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“IQBAL-THE POET AND THE POLITICIAN”

(A Rebuttal to Rafiq Zakaria)
By
Shamim Anwar

(This is in continuation of the article that appeared in Tohi-e-Islam in the month of April)

It is an established and known fact that both the Hindus and the British were
hand in glove in seeing to it that while they apparently surrendered to the Muslim
League demand to partition India, they tried their level best to kill Pakistan at its very
birth. They wanted to see it still-born. This is evident from the unjust manner in which
the provinces of the Punjab and Bengal were divided, violating the principle of Hindu
and Muslim majority areas; the deliberate attempt to create the Kashmir problem
thereby controlling the life-line of the new state; causing an unprecedented refugee
problem; refusing to transfer the due shares of Pakistan's financial and military assets;
and sending the regiments of the (British) Indian army (major part of which was
Muslim) to Indonesia and other hot spots, so that the new-born state would have-no
soldiers to defend itself. And to top it all, the Indian propaganda machinery, one of the
mnost powertul and mighty was in action to defame the Pakistan Movement with its
biggest lie that it was a British agent! This is strange indeed because the British
themselves all along have made no bones about their opposition to the partitioning of
India, and for that matter, now ample material is available, with all the relevant papers
and documents being accesibfe. As to why they opposed it, they have thejr own
retionale behind it, the explanation of which, for the sake of brevity can be postponed .
to some other time. What we are concerned about at the moment is that in spite of it,
even after almost half a century, Pakistan continues to be the target of this propaganda,
apart from other stategic moves. One aspect of this propaganda is the intellectual
‘onslaught through what appears to be intensive research and scholarship. One such
research "Igbal-the poet and the Politicians" by Rafiq Zakaria has already. been referred
to ir my previous article. The author has attacked the Pakistan Movement from
various angles, but I had picked up only one aspect, namely, Igbal-Jinnah team work.
In this article I am attempting to rebuttal other aspects that Rafiq Zakaria has touched
upon to cast doubts on the bonfides of the Pakistan Movement itself.



Do

|'I'9Iu-e-lslam B 62 B ' September 1996 —‘

Rafiq Zakdria's main thrust is to prove “his (Igbal’s) involvement with India”
and as Khushwant Singh has said in his introduction to the book that “He (Rafig
/.akaria) has tried to synthesise Igbal’s commitment to Islam with his love for his
motherland™. He i1s more concerned with proving that Igbal loved India as much as he
loved Islam.” To justify “Indian nationalism™ and its fogical sequence an “Indian nation
state” is not difficult. The world community has been moving in this direction and is
still stuck in its web for last so many centuries. Many best thinkers of the West, where
this concept and institution evolved, have already vehemently criticised and rejected it
on itsnon-human basis, but as always the politicians who have their own axes to grind
and the people at large who are easily hoodwinked by them, are way behind these
thinkers.

Professor Cobban emphasises: “Nationalism is a feeling which is born out of
hatred and lives on enmity,” This is not suprising, for after all'in the ultimate analysis
nationalism is no more than an extension of tribalism, a change that ‘is quantitative,
rather than qualitative. No wonder Aldous Hurley says that the “National Person™ is
transformed “into the likeness of their stupid, hysterical and insanely touchy tribal
divinity.” This problem is aptly psychoanalysed by Eric Fromm in his “Sane Society.”
He considers the birth of man as “passive and accidental”, and therefore his ties to the
soil and blood is an existence on animal level. If man is to be “fully born™ he has to free
himself from these ties. He goes on to say that people who have incestuous fixation to
the soil have “regressd from the principle of reason and justice. ...

' The question that arises is: Is this the kind of natibnalism that Rafiq Zakaria is
defending and pining for?. A nationalism that screams out “my country, right or
wrong?” To have childhood sentimental attachment to a place where one is born and
brought up is one thmg but to build a whole philosophy of life on it and fix ones
identity on it is quite another. It is shocking to note that in ordergustify his stand, Rafiq
Zakaria has not even spared the Rasool-Allah Muhammad (P.B.U H). He quotes a
reaction of his from history when he was leaving Mecca for Medina. “What a beautiful
city you are! I love,you and hold you dear. If my people had not driven me. away, |
would never have Wit You and settled elsewhere” Even if this saying is authentic, it
does not vindicate Rafiq Zakaria's love for geographical nationahsm It the Rasool’s
(P.B.U_H) sentiments were that important and powerful he would have compromised
with the people who were driving him out, but he did not. To him and to his followers .
(and the fottowers of any Nabi) the whole universe is beautiful, and the whole globe is
his home, He .will live anywhere, in any land which makes the success of the Quranic
mission posqlble Sentiments cannot over-rule the Quranic mission. Sentimental love is
immature dnd Chlldlsh and, it does not behme a Nabi,-be he Ibrahim, Moses. Jesus or
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Muhammad (P.B.U.H) to lament the loss of it Each one of them broke their ties with
the soil and blood and left their birth place for a higher, grander human voal.
Muhammad (P.B U.H) did not compromise this goal nor did [gbal. for which Ralig
Zakaria chastises him It is pathetic that he created a contradiction for himself in the
very example of Muhammad (P.B.U.H) that he quoted.

Actually, the problem lies in the fact that Rafiq Zakaria looks at Islam and Igbal
from the traditional, deviational approach--a mere set of rituals and an act of niety
thrown in here ad there. As a scholar writing on Igbal one would expect from him &
deeper insight into the issue. It is not merely an issue of secularism and nomn—
secularism. It would therefore be in the fitness of things to pause here and very briefly
focus on the vision that inspired Igbal.

As a highly sensitive and human person, Iqbal's heart was steeped in pain and’
anguish at the suffering of humanity. He dreamt a Quranic dream of reviving the
concept of a centre or a group of people who would live and die for humanity. In fact
that alone would be the justification of its existence, for otherwise there would be no
point in just adding another unit to the already existing innumerabie ones, splitting and
cutting humans into bits. * This group of people were to work for the benefit of all,
irrespective of race, language, colour, creed or sex. They were to act as the guardians
or “chowkidars' of humanity, staying the hand of the tyrant, be it in the form of
maonarchy. feudalism, capitalism, imperialism, slavery, colour bar, women's subjugation,
child tabour, poverty, classes and casteism, anything that demeans and destroys human
dignity and survival, Under the din and clash of bipolar and now unipolar power, no
one thinks of others; gach unit thinks, at best of, and for onesclf The globe badly
needs a centre that reaches out universally and equidistantly to humanity, a centre that
does not get bogged down in immediate gains and profits, in petty quarrels and
shortsightedness, a centre that encompasses all in a loving embrace and does justice
even to its'enemy. Such was Igbal's vision, the vision of all Anbiya, the foundation of
which was laid by Ibrahim and inangurated by Muhammad (P.B.U.H) in his " Fairwell
Address", a beautiful and a lofty Human Rights Charter. For this kind of an expertment
or a role model, a difinite territory, free from any internal and external pressure was a
prerequisite. as it would - be for - any system.

Talking about systems and ternitory, many ambiguous and confusing ideas in the
book under review can be sorted out For example, when we talk about an Tslamic
System’, its parrallel is a ‘capitalist’ and ‘communist’ or any other system. It is not a
question of a secular state giving freedom to its citizens to practise its rituals and to
preach. [slamic system itself'is the greatest harbinger of religious freedom, but itself it
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Is not a religion in the traditional sense of the word.  In a nutshell, all religions are the
tesult of a strategy of the vested interests to defeat the revolutions launched by the
Anbiya, by petrifying its powerful symbolism into meaningless ritualism, and by the
jugglery of words and terms of the language by misuse of semantics. So an Islamic
system needed a territory just as capitalism and communism need it. Communism
cannot flourish in a capitalist state, and vice versa. It is in this context that Rafiq
Zakana's query about whether Indian Muslims are Muslims is countered Muslims live
in India just as a communist has to live in a non-communist state. Indeed, they are
Muslims, but why they had to stay back in India is a story that must be told in a
separatc cffort. As a strong Indian territorial nationalist he attempts to pick another
hole in Igbal's armour. Referring to his firm belief that territorial nationalism was a
danger to the unity of the human race, he reminds Igbal of inter-religious wars and wars
among Muslim kingdoms, more bloody than cven territoriai wars. According to him
Igbal had no answer for that. This comment is neither true nor fair. His “Pakistan
ldea™ was ““for Islam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp that Arabian imperalism
forced on it----- " His whole philosophical venture and his political approach was to
retrieve the Quran from the debris of the Sassanian, Judeo-Christian and Hindu
Civilisations that had fallen on it. I have already mentioned above that religion in the
traditional sense is the vested interest strategy (a Pharoah + Haaman + Qaroon
combine) to crush human kind. Thus these so-called religious wars are in reality anti-
higher values. As for territorial wars, they are the direct result of hatred and enmity.
The former is “in spite of it”, and the latter is “because of it,” and that makes all the
difference. These few examples should suffice to unfold Rafiq Zakaria's methodology
in treating or evaluating Iqbal’s vision. At the same time he never fails to praise him as
a poet, and would like India to own him, and be proud of him. But this is not to sav
that he chides India for disowning him; if he appears to do that it is only to under-mine
and negate Pakistan's presence. Igbal is an Indian poet, you know, and Pakistan has
nothing to do with him. To associate his name with Pakistan was only an afterthought!
Another way of putting it is that great as a poet, Igbal was no good politician  This is
the significance of the very title of the book -- "Igbal-the Poet and the Politician" By
decrying him as a pofitician, Rafiq Zakaria thinks that it is easy to negate Pakistan's
existence. But it'is not so easy. There is a unity in the personality and thinking of
Igbal, and the poet and the politician cannot be separated or delinked. A thorough
study of his poetry, his speeches and statements will reveal that he is the brain behind
the Pakistan Movement.  From 1908 onwards, he remained backstage because
according to his analysis the Muslims at the time were drifting in directions he
disapproved of. So he slowly and surely, fired their imagination and activities in the
direction he wanted through his poetry. The time he was waiting {0 strike came in
1930, and hence the Allahabad Address. He wds indeed a politician par excellence.
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And yet he is most chagrined at Igbal's Allahabad Address of 1930. In this
Igbal has taken the whole universal scenario and explained the rationale behind the new
political entity which emerged on the scene as the state of “Pakistan”. He éttempts to
berate its tremendous historical significance by describing it as “a miserable affair "
Why? Because “It was originally to be held in an open place or a large auditorium, but
fearing a low turn-out, the organisers shifted it to the ‘haveli’ of a zamindar where
hardly 200 people could be accomodated.” Thus Rafiq Zakaria undermines and
demeans this historic session and chides the historians for making much of it. only
because of the number of people attending it. He brushes off the whole exercise.
Coming from a scholar, such a comment is a naive and immature one. Thomas Carlvie
has well said that " Every new opinion at its starting is precisely in a minority of one."
Now, simply because it is a minority of one, is it to be considered wrong. and then
when it manages to gather round itself 50 more, s it to be considered right” This is
where the mechanism of democracy or the standard of right and wrong goes awry, and
this is where the modern man has foundered The Truth, or the Sun continues to shine
bright as ever, even when all the people, put together, declare that the sun does not
exist. Rafiq Zakaria ought to have argued critically at length against the “Allahabad .
Address” to make his point; after all Iqbal was right then when he said that heads have
to be weighed, not counted. And when it comes to weighing the “Allahabad Address”
it is so remarkably weighty that even if Igbal had not written a single other sentence, or
even any of his poems, he would still be immortal. As Erich Fromm would put it " The
complete victory over these incestuous ties (to the soil) is the full establishment of the
spiritual reality of moral and intellectual conscience..” This is what Igbal was aiming .
for, for . . the love of humanity. -

It would be worth analysing here that when Igbal chose North-Western India to
be that particular territory wherefrom he could start his mission as a role model, (Quran
forbids force and compulsion in imposing its system and values on anyone) it was not
because it happened to be his native iand. including the “beloved" city of his birth
There was no sentimental slogan of “territorial nationalism" like Rafiq Zakaria's
obssession with “Indian nationalism” and “India". At that particular time in history,
this territory was the only one which was by and large conducive to Igbal's vision. For
one thing, this area had been used by the British rulers as a recruiting ground for the
British Indian Army, hence industrialisation was discouraged. At the time of
independence only 10% of Indian industry was located here. This gave a fresh ground
to any new regime to start a new era without confronting Big Business and a ruthless
capitalist system. Over and above this, the British, who were to withdraw afier the
world war 11 according to their announcement, would leave behind a clear ground to
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~atablish a new government of Igbal's vision. Every other territory or state in the
Muslim world had a medieval system and well-entrenched vested interest in their
existing governments.  The one problem that could present an obstacle were the -
landlords and the * waderas', and to them the Qaid had already given a warning, while
Iybal’s poetry is a great harbinger of the Quranic concept that the resources of the land
all over the globe have to be partaken by humanity, and no human can own it. Such
ownership is a challenge to the Creator and resulis in dire consequences to the human
race. That is what happened to Pakistan after Qaid-e-Azam's demise, and it is true
Igbal would hardly recongnise, leave alone own Pakistan of today, as Rafiq Zakaria
says. But that is another story. However what has to be emphasised here is: so what if
the Pakistani people have so far failed; this territory was only a means to an end; 1t
[qbal's vision failed here, it ciin be tried in any other piece of land on this globe. This is
the difference  between territorial and idealogical nationalism.

This whole exercise of the Pakistan Movement was the care and concern of
Igbal and Jinnah for humanity. Much has been said above on this. So naturally, its
leadership could never be anti-Hindu, or for that matter, anti-British or anti-anybody
Rafiq Zakaria picks up this point of not being anti-Hindu as a proof that Igbal loved
India, and hence “Indian Nationalism”. We must remember that if Igbal appreciated
some Indian thinkers, he also admires many western writers. He is a lover of humanity
and shares their joys and anguish. Since Rafiq Zakaria does not catch this point. he
gets all confused about the subject he is tackling. " He picks holes in Igbal’s vision
wherever it clashes with “Indian Nationalism”, and then praises him on some point or
the other where he can link him up with India. He sounds like he goes, bla, bla,
bla.......... * but Brutus is an honourable man.” Thank God, he worked on the level of
scholarship only, or else, Antony-like, he would have ended the whole thing in fire and
smoke.

Courtsey: “The Nation”
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