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: PURDAL

&Y SHAIY ANIPAK

“<purdah” obviousty deals with man and woman relationship. their cooperation
and coordination in a collective social living on this planet earth. But the strange thing
is that even after thousands of years of experience, this problem of purdah remains
controversial and it is not yet sorted out, if not in practice, then at least not in theory
even.

As 1 understand, any change in values and attitudes rakes place, first in the
mind, an internal revolution within the human being, before it can manifest externally
in ones behaviour and in the ‘nteraction of humans in a living society. If this change
has not taken place, then even if woman dons half a dozen **chadars” OF “hurqas’
or what is today called < hijab” it will make no difference to the man; he is naturally
aware that inside this padded paraphemalia ;s a woman, and that knowledge 1 enough
to excite him. Similarly, a burga clad woman is O guarantee that she is respectable

and "good’. Basichlly, it is all in the mind, not out there!!!

Let’s face it once and fot all, that Purdah means self-respect and respect for
others,. the two £0 together. Once this s understood with all its implications, the rest
automatically follows. Men and women, no mattef where they are and what they are
busy about, they should be dignified and smart. What is condemnable 1 exhibitionism.
The whole thought-process s externalised in ones facial expressions, gestures, the
tone and fuctuations of voice and ones gait. A burqa clad woman will draw more
yulgar attention and curiosity with her exhibitiontst behaviour than a dignified and self-
respected non-burqa woman. In fact, in an emotionally immature and undeveloped
_society, more SO in a sexually segregated society, (marriages are more akin to legal
prostitution, and in most cases the man is more of a rapist than 2 husband.

- himay also be pointed out that the outward garb or dress varies according 10
climate, Yaw material available and style of fife. It can also change to suit the changing
environment, the change in life-style. : :

Above all, uniess man s not disciplined and educated in sexual matters, as 2

“worgan is expected 10 DE, ** hijab”” 18 meaningless. ‘The Qurani¢ values and restraints
are equal for both men and wormen. '

—
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| I.1.Qaz:
PHILOSOPHY OF GIRHORI

We take pride in introducing to our readers Late Allama 1.1 Kazi (April 1886 - April
iv68) a renowned scholar of Sind and a contemporary of Late Allama Iqbal, by
publishing with the  courtesy of Allama L1.Kzi Memorial Society, Sind University,
Hyderabad a lecture of Allama Kazi,on the philosophy of Girhori, which we earnestly
feel shall be of immense interest to the readers of Allama G.A Parwez - Chief Editor]

z - If" 0

PG
Ladies and Gentlemen! You will recall that in the last lecture or one before,
our Professor of Philosophy brought to you the importance and need of ideas. He told
you that the Greek people suddenly found out one morning that the four elements air,
water, earth and fire that were supposed to be the constituents of this universe, were
not so important as the ideas and thoughts or the mind. And so two different things
came to be recognized in those days, namely the Matter and the Mind. That is what

our Professor of Philosophy told you a week before last

Now today Mr. Jatol, the lecturer of the day, has carried that argument still
further. He has discussed Girhori’s philosophy in the context of what we generally call
Mysticism or Sufism. He has told you further that there is some Reality even beyond
the ideas and thoughts. And this thought process continues on and on, evolving
further and further. '

You must, however, keep one fact in view at the moment and it is that as the
values of life alter, the importance of life also alters. What appears to be useful life
today, appears to be absolutely redundant later as we go along. Reality lies
somewhere further ahead. We move towards it step by step and as we go further we
discover that the life we have lived was not the real life. Thus as values keep on
altering, the idea of Reality also keeps on evolving and developing,

Now when we are young, we have love for sweets, love for foods, love for
clothes and we think that this is all what life is! As we grow a little older, we realize
that 1t is not the real life. Clothes, foods and sweets are not all that important. There
must be something more real in life than that. So the idea alters with age and
understanding and we begin to feel that the real life is much different and the Reality is
still further off.

Remember when Christ came in the world, he simply said " That what you
have considered life is not life at all, and those who will lose this life will gain the real
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e 1.ikewise Qur’an puts it dowrn that this life what.you call life is only a provision |
fon real life, Tt is'nt the life that you are living. Real life is yet to come. It is extended
and new. The Quran says:

&3 }.“ -&S"Uﬂv)
TR GJ‘G‘ LA ESNGIGY

( The fife of this world is only sport and play. It is surely the home Of; the Hereafler
that indeed will be fife extended and new, if only they know!) ----- 29:64

Now the point to consider is that we along with all the universe and everything

in it are evolving and going from one. stage to another. As we arrive at the higher
“tage the lower stage appears to be meaningless. And the importance of higher and
higher contifiues to occupy our mmd and then we begin to see more in life as we go up
and advance. : '

Now Oneé mistake that we have made is that we have extended the meaning of
the wotd “philosophy, rather too far, Philosophy strictly speaking should be used only
when there is available, what we call in scientific or philosophical language, a

" transfefable medium”. . Now what is that transferable medium? It is a mode by which
you make other person understanid your point of view. It could be language, it could
be logic ot it could be ratmnahty all these things can form a transferable medium
betweén mafr and man. "My friends, come on, let us argue. And by argument I will
carry my inind’s purpose to you. It is-easily understapdable’””. Now this is called a
transferable medium. Language has formed a transféfhble medium between man and
man. Therefore, 1 can, through langhagze carry my meanmg to another human being
and transfer my ideas to hifm.- -~

Now philosophy g’enéféﬂy concerns itself only with that subject which can be
transferred by argument, by talk; by meking another man understand. But that which 1
cannot possibly carry to you by any means or arguments is not philosophy. Philosophy
is that which I can make you understand, argue with you and prove to you that I am
right. 1say this is the argument, this is the logic, this is the proof, you must believe it.
~ But when 1 say that I know it and you don’t know it .1 can’t tell you what it is, T can’t
make you understand it, I can’t possibly carry it to you, I can’t transfer my feelings to
you and it is something non-transferable; then it is not philosphy, it is something else.

- ) .
So mysticism presents more or less that aspect of life in which we cannot carry
all at once to another person, what we have seen and experienced. Now if 1 see a
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vision and cannot describe it 4o another person what I have seen and only say what 1
have seen, you can’t understand and you have to see it for yourself’. Now when it
comes to that then the transferable medium has stopped. Then 1 am not able to
transfer my feelings or contents of my mind to you about what I have seen. So there is
no transferable medium that my be called esotericism, which concerns with the inner
secret life. Whereas, the outside life is the life of intellect, idea, logic which can be
argued, which can be conveyed to another man. Thus the word philosophy is limited
to that which is transferable and not that which is non-transferable.

So to say that Girhori’s life had a philosophy, is very well in a certain sense but ;
there is no real philosophy in the beliefs of Girhori, the faith of Girhori and the lite of
Girhori, as Girhori cannot prove to us or convey to us in any way why he adopted that
lite” Why that life is better? He simply says I can’t tell you why it is so.

Now you will say then what is this mysticism? What is that great idea that this
is o real e 1 have wld you on several occasions that this present life that we live is
not a real Ide. Now this can be proved by argument, by discussion and by common
human parlance. When we discuss the values of life between ourselves and find out
that this thing is useless, this thing is worthless then we often wonder that is it this for
which we are living? Is it this for which we are existing? In other words we are ruling
out certain values in our life. Now if I say that eating and drinking, dressing and
showing are unimportant and for that no man would like to live. 1t is not worthwhile,
How long should a man live for it? What sense has it got? And so I keep on ruling out
certain values out of my life and think of new values. Thus it is not only by mystic
way alone that 1 begin to enunciate new values but I can do it merely by argument.
Likewise I can prove to you that this value is useless. This value on which you place
so much emphasis and consider it so important is in fact altogether unimportant. And
that this particular thing has something to say, this thing has nothing to say and so we
keep on cancelling values, one after the other and rising to higher, higher and higher
values. And as we grow in evolution our values keep on altering. Something that we
respected, something that we liked, something that we loved in our younger age, we
simply do not consider it any more important in our life and we often have a feeling
that we have wasted our life, so much so that we greatly repent when we grow older.

Even a man like Sa’adi felt that the fifty years that passed away of his life, they
were wasted. He said, had I known that this was all what was in these things, [ would
uave never followed them. But now I find that I have become fifty years old and the
values to which I had assigned so much importance looked utterly useless and wasteful
now and nothing has come out of them, I have wasted my whole life.
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I thewise Mirza Qalich Beg from Sindh in one of his poems also said that he has
wanled his entire life,
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t 1us world is transitory. It docsn't cndure any onc, Qalich you have been foolish,
vour have wasted your entire Iife without accomplishing an vihing).

In the end it comes to this that we say we did nothing. All the years passed
away and like children we were busy with little bit of sports, little bit of sweets and
aitle bit of here and there. We were following and chasing butterflies and all the years
passed away unnoticed. Now at the end of our journey we find that our hands are
empty. What are we carrying and where are we going? That feeling continues to
disturb us and we remain dissatisfied and disgruntled all the time.

There is a common saying that the Prophet of Islam used to say
Istighfar.(pardon from God) every day. Why did he do that? They said that every day
he found himselt, higher than he was the day before and he thought he could have been
still higher than what he was yesterday. Hence he sought pardon from God. And so
every day one finds if one is striving for something, that Oh! this is more tmportant.
Oh! this is still more important. Now only I am getting closer to reality, till then I was
no where. and that feeling goes on in our mind and it never comes to an end. In other
words we can say that the Maarij (higher stages of evolution) cannot be absolutely
finished. Man cannot finish of all the Maarij here. He goes on rising, step by step and
the higher he goes the more he finds that there is till a great deal to walk yet. And as
‘oon as he finds out by looking back he redlizes that how low he was? And what was
he doing all this time” So it is purely a relative condition. No religion, no philosophy
has clarified this point more than the religion of Islam. The Prophet has said that

O—.—:J\,—i.“ CJL.L_.M )lr..!\‘l" C)L.__:_..“_s
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( 1he bosuties of pious peoplc are the vices of those who are closcst to God)
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Those that are still nearer find that this was really a vice in which: they were
fettered all the time. It was not vice really but it is only lower than the other. Abrars
are supposed to be very great people, thousand times better than all other people..
But their beauties often appear to be vices for the Mugarrabeen as they have evolved
very high and are closer to Reality. It is like the same thing that to the Hoors of the
Bihisht (Paradise), A’raf (a place between Paradise and Hell) appears as complete hell.
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(The virgins of Paradise consider the place betwecn Paradise and Hell also as Hell ;
but those who are in Hell, to them thal place is a Paradise.) : ‘

So like that there is no limit of Maarij (ascents) and the higher the man rises, |
further up he goes. When he turns back and sees what he has left behind he realizes at
once and says my God, have | been wasting time? But he doesn’t know that nature’s
demand was that he should rise from nothingness 10 somethingness. And 50 he has
been going towards it but the only thing is whether he is going fast enough towards it
or he is wasting time, year after year. o

Ghazali describes that once some people were sitting in their contemplation,
concentrating on how they can get over their inner difficulties. And he says, a traveller -
appeared and wanted to know the road leading to his destination and he touches gently |
the shoulder of one of these men and says ~Can you kindly tell me which way this
road goes.”” The man looks up and says for God’s sake don’t ask me, 1 have got
hardly any time left. Please ask somebody else, leave me alone for God’s sake.”” And |
he goes back into his contemplation and thinks " Have I really any time left”’? The
sensibility of time to such people becomes so exaggerated that every minute, they 5
think, have we the next minute left! Because there.is so much to walk. And the
promise, we make to God in our Viter prayers every night in (i ek s) is TWe are
hurrying to you, striving and jumping to get near you’’. But do we?

When we see the actual conditions of life we find, day after day, we repeat the
same thing, eating and sleeping, gossiping and talking about politics and abusing and
talking ill of someone or other and then going to bed. Next morning getting up again,
we follow thé same routine, the same breakfast, the same lunch, the same gossip, the

same loose talk and then we go to bed again. And this goes on continuously till some ‘
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ainty odd years of life are reached. And when the end is about to come, suddenly one
moning we realize what have we been doing? Gossiping, gossiping and nothing else
‘ hen comes the repentance. Where have 1 arrived? What could have I not done in

these sixty years? Where would have I been today if every day I would have utilized
tully? This is the condition of man.

Professor Jotoi also described to you what was Shari’at and Tarigat and what
was social life and individual life. There again comes some kind of confusion. How
we you going to deal with so many people, with whom you have to live? Then how
me you going to live with God by yourself. there comes the conflict aod the
confusion. Are you going entirely to give yourself up to God? What about yo
duties? So many people have to be fed, so many people have to be dressed and so
many people have to be looked after. Are you going to do your duties towards vour
(ellow human being for are you entirely going to sit in contemplation?

Now when we look into the history of man, we find that there have
been stages in human evolution when importance was given to one aspect of
life and again a period came when another aspect of life was given
importance. As you are aware, in time of Moses the Shariat was given main
importance. It was said, that if you keep upto the laws, treat your neighbour
well, do not steal, do not do this, do not do that, then you are a geood man, a
pious man. Then comes. Jesus after Moses, and he says '~ These ways and

thing here and follow me. Forget about money, wives, houses and people, -
they will all look after themselves. What | want you to know is that life is
something different. This is not life at all. This is @ mere show. And | want to
take you to the inner life of the man himself.” So the history repeats and this
goes on and on. Sometime the stage arrives when the outside life, the social
life is emphasized. Sometime again the stage comes, when the individual life
ic emphasized.

But in this Book which we call Al-Qur'an these two aspects of life come

to a complete harmony and peace and where this life and the other life find a
perfect balance. And that which you call mysticism, has totally disappeared.
This is the beauty of the Qur'an. And yet we find that many of our friends
who call themselves Muslims are still caught up in that web, that there is
some Tarigat entirely apart from Shariat and Shari'at entirely apart from

. Tarigat. It isn't all like that. Quran has combined them into a perfect one
whole. Nothing is left mystical or mystifying. !t is clear, like a day light, broad
day light, so clear that it can be explained to any one who wants to know.

these laws are no doubt wonderful, but | like to tell you please leave every .
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How does the social life go quietly into the individual's life? How are both
balanced and kept side by side without any mystification, without any
separation? Latif describes it beautifully:
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(Master the lesson thoroughly
That law doth teach Sohini
Then contemplate and mediate
till truth comes near fo thee
But reality’s vision will be
reward of fovers true)
(Poetic translation by Elsa Kazi)

The entire life he describes with the elements of life, there are in life.

When Hafiz was asked what is Shari'at. He replied in one ling;
c/&f,ﬂf;ﬁr%x;dtf
4
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(Do whatever y:ou like but don't hurt anyone because in our code (Shéri’at) no

other sin is greater than this.) ' ’

When he was asked about Tarigat he replied as follows:
o~ b2 B 15
UW..’.‘MU/ bl ed s

(We were all the time loyal, suffered rebukes yet remained happy because in .
our way of Tariqat it is a crime to be sad and melancholic.)
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Now Tarigat and Shari'at, are they separate from each other? One
iimals with the man's inner mind's self culture and the other deals with the
slle which he brings in social life to use. He prepares his inner mind,
makeon limself a human being worthy of the name, then he comes up and -
deals with society with that entire being which is now prepared he raises the
sin ioly 10 the level of his being. These two sides, Qur'an has so beautifully
trought together that oniy those who can understand Qur'an, will know it.
it most don't.  Those who, however, understand, know how these two
Aapocts of life, individual and social have been brought to a perfection,
hamonized and nothing mystical remains anymore,, It is all transferable.

| ' (76 F ooy |

For twenty years | have beén crying from the house top. Is there any
il who wants to know? Who wants to ask? Who is really inquisitive? What
hiter 15 without mysticism? Rumi says; " 'There was a castle and alf the doors
woro locked.  You couldn’t get in and see what was lying in the rooms of the
King's castle. Then was found the key with which you could unlock all the
Jdoots and see openly, what was lying inside. No more mysticism remained.
" wus clear as clear as the broad day light. Will any one ask; how? | haven't
ot a man who has yet asked me this question. When | go to the West and
whon | come to the East, | say, “'Is there any one to ask?” '

it have a pear! with me and | am seeking a knowledgeable buyer)is there any
market for it, | want to sell it. Is there anyone who wants to buy it. Latif
§ oys (I have nathing but truth in my lap. | feel ashamed to.offer it to an yone. }

That is all what it is. there are no more mysteries after the Qur'an,
I'here is no more mysticism. there is no need of them at all. itis a plain day
{ light. Every word can be transferred, can be made to understand and has
become philosophy. Everything is explainable, talkab‘i’e, carriageble,
conveyable and quite plain and simple. There is no more secret. All the
{ doors are open. All the secret treasures of the King he had left are open to
overy body's eyes. Will then some hobby go and have a look? No one is
roady. Morning till evening, the same breakfast, the same Junch, the same
qossip, the same useless talk, and day after day passes away till the last

nmoment comes and you are no more.

No body inquires about it how it could be known. What is it? What is
Jthe secret of life? Have you any thing to say about it A glorious life is in front
jof man. But he doesn't enquire about it. He is not inquisitive. He is only
dreamirg, gossipping and sleeping. Nothing is being done and nothing is
{being achieved. No body enquires what are the secrets of life.
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