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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Educationist 43

purpose was to collect funds to finance students who deserved to go abroad.
- There were many prejudices against foreign travel but his own and his son’s visit
to Europe had been a great stimulation. Gradually prejudices died down.

Such were the views and efforts of Syed Ahmed on this controversial issue.
He was clear-hcaded and he knew exactly where he was heading towards. Herein
lay his strength and determination,
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42 chapter VI

time, and life-secretary afier his father's death. This was like disturbing a
homets’ nest. A group of old associates led by Maulvi Samiullah Khan left the
college and indulged not only in criticism, which is acae;itable, but stooned to
personal attacks. made an 3ssue of insignificant technical points and thereby
"defamed the nation”. In his speech on the hiswory of the college in 188932 he
strongly defended his position. He contended that the purpose of the college was
not to produce mere degree holders, which can ex ¥ be achieved by Indian
teachers. His college was unique in the sense that it did something more than
that, and for that European icachers were indispensibie. Otherwise the existence
of the Muhammadan Anglo-COriental College was meaningless: There was
nothing great in merely adding one more to the list of colleges already
established. Moreover, wachers came without formal agreements because formal
agreements demand financial guarantees and hi gher salsaries. For these teachers
the only guarantee was Syed Atmed’s name and personality. Such conditions as
lower salaries than the govemnment scale and agreements based on friendship
could be acceptable to very few. “Only those who have a passion for leaming and
those who are motivated to help a fallen nation, once powerful and prosperous, to
awaken and arise again, are difficult to come by." The present staff fulfilled those
conditions and they could only stay on if they were understood and valued on
those conditions. This could be possible for the time being if Syed Mahmud
remained the guarantee after Syed Ahmed’s death. He was experienced and was
associated with the college from the beginning.

Syed Ahmed maintained the Trusise Bill in the form he wanted even at the
risk of loosing a large number ¢f 0ld associates. He was never so upset before at -
any opposition, "but”, says Hali, "On this ussue if the majority vote of the Board
of Trustees had gone against the Bill Syed Ahmed would have withdrawn from
the college and the European staff would have left."33 This episode takes up into
the very depths of his educational policy and his main objective in awakening the
nation.

Even this was not enough. India still did not provide the right atmosphere
and facilities outside the college which is so important for education. So he was
very keen that students should go abroad and travel and study in Oxord and
Cambridge and other universities of England. There is so much to see there-
museums, factories, study circles and universitics themselves. All this widens the,
mental horizons and his objective would be nearer for that.34 To encourage this
he even formed an associatior. in Aligarh in 1877 with himself as Secretary. Its

32 Mugalate - Sir Syad - Volume XTi pages 198-232.
33 Altaf Hussain Hali - "Hayate-Javaid" page 333.
34 Mugalate - Sir Syed - Volume VI pages 142-148.
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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Educationist - 41

of our disagreement, we will be very happy. If it does not change in acordance
with our wishes, we have no fears, because it has inherent in itself the seeds of its
own destruction, "However, Syed Ahmed’s writings created a stir in the Punjab
and other parts of the north-westem province. Some Hindus from the Punjab
even published his three articles in the form of a pamphiet and circulated it
widely. Ultimately, Syed Atmed triumphed and the scheme was ahandoned. The
Punjab University was finally established as a centre of Western leaming.

Syed Ahmed’s views on westerm education as against oriental traditional
learning would be incomplete without mentioning the role of the European
teachers in his scheme of things. He was convinced that the essence of the
change that he is attempting to bring about in the mental attitude of people
through the medium of westem learning would be deficient without being taught
by and associating with the European teachers. He was determined to have a
European Principal of his College in Aligath, European warden for the hostel,
and at least three lecturers. The core of western attimde would be missed by the
Indian teachers no matter how qualified they might be. To adopt the externalia of
life and touch the mere periphery could be more damaging 1o the Indians. He had
planned that even the Urdu Section and the Oriental Section of the college be
supervised by European professors. Employment of these teachers became an
arficie of faith with him and through the confacts that his son, Syed Mahmud, had
made during his study period in London, some great teachers like Dr. Amold,
Walter Raleigh, Theodore Beck and others had been employed. How important

“this was to Syed Ahmed can be judged from his presentation of and the
-uncompromising defence, at a big price. of the Trustee Bill. He has been often
criticised even by recent COMMSNIAOS for being undemocratic and stubbom and
authoritarian. May be so, but his atlitude can be understood only in the context of
what European teachers meant to hin and why. He was ready to go to any length
on this issue. He had been anxious from spmetime about the future of his college
when he was no more. Uptil now, that is, 1889, by a convention the arrangements
for European staff were made by Syed Abmed himself, his son, Syed Mahmud
and the Principal of the College, because it is the Principal who has to cooperate
with the staff. There was an anxiety among the present European staff that if
Maulvi Samiuliah Khan, the Honorary Secretary of the Managing Committee
succeeded Syed Ahmed as Secretary of the Board of Trusiees, they would not be
able to cope with the situation, because he dig not understand what Syed Ahmed
did and was striving for. Also, there was criticism already in the employment of
European teachers and the high galaries paid to them. In this background, one of -
the important clauses of the Trustee Bill was 10 legalise the convention of the
three, Syed Muhamud and the Principal, relation to appointment of European
"Staff. It made Syed Manmud joiny Secretary o his father during the latter’s life
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40 chapter VI

engineering, Judiciary, and even membership of the legislative assembly that ig
Open to them, by reviving and studying dead orienta) courses? Since the official
language was now English, siudentg of orientaj languages would have absolutely
1O scope as far as jobg are concemed. -

result was that "those who were soaring high'like a fu]) grown tree, Overnight
drooped like a newly planteqd sappling in a storm, Nobedy wants them now, and
they can do nothing for themselves, their nation and their country. "Similar wag
the case in all other departments, angd it is interesting (o note that no students
from the Punjab University College had any access to any Jjobs. So i is Strange
that the VICCTOY was keeq o raise the College to the level of an oriental
University. He said that one can see the difference in quality-even between those
Students who had acquired western knowledge but Some in English ang the
others in the native language, The former were far superior. No wonder that the
Socicty cstablished in Calcutia fo translate books in native languages are no
longer talked about. These books ¢an hardly be traced even. The Delhj College
applied itself hard and spent a lot of Money on translation and publication. Now

saying that in the last lwo decades political, economic and social conditions have -
immensely changed and the Scientific Society was established in very different
circumstances, Very confidently he declared "If the University does wel] n spite
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(1 Higher Leaming and the Government of India.
2 Qur Education in our own Language.
3 Our Language and Higher Leaming.

Some of the points are already familiar to us as they have been discussed
above. But some new factors were also brought out and it is worth taking note of
them because they are powerfully expressed and very relevant The main
objective of western education, according to Syed Ahmed, from the very
beginning, was to awaken his people. It was inherent in western literature and
sciences that it changed the attitude of the people and made them foreward
looking and vigorous. Already it was giving them new ideas. In his second
article0 he says "western education has indeed created political consciousness
resulting in political agitation. There has been a great deal of criticism of the
government as well, both fair and unfair."This shows that the government was
becoming rather nervous because of this development, and hence the Viceroy'’s
speech in favour of stagnant oriental studies. Syed Ahmed added that the
government should understand that "these very critics are also the ones who truly
value the good done by the English Government, Indeed to give us B.A. and
M.A. degrees and then io expecl us 10 live on the level of a child is not
acceptable to us. "The impact of wesiern education as such is pointed in the first
paragraph of the first article.3! "There was a time when noteworthy politicians
‘were of the view that there is no better policy than not to impart higher modemn
knowledge and the English language to the Indians if they are to be kept
subjected and not allowed to advance beyond the stage of barbarism. “This is the
quintessence of his understanding of the problem as an educationist and the
reason why he so strongly advocated the absorption of western attitude. Thus,
according to him, the Punjab University College as a centre of oriental studies
had been an obstacle to progress. To raise it 10 the level of a University would
indeed be a calamity for the national development of the country. Of course the
people would feel that they are being favoured by introducing oriental studies,
but it is a sheer deception. No matter in what swect words it is couched, the fact
remains that the objective would be to keep Indians enslaved. ‘

Emphasising again and again that “National power and national
development are like twin sisters” and that a language could never flourish
without political backing, he questioned as to whether Indians could participate
and take advantage of the various services like the civil service, medicine, law

3¢ Mugalate - Sir Syed - Volume VIII pages 34-41.
31 ibid pages 29-33.
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38 , chapter VI

There were other arguments too in favour of European languages, and
particularly English in this case, because Indians were in direct contact with this
language only. According to Syed Ahmed “there is not a single example in the
history of mankind when knowledge developed in the language other than the
language of the ruler,"26

The implication of this thesis is that the language must be backed by
political power. The language that rules flourishes. For instance, says Syed
Ahmed, dusing the Ummayad and Abbasid period Arabic flourished; everbody
desired to learn the Arabic language. During the Hindu period in India, Sanskrit
flourished and people acquired only this language. During the Muslim period, or
the Turko-Mughul rule, Persian was in ascendance. Now the English rule over
the sub-Continent and there is no way out but to adopt the Enlish language.27 The
language of the ruler becomes so importani that even day to day life is effected
by it. Even simple occasions like buying a ticket at the railway station, finding

out the entrance or the exit to the platform and boarding the right train can

confuse the people unnecessarily if they do not know English.28 This is indeed a
realistic view of the situation, howsoever unpleasant it may be 1o the subject
people. At the same time he urged them Lo continue studying the Persian and
Arabic languages for that is the way (o keep in touch with the past history and the
past classics.

Time proved Syed Ahmed right. We have already seen that he had also
planned a secular Oriental Department for his college in Aligarh with Urdu as the
medium of instrucuon. It was soon realised that in the face of practical purposes
it proved to be useless . The department just withered away and it had to be shut
down because at one stage there were more teachers than students:

What Syed Ahmed was trying to get across was further crystallised on the
issue of the Punjab University College in Lahore. In 1881 the Viceroy, Lord
Lytton made speeches in the Punjab in favour of oriental studies as being more
feasable in India. There was an indication that the college would be raised to the
status of an Oriental University. This came as a big shock 10 Sved Ahmed and it
appeared as if he had lost his patience.2® He wrote three articles against such a
possibility with a great deal of emotions and arguments. the three articles were
captioned as follows:-

26 Mugqalate - Sir Syed - Volume XII page 275.
27 Mugqalate - Sir Syed - Volume VI pages 4-5.
28 Khutbat-e-Sir Syed - Volume II page 360.

29 Aliaf Hussain Hali - "Havare Favai?” nage 462,
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relationship between the ruler and the ruled are impossible without the English
language. "22 In fact even the translated books were not read and valued by the
‘people, for there were pot many who could read and understand. This lack of
interest even created financial problems for paucity of funds. He made this frank
confession, the failure of the Urdu language as a medium. of higher learning,
before the Education Commission as well, in 1882,

Having realised the virtual failure of the Scientific Society Syed Ahmed
took up cudgels in the defence of the English language. He tried to convince his
people that higher learning is impossible without the English language. The
major factor in his own metamorphosis on this issu¢ scems to be the colossal
number of books to be translated, and the continuous additions made to them day
after day on the basis of discoveries and constant research in every field. He
referred to the oft-quoted example of the Abbasid Empire under Haroon and
Mamoon. In a speech delivered in Jullundur in 1894 he said that the days of
Haroon and Mamoon are past and gone. They established bureau of transiation
and did a very useful work. But £ there were ten books then, there are thousands
now, without which we can neither be learned nor gain respect. We are helpless
in this."23 In 1896 in Meerut he challenged those who still beiieved that
development was possible in the mother-tongue only. He said although
translation of books is a good thing, it is not practicable. "Even ten empires of
Haroon and Mamoon cannot ¢ope with the translation today."?* In moderm times,
Egypt made a serious effort at good rransiation of some very useful books. But
Syed Ahmed wamed that "by the time these books were transiated and
introduced in the courses, knowledge had advanced so much that the translated
books became outdated..... 80 much is being discovered and written day and night
that it is dificuit to comprehend. Unless the language itself is developed enough,
and enough research is being done through it, higher education cannot be
acquired in it."25 It is a very important and difficult problem he was grappling
with. The big chasm created through the centuries between the posi-Renaissance
Europe and the non-European world that went to sleep has created all sorts of
challenging problems, the essence of which is the inadequacies of the native
languages of the subject people. A hundred years later, the problem still defies
solution and the ex-colonies have not been able to totally get rid of the European

‘languages. They can only do so by pecoming a dynamic expression of a dynamic
people.* '

e
22 Mugqalate - Sir Syed - Volume XTI peges 187-188.
23 Khutbat-e-Sir Syed - Yolume II pages 274-275.
24 ibid pages 380-381.

25  Mugalate - Sir Syed - Volume VI 159.
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(2) How can one language, and that too an alien one, be impo.s,ed Ol Crores
of peopie?

(3) Education would be much more effective, accessible and understandable
ifitis in the vernacular,

4 A lot of time is lost in merely acquiring the forej an language, and even
then very few can use it well for education and other purposes.
Englishmen themselves would find it difficult if they were to use a
foreign language, *

(5) 'Having acquired knowledge in Urdu, students will be urged to read in the
original language.

(&) If a student studies only in English he wil] not be able to communicate.
with others because of hig unfamiliarity with the terminology in Urdu,

While putting across these points Syed Ahmad clearly emphasised that "our
alm is not to revive oriental studies but only to use the native language as
medium of instruction and expression, We actually wish to study European
subjects in order to awaken our people. "Then he gave examples of Roorki
Engincering College and medical college of Agra, where both languages were
being used. It is the Urdy medium "that would considerably widen the circle of
educated people.™ '

As for the text books they can be translated,and as it is, the Scientific
Society is already allempting it,

However, the government rejected the presentation on the plea that (1)
Urdu does not have adequate resources. Text books alone are not enough,

students. (2) The Government does not have enough financial resources to
educate the whole Country. Thus did Syed Ahmed’s plan come to nought. But in
the mean-time he was also changing his own views on the subject. The very
experience with the Scientific Society educated him in favour of. the English .
language. He admitted this in his speech on the History of Muhammadan Anglo-
Oriental College in 1889, "In those days I thought" he said, "that I could make
my people acquainted with higher European learning through translations in
Urdu. In my efforts towards it I established a Scicntific Society. It did translate
quite a few books....... 1.do not deny that this has proved useful for the country,
but I am now convinced that highter learning, social development and better

B
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Urdu Language. Thus in 1864 he inaugurated a "Translation Society”, later
known as "Scientific Society”, to translate * literary and knowledgeable books
from English to Urdu so that his countrymen became acquainted with and
interested in western literature and learming. 17The Society, with Syed Ahmed
himseif as its Honorary Secretary, worked hard and earnestly to translate books.
To begin with history formed an imporiant part of the programme, for according
to Syed Ahmed understanding of past events helps the progress of a nation.
History books included Elphinstone’s "History of India", Rollin’s History of
Ancient Egypt and History of Ancient Greece, and Sir John Malcolm’s History
of Persia. Other books were Mill’s Political Economy, Senior’s book on Political
Science and Scott Burm’s book on agriculture. The society also issued a
"Scientific Society Magazine later known as "Aligarh Institute Gazette",
regularly published till the end of Syed Ahmed’s life. It printed articles of high
academic standard and re-produced learned lectures that were organised by the
Society. Sir William Miur, the then Lt. Govemor of the North Western Province
encouraged these efforts and even gave government aid. 18Quite a few societies
sprung up in other towns as an inspiration from Syed Ahmed’s efforts.19

Once speaking at the Benares Institute in 186720 he spoke in defence of
translating books and gave the exampie of Peter the Great of Russia. He got
books translated in his own language so much so that by 1813, thirteen thousand,
two hundred and forty-nine books had been translated. Giving these statistics he
argued: "Only those nations can develop their culture and * Civilisation whose
total source knowledge is in their own language. Any nation that decided 10
progress got all the existing books translated in its own language.....That is the
only way to become cultured. "It was in keeping with this view, that Syed
Ahmed made a presentation to the govemment on behalf of the British indian
Association (founded by himself in 1866 to present Inian grievances in an
organised way) in 1866 for the establishment of a vermacular University.2! This
presentation is useful in that it clarifies further his views in defence of the Urdu
language. His arguments are as follows:-

(1) English as medium of instruction should be retained, but in addition to it
Urdu should also be the medium, because in English alone very few
people will benefit.

17 Altaf Hussain Hali - "Hayate-Javaid" page 397.
18 Thid page 398. .

19 ibid page 398.

30 Khutbat-e-Sir Syed - Volume I pages 130-145.
21 Mugalate - Sir Syed - Volume VIII pages 5171,
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religious readings, Hunter says, consists mainly of "Muhammadan Traditions
(Hadith)and law-books of fanatical medieval stamp - a sort of learning which fills
the youthful brain with windy self-importance, and gives rise to bitter schisms on
the most trivial points within the College walls."14 It was against the uselessness
of this fanatical, obscurantist, scholastic conceited and unscientific teaching Gif it
can be described as teaching at all) that Syed Ahmed led a crusade. For him it
became a matier of life and death of the nation. Desperaiely he questioned: what
are students capable of after going through such books and such teaching? of
what use is it going through meaningless quibbling of words, divorced from
modem realities? Should not the people judge for themselves the value of such
courses? It benefits. neither the country nor the individual concermed. What
discoveries have they made about this beautiful universe full of so much wisdom
and excellence? Syed Ahmed writes that a relative of a friend of his, who had
studied at Deoband, was awarded the "turban of honour " after completing its
traditional courses. He now wanted to know as to what he should do next!
Indeed! what could he do except sit in a mosque and preside over funeral
ceremonies, and eat charity-meals, and wonder and remember the words he used
to meaninglessly twist when at Deoband.15 This is generally the fate of students
having gone through traditional courses. They became professional beggars.
They are not qualified for anything in this life. Thus traditional education which
is rigid and atrophied must be given up and knowlege must be sought in
European books. With traditional books must go the traditional system of
schools. These schools are more like orphanages, attached to mosques or some
charitable institution, that survive on small and uncertain monthly donations, and
where old decrepit teachers make an attempt to teach and live on charity meals.
No self-respecting and vigorous nation can be moulded from such a system.
What the nation needs are well-established and weli-financed modern schools
and colleges.

An integral part of the controversy between the Orientalisis and the
Anglicists was the question of language, the medium of expressing knowledge.
As far as acquiring acquaintance with the English language is concerned Syed
Ahmed had definite opinions. As carly as 1863 he spoke to the Muhammadan
Literary Society in Calcutta on prejudices against the English language. "No
religious prohibitions stand in the way of our learning any language spoken by
any of the many nations of the world.16 But learning a language is one thing, to
make it 2 medivm of instruction and learning is another. In these early post-
"Mutiny" years he believed that western knowledge should be acquired .in the

14 Ibid page 176.
15  Khutubat-e-Sir Syed - Volume I pages 262-264.
16  Mugalat - e - Sir Syed - Volume XII pages 285-299
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begun, advances on and on, it cannot stop. Moreover it travels from one country
to another, one civilization to another - from Egypt into Greece, from Greece into
Arabia, from Arabia and Arab Spain into Europe, from Europe into Russia and
the rest of the non-European world. '

After all said and done, Greek knowledge was not perfect and without
mistakes. The mistakes have been now discovered and rectified. What is
beneficial for Mustim India? “To follow the beaten path of the Greeks that leads
us nowhere, or modern knowledge that leads us to prosperity and respect? "1

Courses taught in the traditional schools wasted the energies and time’ of
the students. They covered long and varied courses that were completely
outdated; They were Grammar, Rhetorics, Literature, Logic, physics, astronomy,
mathematics, scholasticism, law, jurisprudence, commentary on the Hadith,
medicine and geography. For more than five hundred years the courses had
remained stagnant and divorced from the realities and the discoveries made in
other parts of the world. The students were still taught that there were three
continents and that the world was stationery. As for Arabic and Persian literature,
it "is full of peurilities, amorous themes, indecent tales, false praises of kings and
nobles and exercises in thymed writing with fine words but no meaning. It can
produce no good effect on a man’s heart and morals. It stimulates no natural
faculty of his. Tts reader knows from the very start that it is all lies, exaggeration,
poetic trickery and literary artifice. So it leaves him cold ... Propagating
literature of this kind is not doing any favour to us, but pushing us deeper into the
darkness in which we have been groping for centuries. "12 No wonder that Syed
Ahmed believed that no Governor-General and Viceroy of India had done more
for the welfare of Indian than Lord Macaulay through his Minutes. He was
inclined to agree with him that oriental books were on the whole imrational and
nonsensical. While the books taught had such scandalous information, the mode
of teaching was even more unscientific and useless. Talking of the Calcutta
Muhammadan College which had been practically left in the hands of the
- Muhammadans, Hunter says: "At the end of seven years the students knew
certain books by heart, text and interpretation, but if they geta simple manuscript
beyond their narrow curriculum, they are in a moment beyond their depth. Such
teaching, it may well be supposed, produces an intolerant contempt for anything
which they have not learned. The very nothingness of their acquirements makes
them more conceited. They know as an ahsolute truth that the Arabic grammar,
law, rhetoric, and logic, comprise all that is worth knowing upon earth."13 The

1 Khutubat-e-Sir Syed - Yol: T pages 378-379.
12 Muqalat - e - Sir Syed - Volume XV pages 59-60.
13 W.Hunter - "The indian Mussalmans” page 177.




o,
L {AAA ._:./i( AN ,ﬁu-fu-/ib;‘”

3z ' chapter VI

knowlege has grown and grown while we were asleep, and we would then go

~ forth to leamn from whichever nation that has accomplished the'most and the

best."6 Having shown all the respect he could for the ancestors, he declared that
"ancient science and philosophy was badly owutdated compared to modem
knowledge. "7 The mineteenth century Muslim India could not depend upon it
alone. It must acquire latest knowledge in all fields.

Syed Ahmed had another view of looking at oriental studies. Almost all
branches of the existing oriental knowledge were traced back to the Greeks.
When the Arabs rose to power they willingly and most avidly read the Greek
writers and adopted their knowlege and made it their own. If they, that is, the
Muslims could do it once why cannot they do it again? If it can be all right to
study and accept Greek knowledge then what prevents them from studying
Europeen knowlege tdtay? How can Greek learning, no matter how excellent, be
the end? Europe has progressed far ahead since those days, and Muslims must
take cognisance of this fact. It can be ignored only at their peril. This approach is
particularly seen in his attitude towards the Ulemas as a class. The Ulemas in the
past had rejected Greek methods to begin with. But later had attempted to survive
by finding justificatory reasons in Greek logic and philosophy. This is how they
evolved "IImul-Kalam."8 Syed Ahmed argued that if they could mect the Greek
challenge thus, why cannot they do so now by using modem European logic and
philosophy? Accordingly he wrote a letter to the Secretary of Nadvatual-Ulema
who were holding their meeting in Cawnpore, and asked him to present the letter
at the meeting. He wrote: "It is no use prohibiting it (European knowledge) as
"haram".? this approach did not work in the past, it is not going to work today......
Commentaries on the Quran and Hadith based on Greek philosophy are not
adequate to meet the challenge of the modem world. The result is that people are
turning away from it (the commentaries). This is a dangerous trend and it will
continue to gain in strength. So please present my letter (o the Ulema. "10 But the
letter was not presented at the meeting and the Ulema gave no attention to this

" problem. But that is another story. He continued to emphasie till the end that the

system of traditional education is uscless. The revival of this system in several
schools established in Jaunpur, Aligarh, Cawnpore, Saharanpur, Deoband, Delhi
and Lahore served no purpose. Is old knowledge enough? He asked again and
again. Has medicine, surgery, pharmacy, philosophy, mathcmatics, literature etc.
not gone far ahead from the point where the ulema stood? Knowledge once

Khutubat-e-Sir Syed - Volume I pages 136-137.
ibid page 77. :
Scholasticism.
Forbidden according to Divine Command.

0  Khutubat-e-Sir Syed - Volume 1 pages 297-298.
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nation.

One thing is worth mentioning here. While he lashed out at the past, ‘he
took into consideration the feelings of the people and their hurt pride as the
erstwhile rulers of the subcontinent. Their identity was with the past, and this
identity alone was responsible even for their mere physical existence. For
instance he once declared: "To be proud of ones forefathers, but to be nothing
oneself is only to stigmatise them. "3 Again: "It is frustrating that this nation
glorifies its ancestors but does not do anything herself. What could be more
disrespectful and dishonourable than defaming ones ancestors by its present
condition/the most ignorant, the most degraded, the most contemptuous, the most
poverty-stricken.” Thus Syed Ahmed recognised that the ancestors may have
been knowledgeable and powerful, they may be all that makes one proud, but
then, we can only be proud if we are like them today. A nation has to perpetually
go on marching into time, highter and higher, each generation making its own
cQntribution towards culture and civilisation. It is fatal and a disgrace to that very
past that one is so proud of, to stop at a certain point and start living on the
laurels of the ancestors. It was from this angle that Syed Ahmed urged his people
to realise the defects of the traditional education based on oriental siudies, and
compare it with moderi achicvements. His favourite simile was that of a "seed”
and a "full-fledged blooming tree.” The ancestors were supposed to have sown
the seed of knowledge, but it is the present generation of Europeans who have
nourished it into a'tree. "There was a time," he wrote, "When our books were
considered knowledgeable, but it must now be found out how far knowledge has
advanced today. The seeds that our ancestors sowed are now strong, fruitful
trees. They are so fully laden with flowers and fruits and its branches are so
beautiful with delicious fruit that they appear to be something very new and
something that did not exist during the time oi our forefathers. Whatever the
fore-fathers possessed was in the form of seeds, now they have grown into trees.
Now, to be proud of the seeds, but to shun the trees and to deprive oneself of the
delicious fruits wil not benefit us nor give us respect."S Carrying on this
argument further, he maintained that if our ancestors were living today, they
would be as creative as they were then and would not have stopped their
activities as we have. They created then, they would create now. "Ancestors had
added to the knowledge of their own ancestors, and beautified what they had
inherited by their own creativity. If they were living today they would do the
same and move on to the road to development and excellence. But we have done
nothing; we have in fact even lost what we had. If we would realise how

3 _Khutabat-e-Sir Syed - Volume I page 455.
4 Mugqalat - ¢ - Sir Syed - Volume XII page 121.
5 Mugalat - e - Sir Syed - pages 154-156.
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CHAPTER v/

WESTERN EDUCATION VERSUS
TRADITIONAL EDUCATION.

were the backward looking orientalists, From 1813 onwards, the foreward

~looking 8roup, who came to be known as Anglicists, contended the above view,

Adam Smith and Jeremy Bentham led by James Mill attacked ancient logic,
philosophy, and institutions. "Mill found litle good in Indian institutions; reason

enthusiastically and above all, with basic human pathos and concern, advocated
western education, if they, his people, were 10 survive ag a respected, living

1 V.Smith - "The Oxford History of India." page 647,
2 ibid - page 646,



