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TOLU-E-ISLAM QUOTED IN HIGH COURT

MR. JUSTICE M. R. KAYANI

Judge (who became chief justice West Pakistan High Court), recorded
in his judgement (dated 19" September 1957), in the case—Ghulam Bhik v.
Hussain Begum—as follows:--

“There are four recognized sources of Muhammadan Law,
namely (1) the Quran, (2) Hadith (according to some, an
interchangeable term with Sunnat), (3) Qias (Reasoning by
Analogy) and (4) Ijma’ (Consensus of opinion among doctors of
religion at a particular time in respect of some particular matter).
So far as the Quran goes, I have no intention of interpreting its
provisions, which are accepted generally as immutable, though in
some details interpreted differently. The real difficulty comes to
be faced with Hadith, which reports the Sunnat or practice of the
Prophet. Apart from the fact that the authenticity of a Hadith in
respect of a particular matter is seldom free from dispute, even
the established practice of the Prophet in certain matters was
departed from by some of the Khulafa-e-Rashidin, particularly
Umar. Quite a respectable number of such instances have been
stated in an excellent treatise in Urdu entitled “The Principle of
Law-making in Islam”, published by the Idara-e-Tolu-e-Islam,
Karachi, from which I have derived great benefit. The correct
attitude towards the interpretation of Muslim law as illustrated by
Sunnat, if I may venture to give an opinion, would be to regard it
as changeable in detail to suit the requirements of time and place.
In fact, I am not giving an opinion, but indicating actual practice.
It is not necessary for me to say here that the argument for
Sunnat being based on revelation is not well founded.”

The book referred to above is

Jyeal S (g3kn g 538 yra p Shasd

(P.L.D. 1957—LAHORE, 998)




Justice or Just Ice! VI

By

Aboo B. Rana

It goes without saying, you may encounter errors, even illogicality and
contradictions, in my line of thought. | always snuggle myself in the cozy
opinion of the little knowledge that | claim to have, no thinker however erudite
is without them. It would be inconsiderate and insensitive on anyone’s part,
attempting to convince us, to give up on the goodness in life, at any price.
Except, on a promise that a much more enthralling, enchanting, charismatic
life continues after this one.

Yet still, any compassionate heart would sink, if told this life is but an
empty dream, a hoax. That all our efforts and struggles are only moving
towards a dead end. And our deeds will end in vain. The average person
thinks Islamic system is a very far fetched idea and is adamant on being
pessimistic on this subject. Perhaps so, nevertheless | remain adamant on
insisting Islamic system is very much plausible. If it is not possible, it shall
only prove, either Evil is too powerful or our belief in Allah is too weak. These
conclusions, in case of no compromise, may be flawless; nonetheless, they
leave behind a bad taste and a feeling of discomfort for the believers in
Quran. Allah has preserved for all times, the words of Yaqoob™UH in Quran,
when he says to his sons, in Chapter 12, verse 87:

“Only disbelievers become hopeless in the mercy of Allah”

When | speak of compromise, by no ways | mean to compromise on an
evil option. Too difficult to accept for a thinking heart, even a God in Heaven
there happens to be. Speculate on these lines and the outlook on our life will
change. The pieces of the Grand Jig-Saw puzzle will begin to fall in their
places.

God creates human life above all other creatures, it is destined to
conquer this Universe one day; at the same time, to grant us life equivalent
not even to a dewdrop, compared with cosmic oceans of time, makes little
sense. There has to be more to life than what we perceive, in order for it to be



meaningful. ‘Modern optimism, in my opinion, is doomed,” says Lowes
Dickinson, ‘unless we believe there is more significance in individual lives that
appears on the surface............ * ‘That man is dead,” said Goethe, ‘even in
this life, who has no faith in another.” These are thoughts, from the hearts of
great thinkers of our present era that need be seriously considered. And they

were not Muslims.

You do not have to remind me that | am fighting a losing battle. That in
my case of good and evil, my arguments you will say, hardly carry any
practical weight. Who cares, you may be thinking, about these matters
anyway these days! If Truth depended on the counting of number of heads,
no Messenger would have succeeded in this world. Truth does not make its
appearance, on the number of votes. ‘If fifty million people,” reminds B.
Russell, ‘say a foolish thing. It still remains foolish.” If Truth is beyond our
world of perceptions — by which, | do not mean, it is opposed to this world —
then the yardstick to measure Truth also exists somewhere beyond this world.
In this universe, everything exists in relative terms. How then, should we
measure the Absolute? We indeed only perceive its manifestations around us
or may only dimly conceive about it. Its vibrations are sensed everywhere.
With or without us. Inside or outside of us. If we cannot measure Truth by any
worldly yardstick, we are unable to escape it also. ‘What appears,’ says
Anaxagoras, ‘is a vision of the unseen.’ It is this elusive ascription of Truth,
responsible for our skeptical glances. We shall indeed be deceiving
ourselves, if we reach the conclusion that Mind, which possesses a long
record of its own history, has no more to say or discover, or that this life will
become extinct with our next world war. My arguments may sound
reasonable to you. And yet, you have also read repeatedly in the Quran many
a times the words: Wa to izo mun ta’sha’au, wa to zillo mun ta’sha’au!
(Arabic) It is Allah’s wish to whom He may render honours and it is His wish
whosoever He dishonours. These words of the Quran, indeed are very true, |
will not deny. Though it is not as difficult a subject as most Muslims believe,
nonetheless, this is just a human endeavour, for which | shall expect to be
excused, in case my sentences do not sound convincing. Most Sufis
because of these words have interpreted the meanings,

Wy & Gl A o [y J &

If the Almighty is oblivious to our deeds in this worldly life, the question
comes to mind, why did He care to send Messengers with His warnings and
messages, again and again? In fact, the interpretation of these words
becomes more understandable, if we say, we have the right to our opinions
and judgments. And yet, the burden of the final and ultimate wish rests on



Him. It is an undeniable fact, the sun, the moon, the stars, the angels in the
heavens and every element in this universe move according to His
knowledge, desire, commands and plan. Everyone knows this. Yet we do not
have time to care and listen to the undercurrents, what He wants us human
beings to do in this temporal life. Of Course, AllahSWT is the owner of
everything that is present and non-present. Being so, He has the right to the
final wish. So that no good deed goes unrewarded and no evil deed escapes
punishment. We often hear the words that our conscience did not allow us to
do such and such a deed. Our conscience, dear hearts, is nothing else but
society internalized. If Allah has given us ‘ander ki awaz,’(Urdu) or conscience
that is capable of guiding us, separating for us the good from evil, then why
the need for the Quran? Again the same question, if we cannot determine our
deeds, then why must Allah put us into hell? Of what use are the warnings in
the Quran, if my deeds are predetermined? It is because He is all powerful
and no human can match with His knowledge that He gave us the guide book
to follow. It is in the man made systems that our minds paralyse. That do not
let us determine what we want to do. As human beings, if we cannot
determine our actions, then why the words in the opening chapters of the

Quran, "’M‘ﬁ..........ﬂhat it is for those who maintain Tagwa and wish
to take guidance. Of what use is the guidance if my destiny is predetermined.
If a person does not believe in AllahSWT as the one and only creater of this
universe, then it is a different story. And for those, who do believe in His
Being as almighty, to say that conscience is also a source of guidance, brings
confusion in the minds. Or for that matter, if Allah is going to decide at His
own caprice, without any rhyme or reason, then why is He being
compassionate and considerate to explain that taking interest on money is
forbidden. What to eat and which things are prohibited for us! How must we
behave in our relationships! How to manage matrimonial matters! That
gambling and alchohol are prohibited! The interpretation of the words in the

Quran, "L"uu'nduq s L ok would sound more plausible, that

since Allah possesses all knowledge, therefore His is the Ultimate wish as to
who deserves respect and who will be the cause of His wrath.

The confusion arises in the word ‘wish.” The wish of Allah is not the
same as human wish. According to us, we desire something one day and
then after a few days that desire changes to something else. Or we wish
something and stubbornly remain glued to it, even on knowing that it was evil,
what we wished for in the first place. If we read the whole Quran objectively,
the meaning of ‘Allah’s wish’ becomes quite clear. Allah’s wish does not
change with His moods. The wish of Allah will not change; as He is all perfect



so His wish was correct from the start. The wish of Allah will remain constant.
It was Allah’s wish that water must be made of hydrogen and oxygen. This
wish of Allah shall stay constant for all times and at every place wherever
there is water. No one has the power to change this wish of Allah. The taste
of pure honey is made sweet by the wish of Allah. It shall be so wherever
there is honey anywhere in the world. It is Allah’s promise these wishes will
not change. Nor does anyone else have the powers to change them.
Wherever there is honey, its taste will stay permanent for all times. Allah only
demands from us to have faith in them. The same holds true in binding
human relations, the basic wishes or principles of Allah in the Quran will not
change. Now if we Muslims cannot live in peace as a family, it only means
we have not understood the wishes or principles of Allah that are in the
Quran.

We are commanded in the Quran to explore these principles and have
faith in Allah’s promise. When we behave and act according to what He
desires that is in the Quran, in that case He wishes honour. What He wishes
and what He desires us human beings to do, is all explained in the Quran, for
him or her whosoever wants guidance. And the basic structure of commands
of Allah explained in the Quran are constant and for all times to come. The
natural fruits that we eat everyday, do not distinguish between Muslims and
Non-Muslims. Apple juice is healthy not only for a Muslim or only for those
who maintain Tagwa. Fresh air is healthy for everybody. All blessings of
nature are free for everyone. The actual problem that we Muslims are
encountering is that we have lost the spirit of Quran.

Guo2 du gy st g 5w

The purpose of sending Quran is to make human beings good by
choice and not by force. We continue to teach the meanings of Quran in bits
and pieces. In doing so, sometimes the essence of Quran is lost. For
example, Quran narrates in chapter 11, verse 6: “Wa’ma min da’abba tin fil
ardi illa allala hee rizqoo ha......... ” (Arabic) The responsibility of Rizq
(nourishment and provisions) of every walking creature on earth is on Allah.
Indeed, every thinking heart observes, this is not what is happening in our
practical day to day living. Apparently this verse appears to us as a
contradiction. Majority of the innocent people in the under developed
countries either starve or are under nourished, living in sub-human conditions.
The convicts, rapists and murderers enjoy healthy meals in prison cells, while
most of the educated ones, fresh out of college, who are honestly struggling
in life, are either under nourished or hardly get two healthy meals. The
argument that is put forth by our Muslim priests and scholars is that since



Allah knows best, so it is His wish. Very easy to take the responsibility of the
shoulders and throw it on Allah. Are we conveying to the innocent mind, it is
Allah’s wish that convicts in prison cells must have healthy meals and the
educated ones must starve or walk around like stray animals looking for food,
or remain undernourished on this earth? This state of affairs will spin
anyone’s head and make him insane. It is in these circumstances, the
average mind becomes a victim of all kinds of mental diseases and sick. Are
these priests saying it is Allah’s wish that thugs and murderers must get
regular meals and those who have struggled for years in schools and
colleges, must remain under nourished? This situation only implies that Allah
wishes the tyrants and criminals to live and the innocent ones must starve.
The other possibility is, those who are already established, encourage new
comers into the profession to commit crimes, so they may be able to
overpower them in their careers? If not nepotism, what else do the
administrators expect in these conditions? As every family wants to survive
with some peace of mind. This is not Islamic thinking, gentle hearts, these are
careless and evil minds at work. We are only playing fast and loose with
nature. This kind of thinking only brings in more aggression instead of
peace. Quran narrates in clear words:

“And Allah is not the kind who would have been cruel to them;
they were brutal to themselves!” (Chapter 9, verse 80)

And “His blessings that Allah grants will not change, until the people
themselves change their hearts. As Allah is all hearing and all knowing”
(Chapter 8, verse 53) Are these priests implying that Allah has blessed
murderers in prison cells with meals and punished those who struggled to
educate themselves? Please do not give me it is Allah’s wish for crying out
loud. It is not even a laughable situation. It could become a healthy culture if
only the officials would think of switching the situation the other way around.
All Muslims have read in Quran that Allah does not favour tyrants. Yet, in the
same breath, we are teaching, “Bismillah hir rahman nir raheem,” In the name
of Allah the most magnificent, the most merciful. And the priestcraft further
argue:
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Any civilized mind is bound to think, where is the magnificence and
where is Allah’s mercy? Please, thinking hearts, do spare me from this kind of
logic. Obviously, this will never make sense to a growing mind or to anyone.
And every one knows this is not making sense in our practical world. These
are questions that sprout in the minds of students studying Quran; finding no
satisfactory answers, they turn to atheism or become civilized convicts. A



thinking mind reaches the conclusion that in this selfish practical world, good
deeds are only in children’s stories, books, plays and movies.

These are not, gentle hearts, tales from beyond. | am writing from
personal experiences. After sixteen hours of continuous painstaking work
when | use to come home, with just enough energy to make it to the doorstep,
my so called Muslim wife did not care to know if | had had a meal. All she was
interested in was money. | received scholarship documents in my office to be
completed, for advanced studies. The head clerk of the department in which |
was teaching in Pakistan, delayed in bringing me the needed papers from the
administration, as he wanted money under the table. Till today | am suffering,
as | was unable to send the documents of scholarship back before the
deadline date. | could start from the beginning and write a whole book on my
personal experiences and struggles that will freak the living daylights out of
any sane human. As | am not the only one, as well as that is not my intention
here, so | will leave this topic, with just these two incidences. All our struggles
and human efforts will go in vain, lovers of Quran, as long as cheating and
deceiving are on the rampage. We all make mistakes, and expect to be
forgiven. And usurping, swindling and eavesdropping are not mistakes, these
are evil habits.

Spare a moment of your careful thought, and try to see with me, in the
true light of Quran; the truth is these problems will never be resolved, in a
world of race for power and money. The world systems nowadays are
teaching us to become fearless in this race for power. And the rules of Quran
are teaching us on how to become good human beings. Families have always
flourished in the race for goodness. Whereas in the race for power and
money families are devastated. Since there are no scruples in the lust for
power and money.

Caliph Omar-e-FarooqR during his reign said, “Omar shall be held
accountable in the court of Allah even for a stray dog that died from hunger in
his domain.” It is this kind of Islam, gentle hearts, AllahS"T wants us to
believe and practice. Quran tells the leaders of Muslim nations to have fear of
Allah in their hearts. In this statement of OmarR, it is not only food for the body
that OmarR is speaking of, but there is also food for thought. OmarR speaks
not only of the hunger of Muslims. He meant food for all walking creatures in
an Islamic state. When the system of Allah is established, the upholders of
true Islam shall see to it that no living creature goes to sleep without proper
nourishment. Be it human or non human. /t is in this context, (when Muslims
uphold the principles of Quran as a whole and not in parts) Quran takes the
responsibility of providing nourishment to every living creature on Allah.



Individual efforts conducted can be included in good deeds or an
Islamic deed; to give it the name of the real Deen of Islam is wishful thinking.
We all know that Allah has never come down personally to provide food to
anybody. And Allah will not claim responsibility of those nations in which
people capitalize on others mind and body. It is only in a true Islamic state
when leaders and heads of state will stand for the words in Quran, with
solemn faith; it is then and only then the words of Quran will take practical
shape. It is then our prayers will have power and wings to reach the skies
above us. In a true Islamic state every evil idea, recidivism or nepotism is
nipped in the bud. Contrariwise, in every other system, these ideas remain
cold power that is just ice. In Islam there is no force or aggression. Quran is
very explicit on this account. The words “La iqra fid Deen” in Chapter 2 of
Quran mean Islam has to be embraced without compulsion. The only power
in Islam is an honest leader who loves and cares for his people. We are free
to choose whether we want a system in which people take responsibility for
each other or do we want a system in which people’s motive is for material
things in their deepest intentions.

The problem, gentle hearts, we face in our relationships and dealings
is because, as Muslims, we are not educated enough to think on the words of
the one and only Book we claim to believe in. The general attitude of the
common man has been perfectly expressed by our famous poet Faiz Sahib
when he says:

P2 G- S A B S |
T S w7 & LY

We indulge in all kinds of bizarre lunacies and expect Allah to address
our problems and take care of us. It is about time, we seriously sat with our
heads together and forgave each others misgivings, misfires, miseries,
handicaps, idle gossiping, complexes, our pessimistic thoughts and scuttle
butting; scuzzy intrigues, fake vanities and false egos. These shall never lead
to our peace to mind or ensure us a peaceful life. Again, gentle minds, do not
be mistaken. Life, | never said is a bed of roses........ I' It will never be so, as
long as Devil is alive and among us. What | am asserting is that we have a
choice. Do we want to be governed by God or by the Devil? The choice is
yours and mine for the making. | shall be the last person to take this freedom
of choice away from you. But whatever choice you make, be sincere and
honest about it with yourself. No one else can choose for you, only you know
better about yourself. The ancient saying of Socrates,” Know Thyself,” is as
much true today as it was in the times of the Greek savant. If these words of a



sage can live for more than a thousand years, | find no reason why Islam was
called a fired cartridge. Words of God and only a little over 1400 years old.
This time span is negligible when seen in context with the making of human
history. Unless we have become complacent in idolism. That Islam and its
demands are a burden on life and Paganism is more than enough for our life
styles. Just like the rich Arab tribes who became brainwashed with idolism,
before the advent of Islam. This universe in its infinitude of materials is
certainly not only the ideas that have arisen out of it. And if ideas or
philosophers are dumb, then every idea or philosophy is as dumb as any
other. Since all ideas have evolved from the same material mind. The
prerogative, if a prerogative it is of this life is ours, then we are the ones
paying the price for living on this earth.

Especially, in our age, in which the moralists have concluded, there is
no good or bad. Only our thinking makes it so. This conclusion, to which |
would like to agree with, would sound more convincing, could they start from
the foundations and say, there is no life or death. Only our thinking makes it
so. All good and bad, from my point of view, emerge from our profoundest
concept of life and death. Since we did not create Life, so we will never know
what is good or bad for it. From the Quran we learn that Life is a good
concept; in it we burgeon, unfold and bloom. Just so if anyone does not like to
agree with this opinion or his thinking prohibits him to believe in this view,
does not mean that life is bad. If it still isn’t clear to our abstract moralists, |
humbly beg them to have their brains ventilated. If we have a strong zeal, for
the enchanting and mesmerizing regions of God, we shall have to confront
and accept first of all, that Evil force. When we want to act in God’s ways, we
ought to be familiar too with Satan’s world. Our ignorance of Satanic forces is
the main thrust in the cause of all wars in this world. All matters about life, in
the end, exist in our denials and approvals. The ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ is the primary
binary system in our lives. An example of the subtle ways as to how Evil
creeps into our minds, is a line from the poetry of one of the famous Sufi
poets of Indo-Pak subcontinent. While speaking of Allah he says: “Thug aus
thuggan day thug noo!” (Punjabi) May AllahSWT forgive us for such blasphemy
in our sufi literature. The mind freezes and the body shivers on hearing such
words.

The English word ‘thug’ has been derived from this same word which
has its origins in Hindi and Sanskrit word ‘sthagati’ or ‘sthagayati’ that is
spoken in northern India. The word thug means a ‘hired assassin, a cutthroat.’
And no authority cares to put a censor or ban on such kind of poetry being
recited in Qawalis and in our folklore music that is corrupting the thoughts of
simple minded folks. But we do like to put a label of ‘wet paint’ on the
literature of Allama ParwezR and Dr. IgbalR during their lifetime.



What use is a value in life, if it doesn’t move us — like our daily prayers
that we accept only as a habit, as if we are doing God a favour. After our
prayers, we come out of our places of worship and go our own ways, doing
what we did before and living in the false hope that our life will change. If our
beliefs do not move us, we have only two causes for it. Either there is
something deficient or lacking in our belief, since we did not understand it in
the first place or our mind is disordered and cannot comprehend the real
meanings of a belief. If an individual, society or nation ceases to believe in
itself truly, if its aims and goals are not clear, others with clearer beliefs and
stronger desires will take their place. If we cannot see or visualize natural
paths, past records of civilizations prove, nature finds no difficulty in creating
those who do. It is only a matter of time! Quran states in, chapter 9 verses 38
and39 on this issue:

If you all will not stand up for Allah; He will create others in your place.
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But the trouble makers of today and non-believers, really know how to
do ‘Fee sabi’lillah fa’'saad.” These trouble makers shall meet us as Muslims
and then start their fireworks. There is only revenge and hatred in their hearts.
These two characteristics in any nation have always brought in undue
aggression instead of cooperation. To err is human and to forgive, they say, is
divine. Revenge is selfish and spreads grievances, while in forgiveness there
is pleasure. Forgiveness brings peace of mind.

Gentle minds, there is a certain direction, in which nature is moving us.
Just as a train that needs rails on which to put its wheels, to reach its point of
destination, so it is with nature. No one can bribe God’s system. It has its own
laws and principles to make things move in a certain direction. Laws that
govern our human instincts. In the same manner as there are laws governing
all that is around us. Laws that work in the sciences and arts equally. Be it
physiology, psychology or parapsychology, chemistry or physics, fine arts,
medicine, history, or any other subject. Whether it is mind or matter, it makes
little difference. Indeed, without laws there would be anarchy in this world and
we would be lacking in beauty or pleasure. When we cease to adapt
ourselves according to natural working, it shall replace us with those who are
inclined towards it. As we remain of no use in nature’s workshop. Before the
angels become desperate and pass us away from this world, like so many
other anonymous beings, it would be wiser to understand the details of life, its
demands and its requirements. Thereby learning to respect each other’s
freedom, in this mighty ocean of humanity.



Until now, our systems of thought remain seasonal, they come and go
like the weather. Or like a wall clock pendulum, they swing between
capitalism and communism. Until now, we have not succeeded in arresting
the swing of this pendulum, from one extreme to the other. The time-ridden
and moth-eaten systems of the past, infected with hatred, prejudice, vanities
and fallacies, have failed us in reaching the natural system of thought. In spite
of that we do not take a lesson. We tolerate the pains and afflictions, in the
hope someday in the future nature will provide the answers to the perplexities
of the world that baffles us. Well, we have a choice, we can continue to
tolerate the pains or change our system. The obstacle to this natural system
of thought, is nowhere outside, it is within us. Mankind has turned its back to
nature. We make ourselves believe that we are living according to nature.
Only to realize afterwards, it was just another mirage, in which our thoughts
were trapped. Humankind exists in nature, grows in nature, but unfortunately,
uses it to make its own world of abstractions, from the materials scattered
around it. From its inborn talent to form ideas, creates for itself a distorted
world. Cutting the very branch of the tree, on which it sits. With every turning
of an era, we bring forth another illusion, another hallucination, apparently to
motivate us mortals towards life. Another mirage attracts us, to quench our
thirst, for a meaning to this seemingly ambiguous life. These illusions and
hallucinations are created by our irrational fears and fancies of the unknown.
These are not new systems of thought. They have been erected in every age,
by mixing the same old traditions and folklore, upon which stood the towers of
previous systems and crumbled. The ruins of those lost civilizations in time,
yet, stand. To remind us, time and again, only for those who want to think and
believe.

The angels must be desperate, yet they are silent, at the irony that all
finer aspirations of mankind end in the grave. Perhaps it is happening so, just
to comfort other souls, waiting somewhere in this mysterious universe, to be
born; searching for a chance to live and make their share. If for nothing else,
just to arouse in humankind the thought, they need a sound and solid
universal system of values that shall never break or shatter again. And shall
withstand any calamity, for all times to come. The stars and the moon, the
angels among our desperate gods, wait in silence, as they have no choice,
but to tolerate the follies of humankind, till it discovers all the secrets of this
Universe. You all Muslims seem to be comfortable in the present justice
system. Frankly speaking, for myself, | find it totally absurd. For me the
present justice system is only just ice. It eschews Islamology, as it seems to
hurt the human pride when one reads the story of Hadith. Well, call it by
whatever other name you want to but let us make sure, for God sakes, the



school of thought or ideology we make for ourselves this time, will not let us
down.
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