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WANTED TRANSLATORS

For undertaking translation into

ENGLISH, FRENCH,ARABIC, PUSHTO, BALUCHI
ETC

of urdu works of

ALLAMA GHULAM AHMED PARWEZ

including 2nd half of Mafhoom-ul-Quran
we need experts who,apart from being at home in

URDU AND ARABIC

have command over any one or more of the above
LANGUAGES.
Intending persons are requested to contact the undersigned
with credentials
for settlement of terms.

Execut.i'\}é Head
TOLU-E-ISLAM TRUST
25 B, GULBERG Il
LAHORE
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—— In contrast the preacher thrives on hatred, fear
division and sectarianism. This is their means of
1ivelihood, their business. Tf human beings become one,
the preacher will loose his job.

Looking back on what I have discerned in observing
parwez, a teacher and a preacher represent two cultural
approaches. One, dynanic, forward looking, positive,
Q free and creative. The other decadent, backward
. looking, negative bogged down in destiny and the status
! guo. ©One ie happy the other iz sad. As the unknown
biographer of Spinoza gaid, "Those who only love Truth"
wiil " approve" of a teacher. There have heen many
great teachers; I was iucky I cane to know one of them.
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euphemistically described as Wsubmission to Allah's
will". Furthermore, this "Allah's will™ is identified
with ancestor worship. The sentimental appeal to follow
the path of the forefathers 1is a constant refrain,
deadening the rational faculties of the listeners. NO
wonder it was SO refreshing and enlightening to listen
to Parwez when everything was opted for on merit, on
its intrinsic wvalue. The vision broadened, avenues
opened, the issues were ceen in there depth Dby going
into the roots of it all. The preacher can only shout
hollow slogans from the house top and screech out
' fatwas' against those who disagree.

actually, the preacher has Do link or understanding
ofesfast the human psyche. He is not concerned with the
multitude he addresses as persons. The fountain of love
and concern is dry within him. So all he can do is to
emphasis dry ritualism. and to hurl hellfire and
brimstone against those who dare falter. He does not
think of explaining why one should npray", why one
cshould "fast"™, why one should perform "pilgrimage",
except that if you are not a practising believer"™ you
are doomed forever. One sadistic pleasure they evince
ig in striking terror into the hearts of the people,
cursing them, abusing them and throwing them into hell
in the hereafter. The here and now, the hell on this
carth , pain in the mind and body that exists around
us, they are not concerned about. The wretched of the
earth want a friend here, they want here and now a balm
to soothe their nerves, to heal their wounds . If the
preachers are not concerned about this earth , T am not
convinced of their concern about
any other world.

This is where lles the greatness of parwez. He not
only educated us he listened to eneryone's WOes and
placed his fatherly hands on our weary heads. A teacher
has to be a caring perscn, reaching out to allay the
fears and the worries that one is destined to suffer in
an unijust system. Last but not the least, a teacher is
a universal phenomenon, be kbelongs to humanity, not to
any particular Jocale or people. A teacher is a member
of a human family, united in human brotherhood . Parwez
broke down our prejudices, dislikes, barriers of all
kinds that seek identities other than human.




A guestion, a doubt is the beginning of knowledge.
parwez was at his best when challenged with a question,
~ His evenings were mostly spent in answering guestions
} for that was the rime when visitors were welcomed. Some
of us who visited him frequently were occasionally
chided 1if we failed to put a question over a period of
time. We must have stopped thinking, reading and
observing or else why 1s not a question peing shot at
him? "Pull yourself up, ©OF your minds will get rusty",
he warned puring the annual conventions, MWy favourite
cession used to be the question-answer session, and he
knew it. Invariably, he would remind me that day with a

twinkle in his eyes."Hope you'll be there, 1its your
favourite session.”

Wwhat a contrast to the ' Maulanas' 1in whose
congregation a gquestion is unheard of. In fact a
gquestion asked is enough of a reason to declare a fatwa
of " Kufar. " Do atrophied, unquestioning minds promise
a "tomorrow" 7 These preachers do not have even a

nroday" to offer for they thenselves &are 1iving in
nyesterday”.

A teacher can only flourish in a democratic set-up-
No wonder that Parwez's presence exuded freedom and

equality, 1n contrast to suthoritarianism of the
preachers. In contrast to parwez's smiling joyful
image, . wWe are confronted with faces that are severe,

topped with 2 perpetual frown, overlooking hollow,
sunken eyes in a death-like mask. These faces are
symbols of undemocratic attitudes and do not auger well
for the country. No wonder it has been often renmarked
that Pakistan, with so many preachers nultiplying in
geometrical proportions, has lost its smile and
whatever little hope it had for democracy.

As a teacher, Parwez was always at pains to make us
understand the 1issue at stake. He would repeat any

number of times if need be, until the point went home,

He constantly reminded us the Quranic injunction not to

follow any thing that one does not understand. This is
a sure path to digaster. However, the preacher relies
in exactly what the Quran has warned against-- blind

‘. obedience. The concept of opting for Allah's Laws
rorough free will and understanding and reason is
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like Shakespearean Antony he arouses the emotions of

the ‘"impudent mob" unleashing destruction andg anarchy
all around with shouts of "seek, burn, fire. kill andg
slay.” The base of the bPreacher is the fluctuating

nature of emotions which can be twisted in any
directions he wants. Each time the emotions subside,
the effect it leaves behind is pessimism and
hopelessness, the fire extinguished into ashes.

In Parwez's attitude was implicit a belief in the
respect for the humans. I can never imagine him
exploiting or using others for his OWn purposes. Parweyz
the teacher was ever at pains *to build self-respect,
confidence angd independeance among his students no
matter how much the latter may disagree with him. As
long as he helps in making him a thinking person he was
happy. The preacher on the other hand demeans and
destroys the ‘self’ of his listeners and Surely nothing
could be more criminal and inhuman than this approach.
"SELF" is all that a human has: to destroy this is to
destroy humanity itself. What do we have left then?

Parwez was very humble and modest, almost to the
point of self effacing whenever perforce he had to make
a reference to himself. He always described himself as

a struggling student of the Quran, and no more. He was
open minded and an excellent listener, Sometimes, very

?15" unconventional and unknown" concepts to  the

' common Soul"™, but ended Up by talking non-stop
themselves, He gave them his time and listened with
wrapt attention even if they did not have much to s=ay.

I maivelled at his patience. When he lectured or
conversed, he never talked "atn them, never made them
feel different or inferior. But a Preacher who isg
always preaching”at " the congregation, be he a priest
or a demagogue of a politician, he develops a false
sense of righteousness and behaves in an arrogant
manner. He thinks he knows everything. This is
dangerous for the people at large, for this kind of so-
called scholarship or leadership can dampen the spirit
of the people and make thenm feel guilty and joyless.
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: ietic friends, avoided
barring a few liberal aﬂg SESSE;Z hush hoen atnosphere
S poeference to e ant with an exXplosive

raremech. T naoilence  pregnant times guilt
’ ness. I have heen through pain and some es g
2¥a§§ fear, cowardice or what some may describe Aas a
simple defensive common sense, cal} it what you may, a;
not  being able to quote Parwez ag llbera}lg t?n
generously asg one quotes Socrates oy Aris olei
Machiavelli op Chanakya, Voltaire or Raussean, J.g i
or B, Russell], Freud or Fromm,_Marx or Mao'and all by
name, Nay, I diqg quote him Coplously, byt his

taboo, and 71 cannot say for Sure whet

above thig inhibition + The wallg
ignorance are more impregnable than s

Parwez, the teacher, a

in humans, Carefully T'easoning With hig
developing their intellect

Committed person, pyut he
confidence that he/she could fight back jir need be. The
naturaj affect of ¢pq ' he listener is
in spite of the
ken Place. The common soyupw

r 1t ig easy to follow the beaten
path But inp Parwez 1 i

The Opposite of this can be noy Visualizeqd. A
Preacher jg emotiongl and Sentimentay . He reljeg on the
irrational and Passionate forces within humang, and

ey
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works. His views do sound "unusual and unknown t:
common souls", but that is where lies his fame. This
has caused the envious and the ignorant to create ar
atmosphere in the country in which everyone, thougth
strangely aware of Parwez's presence, is afraid tc
mention his name or guote him by name. Many scholars,

writers, journalists and teachers readily quote some of
the basest and mediocre of Quranic commentators for or
against their own views, but Parwez's name is arn
anathema. This does not mean that they do not quote
him, they quote him galore --his words, concepts anc
terminology, but they do not owe theilr debt to him.
Even those who may dare, may soon have to retreat. For
instance during President Ayub's regime, President
House circular was printed daily in the newspapers,
listing the names of all those who visited him that
day. Once in a while Parwez's name was also seen in the
1ist. This created an uproar, so much so, that Ayub,
ostensibly a powerful and highest military executive in
the country had to buckle down to the'" impudent mob"
and the name was henceforth withdrawn, which of course
does not mean that Parwez did not meet him again. And
yet it is the "soul" of this “impudent meob" that
benefited from these visits, for Parwez played, no mean
part in the promulgation of the "Muslim Family Laws of
1961" and the "Land Reforms". These measures would have
been far more radical if Ayub had withstood the
pressure of the vested interests, the "envious" and the
"ignorant". Another example is the helplessness of the
PTV . It is sitting pretty on a twelve hours marathon
interview it programmed on Parwez's life and works, but
it dare not televise it. As for the politicians and.
the priestcraft, both in their nature Machiavellian and
power hungry and in favour of the status quo have been
using his words and concepts as slogans and beat: g

them hollow by repetition.

Come to think of it, I am part of the same nil@wm.
Certainly not through envy or ignorance, but certain’
through the fear of loosing the oppertmmicy I
communicating Quranic wisdom o my studerts, .. Zdzred
not mention his name in class. I do rot ¥mow whatner to
call it funny or criminal that thouss  eventually |
everyone who knew me also knew TY affiliations and the
source of my knowledge and informaticon, every one
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ghamim Anwar

July 9. 1903, @ reacher wWas pborn, perhaps one of the
greatest humankind has experienced rhrough the ages- AsS
rhis date approached, wy mind has been recollecting my
experiences of havind known Parwez as a scholar, an
advisor, @ neighbour, a fatherlY figure, @ friend and
above all @ reachel - His scholarship stands out in his
erudite " Insan ne Kia gocha" alone, notwithstanding
nis other great works, put he also stands out in the
reaction he enqendered and still does. 1 find a very
apt similarity in a comment I came across in Spinctd @
oldest biograph¥Y py an unknown friend which 1 would
1ike to share with mny readers. 1 am Ssure they will
enjoy the relevance: the power anda beauty of the words
and concepts expressed therein.” our age js very
enlightened w he says: n put it is not therefore more
just te great men- Although it is jndebted to them for
1¢s most precious enlightenment, and happlly penefits
rnerefrch, yet, whether from envy ©T from ignorance, it
cannot beal fhat anyone should pralse them, and it is
csurprising that one should have to conceal himself in
order tO write thelr 1ife, @8 if he were about to
commit & crime: espeCially js this SO if these great
men have made rhemselves famous by views rhat are

jgnorance ro which they cacrifice the sanest 1ight of
reason and, so to saY: truth jtself- put whatever risk
one may run ©On such 2 thorny course; 1 would have
profited pittle indeed from his philosophy whose 1ife
and maxims 1 take upon myself ro write, 1f 1 were
afraid to undertare it eeectrt even 1f this work",

mnemnory of an illustrious friend, pe not approved by
everybody it will at least be approved py those who
only 1oVe Truth and who have a kind of an aversion for
the impudent nob . "

T have read and re—read this comment, each rime to
find 1t more illuminatinq , more relevant and truer
rhan ever pefore with reference to parwez's 1ife and



