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FOR GOD SAKE

By
Aboo B. Rana

o K L8 en g Uk
=l s J;a_}?_Lf gL

Miracles! What miracles? You will say, like most; nobody believes in them
nowadays. Indeed, of course, in my narrations of them, you are likely to say, I am
belittling all claims to rationality. We, who are living in this age of absolute
rationality, will never be able to bring ourselves to terms with any unexplainable
event. Numerous things are difficult to believe, a future life to name just one of them,
is my case in point. Since none of us has ever come back, after taking departure from
this world, to help us in resolving this enigma, so we conclude, there remains no
sense in thinking about it. So far so good. As a matter of fact, let me put this question
of future life in a different manner. When we were being formed in the womb, did we
ever think, even once that we were going to, in future, become a part of this vast
Divine Universe? The first primitive phase of our life we spent in that warm tiny
cradle, for approximately nine months. Why must the journey of our life end with this
world, if it did not end with our previous tiny world as a fetus, from which our
umbilical cord was later lacerated? So what logic hampers, to believe, we are not
already a part of another life to come? For miracles to happen, here is another one.
Can anyone explain, how we are able to picture in our mind’s eye, the face of any
person, who is no more living with us? It is happening to us, this miracle, and every
day of our lives. We are only beginning our familiarity with nature that is natural, to
the nature that is supernatural, we pay little attention, which I believe, is the main
cause of our disillusions. We leave supernatural phenomenon for the philosophers to
think about.

The story of humanity needs more attention from the average mind and
Muslims in particular, if we are to make any sense of this life. Otherwise, our
sufferings will not only exist, but expand in volume with the passage of time.
Bullheadedness has never lead to peaceful state of affairs, rather it only adds to more
frustration, depression and destruction in the long run. The intellectually poor souls
will enter this world on the whims of their parents and will make an exit, for no
rhyme or reason. Where lies, in this kind of life, the elevation above the lower
creatures? In these circumstances—must we leave matters wherever they are, or



should we change them, to help the growing child in us? Lines of words are all I
have, for the present, to exchange views with you, to provide explanations, of the
world that surrounds us. If we are suffering from lack of knowledge did I mention
knowledge? 1 just wanted to be assured, it is not substituted for information.
Information breeds mistrust, knowledge breeds hope. Wherever there is lack of
knowledge, it becomes difficult to deny anything; neither can we make an assertion.
We remain in limbo, like a person asleep, who can neither receive nor give anything.
Devoid of any profundity, there is no way or means to reach the inner core, in this
state of inertia.

There are matters, here in these lives that need to be resolved, for which we
are going to be held responsible and accounted for. We may however, justify to
ourselves, we did not create these problems. We were born with them. Someone in
the remote past took a wrong turn, for which we are suffering. So why must God or
anybody else hold us accountable? Very fine piece of reasoning, I must say. If this
remains our attitude and lines of thought, then whichever person or generation solves
the problems or struggles to solve must go to Heaven. Why do we ask for Heaven in
our prayers, for which someone else worked for? Or putting it another way, if you
walked the extra mile or made an extra effort for Allah, would you ask Him to grant
the Heavens to someone else in your place? Gentle Hearts! We cannot have the cake
and eat it too! The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is of adding only
that little extra.

Here is yet another one. Listen to this. For the simple colds and headaches, we
usually do not consult a doctor for medication. But only in prolonged instances and
continued attacks of flu are we compelled to go to an expert or doctor for the
treatment. The same holds true for nations. It so happens, when the whole community
begins to suffer from mass anxiety, mass hysteria or mass depression, we do not
consider it abnormal. As everyone around us looks in the same state of mind as we
are; we falsely believe our condition as being natural. We even bring our sanctions
from the clergy, since previously we consulted our clerics on every matter of life,
considering them to be Mr. Know-All of God’s mysterious ways. In doing so, we
forget these clerics are also a victim of the same mass mental ailment the rest of the
society is suffering from. These same mentally ill clerics prescribe, to the simple
folks, the overdose of the same religious rituals that are being perpetually
misunderstood and are of no consequence. The public finding no cure, in old religious
rituals which are meant to be performed in a system, becomes disillusioned and
reactionary. Thereby, exhibiting mass hysteria, anxiety or depression, in the form of
public strikes, agitations and other illegal non-conformist activities. It is in times like
these we come to hear words like, “Islam is a used and fired cartridge!” A famous
line, delivered, not by any ordinary man. And do not be surprised if I say it was
Maulana Abul K. Azad. I need to stand corrected if my information is incorrect.



During the days when Sir Igbal was fighting for freedom for the Muslims of the Indo-
Pak subcontinent. You would like to say, the statement contains a modicum of truth,
due to the fact that a layperson cannot find in the Quran or Hadith, any explanations
for modern struggles, movements, warfare or the achievements of Man.

What in fact is needed at such times is an expert in mental sciences, a social
psychologist or a social psychiatrist, to explain that it is professionally suicidal for
anyone to involve in illegal practices. This virus grows like cancer in cultures. And
killing people, who kill people, only to prove that killing will stop is senseless. We
are simply replacing one killer with a bigger killer. Muhammad®”®", Moses™"! or
JesusPBUH, never hated anyone, as far as I have read in history, not even their enemies
who were against them. Neither did they incite their followers against their enemies.
They forgave them and walked away from the situation, only disagreeing with their
system of thought, and organized their own followers with new revelations from
Almighty.

The irony of circumstances remains, we boff at ‘mental patients,” ninety nine
per cent of the times. We will go to consult doctors for every other impairment in our
body organs, but when it comes to matters concerning the ‘mind’ or ‘psyche,” we
consider it a joke. And throw the matter aside, by calling the person or society as to
have gone, nuts, crazy or whatever other term prevails. As if the brain is of no serious
consequence. Mind they say, and they are right in saying, is a terrible thing to waste.
Think! Even for a moment, please. The mind, that is, the nucleus or head quarters of
our body—must it not need immediate attention and treatment in times of crises?

You may qualify your arguments; there is no relation that apparently exists in
the Quran or Hadith in reference to modern discoveries. To be precise, about
television sets and cameras. What has God or His Messenger to say on matters
concerning automobiles, aero planes, cinemas, tape recorders, telescopes and the rest;
in philosophical nomenclature, when the mechanical abracadabra is concerned? These
machines were not invented yet, when Islam was being revealed. And what about
cloning, organ transplants and other astounding and puzzling discoveries in medical
sciences and fields of human engineering are concerned? These life styles of today
did not exist in the times of any Messenger of God. Neither Messenger
Muhammad®®! left for us any examples as to what must be done in times like now.
These are modern day toys, discovered for the comfort and convenience of the human
race. How must a modern day child relate with Hadith and the Quran in his day to day
interaction with these mind boggling discoveries of science and engineering? There is
no mention of them in the entire Islamology. The priest craft, who only know a few
rituals, have failed to convince the innocent curiosity of a thinking child. The modern
day child feels frustrated and rejected. Not being able to find a satisfactory answer,
the child reacts by turning away from his teachers and parents. When there are no
answers to his questions in the surroundings, the child begins to lose hope, in finding



a relation between religion and scientific discoveries. Eventually God begins to
recede in the mind of this child, as He seems to have betrayed this child’s sense of
logic. The child feeling cheated and fooled by what is around is instigated to search
for like-minded folks. In order to appease the zeal and enthusiasm for life, takes to
whatever consumes his sense of excitement. With eyes full of tears, the now grown
up child looks up towards God and says,

[}Lﬂ"}ﬁ(’h[k}d};}ﬁ
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The values of Life, picked in the grand mother’s lap, cannot be related to the
materialistic world. The glitter and glamorous thrill benumbs the mind’s eye.
Religions beg leave from these dangerous attractions of the world. These do not allow
the mind to get to the reality of matters. Just as the sun hides from us, the brilliance
and shimmer of the immediate star; so are hundreds of worlds cradled in this vast
Universe, hidden from our imagination, in the azure sky above us.

If the child is taught to take pains to learn; later in life, he or she has to learn
to take pains again. Where remains the charm in Life? Is it to unlearn what we learnt
in the rebellious age? It appears, a price is being demanded from us for rebellion. It is
the social systems that generate rebellious individuals. And the same systems, later in
life, ask a price for being rebellious. In the face of growing troubles, there is no room
or charm left in life for the individual. The most puzzling of all philosophical
questions attacks the common person. Must one transcend life, when it can be
enjoyed at a cheaper price, as the system does not help him or her to overcome the
habit of indulgence in cheap thrills? Or must one cry in life on losing a higher claim
to Heavens or should we laugh at our own cowardice, by taking things on their face
value? The irony is we do not even take things at their face value; we believe in
fantasies and absurdities and then expect Allah’s laws to address the issues!

It is very simple—if we continue to do what we were doing, we get what we
were always getting. And when we sincerely want our lives to become better, we
must change ourselves and think better. If previous systems of government are
constantly wasting away human lives and do not qualify in fulfilling the standards of
Life, must we not search for a new system that guarantees us safety and peace of
mind? All those systems in past history only lead humankind to extremes; lethargy
and life of luxury or tiring inhuman hard work, instead of balance.

In Natural system, when a child is born it is attended to by the parents. Before
the child enters this world, there is milk in mother’s bossom. In man made systems
we have to struggle to live and have our peace of mind. And there is no promise if it
will be achieved after an honest and sincere struggle is over.
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They say the infant has to cry at least, when it wants to be fed. That happens
with illiterate families; literate mothers know when to feed the child. All civilized
individuals need two healthy meals a day, work, decent clothes to wear and a roof
over their heads. Every child expects a smile on its parent’s face at the end of the day,
instead of daily bickering, before going to sleep. If only the governments of the
Muslim world would decide to adequately pay the retired educated scholars on Islam,
to do research and make laws that synchronize with Quran and true Hadith, instead of
taking their knowledge with them in the grave, we could have better options. The
present Islamic jurisprudence needs to be revised and rewritten with fresh knowledge
of experienced Scientists, Medical doctors and Liars. I’'m sorry, please accept my
apologies, I meant to say Lawyers. By doing so, a ray of hope would erupt for our
future generations. For God sake, forgive each other’s mistakes, cast your personal
prejudices and differences aside and put your heads together, not apart; if you all
value Islam as the only true system of living.
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It can be done. If it is not easyi, it is not impossible too. If it could not be done,
Allah the Creator of these universes would not have cared to mention it in the Quran.
Are we sure the words of Quran in Chapter Al-Inaam verse 70 are not meant for us?
Wherein it says, “And those who make fun of Deen, are deceiving themselves in this
world; do not have anything to do with them... ...!

It is being said in clear words in chapter 4, verse 166 in Quran:
“Allah is witness; with knowledge this book is revealed unto you!”

Worldly wise too, is it not true, research is done on medicines in laboratories,
when old medicines fail to cure a disease? Did not the founders of Pakistan, do
research on Islam, got together and carve a place out for the Muslims of the sub-
continent, against horrifying odds, in almost half a century? It was with knowledge
they accomplished their mission. And that also with limited resources and without
arms or guns. Nature has given us arms for hugging not mugging. Otherwise, how
come, Allah Subhana’talla listened to the prayers of the founders of Pakistan and is
now quiet to the prayers of the public of Pakistan? We must not forget, when clear
water is made to stand in any pond for a lengthy period of time, it begins to stink. The
same holds true with traditions of any society. A radical change in social and political
laws is desperately needed, if we want a vibrant and dynamic culture. Covering
copper jewellery with gold and silver will never radically change the reality of
matters. We need laws and traditions that do not transform a natural individual into a



commercial commodity, to fit into the commercial market. We need rather a system,
where individuals can fit in naturally. For that we must have a natural system,
politically, economically and in the legislative.

Gentle hearts, Pakistanis are losing a rare opportunity, by not making
compassionate enough and a viable Islamic system. Don’t just read history please, for
God sake, make history. Why can’t those holding responsible and honourable posts,
contribute their services with open hearts, avoiding past mistakes which mankind has
made in its history? Instead of making people to ask alms from other nations. It is a
matter of prime importance to be taken care of. The new system may not prove
perfect initially. At least it shall be a step taken in the right direction for the life of
humankind. Future generations, if not the present ones, will be thankful for helping
them to grow in a natural environment. With all due respects to Sir Igbal’s poetry,
allow me to say with a little change in his words,
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And that chiragh is the book of Quran. Otherwise might is right will remain the Law
of this global jungle. And sophisticated looting shall remain the rule of this world. No
amount of labour or material will consolidate any culture, society or nation, until the
rust is not removed that is corroding its foundations. For a nation to survive
peacefully, a compassionate legal system is indispensable. A system, in which no
sincere heart feels cheated or deprived. And if we are going to wait for the right time
to do it, then we will have to wait forever. That system can never be formed by our
confused religious preachers, majority of them are devoid of true knowledge, and are
adherents of dilapidated traditions and used clichés.
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We desire, generally speaking, things to remain as we know them, not as they
actually are. We want to read Quran, as it was being read by our fathers and
forefathers. It cannot be so—there is more to it than we can imagine. Quran was not
revealed for our fathers only, or to be crammed and recited only. It was revealed for
all climates of opinion and for all humanity. It was meant to be studied, absorbed,
understood and applied in our daily lives. The miracle of Quran remains, its meanings
shall unfold with the growing knowledge of Mankind. Allah challenges human mind
in the Quran, to create another of its like, that will encompass all ages--Past, present
and future. And that is really, really a big challenge! Just think for a moment!
Everything aside, to me the very word, Allah, completely baffles my senses.



The issue of finding a nexus between God’s world and Man’s world, is not, as
most scholars of Quran believe, a preposterous enigma. In order to relate mankind’s
discoveries to life, we must be able to, first of all, define Life. Not as we want it,
rather as it is—I lay no claims on being perfect, or being a saint. Like so many others,
I have been a victim as well. Abused, deceived, hurt emotionally and physically, in an
imperfect system. I beg you to forgive me if [ sound blunt in my words. If no human
is perfect, it does not stand to mean that all controversial matters must be left at the
disposal of Almighty. That is why Sir Igbal had to say,

GPS G Uit e '
<k K{ﬁ"r—/tﬂuwfé—[ﬁéjﬁc;dj

Our problem remains, we want to play football and apply in it the rules of
cricket. So we reach nowhere. The situation not only becomes absurd but ludicrous.
Advancement in scientific achievements will not create advancement in the human
situation. That is precisely what we are doing with Islam. We do what we want to do
and expect the laws of Quran to help us. In order to run a train safely we must have
rail tracks. To drive cars we need proper roads and obey traffic regulations. Where
there are no traffic rules, we have traffic jams. The same holds true in human
relations.

Real Islam is life giving, dear hearts, and not a life taking system. It is not
about killing, it is about willing. And for heaven sake, do not serve each other to
dominate life, serve to nominate life. Quran warns us again and again to fear Allah.
Not because Allah is a monster. These words are reminders, so that we may not harm
each other in any way, mentally, physically or emotionally. Allah’s system nourishes
and helps in producing a natural human being. On the contrary, modern systems
encourage blind power. Power does not convert any individual into human. It
manufactures savages. The game of Divine Life just like any other game cannot be
played outside of certain rules and boundaries. First of all we must define Life and
then make the rules and boundaries for living it. Man’s mind has never been enough
to define Life. It has never been and never will be. As man did not create Life. If we
can genuinely understand the rules of living this Life from the Quran, we can apply
them in our day to day interactions, and on modern day gadgets and discoveries
sensibly. Nationally and Internationally. Those rules of politics, economics, sociology
and other sciences, we all know, are present in the science of Islamology, hibernating
in the true light of Hadith and Quran!
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