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~ CONVENTION 99

IDARA TOLU-E-ISLAM
EMAIL tdara w«

teltuislam.com

PROGRAMME

| Oct 16, 99 Starting 3 PM Sharp at Base Camp Lahore.

Past, Present & Future of

Orators— Members of
Tolu-g-lslam Movements

Tolu-e-Islam Movement
(Please register your name
With Idara by Sep 30, 1999)

Oct 17,99 Starting 9 AM Sharp at Labour Hall, Nisbat Road

Seminar—Fundamental Rights/ Orators — Open to Public

Obligations & Quran ~ (Please register your name be-
fore Sep 30, 1999)

Oct 17, 99 Starting 3 PM Sharp from Base Camp Lahore

Site seeing and meeting Intending Delegates & Mem-

People and distribution of bers of Lahore Bazm.
Tolu-e-Islam Literature '

Oct 18, 99 Starting 10 AM Sharp at Base Camp Lahore

General Council Meeting " For Members only; Delegatés

may attend as observers.
FAREWELL BY CHAIRMAN

ALL THOSE INTERESTED ARE CORDIALLY INVITED- NO CARD NEEDES
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THE BEST INVESTMENT

‘knowliedge.

PWM}?A&&W% has proved to be

the best way of spreading Quranic
One pamphlet of average
|| size cost Rs 10,000 and with it you can

jl illuminate 5000 homes with Quranic
|| wisdom. Lovers of Quran are invited to
~|ll invest liberally. They can deposit their

|}l shares of money in Account NO. 3082-7
National Bank of Pakistan Main Market
Branch, Gulberg, Lahore or directly in
the office of Idara Tolu-e-Islam.

Chalrman

Idara Tolu-e-Islam
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- Why I am not a Christian!
oW o

B
Dr. Shabbir Ahm;vd M.D. (Florida)
KRR RARERKARRRRARRERRA KRR AR A A
Chapter V. SOME OBJECTIONS TO ISLAM
After me. quotes will be attributed in my name. It will be your.sacred a’mjz
1o check them with the Qur an. Toss them away 4
if those qﬁoiaﬁons disagree with it.-
(Muhammad. the Exalted)
2

ARERRKAERRRR R R A AN ARAAK AR KR AR

Now we will address some objections and criticism that our Christian brothers and
sisters raise about Islam. Some of these objections may have been answered in the last four
chapters. The Christian criticisms of Islam, in my experience is mostly based on

.~ Wrong translations of the Qur an,

2. Books of history and tradition, which were written in or after the 3rd century since the
' Holy Messenger’s life. Many statements and narrations in those books are certainly
erroneous and do not stand up to the Criterion i.¢. the Qur’anic testimony.

Cultural. dogmatic and unlslamic practices of Muslims.
The Truth is lost in fable and legend,
The Ummah is lost in history. and tradition.
---Sir Igbal---

So much so that even non-Muslims have been lost in our fable and legend. 1 reiterate
that any historical narrative or prophetic tradition that contradicts the Criterion could not have
originated from the word or act of the Holy Messenger. He said. “After me, quotes will be
attributed in my name. It will be your sacred duty to check them with the Qur’an. Toss
them away if those quotations disagree with it.” Any of the readers disagrecing with this
fundamental principle are sincerely advised to read no further. It will save them time and heart-
burn. '

L)
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I carnestly request my Muslim brothers and sisters. especially Islamic scholars, to
allow me to answer these objections in the light of the Holy Qur'an. Those who do not accept it
as the Final Word: of God should feel free to honor me with their verdicts of infidelitn. My
stand is that if a narration or action attributed to the Holy Mcssengc.r centuries atter him.
contradicts the Qur an. we cannot ascribe it to the Holy Messenger. He could never have said
or done anvthing contrary to the Qur’an which describes him as the best in conduct and “the
best role model for humanity.” On the other hand prophetic traditions that agree with the Holy
Qur an. are certainly a great treasure of wisdom. knowledge and guidance for all pcople.

1 Islam was spread by sword. T

A Sce Chapter 11 again. Muslims today are weak all over the globe. vet Islam is
spreading faster than any other religion. “The legend of fanatical Muslims sweeping
through the world and forcing Islam at the point of the sword is the most fantastically

absurd m\Th that historians have ever repeated.” (D¢ Lacy O Leary. Islam at the
Cross-Roads. London, 1923.)

2 Mushims arc Muhammadans and they worship Allah. a strange God.

A Muhammad. the Exalted. was not the founder of Islam. The founder of Islam is no onc
but God Himself. Aliah is the same God as was described by Noah. Abraham., Mosas
and Jesus. Allah’s revelation has always been Islam to all prophets.

L Y)

Prophet Muhammad is resting in the carth while Jesus ascg:ndc.d to the heavens. So.
who is superior? ‘

A The Qur an does not mention that Jesus was raised up in body. 4.1 57 describes that he
was saved from the cross. 3:35 points to his physical death. absolving him of all
slander and honoring him. 9:33 again tells of his physical death ‘And if God 1s
Omnipresent. ascension to Him becomes meaningless.

4. Men will get the heavenly “beauties. Hoors™.in Paradise. What will become of
women”

A “Hoors™ in the Quran sefers to intelligent and virtuous companions. malc or female.

by The Qur'an states that men will be seated with their wives bountiful atmosphere.

Why doesn’t it say that womeh will be scated with therr husbands”

A, This is an excellent example of wrong translation. “Azwaj™ does not mean wives.
" Azwag stands for couples or companions. The dwellers of paradisc. “there for them
are pure companions  (4:37). :
6 Things vou call plliars of Islam such as prayvers, hqtmg poor-duc and pii«rrlmag,L are
failing to improve the lot of Muslims world-wide. Why don't they stop and: think?

A You arc nght! Mustims should stop and think. Millions upon miflions arc stcadfastly
going through rituals of worship: :
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a. The Muslim is praving. He is not establishing Salat. which is closely tied up
to establishing a societv which guarantees the Qur'anic order. where no one
sleeps hungry and social and economic Justice prevails in the society (107:1-
7.

b. The Muslim is fasting i.c. he is periodically abstaining from food and drink in
the month of Ramadhan. He is not observing  Saum. which entails
perseverance. sclf-control, building of character and establishment of the
Divine Rule on earth {2:1853).

c Poor-due is being given by affluent people as 2 1/2% of the prescribed am011ﬁt
of weaith. The Muslir is forgetting that Allah ordains him to spend for the
community' all that is more than his needs (2:219).

d. Piigrimage or. Hajj has become a massive ritual instead of being a dvnamic
step toward the unity of all mankind.

Thank vou for bringing up a very unportant point!

What kind of a religion is Islam? The entrance to this building is open but there is no
exit. If someonc wants to get out of it or if vour Ulema disapprove of the dogmatic
faith of a person. he is declared a heretic and thereby executed. '

The Qurian invites people with reason {12:100). it'clearfy states “There is no
compulsion in retigion™ 4:137. If vou come across reports about the execution of
certain “heretics™, cither that report would be false or it would be a WTOoNng non-
Qur anic act of someonc corrupt in political or religious power.

Fam from India. 1 believe in Jesus as the son of God but T serve the shrines of Khwaja
Ajmeri and Nizamuddin Aulia, | stay there for davs and wecks fcaving my home and
family. Even then Mustims and Hindus call me ~Christian,”

There is no Rahbaniah (monasticism or mysticism) in Islam, said the Holy Messenger.
Sir igbal on the authority of the Qur'an and the Holy Messenger reiterated.
“Tasawwuf (Mysticism and Monasticism) is an alien plant in the soil of Islam.™

Look at the glory of Jesus! Even for Muslims he will descend from the Heavens. Your
prophet can do nothing without him.

It 1s amazing to notice that the foflowers of al] religions keep waiting for the coming of

a “promised one.” Hindus are waiting for ~Kalanki Autar”. Jains for “Mahavira Tri]

Thankra™. Buddhists for “Meeta™. Zoroastrians for “Mithra”. Jews arc looking for the
“true Muessiah™ and Chnistians for the second coming of Jesus!

According to the Qur'an. Deen {Religion) has been perfocted (6] 16). - The last
mcsscﬁgcr Muhammad the Exalted has been sent (33:40). The complete code of life
has been perfected and saved in the Final Word of God i.c. Al-Qur'an. The Book dous
not cven mention the advent of another message-bearer m any form be it Jesus o

i
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" non-Mushim. That had created a large number of divorced women.
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anvone else. And common sense tells us there is no need for anyone to come since the
Guidance, Al-Qur’an, is present in its original perfect form among us (15:9).

The dogma of a “promised one™ is the invention of defeated minds.

" People and nations lacking in self-confidence and self-esteem try to find solace in the

thought that someone will eventually come and raise them to glory'!

A quick reminder here would not be out of place that if any historical narratives or
traditions speak about the second advent of Jesus or a promised one. those narratives
and traditions are non-Quranic. They must be considered as fabrications or blind
following of sources foreign to Islam.

It 1s claimed that the Qur an is unchanged sice. its origin but don’t Mushms behieve
that some of its verscs have been rescinded?

Not one verse in the Book has been rescinded or revoked. This claim is one of the most
shameful conspiracies against the Book. In 2:106. where it is stated that Allah brings
new verses in place of others, the meaning is clear. All it indicates is that the former
Divine books and commands have been updated in the Final Book, the Qur’an.

Islam is the only religion that ordains four wives.

Nothing can be further from the truth. There is only one verse in the Qur’an where the

~ possible number of wives is described. It reads. “If you. fear that vou will not be able

to do justice to orphans marry among permissible women two, three. four™ (4:3).

It is very clear in this verse that if tumultuous and emergent circumstances afflict a
society too many children mayv be left fatherless. It happens in times of wars,
revolutions, and muatimes. that the society may not be able to do justice with the
orphans. Under those circumstances it will be the duty of the state to declare
emergency and try to provide the secure life of home to these orphans. Under those
circumstances some men will be encouraged to marmyv more than onc wife: those men
who will prove that they could be just and equitable to their wives and family. This
provides the shelter of home to widows and orphans in an amicable manner. Muslims
who ]1131"1’}‘ more than one wife under normal circumstances violate the Qur anic rule
of monogamy. Coom

Again if a tradition or the act of some “pious” person is presented to try to distort this
clear ordinance of the Qur an it should be discarded as being contrary to the Qur’an.

It is noteworthy that the Holv Messenger and some of his companions married more.
than one wife in times of social and miitary turbulence. In addition to slain men. there
were examples where a woman would embrace Islam and her husband would not. The
Qur’an does not aliow a Muslim woman to marry or remain in marital contract with a
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Also interesting to note is the fact that when millions and millions of men were killed
in World War Ii. innumerable European scholars and politicians strongly suggested
that men of sound financial and emotiona! health be allowed to marry two or three
WIves to save the society from chaos! '

Your Prophet’s traditions Say outrageous things such as rats are the lost tribes of the
Israclites. If vou give them goat’s milk they drink it and if vou give them camel’s milk
thev don’t. And that the throne of God is being held upon the horns of seven goat
rams.

You already said these are outrageous statements. Thev were introduced into history
and related books by enemies of Istam, Do vou see such nonsense in the Qur’an?

“Fatawa Alamgiri” writes that only the wine made out of grapes and dates is
forbidden.

The Qurian forbids “Khamr" (5:90). which means all intoxicants. Please note that
man-made books including those on Jurisprudence (F IQH) are no authority. The only
authority is the Word of God {(Qur’an). ‘

The Gospel teaches that we should love our enemy. Can Islam match such nobility?

Loving vour enemy is impractical: good only for a sermon. The Qur'an commands to
do justicc even with your enemy. This is a practical and workable principle.

Islam allows marrving 6 and 9 }'ear old girls. Isn’t that absurd?

More than absurd if Islam allowed that. The Qur’an ties up adulthood with marriage
unambiguously. Adulthood is the first prerequisite for marriage’ whether male or
female (See 4:6). Suras 6:153 and 1734 prohibit even touching the wealth and
property of minors. The Qur'an terms marriage as “Meethagan Ghaleedha™ (a most
solemn pledge) (4:21). How can minors enter into a solemn pledge and covenant!
Adulthood of mind and body is an absolute condition for mérriage.

Didn’t vour prophet marry a 6 year old girl. Aisha and consummated the marriage
when she was 9 vears old? ' : '

Believe it or not my Prophet is also your Prophet because he was sent for all mankind
{34:28). No act of the Holy Messenger was ever contrary to the Qur'an. Allah attests
to that fact in the Book (68:4). And according to one Hadith, “His character was the
Quran.” '

According to a Hadith, Aisha (R.A)) was 18 vears old at the time of Nikah (signing of
the marriage contract) and 21 when she moved to the Holy Messenger's house. Any
reports contrary to the Qur’an should find their way into the trash can.

******************************
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SOME PROBLEMS WITH CHRISTIANITY |

Chapter VL

Trinity had so dimmed the vision.
of the great scholar who was German,
That true monotheism he couldn’t grasp.
peace in Trinity he never could earn.
Life to him was a stinging wasp.

(Rabindranath Tagorc)

***************k*****‘k****k***

The Hindu Laurcate. Rabindranath Tagore. refers to the great German thinker and
Fricdrich Nietzsche (1844-1900). Nictzsche became SO disenchantcd with the
Pauline doctrines of Trinity. Original sin. blood atoncment. “begotten” son-ship and ascension
of Jesus Christ that he biurted out. 7l had to stain my hands with the blood of Christianity and
n sense!” (Bevond Good and Evil)

s and ideas of Non-Muslim scholars will be presented.
Holy Bible and about Christianity.

philosopher.

had to crucify it m eve
In this chapter. only the thought
hristian minds have to say about the
iic matters the teachings of the Bible are sadly and
thing and prove it to be Jesus's
tive. (Professor C.M. Joad.

Ponder on what great €

1. ‘About political and ¢cono
itifully: ambiguous. Through the gospel you can support amny
teaching. whether 1t s slavery. torture. or even burning a
ecadence.)

2 AN four gospels Matthew. Mark. Lukc and John o

Eamest Renan. Fysay on Netionality.)

penly contradict cach other.

Testament. (Dr. Maile.

3 I counted 30.000 contradictions in the New
opfessions of g Skeptic.) ¢ '
4. With further exploration t have discov‘ered_dne million contradictions in

e New Testament. {William James. The Variety of Religions Experience.)
s I wish 1 could find onc instance of Mussiah _howing love and kindness to his
(Claude Mantetore. Dvhamics of Humun Behavior.)

poncnts in his entire pospel hfc!
s that the gospels portray.

h. But cven more tragic is the character of Jesu
rofessor €. M. Joad. Good und fvil ) .

7 If through my faisehood, God's truthfulness abounds to His glory, why
[ still being condemned as a sinner? {St. Paul. Lewer of Paul to Romeiy 37y (It is”
rthy of note that. according to Michael Hart. St. Paul is ~considered the principal founder of

risianity )
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8. Initially there were 34 gospels that were compiled by word of mouth. Four
were chosen for unclear reasons and 30 were left behind. (Encyclopedia Britannica)

9 Jesus and his disciples spoke Aramaic but the gospels were written in Greek!
A man in Jerusalem wrote Messiah's ‘Blography on hearsay. That is what the gospel is.
(Martin Springler)

10. If the moral code given in the gospels is implemented in a society, there will be
only one result of that undertaking, Sudden Death! (Professor A.N. Whitehead, Adventure of
felears.

11 In the Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.), 34 gospels and 113 letters attributed
to the disciples were presented under the tyrannical presence of Constantine the Great.
All this literature was dispersed on the floor at night. The morning sun saw a few books
and a few letters lying on the table, These are the four gospels and the letters that have
been chosen as holy! (Reverend Isaac Bovie)

12 Christianity 1s nothing but propagation of a dogma. It does not concern itself
with building moral character. All a person has to do is confess that Jesus was cursed and
crucificd for myv sins. If mankind were relieved of all their higher obligations with such
mpumty. the planet would become a living pyvre. (Bertrand Russell, Lecture on Hopes for a
Changing Warld 1908) '

137 Nota trace is found of law and morals in the teachings of the Mcssiah. Only
on ong occasion he spoke about marriage and prohibited divorce. (Moseo Renan. Essay on
Nuationaliiy

4. Few scholars can disagree that thc fourth gospel was whitten by some
nameless mvsic between 93 to 125 C.E (Dr. W.R. Inge. The Fall of Idols.) :

15 The first gospel was written by a Jew, Mark. no sooncr than 64 A.D. or was it
Mark who wrote 1t! {(U.C. Buss. the Gospel Examined)

16 What is the New Testament? Paul. Paul. and Paul. who never met Jesus
during his mimisteyt (Menkin, Analvsis of the New Testament)

I7 The resurrection of Jesus was witnessed only by Marv Magdaline. Who was
Man Magdaline” The same women who needed seven demons to.be expelled from her person.
{Dr. Marcus Dods. Muhammacd. Buddha and Christ.)

18, The Original Sin is the Original Exil. (R.F. Johnson. Confucianism and the
Meadern China) ‘ ' . :

19. Jesus’s way of healing was obviously psvchological and not miraculous. (E.R.
Micklem. Anctomy of a Miracle.) - o

20. I don't find 1t strange anvmore that there 1s a four thousand vear-old legend
amonyg the Zoroastrians: the Jegend of Mithra. He is supposed to have been born of a virgin on

R 3 TV




frmber 25th. Mithra was considered as the “lamb of god.” He atoned for the sins of people
fiving. Then he resurrected on the third day!

There is strong reason to believe that Saint Paul fabricated the belicf svstem of
§wuanity from the Zoroastrian mythology. In order to hide Paul's plaglansm the
nstians burned the librarv of Alexandria in 390 A.D. Books in that librarv kept Mithra's
pinal story of which the Pauline Doctrine is an almost exact copy. (George Sarton)

21, his imperative that to  accept the gospel the intellect must be blindfolded.
jere is nothing in the gospel but insult to a critical seeking mind. (Julian Huxlev. Religion
ihout Revelation.) ;

j 22 The son-ship of Jesus Christ is the greatest fiction of human his‘tor_\‘_- (Lord
fshop of Canterbury Commission)

23, In Christianity, first an inexplicable belief system is laid down. Then the
ellect keeps wandering in vain search of reason and logic. (Thomas Carlyle. Heroes and
fero Worship.) '

| 24, Mankind needs to turn to God. Unfortunatelv. the gospel can provide no
widance in that direction, (Henry Bergson, Creative fvolution.) .

25, In the Christian world you do not talk of god about God. Every Christian talks
bout his or her own conception of Ged. (Berdyveau)

26. In Christianity vou.may find a reflection of sympathy for the oppressed. What
ou won't find is condemnation of oppression or the oppressor. (Dr. Falta D" Garcia)

27 According to the Christian Doctrine women cannot enter Paradise. Question
rose what would appen of Mary. Saint Thomas came up with an easy solution. Women will
e converted into men. (Reverend Bosworth Smith)

28, The son-ship of Jesus Christ, the Trinitv. the blood sacrifice of the lamb of
God. atonement are not the teachings of Jesus. These are all inventions of Saint Paul who
ever really met Jesus. (Hastings Rashdall, The Theory of Good and Evil.)

29, Christianity is the religion of defeated people with defeated minds. A religion
herein nothing. I repeat. nothing is reliable. (George A. Dorsey. Civilization.)

30. Truth and falsehood. justice and equity arc completely alien to the spirit of
hristianity. (Dr. Falta D" Garcia)

. 3l For the redemption of humanity we will have to look toward the o“nc:r'
uhammad) of the Qur an not toward Chrisitianity. (Lewis Mumford. Faith for Living.)

32 Qur civilization is standing at dangerous crossroads. The Bible cannot prdvide
rkable foundations for thc survival of mankind. (Lord Snell. The New Wurld )

33 The Bible cannot lead us to an internationi rellglon nor can it unify all
nkind. (Ehric Fromm. The Sane Sociefy.)

CRRRRNRARRTREReRLERTREITE: ¢ 13111 EE T EE IR




57

34 Countless people were burnt alive on the altar of Christianity just because
they proclaimed that the Earth moves around the sun:.... that man came nto existence onh
7.000 Years ago. vou can preach this nonsence onlkv in the church.... If Eve was made fromm
Adam’s rib. the very question of women’s rights should not arise, (Adrian Huxleyv, The
Conscious Rebellion. ) S '

33, Newton taught the Gospel. If he a.lso‘ believed in it he would never have been a
scientist. (Lord Litton. 4 Closer Look af Religion.) ' .
! 36. In Christianity. an individual relving on good actions is considered cursed.
i“ Why do good” (Lord Dithouzy,.S1. Paul and Hiy Dactrine. ) '

37 If I have been born tainted with the sin of Adam, then God has been very
cruel to me. (Mark Italy. The Hindu India. J :

38. The Biblé_ collides with science every step of the way... the same science
which bears witness to the truth of the Qur’an in the same steps. (Dr. Maurice Bucailie,
Lhe Bible. The Our an and Science. )

39 © How powerless is the God of Chi‘istendom!'He cannot forgive man
without shedding the blood of his own son! _(Vlacﬁl_nir Lenin, The Development of
Capitalism in Russia. 1900) ;

40. The most difficult question ever in mathématics is that God is one in three and
three in onel (Friedrich Nietszche, Beyond Good and Evil y. : '

- And so dear reader. a partial list of scholarly quotes of Wh_\' THEY were disenchanted
with Christianity comes to an end. This list js sufficient to convey the point that Christianity

does not offer a workable system, let alone a logical one, to implement in a societv. Now let us
turn to examining Islam. : s
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Chapter VII. A SCIENTIFIC ANALYSiS OF ISLAM AND CHRISTIANITY
In Islam, science and religion have fhrfvgd like twin sisters. Therefore. during the
Qur anic glory of Islamic civilfzari(;ﬁ .véieﬁc_e made incredible progress
o Jrom which the West way /cr_fér enlfghfem:d.
'(Dr: Maurice Buccaille. fhe Bibfe. The Qur an and Science. )

******************************

Dear reader. in the last chapter we have reviewed the thougiits of some Christian
scholars and thinkers about the Bible. Let’s now focus on the Qur'an. To be fair we will have
1 renowned Christian scholar from France say what he thinks of the “Book from beyvond.” Dr.
Maurice Buccaille wrote his best seller in the 1970°s- “The Bible, The Qur’an and Science,™
[he great scholarh work has been translated into several languages. The subject of his book is
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cimilar to what Quspensky had spelled out, “Any ‘science that contradicts the Qur’an will turn
out to be false.” Dr. Buccaille exclaims that there i not a single instance in the Qur an that
disagrees with established Science!

Dr. Buccaille teveals that he had always been intrigued and fascinated by scientific
statements found in the Divinely inspired books. He especially learned the ancient and
contemporary Arabic language to enable himself to study the Quran directly.

The results of his direct study of the scripturcs are astounding! Dr. Buccaille is also an
cstablished scholar of the Bible. He concludes that the Bible is replete with scientific
contradictions and impossibilities which Biblical scholars and narrators s painstakingly try to
conceal or apologetically try 10 explain away.

We will now review the highlights of Dr. Buccaille's general observations and
rescarch on the Qurian. (My own humble research on the Qur'an and Science will not be
presented here.) '

Dr. Maurice Buccaille writes:

1. When 1 began my research on the Quran 1 quickly expericnced that among
some Christian circles prejudice and bias run so high that referring to the Qur an is tantamount
to referring to the Devil! ) ‘

2. On the contrary. the Qur'an magnanimousiy admonishes Mushims to beheve n
messengers and scripiures of the old in the light of the Last Revelation.

-

3. The gospels cannot be compared to the Qur’an. They can only be compared to
Hadith (the traditions of Muhammad. the Exalted). This 1s because the gospels were written a
long time after Jesus just as the Hadith were written a long time after Muhammad. the Exalted.
(Ubaidullak Sindhi. the great Muslim scholar made exactly the same observation.)

4. There is no book in Christianity that was revealed from God and committed to
the pen right away. In 1slam. the Qur an meets that requirement of authenticity.

3. Dr. Buccaille states that there are not very pumerous scientific statements 10
the Bible. but they repeatedly collide with established principles of Séience. St. Augustine had
advised the Church to rid the Bible of all non-scinetific verses but his advice was not heeded.

: . . o e .
6. It is amazing to se¢ that among the numerous scientjfic verses in the Quran.
not one. not a single one turns out to be contrary to.the cstablished science!

7. According to the Bible: Adam was created _qroﬁnd 3_700‘ B.C. You can onls |
preach this pospel in the church. Today even a child knows that the creation of humans is far

more ancient than that. Who told Muhammad (the Exalted) not to include such Biblical errors
in the Quran if it was based on the Bible as some € hristian missionaries zcalousty preach”

8. In Istam, science and religion havélthrived like twin sisters.. Therefore,
during the Quranic glory of Islamic civilization, science made incredible progress from
which the West was later enlightened. o

.
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9. The Bible indicates that the earth had green plant life before the sun was
crzated. This 1s gross scientific error. And the Qur an is perfectly free of this and such other
- mmstakes. Obviously. no vegetation could sprout without sunllght ¢ "

10, A study of the Evolutlon of Life has proven bevond doubt that the carth was
fi-st inhabited by quadrupeds and birds evolved from them later on. But. the Bible tclls us that
fifc on the planet began with sea animals and birds! The Quran talks extensively about
avolution of life beginning from the unicellular level and it does not make the blunders the
Bibic does. ' '

1 According to the Bible. the Great Flood of Noah occurred in 2100 B.C. and
destroved atl people and animals on earth. But it is a well-known historical and archacological
fact that during those times, active civilizations were flourishing in Egyvpt. Babyvlonia. China
and South Amertca.

-

The Qur an on the other hand describes the great Flood involving only the people of
Noah. Recent research indicates that the Flood occurred oniv in the lands of Tigrnis and
Euphrates rivers. which the nation of Noah inhabitcd.

12. The Gospels of Mathew and John do not even mention the ascension of Jesus
Christ to the Heavens. Luke onlv describes resurrection of Jesus on the Day of Judgement
(with rest of the creation}. And Mark depicts the ascension of Jesus in a way that cven the most
forgiving Christian scholars of today find totally unacceptable. The Book of Acts mentions the
resurrection of Jesus forty da\s after crucifixion. which is a completely unscientific
proposition. '

The Qur'an rightly refrains from cendoning the bodily ascension of Jesus Christ. If
God is Onmipresent. the ascension of Jesus to the Heavens becomes a completely illogical
myth that makes no scientific or intellectual sense at all.

13, Galileo was' tried in court and imprisoned in his home only because he
accepted and supported Copernicus’s theory that the carth moves around the sun. This is
because the Bible declares the earth to be a static body around which the sun. the moon and the
stars are revolving. The Quran on the other hand. perfectly agrees with the Earth being an
ovospheric bedy that revolves around the sun. '

Dr. Maurice Buccaille. while giving these accounts. rcpeatudl\ asks the rhetorical
question: How could an unlettered man living in the remotest of the deserts. cut oft from all
civilization. contemplate the universal phenomena with such clarity and accuracy 14 centurics
ago?!

14, The Christians try to evade the shining reality that between the 8th and
12th centuries students from' all over Europe were attracted to Cordova of Muslim Spain
to attain knowledge. It was exactly as the world looks up to the U.S. for advancement of

learning today.




We are indebted to Muslims that they imparted to us knowledge and civility. In
Math, Chemistry, Astronomy, Geqlogy, Physics, Botany, Algebra, Medicine and all -
sciences the West must acknowledge the Arabs and other Muslims as their teachers.

15. Dr. Buccaille exclaims that even the lcast knowledgeable westerner harbors a
great collection of misinformation about Islam and Musllms1

16. = The learmed Dr. Buccaille makes a very pmnted observation that the old
translators and commentators of the Qur’an made grievous errors in their works espe(:lall}_'
about the verses pertaining to science. The modem translators and commentators are.
untortunately, no better since they blindly follow the trail of their ancestors.

17. For scholars of the Qur an knowledge of the Arabic language 1s not enough
for its understanding. We must know the Arabic that was in use at the time of Muhammad. the
‘Exalted. It is also imperative that one is conversant with relevant facets of contemporary -
science. In Arabic. “Alim” (a person of knowledge) in fact means a scientist. And the Qur'an
calls those peopie Ulema who reflect upon the heavens. clouds. rains and water cyvcle. patterns
of earth. mountains, animal life, etc. and then feel the awesome glory of the : Creator (35:28).
This verse of the Qur an strongly endorses people with scientific knovxledge as Ulema and not
any kind of priesthood. :

. S

18. The Bible indicates that at the time of Genesis (creation of the univer'se)"th'e
spirit of God was moving over waters. The Qur an on the other hand, refers to a huge cloud of
smoke, meaning a huge clond of gas consisting of very fine particles. (Modern science is in
total agreement with this statement regarding the origin of the universe. One cannot help but
appreciate that the term “smoke™ (Surah 44) is simple enough for the lav person and
descriptive enough for the scientist! The Qur’an is a miracle of literature and linguistics as
well. but that is not the scopé of my book. ' :

15, Numerous verses in the Qur an refer to “the Earth and the Heavens and that

which is between them” (emphasis added) (for instance 20:6, 25:59, 32:4). The great U.S.

 tclescope Mount Wilson-only in the 20th century has started describing the Interstellar Galactic
* Material. Who could have even thought of its existence even until 200 years ago!

20. While the Bible conveniently refers to the sun and the moon as the greater
amd the lesser light and moves on, the Quran strikingly terms 'the sun as Siraj. “Siraj”
& damap that gives off its own light. But the moon is Munir which refers to a body that.
1§27.61. 71:15. 78:12).

It is amazing to note a 1400-vear-old book describing the sun and the moon.
mg_ but rather swimming along in their assigned orbits (21:33. 36:40). Who but
 kave had that knowledge at the time when science had no concept of orbits in
ks thought of the sky as a revolving dome on which the sun, the moon and
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22 “Allah wraps night over day and wraps day over night.. (39:5). That is &
- clear exposition of the earth being spherical as is evident from the word “Yukawwir" which is
derived from Koora = sphere. Astronauts have observed the phenomenon happening exactly as

stated in the Qur an and photographed the night and day “wrapping around” each other!

: 23, In 70:40, the Quran talks of the Easts and the Wests (in plural). How many
people in the 7th century knew that the points of sunrise and sunset keep changing in different
seasons!

24 The verse 51:47 mentions an astounding astronomical fact. “We have created
the heaven with power and We are expanding it.”

(My note: Onily in 1929 did the grear US. astronomer Edwin Hybble present
convineing evidence of the fact that the universe is truly expanding).

f~

5 From Plato to Seneca to Descartes. countless thinkers and scienists kept
aamassing erroneous theories about the water cycle. Some thought that with every rain the
water content of the planet kept increasing. Others suggested that an underground huge pipe
(Abyss tartarus) carried the rainwather back to the oceans. etc etc.

‘ The Qur’an had already corrected all these fallacies and described the water cycle as
we understand today. Falling of rains. its dissipation into the carth. gushing forth of springs,
ruaning of rmulets into oceans. evaporation, and cloud formation is all astoundingly scientfic
as revealed in this 1400 vears old book!

Let us stop and think for & moment how Dr. Maurice Buccaille was able to do such
brilliant rescarch that some Muslim scientist should have done! I believe there are three
rcasons!

(1) The centuries old collective trait of blind following has taken away from
the Muslim Ummah their ability to think independently. We have been accepting without
criticism what the old commentators of the Qur an have written.

(1) Relrptons knowledge among most Muslim scholars and lay persons has
become synommons with knowledge of ritualistic religious trivia such as ways of ablution,
prayer and fasting. the minor detail about dress code. etc.

(311) Maest of the time and 'eﬁerg_\' of the Ummah is being spent on learning about
man-made religious books. The Qur'an has been reduced to mere recitation,

Now let us hear Dr. Buecaille again,

26. - At the time _owf the revelation of the Quran, and until centuries later, no
scientist in the world knew, about the “barfier” between salt water and fresh water. Today we

T T R




62

know that at numerous places on the globe there | is a distinct barrier between the salt water and

fresh water. The two streams of water travel side by side vet the\ do not ml\'

It is He who has let free the two bodies of flowing water one palatable and sweet. and’
the other salt and bitter: yet has He made a bamcr between then, a partition that is not to be
passed” (2:‘.33 33 19- 20)

(Without this barrier all swater on earth would have been undrinkable. It is noteworthy
that Surah 35 calls this barrier a blessing of the Beneficent.)

27 Surahs 78:6 and 21:31 describe the mou_ntéins as supports and pegs for the
Earth’s crust. Only modern geology has discovered that the mountains have “roots” that delve
deep down one to 10 miles in the carth so that the earth’s crust would remamn steady.

28, - The Quran describes the feelings of a person who rejects Islam as 1f his chest
were getting tight upon ascending toward great height. Scarcity of Oxygen and the resulting
tightness in the chest with difficulty in breathing on great heights is onlyja phenomenon
experienced by man in the acrospace age. ‘

29, “And We have created all living things of water.” (21:30). .

The biological and evolutionary science strongly attest to this fact. We know that 80-
85% of the prototplasm is water. The science of evolution also proves that hife on the planet
nitialhv began from water. '

30 - The Pharaoh of the time of Moses (about 1300 B.C.). was drowned while
chasing the Israclites. The Bible tells us that but docsn't talk of the Pharaoh’s remains. There
is a verse in the Qur an which is stunningly revealmg. ' '

In 1898 A D.. archacologists discovered a mummificd body in the ~“Valley of Kings™
near. Cairo. This mummy has been identified to be Memephtah, the son of Ramses Il
Meinephtah was the Pharach who chased Moses and his people and was drowned.

In June 1976. Dr. Buccaille, with due permission of the Egyvptian govermment
thoroughly examined the mummy along with his colleagues. Result of the examination? This -
man died of drowning in a state of horror! e

While no Biblical or historical reference is found ann\herc about the Pharaoh’s body.
the Qur an had this to say 1400 vears ago:

This day We shall save you in your bod\' so that vou be a sign
to those who comt, aﬁt,r vou (10 92)
There is much more commcmg scientific evidence tlut Dr. Buccalllt, has pn.%nts.,d I
his masterpicee work. Almost all areas of science. including Zoology. Botany. Astrc
Phn sioloy . Embryology. Atmosphere and Space. Geology. ete.. haw, been well cover:

«xamples that we hav e sclected above are sufficient to prove ¢ven to the rw -t ardent o
= «f the Qur an {if he or she happens to be blessed w ith an open mind) to agree with Sir |
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Look! This Qur an is not just a book

It is something bevond.
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Chapter VIII. THE CONCLUSION
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Ome and a quarter billion people in the world today believe in the Qurian as the final
word of Allsh My own reflections and a study of the brightest non-Musiim minds. the
ghmpses of whach we have seen in this book. fead me to believe that the 21 st centurs will prove
to be the dawn of an era where ail humanity will sce what the 20% of it :s seommy today
Moreoser. Musimms will come to break the chains of false traditions.

Mankind would then progress from the “status of Adam™ to the “staris of My min.”
To recapture bricfh . the status of Adam is hamessing the forces of narsre The status of
Mu'mim (believer m the Qur'an) is to hamess the forces of nature and use them for the benefit
of. not a few people. not one or two nations. but alf mankind. -

I know thar this giant step can onlv be taken in the tight of the Qur'an The warld is
doubtiess moving i that direction. It has to happen and it will. Instead of being a silent
speetator. [ want o0 be an active part of that glorious triumph of all mankind. This is why I am
a Mushim. And this 1s why [ am not a Chris?an.
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AZAADI

By
" Ms Shamim Anwar

It was August 14, 1947. We were in one of those “Trains to Pakistan” that
steamed into the Lahore railway station before the midnight attack after the
anouncement of the infamous Boundary Award. My comment on these events shall be
reserved for some other time; today in 1999 as August 14 approaches, the role model-
of ray late father looms large on my personal and political horizen.

Among other things lost--- native town, ancestral houses and lands--- was the
sentimentally collected house-hold effects of my mother over the past twenty seven
vears of married life, a great house-maker that she was. She heaved a sigh of despair
when this dawned upon her as we read the headlines of the newspaper the following
morning. She just could not believe that this could happen. It was pathetically under-
standable as tears rolled down her cheeks. My father who joined us later was soon
allotted a bungalow, as a railway employee along the Canal Bank, Mughalpura,-
Lahore. A spacious house with sprawling lawns, was nevertheless an empty place. The
housemaker was in tears again. To assuage these tears, string-cots were purchased and
placed in each room. They were to be a seating arrangement during the day and for
sleeping at night. As days passed, my mother would miss a table to work on, some
kitchen gadget some utensils or pots and pans she had collected from some very
special towns in the various regions of the Sub-Continent. My father would be puzzled
and hurt and at every nostalgic reminder he would cast a counter-reminder: “But, my
dear”, he would say, “We today have freedom; yes, we are azaad human beings; it is -
azaadi that matters. How can anything be compared with it? 4zaadi is the top priority
of life.” And so our home reverberated with the beautiful word of freedom and azaadi,
day in and day out, which deeply impacted on our impressionable minds.

One morning as my father dressed to go to the office, it was notlced that his
coat was frayed at the elbows and collar. My mother pointed it out. The immediate
response was. “I am proud of this coat; it is the coat of a free man. 1 would not
exchange it for anything less than that. And my dear, your husband is a railway
engineer; if today my beloved Qaid- e—Azam orders me to stand guard at the gate, I will
do so with great pride. It is all for my free country, yes, for azaadl And of course my
mother was proud of him. Sk :

Such was the stuff that supportefs -of the Paktstan Movement were made of.
They knew their priorities. That is what August 14 is all about




