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SOCIAL VALUE SYSTEM 
By 

Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq 
---------------------------------- 

والذين يصلون ماامر الله به ان يوصل ويخشون . الذين يوفون بعهد الله ولاينقضون الميثاق
  ....بالحسنة السيئة اولئك حساب...ربهم ويخافون سوء ال

“Those who fulfill the pact of Allah, and break not the covenant. And those who join 
that which Allah has bidden to be joined and are frightened of the consequences of 
disobeying the laws of Allah. And fear the evil reckoning. And those who are 
steadfast seeking the pleasure of their Nourisher, follow His laws in all spheres of 
life and keep available for the needy of that which Allah has given them. They spend 
openly or secretly in the way of Allah as appropriate and repel evil with good…” 
13/20-22 
That is why everybody is at peace with them including their enemies who are also sure 
that whatever the provocation, Momins will not overstep the laws by which they have 
promised to live. 

 .انا انزلنا اليك الكتاب بالحق لتحكم بين الناس بما اراك الله ولاتكن للخائنين خصيما
“O Nabi, We have revealed to you this set of values so that you would judge between 
people on the basis of what light Allah has shown you…” 4/105 
But the enemies also know that they cannot take the Momins for granted. The Momins 
know how to treat with the enemy and they amply show their intentions before hand. 

جاءكم  ياايها الذين امنوا لاتتخذوا عدوي وعدوكم اولياء تلقون اليهم بالمودة وقد كفروا بما
ويبسطوا اليكم ايديهم والسنتهم  ...وانا اعلم بما اخفيتم ومااعلنتم ومن يفعله منكم ...من الحق

 .بالسوء وودوا لو تكفرون
“O you who believe, take NOT My enemy and your enemy for friends. Would you 
offer them love while they can not be trusted to live by just laws. They drove you 
and the Messenger from your homes just because of your wanting to be free to live 
by your way of life. If you have come forth to strive in My way and to seek My 
pleasure, would you love them in secret. If they overcome you, they will be your 
enemies, and will stretch forth their hands and their tongues towards you with evil 
and they desire that you may disbelieve...” 60/1-2 
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Do not join them but instead remember how Abraham (pbuh) and his followers dealt with 
their enemies. 

تعبدون  قد كانت لكم اسوة حسنة في ابراهيم والذين معه اذ قالوا لقومهم انا برأؤا منكم ومما
 ...تؤمنوا باͿ وحده الا قول ابراهيم لابيه لاستغفرن لك ...وبدا بيننا وبينكم ...من دون الله

“Indeed there is for you a good example in Abraham (pbuh) and those with him 
when they said to their people, we are not responsible for you because of your 
following the laws of other than Allah. We disbelieve in you and there has arisen 
enmity and hatred between us and you for as long as you insist on not living 
according to a set of laws given by the Lord…” 60/4 
A Momin will have intimate relationship with another Momin. He will have a complete 
understanding with those who live by a declared set of laws, even though those values 
might differ from his own. But he will have no sharing of confidence with those who do 
not believe in any value system and, as such, their actions are always unpredictable. Even 
so a Momin should give due respect to such people provided they do not initiate an act of 
hostility. 

 .والذين لايشهدون الزور واذا مروا باللغو مروا كراما
“Momins are those who witness no falsehood and when they pass by what is in vain, 
they do so gracefully.” 25/72  
It is a waste of time and energy to develop any meaningful relationship with people who 
subscribe to no value system. 

 .الجاهلين واذا سمعوا اللغو اعرضوا عنه وقالوا لنا اعمالنا ولكم اعمالكم سلام عليكم لانبتغي
“And when Momins hear idle talk, they turn aside from it and say: For us are our 
deeds and for you your deeds. Peace be to you. We do not desire any meaningful 
relationship with ignorant people…”28/55. 
But this does not mean that a Momin should look down upon other people just because of 
differences in ways of life. 

ان  ىياايها الذين امنوا لايسخر قوم من قوم عسى ان يكونوا خيرا منهم ولانساء من نساء عس
  ....بعد الايمان…ولاتنابزوا بالالقاب بئس الاسم…يكن خيرا منهن

“O you who believe, let not set of people look down upon or treat with disdain 
another set of people. Perchance they may be better than you. This includes both 
men and women. And, also do not find faults among your own people or others 
when such faults are not there, nor should you give nick names to others. Such 
habits do not suit you after you have adopted Islam as a way of life…”49/11 
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Once you develop a disliking for a set of people you tend to ascribe to them all sorts of 
evil without first ascertaining whether such rumors about them are based on fact or not. 
This does not suit a Momin. 

بعضكم  ياايها الذين امنوا اجتنبوا كثيرا من الظن ان بعض الظن اثم ولاتجسسوا ولايغتب
 .رحيم بعضا ايحب احدكم ان ياكل لحم اخيه ميتا فكرهتموه واتقوا الله ان الله تواب

“O you who believe, avoid thinking unwell about one another based on 
unascertained information. Many times, this will lead to very harmful consequences. 
Do not unnecessarily go deep into each other’s personal lives or back bite against 
each other. Does one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother. (This is what 
backbiting amount to). Surely, you would abhor it…” 49/12 
When Momins inculcate some of the individual character traits as mentioned above and 
collectively adopt the value systems as detailed in other chapters, they become a power to 
reckon with amongst the comity of nations in the world. They should not let their status 
lead to believe that they have become some sort of super human. They must behave in a 
humble and graceful way so that they attract others to adopt their way of life. 

 .اهلون قالوا سلاماوعباد الرحمن الذين يمشون على الارض هونا واذا خاطبهم الج
“And the servants of the Beneficent, are they who walk on the earth in humility and 
when ignorant address them, they say, peace. ‘ 25/63 

واقصد في . ولاتصعر خدك للناس ولاتمش في الارض مرحا ان الله لايحب كل مختال فخور
 .نكر الاصوات لصوت الحميرمشيك واغضض من صوتك ان ا

“And turn not your face away from people in contempt, nor go about in the land 
exultingly. Surely, Allah does not love any self conceited boasters. And, pursue the 
right course in thy going about and lower your voice. Surely, the most hateful of 
voices is braying of asses…” 31/18-19 
As Momins, they should steadfastly continue to strive their utmost to pattern their lives 
on the value system given by God. For this, they will have to take decisions of their own 
too, remaining within the limits of Allah, and they might, on occasions, take wrong 
decisions, God’s grand design caters for such minor lapses. These lapses do have their 
consequences but provided major limits of Allah are not crossed, they do not result in 
uncontainable disasters. 

 .والذين يجتنبون كبائر الاثم والفواحش واذا ماغضبوا هم يغفرون
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“Momins are people who avoid such major disastrous actions as materially affect 
the growth of human personality and remain decent. And, if by a minor default, 
they do become angry on such occasions, they do not harm others. “ 42/37 
These are trying occasions. Emotions run high when consequences of minor lapses start 
harming a stable society. Here is when decent people remain firm in sticking to the higher 
value, confident that the consequences of minor lapses will pass away. They have 
committed themselves to a way of life and they will not be deviated from this way when 
minor disasters overtake them as a result of their failings. 

 .والذين هم لاماناتهم وعهدهم راعون
“Those who steadfastly stand by their commitments under all circumstances.” 70/32 
Mysticism has made it fashionable to degrade life in this world. The universe is unreal, it 
is argued. Humans are therefore, enjoined to shun material things. As argued in other 
chapter, the Quran debunks this theory in clear words. The universe is not unreal, a 
plaything of the God. It is meant for a positive purpose. Human beings must use the 
material things available in the world to improve the quality of life, not only their own 
but of the entire species in the universe. Life, however, does not pertain to this world 
alone. Bodily death is not the end of the life for those whose balance of positive actions 
in this world entitles them to graduate to a higher life. At death, the human body 
disintegrates. But personality lives on.  
Hence the Quran lays great stress on development of not only the human body but also of 
personality. How does personality develop to graduate into a higher life? The body 
develops because of what we take in i.e. food, drink, entertainment, healthful activities 
and so on. Contrarily, the personality develops when we give out. Hence, the continuous 
stress by Quran that Momins must give of their time, money, love, life when necessary 
for others in need. In fact, often times a Momin gives to others such resources of which 
he may be in dire need himself. This creates a balance in society as well as leads to an 
integration and strength of human personality. 

كذبت . وقد خاب من دساها .قد افلح من زكاها. همها فجورها وتقواهافال. ونفس وماسواها
 .اذ انبعث اشقاها. ثمود بطغواها

“Human personality has been created so that man has a potential to integrate it or 
disintegrate it at his choice. Whoever strengthens and integrates his personality 
graduates to a higher life. And, whoever prefers to disintegrate his personality dies 
away forever on his physical death.” 91/7-12 
And how is the personality strengthened. Says the Quran. 
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وكذب . غنىواما من بخل واست. فسنيسره لليسرى. وصدق بالحسنى. فاما من اعطى واتقى

 .ومايغني عنه ماله اذا تردى. فسنيسره للعسرى. بالحسنى
“And whoever gives of the earning of his hard work for growth of others, to 
maintain balance in society, he proves by his positive actions that mankind is one. 
Such a man lives a useful and graceful life. And, whoever keeps his earning to 
himself for his own selfish needs showing thereby that he can live independently of 
others around him lives a wretched and ungraceful life. His accumulated wealth is 
of no use to him.” 92/5-11 
The personality of the givers is further strengthened when they assure those whom they 
give that this action of theirs is not meant as a favour to them. 

 .الا ابتغاء وجه ربه الاعلى. من نعمة تجزى . ..الذي يؤتى ماله يتزكى
“The Momin gives for nourishment of those who are temporarily in need. He does 
so not as a favour to the needy or that he expects a reward in return, but only 
because the laws of God convince him that this will result in restoring balance in 
humanity.” 92/18-20 
The givers graduate in a higher life on physical death thus achieving immortality. The 
deniers die and that is the end of the line for them for all times. A sad end indeed. 
CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD TO BE ADOPTED BY MAN 
According to the Quran, there is a definite and positive purpose in the creation of human 
beings. They have been created so that by exploiting nature, they produce useful things 
for humanity so that life goes on improving as time goes by and humans become more 
and more adept at discovering the bounties of nature and using those bounties for 
benefiting humanity. 

مااريد منهم من رزق . وماخلقت الجن والانس الا ليعبدون. وذكر فان الذكرى تنفع المؤمنين
 .ومااريد ان يطعمون

“O Messenger, keep reminding the Momins of the laws of nature. Living according 
to the laws of nature will benefit mankind. In fact, the aim of creation of mankind is 
that civilized (developed) as well as underdeveloped people together strive to live by 
the divine value system and thus  benefit mankind. The aim is not for mankind to 
nourish God. God does not need this from humans…”51/55-57 
To enable them to be of maximum benefit to humanity, humans are advised to develop 
traits of God in their personalities, as for as humanly possible, as defined in the Quran. 

 .يعملون وͿ الاسماء الحسنى فادعوه بها وذروا الذين يلحدون في اسمائه سيجزون ما كانوا



Tolu-e-Islam 6 October 2008 
“God has personality characteristics. Try and imbibe those characteristics, (as far as 
humanly possible) in your personality. (A judicious use of these character traits will 
restore balance in humanity). When you develop these character traits and then follow 
the laws of Allah, you will be fully compensated for actions…” 7/180 
The Momins are advised to strive in congruity and partnership with the forces of nature. 
When they do so, they will reflect divine characteristics. 

 .صبغة الله ومن احسن من الله صبغة ونحن له عابدون
“We take Allah’s colour and who is better than Allah at coloring. And we do so by 
following His laws…” 2/138 
It would, therefore, be useful to compile a list of characteristics of God as given in the 
Quran and use that as a guide for development of human personality. It must, however, 
be clearly understood that humans are just that and not divine. Allah possesses those 
characteristics in their highest form. Man will never become Allah but he is asked to be 
as close to Him as possible. And closest to God is that person who follows His law in all 
spheres of life under all circumstances. It may also be mentioned that not only 
individuals’ 1bur but nations are also advised to collectively imbibe these characteristics 
of Allah in their administrative machineries. This would facilitate individuals in their 
efforts to get close to Allah. 
We are now ready to list (Asma-ul-Husna), divine characteristics as enumerated in the 
Quran. I would request the readers to exercise their judgment as to how far humans could 
reflect these characteristics in their individual and collective life. I have deliberately kept 
my own comments short but, I hope, adequately descriptive. 
1) RABB 
 The provider of free and ample means of nourishment and growth at all stages from 

creation of humans until they achieve their full potential. 1/1 
2) RAHEEM 
 One who continuously keeps providing means for growth for progressive 

evolution, at all stages. 1/2 
3) RAHMAN 
 One who provides means of growth when changes in conditions require emergent 

evolution. 1/2 
4) MALIK 
 One who has complete control and authority. One who exercises authority in such a 

manner that it ensures growth of universe in an orderly and lawful manner. 59/23. 
                                                 
1 Bur: a person or thing that clings persistently. 
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5) QUDDUS 
 A completely developed personality free of any deficiency or shortcoming. 59/23  
6) SALAM 
 One who keeps the universe protected from afflictions of all kinds and whose 

system ensures this protection for all times. 59/23. 
7) MOMIN 
 One who can be completely trusted and with whom you can live at peace 59/23. 
8) MOHAIMIN 
 One who protects the universe as a mother protects her children 59/23. 
9) AZIZ 
 One whose laws are supreme in the universe. No power can counter or challenge 

His laws. 59/23. 
10) JABBAR 
 One who ensures that any breakage in a system is prevented by the splints of his 

laws. 59/23 
11) MUTAKABBIR 
 One who is the owner of all superiority and greatness. 59/24. 
12) KHALIQ 
 One who creates something according to a thought out pattern. Created thing would 

be balanced in all respects, free of any defects. 59/24 
13) BARI 
 One who, after creating something, isolates it from other superfluous matters. 

59/24. 
14) MUSAWWIR 
 One who after creating something in a perfect pattern and isolating it from other 

superfluous matters give it a distinct shape of its own. 59/24 
15) GHAFFAR 
 One who, if you follow His laws, will give you protection so that no harmful 

consequences accrue as a result of following His laws. 20/82. 
16) QAHHAR 
 One whose laws are supreme on everyone. Nobody can break His laws and then 

bring about consequences of his own choice. Only those consequences will follow 
which His laws predict. 12/39. 
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17) WAHAB 
 One who freely gives a lot without asking to be compensated for it  3/7 
18) RAZZAQ 

One who provides the means of nourishment of body as well as personality and 
ensures continuous supply of means of subsistence on time to everybody. 11/06 

19) FATTAH 
 One who makes major decisions. One who simplifies complicated problems and 

manifests realities. 34/26 
20) ALEEM 
 One whose every pronouncement is based on knowledge. The know all. 34/26 
21) SAMI 
 The hear all.  3/34 
22) BASEER 
 The see all. 67/19 
23) LATEEF 
 One who is aware of the deepest secrets. One who employs knowing and polite 

language when explaining things. 67/14. 
24) KHABEER. 
 One who keeps abreast of what is required to be known. 67/14 
25) HAKEEM 
 One who uses the universe in a correct and logical way and thus keeps every thing 

under His control. 2/32. 
26) HALEEM 
 One who is not excited in a hurry. One who keeps His cool and decides matters 

according to a law and not based on emotions. 2/225 
27) AZEEM 
 One who is high and mighty and giver of high places to humanity.  2/256 
28) A’LEE 
 High and mighty. 2/255 
29) SHAKOOR 
 One who rewards other’s efforts with fullest benefits for their hard work. 2/158 
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30) KABEER 
 One whose laws are sovereign. 13/9 
31)  MOTA’LL 
 One who is beyond reach. Whose laws nobody can change. 13/9  
32) HAFEEZ 
 One who supervises to ensure preservation. 11/57 
33) MUQEET 
 One who provides sustenance to all things in universe. Assists them. Their helper. 

4/85 
34) HASEEB 
 One who keeps an account. One who keeps watch. Keeps reckoning. 88/25 
35) JALEEL 
 Honorable. Glorious. 55/27 
36) KAREEM 
 Generous. Gives so that receiver does not feel any obligation. 96/3 
37) MUJEEB 
 One who responds to a call and request 11/61 
38) WASEH 
 One who has power. One who has abundance of resources. 2/115 
39) RAQEEB 
 One who keeps alert constantly to look after, protect and supervise. 4/1 
40) WADOOD 
 One who has great, lot of affection. 85/14 
41) MAJEED 
 One who gives abundantly to the highest extent to enable others to live 

comfortably. 11/73 
42) HAMEED 
 One who is to be praised because of His excellent characteristics. 11/73 
43) SHAHEED 
 One who has His eyes over everything. Witness. Nothing escapes His vision. 22/17 
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44) WAKEEL 
 One whom you can completely trust. One whose laws will produce the promised 

results. 3/158 
45) QAVI 
 Most powerful. The last word in possession of power. The strong. The mighty. 

11/66.  
46) MATEEN 
 One who is strong Himself and gives strength to others. Independently strong. 

51/58. 
47) HAQ 
 One who keeps inventing concrete things to keep pace with requirements of time. 

One whose existence cannot be denied. 10/30. 
48 WALI 
 Friend. Confident. If man lives in conformity with divine values, God becomes that 

man’s Wali and vice versa. 2/257. 
49) HAYY 
 One who gives life to all but is not dependent on others for life. 2/255. 
50) QAYYOOM 
 One who give balance and power to enable people to stand up to others but he does 

not need any support. 2/255. 
51) SAMAD 
 One who is so high and mighty that people go to him for protection. Whose 

protection would be continuous. Himself independent of any support. 112/2 
52) QADIR 
 One who has control over things. One who initiates a thing, determines the various 

steps it has to take for its development and helps it to achieve its potential provided 
it takes steps determined for its development. 2/284. 

53) BARR 
 Benign. Conferrer of noble behavior. Truthful. 52/28. 
54) RAUF 
 One who removes obstacles in the way of human endeavors to become fruitful. 

Compassionate. Creates positive results of good work. 2/143. 
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55) AFUWW 
 One who dispels some of the consequences of a bad act by somebody provided that 

somebody follows up his bad act with good acts. 4/43. 
56) GHANI 
 One who is so independent that he does not need the services of anybody for His 

existence or development. 29/6 
57) HADI 
 One who shows the way. 93/7 
58) MUQSIT 
 One who fully compensates the full share due to somebody. 7/29. 
59) WARIS 
 One who owns things and then things get transferred from Him to others.  3/179.  
60) ADIL 
 One who treats equally two people requiring justice. Giver of equal share. 16/90. 
61 BAQI 
 One who remains changeless when everything else changes with time.  55/26 
62) MUBDI 
 one who initiates creation. 10/4 
63) MOOED 
 One who after having initiated a creation, casts it around in various shapes and 

stages to bring it to completion. 10/4. 
64) TAWAB. 
 One to whose laws you have to return whenever you have taken a wrong step at 

any time.  68/25. 
65) QAREEB 
 One who is close to every body and quick to respond to a call.  11/61 
I may well have missed out a few characteristics. Those can be added to the list. A 
careful study of these characteristics detailed above will reveal that it provides guidance 
for individuals to adopt character qualities which would make them better human beings 
and for societies to adopt courses of action which would enable their administrations to 
be more useful to their people. There is no voodoo or magic around these “Names of 
Allah”. The figure ninety-nine names of God seem also to add to the voodoo effect. A 
constant oral repetition of these names will not produce any beneficial results. They 
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ought to be used for the much higher purpose for which they have been enumerated and 
that is to materially benefit humanity in their individual and collective lives. 
FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM 
In the Muslim world in general, and in the sub-continent of India and Pakistan in 
particular, it has been traditionally believed for a long time, that there are five pillars of 
Islam. 

a) Belief in one Allah. 
b) Five daily prayers. 
c) A month of fasting in Ramadhan 
d) Zakat  at 2 ½% of annual savings 
e) Pilgrimage of Kaaba once in life for those who can afford it. 

The Quran does not specifically mention the above as pillars, nor does it give an exact 
number. So, it must be kept in mind that the Ulema have highlighted the above, based on 
their own judgment rather than from a specific reference to the Quran. However, each 
one of them is highly important and we shall discuss them one by one in detail, noting 
what the Quran has to say about them in various chapters.  We must not lose sight of our 
main aim when discussing this. We are pinpointing a divine value system to give 
guidance to Muslims in leading their individual and collective lives. I hope, by now, it is 
pretty clear that a belief in some dogmas or mere repetition of few words or movements 
does not take you very far in life. What is useful is constructive action, which helps in 
growth of human personality and promote universal peace and plenty. 

(E N D) 
*************** 


