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LAWS OF NATURE
By
Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq

Osbal
“For those nations once dead, it becomes impossible to come to life again until Gog
and Magog (fiery imperialist powers) invade the weaker powers from all directions
and this exploitation rekindles struggle for life and power once again.” 21/95-96

So far, we have seen that according to the Quran, individuals who adopt the divine value
system as their way of life, become “bigger” human beings, their personalities develop
and they graduate into a higher state of life after they die. Communities and states which
have the Quran to guide their collective lives, become leaders of the world, live in peace
and plenty and help and guide humanity live the same way, providing the less developed
nations with nourishment to enable them to stand on their feet. Individuals who do
neither believe in divine value system nor act according to it but insist on a way of life in
which their own immediate good is preferred to promotion of a just and equitable society,
become “lesser” men. Their personalities do not develop and they do not graduate into a
higher way of life at death; they perish, their growth having stopped. Communities and
states which prefer to live without any value system as a guide, live a miserable life. They
get left behind in the race of life until they perish away and history, sometimes, even
forgets them completely. This is a simple enough statement, not involving too much
philosophy. However, the Quran goes a step further and describes in concrete terms the
society which is established visibly as a result of actions of both these parties. The good
way of life is called ‘Jannat’ (paradise) and the bad way of life is called ‘Jaheem’
(stagnation) or ‘Jahannum’ (Hell). The Quran describes these societies as established by
humans themselves, by dint of their own good or bad deeds, in great detail and I shall
summarize only a few of their important characteristics. Before I do that, let me reiterate
that the Quran does not describe the state of life in the hereafter at all. It only alludes to it
in a few places, states categorically that it will be better than what they have seen in this
world and tells the more curious ones that it can not be understood by you in real terms
but only by comparing it to the ‘Jannat’ you have made in this life by dint of your own
effort.

First, the ‘Jannat’ ;
O pa Vg agale (oot D8 ) sl o3 4l Uy 118 cpll )

“Surely, those who say our Lord is Allah, then continue on the right way, they will
not be afraid of any thing nor will they have any anxiety for the future.” 46/13
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They would have conquered nature and would be living in harmony with the laws of
nature. Therefore, they will have no fear. Their own constructive actions and guarantee
provided by their society against all exigencies of life will earn them a life in which they
have no anxiety.

e S B B Ry,

“Their income will be hard earned with which they enjoy an honorable economic
life.” 8/4

e Gl Y ol

“Such constructive people will be in great comfort.” 82/13.

This comfort will continue as long as they and their society remain on course.

Cle il oY) Qs ol 3IS

“They will be enjoying a high status.” 83/18
At gide Gun ) O sty ndll B uiai agh ga g A Chyed (5 ok Gl YT e
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“Well set on places from where they will be in control. You will be able to see from
their fresh appearances that they are enjoying a life of comfort. They are given to
drink of a pure drink, sealed. The sealing of it is with musk. And, for that let the
aspirers - aspire. This water comes from fountain on high, a fountain from which
drink only those who have achieved nearness to God by their constructive actions.”
83/23-28
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“Their faces in their lives will be happy. They will be well satisfied with the
compensation for their hard, constructive work. They will be in lofty gardens
wherein you will hear no vain talk. Therein will be fountains flowing. Their thrones
will be high with drinking cups ready for them to be served. And, cushions set in
row and carpets spread out.” 88/8-16

Basic needs like food, clothing, accommodation will be guaranteed.
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“In it you will never go hungry or naked. You will never go thirsty and will never
exposed to the sun’s heat.” 20/118-119

And the basic needs will be fulfilled at a highly comfortable way of life.
e s a3 LSy Ll i) e S5 Uil s (3ils

“Therein will be gardens and vineyards (drinks with no intoxicating effect — non
alcoholic beer!) and pure cups-drinks with nourishing rather than intoxicating
effect. They will not hear vain words or lying.” 78/32-36

Sounds familiar when you travel to the developed west — does it ? I hope so. The Quran
goes on and on to draw a beautiful picture of the way of life a good people ought to work
hard and constructively to achieve in this life. Those who do not take up this challenge
and spend their lives not in acquiring technology to conquer nature for the benefit of
humanity but in the observance of meaningless rituals inherited from their forefathers, are
condemned to a hellish life a summary of which I will give in the next paragraph.

Like ‘Jannat’ (paradise), the Quran devotes a large part of it to describe in great detail the
‘Jahannum’ (Hell), the humans create for themselves in this world as a result of their
inaction or unproductive actions. I shall give only a brief summary. The most frequent
and a highly descriptive term Quran uses for ‘Jahannum’ is ‘Al-Naar’ “Fire”, a
society where human endeavors produce no beneficial results, or end up in smoke. The
non-beneficial results are plenty.

w\hw\eﬁapj&mﬁeudubcﬁﬁducuaﬁ\wj

“Their economy will be straitened.” 20/124

They will not have enough to live on and hence be dependent upon others for their basic
needs.

IPECENp N I
“Their growth will be stunted so that they will be unable to graduate to the next,
higher phase of life.” 82/14

As a result of their unproductive actions, they would have created unevenness in society.
People would, therefore, not cooperate in any good ventures that leaders might
contemplate.

s Al ladll QUS ) 38

“They will be as if in a prison, not in a position to take any action because they are
not free.” 83/7

The state of their society will be such that actions will not produce results.
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“He will enter in such a state where endeavors are not suitably rewarded and hence
end up in smoke. He will not die so that he does not escape this ignominious
punishment. And, although he will be breathing, he will not be counted among the
vibrant living.” 87/12-13.

Such are dead nations, condemned to live the misery.
Y\e\.ak?@luagl.:\:\}\ugc w@mm\; \JUL;.ASOL.@UMAL: AxdlA Yagiosng
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“Their faces will be downcast. They will be laboring and toiling but only getting
tired in the process because they will not get adequate compensation for their work.
Their efforts will only take them nearer to the fire of destruction. Their water will
be from a hot boiling fountain. They will eat of what other have thrown away as
unfit for themselves to eat. Such good will not only, not properly nourish them but
will not take away from their hunger.” 88/2-7

The leaders, who have accumulated power and wealth by exploiting the weak, will be in
a state of shock.

BoAlall (05050 el Ll () o) 58y Andla a jliay) ddal g e gy o lE

“Their hearts will be palpitating on account of anxiety. Their eyes will be downcast
on account of shame. They will not believe that they have been reduced to the same
state as they were in before they started their exploitation. They will be like bones
without marrow.” 79/8-10.

Occasionally, they will make half hearted efforts to change their state of life. But their
efforts will come to naught because they were not sincere in their efforts.

sl aalily aas gla Caaizai LS ) U agaliad o gus WL 5SS 0l

“Their evil actions bring them to such a pass where their efforts will end up in
smoke. They will try to put up a fight but will be crushed. They will try again after
re-equipping themselves. But they will again face destruction.” 4/56.

Their life will be a long state of wretchedness and misery.

ASY LY aseny e dhay asen g o gan

“In hot winds and boiling water and shadows of black smoke, neither cool nor
refreshing.” 56/42-44.




Tolu-e-Islam 5 July, 2010

Cb gl aeall Geddle g jlid G shadl Lgie () sillad 6B ) eyl e (g sISY
jperal

“Eat of the tree Zaqqum, (a little forest plant with a nasty smell) and fill your bellies
with it and drink after it of boiling water and drink as drinks the thirsty camel.”
56/52-55.

Sounds familiars, does it not when you travel in much of the Muslim world today?
Compare this to the life of ‘Jannat’ as described earlier and comprehend the difference
between the standards of life of the developed world and the third world. I have given
only a brief summary of the type of living conditions that are created by bad people of
their own free will. The Quran gives many more details.

CONCLUSION

Let me conclude. A lot of sound planning and hard, consistent work has gone on to create
this universe. Forces of nature work under strict discipline, in a predictable manner
determined for them, to run the universal machinery in smooth way. An inexhaustible
treasure of provisions has been spread about the universe to sustain comfortable life for
generations to come. This is God’s’, or if you prefer, nature’s free gift to man. It would
be a great pity if humanity did not appreciate this gift. It would be in its personal interest
if it would harness its energies in a constructive manner and in harmony as mankind. It
should exploit these bounties and make use of them to set up a peaceful and prosperous
living. To shun the joys of this world, as some philosophies would have us do, would be
tantamount to denying ourselves the pleasure so readily available.

These pleasures could be enjoyed to their maximum extent only if humanity decided to
proceed about it as one entity. Humans have been given a free choice. They can live
together as one family, sharing the comforts and hardships they create for themselves. Or
individuals, tribes, nations or groups of nations could work in their best selfish interest
only to ensure peace and prosperity for themselves even though, at times, it may be at a
cost to others. Understandably, such course of action might create conflicts. A study of
history of civilization shows that humanity has been trying to live in peace as a
community throughout the ages. Wise people have been offering their advice on adoption
of certain rules for individual and collective live to ensure elimination of conflicts. In the
process, mankind has learnt through centuries of war and peace.

Amongst the wise men mentioned above, there have been many in most parts of the
civilized world who have proclaimed that they are messengers of God. Many people do
not feel that any interference from the outside is called for when formulating value
systems for human conduct. While they are welcome to their views, Islam contributes to
that concept where a broad, permanent value system is given by God rather than evolved
by human intellect. Islam encourages humanity to live by the law. They are perfectly at
liberty to choose the law they wish to live by. Such laws should be clearly defined and
publicly announced so that other participants in the game of life are aware of what they
are dealing with. Islam has the highest respect for all wise people, whether messengers of
God or otherwise, who have contributed their thoughts for framing a philosophy of live.
While contributing its own humble bit in this pool of knowledge, it invites people of
different philosophies to come together on a minimum common program in the first
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instance. As they work together at peace with each other they are likely to learn from
each other and hopefully enlarge the common ground among themselves. This is the
spirit in which this book has offered Islamic permanent values in various fields of
individual and collective life.

Two things are immediately noticeable in this list of permanent values. One is that it is a
very short list. For a way of life which claims to be operative for all times to come, it has
quite appropriately very few details to offer. Surely, this is how it should be. The universe
is constantly changing. Scientific discoveries bring about changes in life style every so
often. Humanity must respond with new rules of the game of changing times. A touch of
the permanence is necessary to bring about and maintain a minimum common program of
action by entire humanity on a long-term basis. Within a permanent structure, details will
differ from place to place and time to time. Permanence, provided restricted to minimum,
is also helpful in promoting stability in law. An example might help. The Quran has
prescribed the death penalty for a proven, deliberate murder, for all times to come. People
who do not believe in permanent values have been varying in their response to this crime.
The death penalty has been imposed on occasions, eliminated at other times and then re-
imposed after some thought and experience. So long as it is done in good faith, it is
understandable because humans learn from experience. God, offers to help. He suggests
that He be trusted to make a good decision for His people. It will help lend stability to
law. The Quran does claim that after a lot of trial and error, humanity will come round to
the idea of a death penalty for a proven, deliberate murder. Trial and error is, perhaps, an
exercise in futility when a feasible alternative is available.

In this short list of permanent values, it stands out that there is relatively large number of
values governing family life. This would appear to be so because God lays great stress on
harmony in homes and also feels that changes in life styles over centuries will make
relatively little impact on home life. History has proved this premise to be correct.
Harmony or lack thereof in home lives has led to rise and fall of nations in the past. As at
today, the West with its mastery of science, technology and good values in many spheres
of life, appears to be vulnerable on the home of front. God has offered “no sex outside
marriage” as a permanent value. Non enforcement of this innocuous looking value is
resulting in major evils in society. Non payment of attention to it will surely result in
major disasters in the future.

The second noticeable thing about this list is the discovery that humanity has a lot many
values in common. | must have missed out a few values mentioned in the Quran but let
me assure you they will not be too many. Notice how many of these agree with
proclaimed value systems of other religions, wise men or philosophical schools of
thought. If all schools of thought were to draw up a list of their value systems, humanity
might discover that they have little to fight about. Of course, there are differences. These
should be resolved in a peaceful, rational manner. Of course, each ideology, including
Islam, claims that theirs’ is the best value system of them all. Remaining within an agreed
common framework let each ideology live according to its own wish and let others live
according to theirs. History of civilization, so far indicates that man is quite capable of
learning from each other. Take slavery as an example. Nations and countries have a long
history of denial of freedom and dignity to man. Some very wise people in the past have
termed slavery as an essential ingredient of society. It has brutally been practiced in some
very highly developed countries in the recent past. But it is nearly universally recognized
as an evil in modern times. Surely, this is a tribute to humanity, learning from experience.
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The main aim of this book is to suggest to the Muslim world that making Islamic laws in
modern times is possible. The whole Muslim world believes in ONE Quran. It is possible
to draw up a list of “Limits of Allah”. This foundation would serve as the common
platform on which each Muslim country would build a structure suitable for themselves.
To draw up commons programs, applicable to all Muslim countries, they already have a
very well established old institution - Hajj. It would serve them well if they made use of
this. It would promote unity amongst the Muslim countries because they have an agreed
upon “Limits of Allah” as their common foundation. Within each Muslim country, it is
imperative for it to agree on a method of legislation. I have suggested one method in this
book.

Unity of Muslim countries must lead to unity of the world. Most ideologies including
Islam, have been advocating this since the advent of civilization. In modern times, all
countries, developed under-developed alike, have realized that peace and prosperity on
earth are only possible when all countries live in accordance with an agreed upon set of
rules. Islam has a very fine value system to offer. Let the Muslims define it in a rational
way and present it in the forum of United Nations. But the Muslims have to agree among
themselves in the first instance. This book is a humble contribution with that aim in view.

The End
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