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THE QURAN

By
Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq

Muslims believe the Quran to be a word of God. The holy Prophet is not
its author. It is, among other things, a compilation of a value system to
guide those who believe in it in evolving a way of life in all spheres and at
all times. The Quran claims that its suggestions are based on logic and
exhorts it readers to examine its provisions in the light of reason and
experience.

) .nf’
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‘.... linvite you to make a logical approach to the word of God. My
successors will do the same ...”(12/108).

Sometimes it would appear to the human mind that Quranic injunctions
are not based on logic. That is not so. The fact is that human knowledge
and experience is not yet mature enough to discover the logic. As
scientific discoveries unfold facts in time and as humans gather more
experience, they will readily admit that such injunctions were, in fact,
logical all the times.

Y .I#J! = R * .
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“We will soon show them our signs in farthest regions and among
their own people until it is clear to them that it is the Truth ...”
(41/53).

Unlike most human authors, the Quran does not take up a topic and
discuss it exhaustively in one place. It brings up a point and examines it
from various angles.

IR s 5
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“Verily We have repeated the injunctions of the Quran from various
angles to enable you to comprehend them better...” (17/41).

So if anybody wishes to ascertain what the Quran has to say, for instance
in respect of women rights, he would have to collect all injunctions in this
respect in one chapter and understand the subject in all its aspects. This
is also the aim of this attempt. Quranic value systems are listed in many
chapters of the Quran and it will be my effort to collect those values under
appropriate heading and then examine them logically from various
standpoints. The Quran claims that whatever it states in any place, is clear
and firm. There is no contradiction of any clause in another discussion of
the same subject. Neither is there any cancellation of any provision.

The Quran states its value system in clear terms as well as in a symbolic
language.

[ - "’"J!";: ""J'Jgijlr.—-"J’v e W PP L
- -;-'lﬂ_ELiJJJ:-'—l-J -.:Jlg’jlflu.h ] .;.ILITL.: ._;lﬂrjldj_jp._]j! :5;'-1!‘_,-“

“We have revealed to you this book which has two types of
provisions one clearly stated and readily understood, the other
abstract truths stated in a symbolic language... (3/7).

For a correct comprehension of the symbolic passages, it is vital to know
the Quranic teaching in toto. As explained above in the discussion on
<l o et (Repetition of injunction), Quranic injunctions are repeated in
various places, sometimes as “Muhkamat”_<\Ss. (firm and clear) and at
other times as “Mutashabehat” (abstract and symbolic). People of
vision interpret the symbolically stated provisions in the light of clearly
<l it stated provisions and thus comprehend both.

The important thing to note is that if the Quran does not seem to make
itself clear in one place, it has to be interpreted in the light of the same
topic being discussed in another place in the Quran where it may be
relatively easier to comprehend. No reference to an external book or
person is necessary. The Quran explain itself. Sometimes, the topics are
such, for instance the physical nature of Allah’s person, if any, where
symbolical language is best used to explain an abstract truth.

Quranic language is simple and clear as understood at the time at which
the Quran was revealed. Some of the best Arabic poetry of that time is
available in modern times in which Quranic Arabic words have been
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extensively used. The Quran has around 1800 root words whose
meanings are very clear in modern times. Authentic dictionaries of Arabic
language like w252 =& (Taj-ul-Uroos) and kwnsa ks (Mohit-ul-Mohit) etc.
are available where the various meanings of these basic words are
exhaustively discussed. For a proper comprehension of the Quran, all that
is necessary is a knowledge of the Arabic language. There is no voodoo
or magic or hidden meanings in the Quranic text. It means exactly what it
says. However, this is a fact of life that scholars differ pretty widely in the
interpretation of the Quran. There are two main reasons. The first is that
scholars are of the view that in many places, the Quran does not make
itself clear or complete and hence, a recourse to books other than the
Quran is necessary. As this is contrary to the claim made by the Quran
this reason is to be rejected out right

ad N L e ST B RN
Sl et SO g il
“And certainly We have made the Quran easy to comprehend. So, is
there anybody who would ponder over it and get advice ..” (54/17).

The second reason is that over a period of time, Quranic root words have
been made to mean something which was not at all its meaning. An
example would, perhaps, make this point clear. In the Arabic language,
the rood word = < o+ (Sabh) means to work so hard that all parts of the
body from head to foot would be used for this work. In fact, simply stated,
it would mean “to work hard”. Swimming is such an activity and in the
Arabic language it is called =~ (Sabh). When the Prophet was told in 73/7

sk s Ll el )
“During days, you will have long hours of hard work”,

he knew that with the declaration of his revolutionary Programme, he
would have long days ahead in which he would have to work hard. Later
on, = (Sabh) started to be used in terms of “telling the beads”. Now, if
instead of putting in a hard days work, good people just got hold of a
rosary and started repeating, let us say; the names of Allah etc. The later
interpreters of the Quran started asserting that this is what the Quran
wanted them to do. Sure enough, hard work went by the wayside and a
decline set in among peoples on account of wrong interpretation of the
Quran.
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Let us briefly summaries our discussion so far :-

a)

b)

d)

Allah, and no other institution, gives broad permanent value
which should govern human conduct.

Prophets of Allah conveyed divine message to their people.
They are not the authors of this permanent value system.
Remaining within the Limits of Allah, they legislate for their
times in consultation with their people and tried to set up a
society based on this value and law system.

Quran is the last revealed book of Allah. Henceforth, humanity
was to obtain divine guidance from this book and continue to
make detailed laws for themselves in the light of divine value
system as given in it.

Allah’s message in its original form is available in the form of the
Quran. Divine value system is simply and clearly stated in this
book. The Quran explains itself and does not depend on any
person or institution to explain it.

It will be seen from this summary that Allah and the Rasool are very
important in this whole system and they will be constantly referred to when
we come to define the “ Limits of Allah” in detail. Hence, a brief discussion
on the part played by Allah and Rasool in this department would appear to
be in order.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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RAMADAN AND ITS BENEFITS
By

Mansoor Alam

The holy month of Ramadan is once again upon us. While most of us will be
fasting and praying and seeking Allah’s blessings in this month some would be
spending even more time in extra prayers and remembrance of Allah. Every year
Ramadan offers a kind of transcendental experience for many Muslims.

Fasting has many benefits for the body as well as for the mind. It gives the body
some needed respite provided one does not indulge in the night. And the rigorous
discipline and code of conduct that have to be observed daily as part of fasting
and for as long as thirty days contribute to one’s patience, tolerance, and overall
wellbeing. These are by themselves great benefits of fasting.

But beyond that we should also strive for spiritual benefits. This month should
bring out the best in us despite the controversy surrounding moon sighting. We
should be kind to one another in our dealings, no matter what our differences. We
must respect each other no matter what our status. We should practice to nurture
these in this month as much as possible so that it becomes part of our nature for
the rest of the year.

Backbiting, attaching labels, insulting one another by nicknames, spreading
rumors and suspicions about others are major sins in Islam (49:11-12). So, we
must avoid them --always. But since we are in a heightened spiritual state in this
month we must be extra conscious not to go near them. This helps us in self-
purification — one of the important goals of fasting. Also, we should be aware of
those who offer short cuts to Heaven in this month. According to the Qur’an there
are no short cuts to Heaven (2:214). So, we must be careful of the merchants of
salvation.

Life has a serious purpose. Our time is very precious. Therefore, we should not
engage in trivial talk. But it is not easy to shun it. It pervades everywhere.
Without realizing we get sucked into it. So, it requires deliberate conscious effort
to avoid it. Fasting helps us in this direction because we are more God-conscious
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in this month than any other month. Fasting is not just for the stomach but also for
the tongue. If someone wants to engage in loose talks one should simply point to
fasting.

Islam is about giving and this month is especially about showing that
commitment. As our duty to Islam we must help the poor and the needy, as much
as we can and by all means at our disposal: by our wealth, by our knowledge, by
our labor. As the Prophet (PBUH) said we should give until it hurts. If all the
fortunate Muslims whom Allah has blessed sincerely practiced this pillar of Islam
the poverty in the world will be greatly reduced. But our Prophet (PBUH) also
established a system for this giving. No amount of giving will help in the long run
until we have a unified system in place. This is a challenging task and we must
work hard towards this goal especially during this month of Ramadan.

Instead of indulging in luxurious life styles the well to do among us should follow
the Sunnah of our Prophet (PBUH) by living modestly. Living comfortably does
not mean excessive indulgence. Caliph Othman (R) should serve as a role model
for the rich among us. We are supposed to practice the injunction of the Quran:
“They ask thee how much they are to spend; Say: "What is beyond your needs.
(2:219).” [Translation: Yusufali]

Determining our need must be based on our capacity to use and not on our
capacity to accumulate or on our capacity to fulfill socially induced desires.
Following verses further amplify this situation very clearly:

Verily, (the ends) ye strive for are diverse. So he who gives and
fears (Allah), And (in all sincerity) testifies to the best,- We will
indeed make smooth for him the path to Bliss. But he who is a
greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient, And gives the lie to
the best,- We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Misery;
Nor will his wealth profit him when he falls headlong (into the
Pit). Verily We take upon Ourselves to guide, And verily unto Us
(belong) the End and the Beginning. Therefore do I warn you of a
Fire blazing fiercely; None shall reach it but those most
unfortunate ones Who give the lie to Truth and turn their backs.
But those most devoted to God shall be removed far from it,-
Those who spend their wealth for increase in self-purification.
[Surah Al-Layl 92:4-18, Translation: Yusufali]
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To help check our irrational passions we should try to feel the pain and suffering
of our fellow human beings in the spirit of Caliph Abu Bakr (R) who kept his
daily allowance equal to an average worker. On being asked as to why he was
doing this he answered that he wanted to experience himself directly how an
average worker was meeting his daily needs; and that if he (Abu Bakr (R)) were
to find that it was hard to meet his daily needs then he would raise the allowance
of the workers and that would automatically raise his allowance as well. He
showed by this example what it means to be a true servant of Allah. What a
beautiful world would be for Muslims — and a shining model for others — if our
Muslim rulers were to emulate his example even partially?

This is the spirit of Ramadan. This is what Ramadan is all about: feeling directly
for a month what millions of human beings are going through daily throughout
the year, and trying our best to change their situation for the better in the long
term. This requires that we prepare and train ourselves for this important task.
The month of Ramadan is supposed to provide that training. So why not start with
this Ramadan? Who knows what will happen until next Ramadan?




