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PREFACE 

The author, Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq had close association with Mr. 
Ghulam Ahmed Pervez for last thirty five years since 1949 till the death 
of Baba Jee. Before and after joining the army General Sahib was known 
as a Maulvi due to his religious inclination and had graduated with honor 
in Arabic and secured top position in Govt College Lahore. 
General Sahib (a name for which he was known in his circle) choose & 
lead his life on his terms with strong commitment and conviction in 
Quran. He was particularly very frank and generous with his 
subordinates and was very popular among his circle due to his simplicity, 
straight forwardness. He was also known as an exceptional figure for 
refusing to apply/avail any legal perks attached with his rank and died at 
the age of 83 years without owning/having any property. 
These qualities also appears in his unpublished book “Quranic Value 
System” the Preface and Conclusion of which is being published as 
hereunder. 

 I can distinctively recall a day in December 1949. I was a Major in the Army, on leave at home in small town, playing cards with school friends under a shady tree. A friend of my father’s, in fact his colleague in the Deputy Commissioner’s office, threw at me an Urdu journal named TOLU-E-ISLAM. Having graduated with honors in Arabic, I was known to be a keen student of Islam and the Quran. I had extensively read books and articles by many Muslim scholars but this journal was new to me. Actually this December issue of the journal consisted entirely of a rather long essay on reasons for the decline and fall of the Muslim Ummah, a popular topic of discussion in those days, the writer Mr. Ghulam Ahmed Pervez, was also not known to me. This day changed my life. 
 Mr. Pervez argued that when the Muslims started to believe that material progress in this world (Dunya) was not of much consequence and that the real aim in life should be spiritual development to ensure a meaningful life after death (Akhirah) naturally they started to neglect life in this world. They were, therefore, left far behind in the race for peace, progress and prosperity in this world. 
 The most important point made by Mr. Prevez was that the Quran was a clear, precise and easy book to understand. It was complete by 
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itself. It did not need the services of any other book to complete it or to explain any ambiguities because no such ambiguities existed. Of course, a very good knowledge of Arabic as spoken and written in the times of Holy Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was a prerequisite for a correct comprehension of the book. I agreed with the writer. The more the Quran is studied in this manner, the better I started to absorb the Quranic teachings. 
 On retirement from the Army in 1972, I settled down in Karachi for a rather extended stay as a confectioner and baker. In 1973, on the initiative of some dear friends, we set up a discussion group consisting of businessmen, doctors, engineers, teachers, lawyers and intellectuals in general. Their wives, many of them very well educated and most of them quite vocal, also formed part of this group, informally called the Wednesday Daras Group. For over twenty years, we have been meeting once, sometimes twice a week to critically examine Quranic Teachings in great detail. Most of the time, I acted as a leader of this discussion group chiefly because I knew Arabic language a little more than the others. We all learnt a great deal from each other’s understanding of the Quranic value system during the course of these discussions. We generally agreed that the Quran gives practical and highly useful permanent values to guide humanity in individual and collective life. I promised my group that some day I would enumerate the Quranic Values that we have been discussing for so long. This book is a humble fulfillment of that promise. I am grateful to the Daras group that they urged me on to complete this task. I hope it will act as a catalyst for other thinking people to study the Quran in a meaningful manner. 
 All references in the book are to the Quran (½ means surah 1, verse 2). I have consulted many translations of the Holy Quran. The translation quoted in the book is sometimes an exact copy of a certain authors’ translation. Much of the time, I have introduced some of my own understanding, so as to reflect the method of Quranic comprehension as briefly stated in the introduction to the book. 
MAJOR GENERAL (RETD) IHSAN-UL-HAQ MALIK (Karachi April 1995) ========== 



Tolu-e-Islam 6 July 2007 
CONCLUSION 

 
 Let me conclude. A lot of sound planning and hard, consistent work has gone on to create this universe. Forces of nature work under strict discipline, in a predictable manner determined for them, to run the universal machinery in smooth way. An inexhaustible treasure of provisions has been spread about the universe to sustain comfortable life for generations to come. This is God’s, or if you prefer, nature’s free gift to man. It would be a great pity if humanity did not appreciate this gift. It would be in its personal interest if it would harness its energies in a constructive manner and in harmony as mankind. It should exploit these bounties and make use of them to set up a peaceful and prosperous living. To shun the joys of this world, as some philosophies would have us do, would be tantamount to denying ourselves the pleasure so readily available. 
 These pleasures could be enjoyed to their maximum extent only if humanity decided to proceed about it as one entity. Humans have been given a free choice. They can live together as one family, sharing the comforts and hardships they create for themselves. Or individuals, tribes, nations or groups of nations could work in their best selfish interest only to ensure peace and prosperity for themselves even though, at times, it may be at a cost to others. Understandably, such course of action might create conflicts. A study of history of civilization shows that humanity has been trying to live in peace as a community throughout the ages. Wise people have been offering their advice on adoption of certain rules for individual and collective life to ensure elimination of conflicts. In the process, mankind has learnt through centuries of war and peace. 
 Amongst the wise men mentioned above, there have been many in most parts of the civilized world who have proclaimed that they are messengers of God. Many people do not feel that any interference from the outside is called for when formulating value systems for human conduct. While they are welcome to their views, Islam contributes to that concept where a broad, permanent value system is given by God rather than evolved by human intellect. Islam encourages humanity to live by the law. They are perfectly at liberty to choose the law they wish to live by. 
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Such laws should be clearly defined and publicly announced so that other participants in the game of life are aware of what they are dealing with. Islam has the highest respect for all wise people, whether messengers of God or otherwise, who have contributed their thoughts for framing a philosophy of life. While contributing its own humble bit in this pool of knowledge, it invites people of different philosophies to come together on a minimum common program in the first instance. As they work together at peace with each other they are likely to learn from each other and hopefully enlarge the common ground among themselves. This is the spirit in which this book has offered Islamic permanent values in various fields of individual and collective life. 
 Two things are immediately noticeable in this list of permanent values. One is that it is a very short list. For a way of life which claims to be operative for all times to come, it has quite appropriately very few details to offer. Surely, this is how it should be. The universe is constantly changing. Scientific discoveries bring about changes in life style ever so often. Humanity must respond with new rules of the game of changing times. A touch of the permanence is necessary to bring about and maintain a minimum common program of action by entire humanity on a long-term basis. Within a permanent structure, details will differ from place to place and time to time. Permanence, provided restricted to minimum, is also helpful in promoting stability in law. An example might help. The Quran has prescribed the death penalty for a proven, deliberate murder, for all times to come. People who do not believe in permanent values have been varying in their response to this crime. The death penalty has been imposed on occasions, eliminated at other times and then re-imposed after some thought and experience. So long as it is done in good faith, it is understandable because humans learn from experience. God offers to help. He suggests that He be trusted to make a good decision for His people. It will help lend stability to law. The Quran does claim that after a lot of trial and error, humanity will come round to the idea of a death penalty for a proven, deliberate murder. Trial and error is, perhaps, an exercise in futility when a feasible alternative is available. 
 In this short list of permanent values, it stands out that there are relatively large number of values governing family life. This would appear to be so because God lays great stress on harmony in homes and also 
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feels that changes in life styles over centuries will make relatively little impact on home life. History has proved this premise to be correct. Harmony or lack thereof in home lives has led to rise and fall of nations in the past. As it is today, the West with its mastery of science, technology and good values in many spheres of life, appears to be vulnerable on the homefront. God has offered “no sex outside marriage” as a permanent value. Non enforcement of this innocuous looking value is resulting in major evils in society. Non payment of attention to it will surely result in major disasters in the future. 
 The second noticeable thing about this list is the discovery that humanity has many values in common. I must have missed out a few values mentioned in the Quran but let me assure you they will not be too many. Notice how many of these agree with proclaimed value systems of other religions, wise men or philosophical schools of thought. If all schools of thought were to draw up a list of their value systems, humanity might discover that they have little to fight about. Of course, there are differences. These should be resolved in a peaceful, rational manner. Of course, each ideology, including Islam, claims that their value system is the best of them all. Remaining within an agreed common framework let each ideology live according to its own wish and let others live according to theirs. History of civilization, so far, indicates that man is quite capable of learning from each other. Take slavery as an example. Nations and countries have a long history of denial of freedom and dignity to man. Some very wise people in the past have termed slavery as an essential ingredient of society. It has brutally been practiced in some very highly developed countries in the recent past. But it is nearly universally recognized as an evil in modern times. Surely, this is a tribute to humanity, learning from experience. 
 The main aim of this book is to suggest to the Muslim world that making Islamic laws in modern times is possible. The whole Muslim world believes in ONE Quran. It is possible to draw up a list of “Limits of Allah”. This foundation would serve as the common platform on which each Muslim country would build a structure suitable for themselves. To draw up common programs, applicable to all Muslim countries, they already have a very well established old institution – Hajj. It would serve them well if they made use of this. It would promote unity amongst the Muslim 
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countries because they have agreed upon “Limits of Allah” as their common foundation. Within each Muslim country, it is imperative for it to agree on a method of legislation. I have suggested one method in this book. 
 Unity of Muslim countries must lead to unity of the world. Most ideologies including Islam, have been advocating this since the advent of civilization. In modern times, all countries, developed and under-developed alike, have realized that peace and prosperity on earth are only possible when all countries live in accordance with an agreed upon set of rules. Islam has a very fine value system to offer. Let the Muslims define it in a rational way and present it in the forum of United Nations. But the Muslims have to agree among themselves in the first instance. This book is a humble contribution with that aim in view. 

=============== 
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Mona 

 Lisa
-------------------------------------------------------- Mona Lisa (It is the) most valuable painting and widely recognized as the most famous in thehistory of Art. The Mona Lisa (La Gioconda) by Leonordo da Vinci (1452-1519) in the Louvre,Paris, France was assessed for Insurance Purposes at $100 million for its move to Washington,Dc, USA and New York City for exhibition from14 Dec. 1962 to 12 Mar. 1963. However,Insurance was not concluded because the cost of the Closest security precautions was less thanthat of the premuiums. It was painted c. 1503-07 and measures 77x53 cm 30.5x20.9 in. It isbelieved to portray either Mona (Short for Madonna) Lisa Gherardini, the wife of Francesco delGiocondo of Florence, of Constanza d` Avalos, coincidentally nicknamed La Gioconda, mistressof Giuliano de Medici. King Francis 1 of France bought the painting for his bathroom in 1517for 4000 gold florins, or 15.3 kg 92 oz of gold. (Mc Farlan, Donald (Ed.): the Guinness Book ofRecords 1992, Guinness Publishing Ltd. Spain, October 1991. p.180)
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Muslim Priesthood vs. Human Rights in Islam 
By 

Mansoor Alam 
================ 

We proudly proclaim to the world that there is no priesthood in Islam. This is no doubt true. However, we forget to mention that we do have a kind of priesthood in our current practice of Islam. Our professional Imams go through a similar process of education, training, and indoctrination as any other religious priest. They lead ritual prayers, give sermons, and conduct religious ceremonies involving birth, marriage, and death. They perform these services mainly under the auspices of a particular school of thought of a religious sect within Islam. Our Imams thus act and behave no differently than other religious priests: promoting and serving their own sect. And Muslims accept this practice without any second thoughts.   If there is no priesthood in Islam then it stands to reason to ask how this pseudo-priesthood entered Islam, and how did it achieve such common currency among Muslims.  By contrast we find no trace of any kind of priesthood in early Islam. Our Prophet (PBUH) did not appoint an Imam per se to lead prayer; nor did the rightly guided caliphs. They all led prayers (as did all other officials of the state) as part of their official duties. The use of full time professional Imams to lead prayers in mosques and to perform religious services, must therefore have come into Islam much later.   If we look at history we find that, after the rightly guided Caliphs, Umayyad and Abbasid rulers needed religious sanction for their dictatorial authority. Initially, Islamic scholars resisted this attempt as it was clearly against the Qur’an (50:45). As a consequence, many paid with their lives. But many others buckled under threat and intimidation and gave the religious sanction the rulers needed for their dictatorial rule. The rulers, after having received the ‘Islamic’ stamp of approval, happily returned the favor to religious scholars by officially creating a religious institution for them. This new institution was granted religious autonomy as long as it did not cross the line set by the rulers.   
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This laid the foundation of a kind of Muslim priesthood in Islam which continues till today in one form or the other. Promoted by rulers, religious schools and seminaries flourished. Various pioneers laid the foundation of their own schools of thought, their own jurisprudence or the Shariah law; they compiled works of Ahadith, Tafsir, and Islamic history. Their domain of influence however extended only over religious, moral, and ethical aspects while absolute power rested exclusively with the rulers.   Clearly violating the injunction of the Quran (4:93) the so-called Muslim Caliphs fought many wars among themselves spilling Muslim blood– all in the name of Islam! Family feud was common among them. They conspired against each other to grab power. Great numbers of Muslims (e.g., Mu’tazilites and Kharajites) who dared to challenge the rulers were declared heretics and were exterminated. But while all these political fights continued, the religious schools of thought the reigning ruler belonged to, flourished under his tutelage in areas of the Islamic world he controlled. The movement started by the original scholars to protect Islam (or rather what was left of Islam) during the power struggle of Umayyads and Abbasids (and later among the Abbasids themselves) had developed and matured into different schools of thought, so much so, that they became permanent fixtures in Islam. Consequently, all the mosques were under the control of these newly created autonomous religious institutions, and so were the appointments of Imams. This in brief is how a kind of sectarian-based priesthood became part of Islam. This is why we now have mosques designated for different sects within Islam, unthinkable during Prophets’ time or during the time of the rightly guided caliphs.  So what should be done now? Should we simply close our eyes to the Qur’an and allow these latter day rulers and Imams to regurgitate the same old material that was developed under dictatorial rule, and which tramples on the most basic values of the Qur’an dealing with universal human rights. Some of the most basic ones among these being: sacrosanct right of sanctity of human life (5:32); inalienable right of freedom of choice (2:256, 18:29); right of tolerance for other faiths (22:40) and absolutely no compulsion in faith (2:256); fundamental right of consultation (3:159, 42:38); universal right of preserving human dignity (17:70); sacrosanct right of equal justice for all (4:58, 4:135, 5:42, 16:90) including enemies (5:8); no bending of justice for anyone (if the Prophet was not above the law (6:15) then how can anyone else be?); right to hold positions based solely on merit (46:19); right of personal responsibility and accountability (53:38); absolute right of ownership of the fruits of one’s labor and no free ride for anyone (53:39). Are these Qur’an-guaranteed human rights to both men and 
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women to be found in our current practice of Islam anywhere not to say of the holiest place in Islam, the birth place of our Prophet (PBUH)?   The situation has deteriorated to such an extent that if we were to mention that the above human rights are some of the most basic ones in Islam; that our Prophet (PBUH) lived and implemented these rights in society; that an Islamic society is supposed to be constituted on the basis of these core values at its heart; then surely it will raise many eyebrows and may even invite ridicule. “Have these human rights anything to do with Muslims and Islam?” many might shoot back with contempt. Maybe they are not entirely to be blamed for this reaction considering how Muslim countries behave these days. Alas! This is the level to which the twin forces of Muslim dictatorship and Muslim priesthood, the self-proclaimed self-appointed custodians of Islam, have brought Islam down to. Who else could be more responsible for distorting the image of Islam in the name of Islam, in the name of the Qur’an, in the name of the Prophet (PBUH)?  The world is judging Islam by our practice of Islam, by observing the so-called practicing Muslims. No wonder we are fulfilling the prophecy of the Qur’an by showing to the world that Islam is a failure, that Islam is false (107:1-7) by our behavior! Our failure to live up to true Islam is being seen as failure of Islam. We may think we are good practicing Muslims. We may think that Allah is happy with us. We may think that we have the blessings of Allah. We may even be performing all the pillars with sincerest of devotion. All this is fine. But these are little more than self-deception in the eyes of the Qur’an as long as its true and most profound values dealing with fundamental human rights remain under siege; as long as the Muslim society continues to trample on these rights. How else to describe the situation?  The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said that Muslim Ummah is like a body. When any part of the body is in pain the whole body feels it. That body seems to be in critical condition today. The only way to revive it is to go back to the basic Qur’anic values guaranteeing universal human rights and make them the foundation of Muslim society the way our Prophet (PBUH) did more than 1400 years ago, when the rest of the world was living in barbarism and chaos as noted by many historians (see, e.g., J.H. Denison, Emotion as the Basis of Civilization). This will be the real miracle of the Qur’an. This will be the true Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH) to practice (7:157). The question is: Do we have the will and the courage to embark on this path? The stars are watching. 
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