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[ The Paper read by (Miss) Shamim Anwar on
the occasion of Second Death Anniversary of Late
Allama Ghulam Ahmed Parwez on February 21, 1987.]

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Since I stood here before you on this platform full one year aé
the Pakistani nation, that is, you and me, and everybody else hz
been pre-occupied with the question: What is wrong with us? What

ails us? Copicus journalistic literature has been produced in the:
form of feature articles, editorials and letters. The climax came !

B

when the President of the country summoned a conference of 500
(bureaucrats, wmilitary generals,; wulemas and intellectuals) to
identify the problem number one of  Pakistan, Immediately, the
opposition held its own conference declaring that the President
himself was the problem number one! {It is another matter, that
the vested interests in the country think that ?*Zia is the presi-
dent, all's well with Pakistan'). This whole exercise of identi-
fylng our ailment, our problems, brought forth some suggestions.
For instance, elections on the basis of 1973 constituktion, aboli-

tion of corruption, sectarianism and disunity etc.. I am afraid

all these are, at best, superficial explanations and suggestions,
in fact all these are not the actual problems or the causes of our
decadence. They are the results, the consequences of causes that

lie buried deep in our history, and deeper still in our nati®nal
psyche.

However, to face these realities, to face the truth about our-
selves demands courage and honesty. The Quran defines 'truth' as
fact, 1i.e. 'Fact' is the 'Truth'. 1In recent history Sir Syed,
Igbal and Parwez as thinkers and scholars, and again Sir Syed and
Jdinnah as practical Statesmen, are models before us who confronted
realities as they were, no matter how ugly and unpleasant they may
be. It is a pity that the people who claim these great leaders as
their own are today internationally ridiculed as ostriches and

pigeons. It 1is high time the nation pulled its head out of the
sand and opened its eyes.

I shall naturally attempt to talk in the light of Quranic

Y
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ttitudes and values. If there are any mistakes and lapses the
-esponsibility, of course, 1is entirely mine.

fas-a student of history, my understanding of the past one thousand
~years . in-the Indo-Pak subcontinent is a history of conquest and

‘ subjugation by imperial forces, forces that 1abeled themselves as

'Muslims'. They came from Arabia, Iran, Ceritral Asia and
Afghanistan. Now, imperialism is imperialism; 1t does not become
good by adding the prefix 'Muslim’ to it. We cannot say 'British'
imperialism 18 bad, and *Muslim’ imperialism is good. If there
were, incidentally, some positive results of the 'Muslim’ impact,
so were there of the tBritist' impact, 'ever more so. However, at
the moment I am concerned about the psychological impact on those
who conquer and subjugate and rule over other people. The whole
process 1s self-defeating because it leads to negative character-
istics and - dehumanisation of the rulers themselves. They become
arrogant, cruel and unjust. They act as bullies and start suffer-
ing from superiority complex, thinking they are always right.
They refuse to listen to others, particularly those from amongst
the enslaved. One disqualification of Moses, in the eyes of

Pharach, was that Moses belonged Lo the conquered and enslaved
subjects. Eventually, by destroylng others, they end up by des-
troying their own selves. '

Jow, those who are enslaved, like we ourselves were for more than
two hundred years by the British, also develop equally negatlive
characteristics. They become cowardly, deceitful, sycophantic and
crooked; they start suffering from inferiority complex, losing
confidence, initiative and leadership qualities; they are no
longer creatlive and inventive, and are unable LO think for Cthem-
selves; they become lazy, dependent and highly emotional people.
In short, they cannot stand on their own feet, and are ever ready
to sell themselves at the first opportunity.

1 am sure you have already got the point I am trying to make.,

Since we have a combination in our national psyche, the negative
heritage of both the conqueror and the conquered, the picture that
looms large before us is a horrifying one. The mixture of the

_above mentioned characteristics means that we are denieg the

great human gqualities of a living dynamic people like love for
freedom, COUrage, pride, the ability to say 'No' even to God,
absence of the fear of death, .upright, and a commitment to ones
promise made, even at the cost of ones life. In order to compre-
nend Quran and accept its challenges, one has to be a 1living
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people; to the dead and decadent people, with weak minds, a s
Stirring Message of Islam, which infuses a spirit of freeégm[
responsibility and which not only urges to stand on ones feet
even to accept the leadership of protecting the victims.
injustice anywhere in the world, 1is beyond their ken. No wond
during the 1937 election, CQuaid-e-Azam in exasperation lament
Muslim are either the camp followers of the Congress or bo
lickers of the British. 1In his book '"Mairaj-e-Insaniat' Ppaps
Sahib has pin-pointed that in the 6th century A.D. world culture
only the Arabs, who had been till then neither the conquerors n.
the conquered had the ability to be the recipient of such .
Message. and such a Mission. The character of  the pre-Islamic
"Arabs  is replete with anecdotes of valour, daring, and love of
freedom. It is incorrect on the part of writers on Islamiat or
so-called 'Islamic History' to say that the last Nabi was revealed
to the Arabs because they were worst of the lot. On the contrary,
they were the best. It is ano*er matter that when these Arabs
indulged in imperialism themselves, they lost their caaracter.
That is why Allama Igbal, 1in his 1930 Address at Allahabad, said
that ({(Pakistan idea)- aimed at wiping off "the stamp of Arab
‘imperialism from Islam".

At this stage, one wonders why Igbal chose this area to experiment
such .an elevating and challenging vision of humanity. ' In the
context of what I have said above, it does not appear to be the
right choice. But Iqbal did have definite conditions and reason:
for his choice. I have Parwez Sanhib's authority to state the
following: It so happened that the north-western part of India,
which is Pakistan toda » apart from being a Muslim majority area,
was reserved by the British for recruiting soldiers for the
British Indian army. So. this area was not industrialised or else
people would have sought jobs in the factories. Hence the vested
interests of the Big Industry and Big Business did not develop
here. The ‘only vested interests were the landed feudals who had
been gifted land by the British for helping them during the Great
‘Revolt of 1857, To them a strong warning was given by Jinnah.
Igbal had already ferociously attacked them in his poetry.

Secondly, the British were eventually withdrawing from India.
This would automatically create.a vacuum to be easily filled in by
2 new revolutionary government. This was not possible anywhere
élse in the so-called 'Muslim' world ‘because there were already
well-entrenched = systems and governments difficult to be uprooted.
It. is "a tragedy that we are faced with a similar situation in
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istan today. All kinds of vested interests have taken root and

re is a government in existence that safeguards these
;éresbg.‘ A very clever 'think-tank'is perpetuating the status
o, rather Tregressing, by woman bashing and through the
mpulsory  subjects of Islamic and Pakistan Studies. But this
srdid tale will have to be told some other time. Shortage of
ime does not permit me to speak on it now. Moreover, I would like
> draw your attention to a strange hypocritical  situation that
ravails within us and in the root of our existence as Pakistanis.
sre I would like to quote Khushwant Singh, an Indian Journalist,
10 has visited Pakistan many times. In . his 'Around the World' (a
bllection of articles on his travels) he says: - "This two-nation
neory that the Pakistanis swear by 1s a lot of hogwash =~ And
ney know 1it." This is typical of his bawdy lahguage, but my
bservation about the intelligentsia of Pakistan confirms this
iewppint. People who matter, the opinion-makers and decision-
akers, inwardly among themselves, do not believe in 1it, “but
utwardly they continue to repeat it without any comprehension.
nstead of re-searching it themselves, they have lost the game by
efault. by leaving it to the Mullah. The consequences are that -
he nation has lost its sense of direction and  commitment. One
nly has to stand by on the road side and watch the traffic pass
y to realise the characterlessness of the nation. Without
ommitment, without the sense of loyalty and pride, a national
haracter cannot be developed. For instance, even a gang of thugs
isplays extraordinary character within the gang, abiding by its
ules .and regulations, though outside the gang the thugs are
upposed to murder and plunder their fellow human beings. We are
ot even like those thugs.

fter having said all this, ‘the gquestion arises: What is our hope
or tomorrow? Surely, we cannot end on a frustrating apd pessimis-
ic note.

ne glimmer of light that I see in this very dismal scenario is

hat the people of Pakistan have never been pro-Mullah. Whenever
here has been a choice between a Mullah and a non-Mullah, they
ave always chosen the latter. Our 40 years of history proves it.
or example, in the 1946 elections, the people chose Jinnah, and
ejected the Mullah; in 1965, the one organised party, the Jamaat-
~Islami acquired only one seat in the National Assembly, it was
yub and other politicians who got rest of the seats:*n 1970,they
ianaged to acquire only 4 seats against Bhutto and others. They
‘ared no better in the 1977 or the so-called 1985 elections. It

-



; : \
SIQAC 9¢ . LN
: , — Sé&ff

is the anti-Mullah stance of the people that will .work f°
better tomorrow, if and when a leader emerges who. has the ca
and stature of a Jinnah. He will not be the one who will ?
games with the priesthood to seek cheap popularity.;. Secondl:
is the grass root education as visualised by Sir Syéd's Al
educational movement that has been our saviour, and hoping. ti
am not speaking too soon. we have sc far, escaped Khomenies, -~

,Actually, this was the thrust of Parwez Sahib's desperate att;
at establishing a residential college on Sir Syed's model, and
this very reason it was thwarted by the powers that be. Thit
ah area where we must continue our struggle, a goal where -~
attention must be constantly directed. There is no substitute
education in bringing about a permanent change in the attitude
and values of the society. N

- - \
However, 1 would say that a particular piece of land is no more
sacred than another. The whole planet, Earth, is the bomeland of
the human family. Wherever the atmosphere is conducive, wherever

there exists a people with the character of the Arabs. of the . tth

Century A.D. the Quranic experiment can be made. Where we have

failed, somebody else may succeed. We are not the chosen people,

nobody is! This was the rationale behind Parwez Sahib's project’
‘of translating into English his "Mafhumal-Quran' and ogper books.

He wanted to speak to a bigger and wider audience. He did not

succeed in this either and he felt desperate about it in the last

days of his life. To translate his books into English is a debt

we owe him. ‘ ' ' '

In any case, seen from the universal angle, the human race 1is
moving in the ‘direction its creator wanted it to move. Only it is
too painful and too prolonged and torturous a route it has taken.
Who will be the lucky people who will succeed in economising this
effort and time, as Igbal puts it, only time will tell.

(Miss) Shamim Anwar
Kinnaird College,
Lahore.



