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[Shariat Appellate Bench Supreme Court of Pakistan]

Criminal Petition t.‘or Leave to Appeal No, 24(8) of 1991, decided on 4th
March, 1992,

(m) Muhammadan Law....
Remarriage of a woman... Period of Iddat is 39 days-

The period of ‘Iddat’ laid down by the Holy Qura’mn
is not 90 .days. It ‘is rather three periods of
menstruations which do not necessarily extend to 90
days. According to Hanifi Jurists the minimum period of
menstruation is 3 days and the minimum peried of ‘Tuhr’

(period of purity) is 15 days.



s e e

In the 1light of these principles, the minirum

period of ’Iddat’ may be 39 days, because this is the

period in which it is possible for a woman to have
three menstruations with two intervening periods cf
purity. It is thus clear that a marriage performed
after 39 days from the divorce can be a valid marriage
according to Shariah if the woman has passed through

three periods of nenstruation during this period
[p-1282] K.

Surah Al-Bagara: 2:228, Al-Fatawa Al-Alamgiria

Vol-I, pp 36 and 37, Book I, Chapter 6 and Al-
Qura’‘n 65:4 refer.)
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(Urdu Translation by Pir Muhammad Karam Shah and
English Translation by Muhammad Asad)

2:228 - And the divorced women shall undergo, without
remarrying, a waiting-period of three monthly
courses. '

65:1 - O Prophet ! When you [intend to] divorce women,
- divorce them with a view to the waiting-period

appointed for them, and reckon the period
[carefully], and pe conscious of God, Yyour
Sustainer.

65:4 - And now as for such of your women as are beyond

the age of monthly courses, as well as for such as
do not have any courses, their waiting-period - If
you have any doubt ([about it]l- shall be three
[calendar] months. :

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

ACCORDING TO OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNAECOLOGISTS:

Menstruation normally occurs at intervals of 22 to
35 (mean 28) days and the duration of the bleeding
phase varies from 1 to 8 (mean 5).days. This may be
conveniently expressed as 28/5; indicating that the
menstrual cycle (i.e. from the onset of menstruation to
ite next appéarance ) lasts 28 days, and the bleeding
phase 5 days. It iz alsb convenient particularly since
Steroid therapy is available to designate the days of
menstrual cycle. Day 1 is taken to indicate the day
menstruation starts.

{Fundamentals 6f Ohstetrics and Gynaecology vol II by Derek
Llewellyn Jones)

{Jeffcoate’s Principles of Gynaescology , Fifth Edition)

{Gynaecology - Principles and pPractices 19%0 by Zev Rosenwaks)
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