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Mr. Justice M.R. Kayan,

3 Judge West Pakistan High Court. recorded in his judgment (dated [§
§ 19" September 1957), in the case—Ghulam Bhik v. Hussain Begum— §
as follows:-
There are four recognized sources of Muhammadan Law. namely ]

! (1) the Quran, (2) Hadith (according to some, an interchangeable term
with Sunnat), (3) Qias (Reasoning by Analogy) and (4) Ijma’ |§
B (Consensus of opinion among doctors of religion at a particular time in |
respect of some particular matter). So far as the Quran goes. I have no |
intention of interpreting its provisions, which are accepted generally as 1
immutable, though in some details interpreted differently. The real |}
difficulty comes to be faced with Hadith, which reports the Sunnat or
I practice of the Prophet. Apart from the fact that the authenticity of a i
f Hadith in respect of a particular matter is seldom free from dispute, §
B even the established practice of the Prophet in certain matters was
d departed from by some of the Khulafa-e-Rashidin, particularly Umar. £
{# Quite a respectable number of such instances have been stated in an |8
j excellent treatise in Urdu entitled “The Principle of Law-making in §
R [slam”, published by the [dara Tolu-e-Islam, Karachi, from which I
§ have derived great hepefit. The correct attitude towards the §
B interpretation of Muslim law as illustrated by Sunnat, if [ may venture |8
§ 10 give an opinion, would be to regard it as changeable in detail to suit
| the requirements of time and place. In fact, I am not giving an opinion. g
¥ but indicating actual practice. 1t is not necessary for me to say here that |8
| the argument for Sunnat being based on revelation is not well founded.

The book referred to above is
(Islam Mayy Kaanoon Saazi Kaa Assool.)

Nazim, Idara Tolu-e-Islam. |
25-B. Gulberg I1, Lahore. (8
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concept of Makafat-e-Amal, of reward and retribution on the day of judgement
crumbies down if there is compulsion in Deen.

In Sura Aal-e-Imran (3:78) it is stated that even the Nabi has no authority to
force peaple to obey him and not Allah. He has been asked to tell the people that they
should help nourish one another through obedience to the Book (Quran) '

~In Sura Al-Shams (91:7,8,9) it is said:

“The Self has been so ordered and proportioned that it contains within itself
the option to follow the wrong path and disintegrate its ‘Self (Human
Personality), or protect itself from disintegration and achieve success and
purpose of life,” .

The Ayat clearly points to the freedom of man to choose the path he wills.
Through the messengers, Allah has clearly shown the vices and virtues and their
consequences.” It is upto us, Muslims and non-Muslims, to traverse the path we’
consider fit. ' :

The Quran further says

“If it had been the Lord’s will, they would all have believed =-- All who are on
earth. Wilt thou then compel mankind against their will to believe?” (10:99)

There cannot be any directive more precise and clear then what the above Ayat
contains.. It is a lesson to those who assume the authority of interprefing 3slam
according to their whim and fancy, for their own benefit. The ignorant masses are
coerced into believing what these bigots assert and are ultimately devoid of realising
the true spirit of Islam. Another damaging effect of this coercion is the inherent
damage it causes to the full development of man’s capacities and abilities. The Quran
is objective and universal n its outlook. It seeks the welfare of all humamty and not
only of a particular sect of community.

Insted of using force and coercion to compel people into submission to
Allah’s laws: a logical and convincing attitude would be more sane and beneficial to
the cause of Islam. The world already has a dark image of Islam only because the
right perspective has not been presented to them. Every act of terrorism and
destruction is attributed to the ‘Islamic fundamentalists’. As long as we allow the
propagation of bigoted and wrongly interpreted views on Islam, this tragedy will
continue unabated.

According to Allama G.A. Parwez ‘Allah has been repeatedly mentioned as
Rabb-ul-Aalameen, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds. 1t has to be realised by
all that out of dust rose Adam and out of good deeds, as per laws of Allah, would rise
she man in the world hereafter’.
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Jabours of others. Tt must also be realized that the division of humarty is ‘Shirk’ and
‘totally against the Quranic concept of one humanity.

“The whole of humanity is one entity” (2:213)
and
“That which benefits humanity as a whole, endures on this earth™ (13:1 7)'

Man enjoys real and not illusory freedom; he is responsible for all that he does,
feels or thinks. He has to bear the consequences of his acts and carry his own burden.

The Quran says:

“For every self is that which it has earnedw, and against 1t only that for which it
has worked” (2:286)

The misinterpreted ayat from Sura Bagara (2:256) says:

“There is no compulsion in religion. "Truth stands out clear from error.
Whoever rejects evil and believes in Allah, hath grasped the most trustworthy
hand-hotd which will never break. Allah is Hearer and Knower of all things”.

This ayat applies to all, Muslims and non-Muskims, and cannot be restricted to
the Muslims vis-a-vis non-Muslims. The earlier ayat (2:255) explains the sole authority
of Allah in the universe and clearly states that no one can partake of his knowledge
except through the method prescribed by him. His authority encompasses the entire
universe which he maintains untiringly. It is clear that if Allah the possessor of such
might, had desired then his order would have been established in the human sphere as
it is in the natural sphere; but he did not wish to exercise compulsion. He made the

right and wrong paths clear and left man free to choose either. The two ways have
also beenrn mentioned in Sura Al-Balad (90:10) as *Two highways’

Sura Al-Kahaf (18:29) says:

“Sé‘lyf It is the truth from the Lord of you all. Then whosoever will, let him
believe, and whosoever will, let him disbelieve” '

' A great majority of Muslims-are involved in ‘Shirk’and have devised their own
deities whom they associate with Allah. They stick to their beliefs which are surely
repugnant to the Islamic concept of Tauheed. The ayat from Sura Bagara (2:256) will -
apply to them as well, as they cannot be compelled to take the right path.

_ I remen_lber the Imam of a mosque in Jeddah complaining about fewer people
coming for Fajr prayers when there is no compulsion from officials to offer Salat
Dunng the daytime shop keepers and citizens are compelled to offer Salat. The basic;,
concept of Islam is to believe in it with total conviction and committment, and no
amount of compulsion can change a man’s heart (Muslim or non-Muslim). T!;e whole
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COMPULSION IN
ISLAM

e

By

“Prof. Mohammed Rafi
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There is a general misconception about the concept of compulsion in Islam.
ince childhood 1 have been told that it was against the basic principles of Islam to
forcibly convert a non-Muslim to the Islamic faith, but along with this there is the
fallible belief that Muslims can be compelled in matters of Deen. This has always been
exploited by bigots and the so called scholars of Islam to impose their narrow minded
and sectarian beliefs on the ignorant masses. This deliberate and un-1slamic attitude
has resulted in a completely changed comprehension of the true Deen-e-Islam.
Consequently obedience to Allah has taken the back seat and people have fragmented
into religions, sects and groups, who are more concerned with man’s submission to
their authority in religion rather than a straight forward and enlightened understanding
and application of Islam. This attitude has also created permanent hurdles in the
propagation of Islam. '

The fatlures and frustrations of mankind, all the destructions and bloodshed
that the world has suffered can be traced back to the fallacious views of life and
religion that man adopted through the distorted vision and perverse thinking. Since
1947, this is exactly what has been happening in Pakistan. The "Ulema’ who were
against Pakistan’s creation took over the religious realm of the countrymen and
unauthorizedly bifurcated Islam into personal, criminal and civit laws. The shghtest
deviation trom their interpretation of Islam is a cardinal sin in our sociéty. They have
always justified their views from the religious angle and have narrowed lslam to a
retigion of rituals only. The Quran specifically declares that no state, society. sect or
individual has the right to claim obedience from any person. Islam does not permit
exploitation of man by man. Man is not supposed to take undue advantage of the

T
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Cosmic Process.

At present discussion emerges- out of the question: why the Qur’anic Social
Order which assures a peaceful, prosperous and glorious life to mankind has not been
established anywhere in the world, not even in any Muslim state, atthough the Divine
Guidance, enshrined in the Holy Qur’an, has been with us for fourteen centuries. The
answer corroborative of the phenomenon is that cosmic process is slow. very slow
when measured by serial or historic time. The point requires further elucidation.-
Evolutionary changes take place in the outer universe automatically, according to
Divine plan. and by stages. each involving thousand and thousand of years to
accomplish. This is cosmic process. In the case of man, however, this process works
in‘a somewhat different way. Man (and here we mean man not travelling in the light
of Divine guidance) when pressed by circumstances to modify any existing state of
affairs. adopts a course which he thinks the best, works on it strenuously day in and
day out. but finds at the end that the course adopted was wrong. He abandons it and
embarks upon another course. This he has to repeat time and again. Often he feels
exbausted during the course of his journey and leaves the experiment incomplete in
dire frusiration. Even when he reaches his destination. the labor involved and the time
spent do not commensurate with the results achieved——the span of human life is so
shert and the distance to be traversed so lengthy. This process of “trial and error” is
another form of cosmic process. Man has. however. not been left in wilderness to find
his way out. un-aided by a guide or without any signposts on his way. He has been
blessed with Divine guidance. If he adopts the course suggested by it straightaway.
not only is he protected against pitfalls but the time taken to reach the goal also
shrinks from cesmic reckoning to human calendar. Fourteen hundred years ago. a
group of believers made this experiment most successfully, which, apart from the
miraculous results it produced, proved that neither the Qur’anic Social Order was a
utopia nor the program laid down to establish it was unworkable. Their later
generations, however, abandoned that course; with the result that they met the same
fate as did the past nations who acted similarly. (This, by the way, is the negative
proof of the efficacy of the Divine Law governing the rise and fall of nations). The
Divine course is still there and can be taken up by any nation who wished to reach
mman destination safely and within the shortest possible time: )

Say: The truth from your Rabb is there; so let whosoever will
accept, and let whosoever will reject (The Qur’an 18:29),

So why to waste time and shed blood! That nation will survive which strives
W assure for all men a life of happiness. peace and prosperity. Armed might, contro!
over the forces of nature and wealth will not avail a nation if its policies are
detnmental 1o the interest of mankind. It is bound to pass away, for

Only that remains which is beneficial for mankind as a whole
{The Qur'an 13:17). -
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Approach to the Qur’an.

For this purpose our first wask 15 to understand the real meaning of the Qur an
with the help of all the intellectual faculties we possess. We can then proceed to
assess the value of its teaching. How are we to test the truth and usefulness of the
Qur anic teaching? The Qur’an itself helps us to answer this question. It proposes.
three ways in which it may be tested and offers to abide by the results of these tests. It
is significant that the tests proposed are all acceptable to reason. Nowhere is the
supernatural invoked. The appeal is invariably to human reason and experience.

Before proceeding to consider the tests. let us recapitulate the teaching of the
Qur’an. The Qur’an enjoins man o believe in God. to follow His laws. to believe in
one’s own self. to love and serve his fellow-beings. to act in a virtaous manner so as
to develop and express the best in him. and finally to believe in and prepare for the
Hereafter. All these we are invited to test in the light of reason. Is there anything in
this teaching that is repugnant to reason’ No doubt it is possible to doubt the
existence of God and the reality of the Hereafter. But then. it is also possible to doubt
the existence of the world. There is no conclusive proof of the existence of objective
world and some philosophers have argued. in all seriousness. that belief in such a
world is unjustified. All that we can be sure of is the actual momentary sensation. In
spite of philosophical arguments our belief in objective reality remains unshaken. Life
“pavs little heed to the cobwebs of such philosophers. The point 10 bear in mind 1s that
suprarational realities are not less real because they cannot be proved by logical
arguments. o applying the rational test it is permissible to ask whether there s
anvthing in the teaching. which runs counter lo reason and to that part of human
knowledge which commands universal acceptance. The question as to whether every
element in it can be togically proved is inadrmissible. because. the teaching. if it is to
be true to its nature. canaot avoid reference 10 realities. which transcend reason. in
this case. the rational test will take the form of determining whether or not the
teaching is in direct conflict with reason and whether it furthers the interests of
humanity. It is needless to say that the Qur’an has stood the test of reason and proved
itself to be in harmony with the best in man: : :

Say (O Muhammad! To the unbelievers): 1 say not unto you
(that) T possess the treasures of Allah. nor that I have knowledge
of the unseen. and I say not unio you: Lo T am molak. 1 follow
only that which is revealed to me. '

Say: are the blind man and the seer equal? Will ye not then
reflect on this? (The Qur’an 6:30. 11:24) .

Secondly. the Qurian invites people to judge it in the light of history. It asks
them to ponder over the rise and fall of nations. It assures them that if they seek the
causes of the downfall of a people. they will find that the people had contravened the
principles of right conduct and permarient values. which were communicaied to them
by the Nubi of their age. Right belief and right conduct enable a nation to rise to
power and wrong beliefs and actions lead 1o its downfall. Time and agamn the
Qur anic teaching. which confirms the teaching of earlier Anhiya, was put Lo the test
and was found to be a trustworthy guide to the good life. People who rejected it and
wed the wrong path inevitably fell into decay and were overtaken by a dreadful
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whether it would lead him to the destination sought or 10 the caverns of destruction
and annihilation. But before reaching its farther end. he finds that cognizance of the -
ultimate reality is beyond the scope of human intellect. Hence man fotlows the way
opened to him. faces dacoits and buccaneers. combats with the beasts of the jungle
where the brutalities of wilderness in man. find blood streams gushing out during the
clashes. and the humanity broken. tortured. exploited. But the human thought remains
outpouring continuously. Sometimes it so happens that the way he has been moving
to. leads to somewhere else he did not visualize earlier. These are the halts where the
human thought reclines deadly tired and consequently the Western thought is now
searching for these refuges like the "Rosicrucians’. the rmystics’. the “sages’. the
*hermits” folds at present.

The Problem in Real Sense.
~ The question is whether the human thought be left to itself to operate on the
- process of hit and trial or there is any other mechanism which leads the humanity to
its goal of life. In other words: is he endowed with the faculty fo really solve the
problems compatibly to the urgés of his life he has? If man has no other means
leading him confidently and safely to his destination, there is no alternative except his
own hit and trial mechanism and hence the calamities and disasters so encountered be
faced bravely with perfect calm and patience. Compulsion has no remedy in the
world. But if there is 2 way leading man to his destiny safe and sound, it would surely.
be a psvchopath who would not prefer to foilow it. This problem has become the real
crux of the matter today. ' :

The fact is that man is a finite being and the powers with which he is endowed
are necessarily limited in scope. Human reason is no exception. It has serious
limitations. But the glorious successes of reason led man to over-estimate its capacity:
he expected that reason would give him absolute knowledge. When this expectation
was not fulfilled. he became disillusioned with reason and went to the other extreme
in rejecting reason outright and forgot that only a few aspects of reality are accessible
to reason and reality has an infinity of aspects. There is also no denving the fact that
human reason can subdue the forces of nature-—the history has proved it-—but this is -
also a stark fact that it cannot find by itself a satistactory solution 1o the complexity of
the problems of mankind. even its manifestations. the sciences. do not and cannot
possibly help to solve these problems of human life. If a nation adopts a wrong course
of action. it may be years before it begins to experience its effects because reason can
legjtimately function within its own sphere and ceases to be reliable the moment it
steps beyond it. We can put it to the best only when we know what it can do and what
it cannot. . _

As indicated earlier we, are witnessing the violent reaction against reason
today. After a long period of unquestioned supremacy. its authority was challengec
from various quarters: mystics, philosophers. scientists. psychologists because
according to them. the intellect is compelled to invent specious reasons to jusiify the
irrational operations of unconscious desires. Reason functions according to the role
one gives it. : ' o

in voyaging across the uncharted seas of existence. the man cannot depend
solely on the fitful flickering light of reason. The Qur'an sets forth a sustaining
practical program for this inviting enterprise—the reason—and corroborates th
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understand. It was invisibly a plag‘ue to him and n'ew, wherever he goes: it follows
him advertently or inadvertently. This was both a melee and affray within human
reason and his desires, and made human thought awfully peevish and petulant.

Mysticism or Religion. ‘ | ]
To get rid of this affliction, he coined a series of arcane techniques but of no
use. He became so confused of the hardened crust of the way of his life, the extended
journey he traversed, the intensity of the conflicts he encountered and the difficulty of
the new mixed metaphors in his life that he decided to bereave his own intellect and
opt for something else, irrational and illogical, the taken-for-granted paradigm. _
He. within the fold of his own vision close to the lap of an ice-covered

mountain of reason and rhyme, saw an enchanting orchard bestowing shady groves.
showering cold winds with peaceful calm rivulets and providing silence and solace
with absolutely no sigh of any leaf. Enchantingly he jumped there and felt so sleepy
that he forgot the spectrum of his own goal and destination he had been endeavouring
so far. This fascinative, intoxicative, rapturous and solace-infusing orchard is the
mysticism. which the tired philosophers of the West termed as refigion and God. To
human thought. this is now the ultimate consequence of the human conflicts and the
final answer to all those questions, which have kept him, perplexed throughout the
whole of his life career. This is the halt where the-human vision has put up today,

Basic Infirmity of Human Thought.

But this is not the first halt in the life span of human thought where he has
made this alluringly intoxicating envisioned garden the product of his life. So often
this has happened earlier that whenever he confoundingly became tired of the hard
realities and wearisome conflicts of life, he opted for escape. Mysticism (the other
name of personal concept of God and religion) is the last resort to escapism. Even the
history of human thought stands witness to this fact that the horn of tranquility has -
never been any cause of solace for a long period of time to the human thought. Now,
after he passed the plateau of tiring mental activity. he has again started probing for
virtuous satisfaction and real consolation; so the western philosopher. perplexed with
the conflicting state of life today. is searching for the blissful solace in the garb of
religion, which could not be any cause of satisfaction any longer. He would. in real
sense again come out in the search of that ideal world where he hopes he might find
the satisfying solution to those problems which have kept him in the state of agony.
grief and restiveness for the whole of his life.

. These are the multi-variate issues of human life for the solution of which the
human thought has traversed such a long mental journey and these are the halts where
he has stood today awe-struck, confounded and is wandering about in a_depressed
state of mind! He will again come forward and take initiative to start his mental
traverse. This is not despising to him. On the contrary these trails of human thought
are appreciative and facilitative. If you have to weigh and watch of what he brought;
Just visit the Negroes of Africa or America and Australia and the high sounding
philosopher and inventing scientist in the contemporary world. the difference of the
mental vision‘horizon found in the mores and cores of these two segments of people
would make it clear that all this has become possible only due to this tedious and long.

I' ~intellectual journey of the human thought, and this constant struggle 1s a thing of

beauty as a joy for ever. But the basic infirmity of the human thought is that man
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disparaged and discouraged of what he had invented. Now his fina) analysis of the
things is that “good™ is what synchronizes permanent values and “evil” is what js “‘-‘5
discordant to these values. Here again new questions popped up: what are the
permanent values? Why are these permanent? Where do these values come from?
Unfortunately the human reason could not answer these questions. He is, at present.
awfully wonder-struck at thjs point and finds no clues 1o these questions.

Politics: The Form of Governance, _
Then this trail of human thought caughteanother question: when the man has
to Iive his life socially on this biosphere, which form of governance be lived so that
there be no wedges of human interests creating clashes and chaos among the
contending groups of masses? It was confoundingly a confusing question to him. The

every time by the solutions he discovered he remained deceptively oligarchic. Now

he is of the view that there should be a universal law operative in the universe under a

Economics: Dissipation of Earnings.
Then. there came again another problem of the same simiinude and
Magritude: basic needs of human life are limited but the area of his rapacious desires
and wants for more than what he needs abounds the very limits imposed on, then how
could that be managed. so that the entrepreneurial aspect of the society is not
hampered and consequently every body is provided with the necessities of life
smoothly? Seemingly it was -a basic problem to the human vision but its satistying
- answer put the human thought in the whirlpool of chaos and confusion to the extent
that though he spent a lot of his time and cnergy on its solution, it remained
paradoxically a quagmire for the thuman intellect. The human faculty could néither
solve it nor it was empowered potentially to solve it Today the human reason is
standing at the confounding crossroads where one school of thought says ‘depriving N
man of his hard carmngs is an injustice to him® and the second school of though roars
every one shuuld work 1o the best of his potential and be given only what is enough 4
for hies to méane his both ends meet": The human reason is awe-struck on this crucial
.point ahd is Pobing the way to proceed righteously further and farther, This was the
cconomic aspect of human life apd reflectéd no exception to the multi-variate
impedimepts the human reason has been Confronting_incessantly on the walk of life.

Internal Conflicts Within Man. - _ '

Though confused. map siever forgot 46 exercise the option of his choice and.
will. In doing so he got trappred on way to his path where there was no external
danger encountering him: it «was only the will-o’-the-wisp clung to the apron of his

mtellect at every measure e suggested. It was his new adversary whom he did not
_ﬂ TR T T —
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CONFLICTS AND CONTRADICTIONS
IN HUMAN THOUGHT AND
THE APPROACH TO THE
" HOLY QURAN

By
Prof. Dr. Manzoor-ul-Hague
Director Research and Publications
Faculty of Education, University of Sindh.
Elsa Kuzi Cumpus, Hyvderabad

************************************************

The Trail of human thought. from Grecian to . the most recent time
philosophers and scientists. is fraught with conflicts and contradictions. In the
beginning. the universe in it npature. to the human thought. was stmply a dune of
inanimate clax.

Nature of Universe.

Now it is found that it is not such a heap of clay but a “pure movement™ or

“abstract energy™ in its origin. It brought a0 guestions to the human thought: what is
the origin of the absolute energy: how the diversified fickleness and wondrously awe-
Inspiring novelties gushing forth? The human mind to these questions is still ‘struck
with awe and finds no head or tail of what he has discovered over years for
understanding the nature of universe.

Life and Consciousness. .

" The human mind pondered over the nature of life and consciousness. and
eventually concluded that it came out of itself merely on the basis of mechanistic
process of its evolution from the organic matter. but when maturity prevailed over his

experiments and experiences. he changed his mind and inferred that life and

consciousness can never be the outcome of this mechanistic process: it has its origin -

somewhere else. Again the searching question to the mind was “where does lie its
origin? The human thought till now finds no clue o it to go ahead.

Ethics: Good and Eyvil in Life.

The other questions flashed in the human mind were about the occurrence of
the events: why does man labor under the vicissitudes of calamities and misfortunes”
Why is he yoked in the well of life as an oppressed and suppressed person’
Eventually what is his fault in case of failure? Why is evil let foose in the universe?
Why does "good™ not prevail everywhere? What s, ultimately. the remedy to the
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