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PREFACE

The author, Maj Gen (Rtd) lhsan-ul-Haq had close association with Mr.
Ghulam Ahmed Pervez for last thirty five years since 1949 till the death
of Baba Jee. Before and after joining the army General Sahib was known
as a Maulvi due to his religious inclination and had graduated with honor
in Arabic and secured top position in Govt College Lahore.

General Sahib (a name for which he was known in his circle) choose &
lead his life on his terms with strong commitment and conviction in
Quran. He was particularly very frank and generous with his
subordinates and was very popular among his circle due to his simplicity,
straight forwardness. He was also known as an exceptional figure for
refusing to apply/avail any legal perks attached with his rank and died at
the age of 83 years without owning/having any property.

These qualities also appears in his unpublished book “Quranic Value
System” the Preface and Conclusion of which is being published as
hereunder.

I can distinctively recall a day in December 1949. I was a Major in
the Army, on leave at home in small town, playing cards with school
friends under a shady tree. A friend of my father’s, in fact his colleague in
the Deputy Commissioner’s office, threw at me an Urdu journal named
TOLU-E-ISLAM. Having graduated with honors in Arabic, I was known to
be a keen student of Islam and the Quran. I had extensively read books
and articles by many Muslim scholars but this journal was new to me.
Actually this December issue of the journal consisted entirely of a rather
long essay on reasons for the decline and fall of the Muslim Ummah, a
popular topic of discussion in those days, the writer Mr. Ghulam Ahmed
Pervez, was also not known to me. This day changed my life.

Mr. Pervez argued that when the Muslims started to believe that
material progress in this world (Dunya) was not of much consequence and
that the real aim in life should be spiritual development to ensure a
meaningful life after death (Akhirah) naturally they started to neglect life
in this world. They were, therefore, left far behind in the race for peace,
progress and prosperity in this world.

The most important point made by Mr. Prevez was that the Quran
was a clear, precise and easy book to understand. It was complete by
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itself. It did not need the services of any other book to complete it or to
explain any ambiguities because no such ambiguities existed. Of course, a
very good knowledge of Arabic as spoken and written in the times of Holy
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was a prerequisite for a correct
comprehension of the book. I agreed with the writer. The more the Quran
is studied in this manner, the better I started to absorb the Quranic
teachings.

On retirement from the Army in 1972, I settled down in Karachi for
a rather extended stay as a confectioner and baker. In 1973, on the
initiative of some dear friends, we set up a discussion group consisting of
businessmen, doctors, engineers, teachers, lawyers and intellectuals in
general. Their wives, many of them very well educated and most of them
quite vocal, also formed part of this group, informally called the
Wednesday Daras Group. For over twenty years, we have been meeting
once, sometimes twice a week to critically examine Quranic Teachings in
great detail. Most of the time, I acted as a leader of this discussion group
chiefly because I knew Arabic language a little more than the others. We
all learnt a great deal from each other’s understanding of the Quranic
value system during the course of these discussions. We generally agreed
that the Quran gives practical and highly useful permanent values to guide
humanity in individual and collective life. I promised my group that some
day I would enumerate the Quranic Values that we have been discussing
for so long. This book is a humble fulfilment of that promise. I am
grateful to the Daras group that they urged me on to complete this task. I
hope it will act as a catalyst for other thinking people to study the Quran
in @ meaningful manner.

All references in the book are to the Quran (Y2 means surah 1,
verse 2). I have consulted many translations of the Holy Quran. The
translation quoted in the book is sometimes an exact copy of a certain
authors’ translation. Much of the time, I have introduced some of my own
understanding, so as to reflect the method of Quranic comprehension as
briefly stated in the introduction to the book.

MAJOR GENERAL (RETD)
IHSAN-UL-HAQ MALIK
(Karachi April 1995)
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CONCLUSION

Let me conclude. A lot of sound planning and hard, consistent work
has gone on to create this universe. Forces of nature work under strict
discipline, in a predictable manner determined for them, to run the
universal machinery in smooth way. An inexhaustible treasure of
provisions has been spread about the universe to sustain comfortable life
for generations to come. This is God’s, or if you prefer, nature’s free gift
to man. It would be a great pity if humanity did not appreciate this gift. It
would be in its personal interest if it would harness its energies in a
constructive manner and in harmony as mankind. It should exploit these
bounties and make use of them to set up a peaceful and prosperous
living. To shun the joys of this world, as some philosophies would have us
do, would be tantamount to denying ourselves the pleasure so readily
available.

These pleasures could be enjoyed to their maximum extent only if
humanity decided to proceed about it as one entity. Humans have been
given a free choice. They can live together as one family, sharing the
comforts and hardships they create for themselves. Or individuals, tribes,
nations or groups of nations could work in their best selfish interest only
to ensure peace and prosperity for themselves even though, at times, it
may be at a cost to others. Understandably, such course of action might
create conflicts. A study of history of civilization shows that humanity has
been trying to live in peace as a community throughout the ages. Wise
people have been offering their advice on adoption of certain rules for
individual and collective life to ensure elimination of conflicts. In the
process, mankind has learnt through centuries of war and peace.

Amongst the wise men mentioned above, there have been many in
most parts of the civilized world who have proclaimed that they are
messengers of God. Many people do not feel that any interference from
the outside is called for when formulating value systems for human
conduct. While they are welcome to their views, Islam contributes to that
concept where a broad, permanent value system is given by God rather
than evolved by human intellect. Islam encourages humanity to live by the
law. They are perfectly at liberty to choose the law they wish to live by.
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Such laws should be clearly defined and publicly announced so that other
participants in the game of life are aware of what they are dealing with.
Islam has the highest respect for all wise people, whether messengers of
God or otherwise, who have contributed their thoughts for framing a
philosophy of life. While contributing its own humble bit in this pool of
knowledge, it invites people of different philosophies to come together on
a minimum common program in the first instance. As they work together
at peace with each other they are likely to learn from each other and
hopefully enlarge the common ground among themselves. This is the
spirit in which this book has offered Islamic permanent values in various
fields of individual and collective life.

Two things are immediately noticeable in this list of permanent
values. One is that it is a very short list. For a way of life which claims to
be operative for all times to come, it has quite appropriately very few
details to offer. Surely, this is how it should be. The universe is constantly
changing. Scientific discoveries bring about changes in life style ever so
often. Humanity must respond with new rules of the game of changing
times. A touch of the permanence is necessary to bring about and
maintain @ minimum common program of action by entire humanity on a
long-term basis. Within a permanent structure, details will differ from
place to place and time to time. Permanence, provided restricted to
minimum, is also helpful in promoting stability in law. An example might
help. The Quran has prescribed the death penalty for a proven, deliberate
murder, for all times to come. People who do not believe in permanent
values have been varying in their response to this crime. The death
penalty has been imposed on occasions, eliminated at other times and
then re-imposed after some thought and experience. So long as it is done
in good faith, it is understandable because humans learn from experience.
God offers to help. He suggests that He be trusted to make a good
decision for His people. It will help lend stability to law. The Quran does
claim that after a lot of trial and error, humanity will come round to the
idea of a death penalty for a proven, deliberate murder. Trial and error is,
perhaps, an exercise in futility when a feasible alternative is available.

In this short list of permanent values, it stands out that there are
relatively large number of values governing family life. This would appear
to be so because God lays great stress on harmony in homes and also
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feels that changes in life styles over centuries will make relatively little
impact on home life. History has proved this premise to be correct.
Harmony or lack thereof in home lives has led to rise and fall of nations in
the past. As it is today, the West with its mastery of science, technology
and good values in many spheres of life, appears to be vulnerable on the
homefront. God has offered “no sex outside marriage” as a permanent
value. Non enforcement of this innocuous looking value is resulting in
major evils in society. Non payment of attention to it will surely result in
major disasters in the future.

The second noticeable thing about this list is the discovery that
humanity has many values in common. I must have missed out a few
values mentioned in the Quran but let me assure you they will not be too
many. Notice how many of these agree with proclaimed value systems of
other religions, wise men or philosophical schools of thought. If all schools
of thought were to draw up a list of their value systems, humanity might
discover that they have little to fight about. Of course, there are
differences. These should be resolved in a peaceful, rational manner. Of
course, each ideology, including Islam, claims that their value system is
the best of them all. Remaining within an agreed common framework let
each ideology live according to its own wish and let others live according
to theirs. History of civilization, so far, indicates that man is quite capable
of learning from each other. Take slavery as an example. Nations and
countries have a long history of denial of freedom and dignity to man.
Some very wise people in the past have termed slavery as an essential
ingredient of society. It has brutally been practiced in some very highly
developed countries in the recent past. But it is nearly universally
recognized as an evil in modern times. Surely, this is a tribute to
humanity, learning from experience.

The main aim of this book is to suggest to the Muslim world that
making Islamic laws in modern times is possible. The whole Muslim world
believes in ONE Quran. It is possible to draw up a list of “Limits of Allah”.
This foundation would serve as the common platform on which each
Muslim country would build a structure suitable for themselves. To draw
up common programs, applicable to all Muslim countries, they already
have a very well established old institution — Hajj. It would serve them
well if they made use of this. It would promote unity amongst the Muslim
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countries because they have agreed upon “Limits of Allah” as their
common foundation. Within each Muslim country, it is imperative for it to
agree on a method of legislation. I have suggested one method in this
book.

Unity of Muslim countries must lead to unity of the world. Most
ideologies including Islam, have been advocating this since the advent of
civilization. In modern times, all countries, developed and under-
developed alike, have realized that peace and prosperity on earth are only
possible when all countries live in accordance with an agreed upon set of
rules. Islam has a very fine value system to offer. Let the Muslims define
it in a rational way and present it in the forum of United Nations. But the
Muslims have to agree among themselves in the first instance. This book
is @ humble contribution with that aim in view.
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© Mona Lisa (It is the) most valuable painting and widely recognized as the most famous in the
history of Art. The Mona Lisa (La Gioconda) by Leonordo da Vinci (1452-1519) in the Louvre,
Paris, France was assessed for Insurance Purposes at $100 million for its move to Washington,

Dc, USA and New York City for exhibition from14 Dec. 1962 to 12 Mar. 1963. However,

Insurance was not concluded because the cost of the Closest security precautions was less than
that of the premuiums. It was painted c. 1503-07 and measures 77x53 cm 30.5x20.9 in. It is
believed to portray either Mona (Short for Madonna) Lisa Gherardini, the wife of Francesco del
Giocondo of Florence, of Constanza d* Avalos, coincidentally nicknamed La Gioconda, mistress
of Giuliano de Medici. King Francis 1 of France bought the painting for his bathroom in 1517
for 4000 gold florins, or 15.3 kg 92 oz of gold. (Mc Farlan, Donald (Ed.): the Guinness Book of
Records 1992, Guinness Publishing Ltd. Spain, October 1991. p.180)



2007 &Y 5 a 42 o ) tjﬂa
2 L\ e 26 i L T s e U

P A

S S e oS P 5 § S g e 20
$ 02 S i€ S 3L d g 3T SE L im e  F
PR I o 'esJ‘ﬁ‘eL“nfguf‘%ﬁ}?/KJ'J/@"JJ’;’—&&;’L:’/:'A'B’g(”"?‘f
oo Sl £ e S oS el it T F R
‘_“//L“/)ij‘:;k;&;‘géécgl,ﬁ'ﬁgnvluj‘):{:ib; Tﬁ-unu/ugﬁf"ggfufﬂwnéé‘;
QL sz nl 50T AL N Enomre (Bd Goe” colitieiT-twf
ey S KL L

(LU o6 e S b

///KJUUL/JU LUzt Uu?/J(WwL“ e e FalS s
AT ESYT At (ke U1 Praisesd b 2 s Pl in se (F
Ll st il e, ;;Jf/;f Breg U TGP I 2 e
‘L“J:nufu{/“@/m’!u:w“a
‘Lugﬁéag%‘ﬂﬂgu;’”}d/‘%'”

S sbSe Anulsesr 6L U= S Unb b S Ut S e 1 1 F
(Concrete) s ss e Jsth 28 0 Bt CE/ U e e i 0P8 P 5§ e
Eniuf e SOFS e L ASIe SrnPef e iBne ot § S LA
K (17:48)00 did W1 5b 3 815 S UBS L Uoa (i G0 W0 2
WS b U1K Ty p b o U1 TSI e B S P 1 e
Y TEI A I S el ey M‘L,»,u‘i_%f c*—o"/g;/&&lf@/'/:; dutad




2007 5, - 13 ol 3l
GG e s J/.Iw@ e B bbb S pbe Uiyt s(9:112)
EHOE B QoL oy S st U L =K SR K Blos e,
et samenl Jped L3
SETE AT AL

S5 0 oy o 335 e gl 8 8 S W e LB L
ot PSSt st GES Uy ik sl s S S =3P, (3:189)0 W% J5U el
Gl 5384 Gidiz gy e b Fub b upBER S FeiPd Lomh
3l (3 53K e e Wb iR T 2 2 22 1(3:190) pauys 85155539
c«/ﬁ'ﬁjl},«ﬂéL/@/./u.‘.';gﬁluld/glfggz/;l%:é;//g;/&pwu”)!ng ‘_,/'oj"f\j < gt
e il L t_fg‘,;fungutg/gw'g_u?ug&T/Gf*wlé_avéutugi'ﬁ;nup&amf

Mu'»d“fu'wn"a W&Wd‘_ﬁ:/&(‘;{:ufd'é.?!J_iszr)usﬁz_z e 1(3:190) W"ﬂ
Ut s dni S S 16 B il 2 B F s gt S b gl L
e L S ® Gl Y
%MW/‘@,M@;?J_(:@ T/“
Ui @ﬁwfuﬁJé/gT}f“gg)u;gg‘ami:@rﬁK;Muggmfzfunut/fbj
LA Qs TP 8616 U Y (35:27) 8T sl o 3510 81 35 (e
st (3520 1 e ok Ut e bLr e g b e e B 1T
FRUNTEL R S S N o P Y 2 T S Yy S N
:,U.’{Lw:(r‘j&fL-u:«fbfd/wl.,&@dfi‘jv:/,J/‘Lgu;gf’{{gﬂfﬁ_f'gﬂﬂ@S:27)3}.3 Q,;\J.a)

A

Lw:&uyu:?(u; z',/u:f@:, O] Ju!-ugé/x¢’%¢ugtﬁuwwﬁ?@wftﬁéw

(35:28) @



2007 5Y 5 I Sl p 3l
LT3N i mje sl bt i Bk Sttt G (S
,,J?/Cf/?g})%u@/f)izy/?u")i;/@gﬁdrdt‘{uiu A31(35:28) SIS &1 i Cade st
IS PG A Sl oo ke 3T St e S Gt e LA
Ui Ls i Lo LT e U B P\ 2 ke 5P fe F
L g Z g et Bl e 2 B I i Ly ica e B4 e U
Bl K BIu 2 I s e B30 (35:28) Ui et fo 2
_‘L“J%W[J'J:K/QT/t.(jj&//g;/};c;u;fi‘/

‘auzCM/J’lfiuwiaw/é{%)m”ru{;yﬁf@f“

oy e B 1 £ U T o1 U sl el ST AT E LA AT
< WL md L e imJeiitus i L e fe Tﬂuﬁu?’u?f{ii’uggw
2TV Lt U b sl Ui S B8 (45:3) G ol o o 3915 el B 51 S
6 e bof Loy G b 1o SBF L oG b Sy SR LTH
I e e ti$ 5ol EMBSe g sy oUle P bl bty e i
gt B4 G e gl L e 3 8 S Sl A e i ST
SIS S 317t P 5 bl T s (10:6)6385 38 e 23915
Gk L2 Ngoiyets$wd Luig gamur L/ Fudyusz oy G55
i St S AL LT gt EEE I Sy U T urde
MG SEAEL IS sy 2 I AT L 1P SES YT w1 o )
SFE S e Irsiz SE un S FE
S FL S

ce e Sl T2 e S n LALL e Ehe Bl Yy s
g»"ac«ﬂ/tf‘{d/éuﬂéiuﬁc«kﬁ”c'f‘alﬁ-w-%yc&JJ?JUU’?Q/;Z@%
e pep o BN Jodi e 5P ESYTIS IS TS S e G S Bl




2007 5Y 5 25 Sl p 5l
ctind a8 (18:1)6 5o 4 Jasd ¢35 L o b 31 Gl dindi Ut Ut
@?Jg)bﬂbi.ﬂg/?zﬂ_i/&,y_djfa@f{af/ SIS ILEbLe e1l
UyiSe KD,4;4_+aﬁ T /;Luuup@n‘acﬁwwubcﬁuj}q Z?,»L}’i‘a
éé.wﬁ"u(&l,ﬂCi‘&f%‘é/u}'énJl?.c'_uJ&)/u?}uf,.@'/»u'@/(Harness)f:’/
/f'z,uﬁul_legl[JL"u.‘.'G/JLuulawf;?ffn(}u?d/u}fd;/u/’g»d._,z-;/bé/
ST S saonsi S i
C;:;@V’Kfﬁg EL NS
G611 A s (Y e i = i P e

Sule e e rmd S @820 L B8 s e e Sl S e S
e AL BRI (17:19) 76 e ISP Ut b L e o
b By AT I P ne ForeF MBS LS fipl
s "/:'J(}wf LE,,.{*‘J,;K(@JLLMSL/ LA BUIL T lﬁ]'/ti;u‘ai/lﬂfpfi
_u’f!"étxﬁg;//'{;yfld,c,w,/«,?;f‘LEML’/E/J;'Z);JW{Jf_fu'”jw,u;&l,r}éuﬂim'}?
SRS TP (6:45) b 3 0 Sy 13408 G s bl SVAA AL 1
Sl Gitbetid £ BIL File b FndBy el fnders
sl d_ ST u’t_(ffmlb’/K&Lﬂ,b’véu}fL'@Jdtgg)&’ffndnﬁﬁ/d/if
(64: 1) disdt iy S i S Y e ot M t3516.52 6 it Uiz
(w),?n;:/d/c«yﬂuf"txé.wyLzuﬁal{b//fl-‘au"ﬁtf‘iﬁi/K‘7’25¢9d)f}i/6¢ﬁ1
(WL (1877-1939G1-62_LosSvnl:

o A UE s

od{/é_}n S LS

[](‘?L;)Li‘ﬂ]

et E A (1877-1939061 415 @
I L 27« b U o2
Sor et S Ut fin iy



20075V, 26 el 3
------ ﬁ‘a&lgu/cﬂc(,ﬁ,éw}’c«jf/.u;u/}p(c(.i/’ﬁ'afﬁd}d/»

Ute desde ety e

Lﬁd@o/l}i}jl«/&:&k ‘lu:ﬁ

UI=(57:25) SUHEECIN el 2L (i e Tt U e W (i s
092N I 50 L (18771939 61 (o (’G&;fuﬂ; LI U
e loUM N E ezl e ba S b Po i ite IV LT inle Qe res B2
e Ul UK s L il

= Ulea bl PP ¥ e AU [T v L S o1 Te el S
Il b o K e e LA T = ol e 2 e
AbuIE I 3L Sl Qe TUAL TPV e Bt P e el & UKL sl o
wdt £ 26w o 2 bl = LU UnSot S Wb L e
LA G L e e L Lt e 2 2 S F RIS St dindos
SErgT S d}uwmwﬁ&fo“a(tKust,f‘aqﬁiéwuﬁw-;f
G GVE iz T
e OT et o L i

S LB e Sy Bl LIS Brrtg v b3 U sl Ty b S U U
4wwz‘ugjéw(?_,e,@galgﬂ_q:iy,/ww‘/'mgbg‘wéwvgbgﬂf“atn’u:
L:,T_,zg?ﬁ. T‘ffu{an/fdjguf@Juu,ifn;ﬁ)gfui‘aé}x/’”éui?;wu;uw
(zj”é?wf‘a‘f';ﬁ‘fu{cwﬁtfwfuﬁﬁ@U/Zu;f&}'“},mi/ib; TV62_ T(M”KJ!&L/
cc e bl gy

S BIPLIVL s = viualr & St el St L



2007 5, ~ a1 Sl p 5l
‘J,CJ JJ%;})J’A'@&C};»JL&M?L@ Tt i q,j;ﬁté upm;wféuﬁ

e JVE e st S E S L e o il Flosti AG e St e 0T
e LI G AL SISFe IS F S e Tkl L
» ,mug_,aﬁ'qrts»/;Jf@prﬁgut/‘amn@;(mu’ubpK&”‘waut{z,@, A7
;(ugc;)rf”ib/ﬂjz_/u;x”Kb'afj/;/)"auéc;c;'ﬁégg/;;'ﬁKgﬁuqujéﬁﬂg'
el Soobme Jod i o w3, G i S bl o
/Q,L/».,Q(L?,uy{Kumf‘m{{uuz,é ufpjﬁdl("/’»mhﬁ{u,{ (BTaIY4 Ku;j)!;.’._ba

ce e BT il i

?U)."./ il 15 ki Ik K_/;j. Y

DTN L o E SR I AU UL L i Pl
BUIt Uit m s o Ut T 2 Sus Sulee bo s S 6 W bl g5l Sl
FLloh Ln e o on {5,008 L a2 A St o TS sz i
(6:100) 5 3 ib I3 i S Y ST L 51 L L Pebiie S Pl o
S pl 12 e T E5smd§bme Vi ee ot 2 S Fodn 5L 16 )
ST e a3 606 Fa TG f U i 5L ST i il
Kﬁﬁﬁdfb'fé.lgbg}:%,f‘adu/‘c/,,Vdiﬂ,ﬁﬁngﬂiii/!&)gd/@;‘t'Tgﬂ;&b«z_/LfZ(f@;ﬁ
Ce

T BN o 8352 S ik LG AT B AL eI T
edbUanef s i S trglone Qe QLut S1eaion § St Zn ILIGFL U
i L U1 S QL § i Sl gt e Jedlnl 1Seni§e s
S 2 A e Wnd) S T G SIS U L 0 e I 2L



F

2007 &Y 5 a 48 o ) C}
J i A G LIS T3 Lt s N AT Gt Lo T
vt e L AT by U 2 2L Blomnsg bl U
ﬁtﬁ@'%ﬁ&d&g{@“agd{@%ﬁz;@ﬂl:m,»fgcu)fé’ulg/x@f,;ﬁ‘tnff
J‘j%u’wLnd’”LJmL;gﬂ*}Laiilﬁ“igLaiuand”L,'JLL‘/U)gAiﬁ%lﬁwLﬁKu/(
Bl Ut 8 s L U T L 3 S L Sy S
S b1 st b b Bleo (P2 eI T2 e errn, T L et
W OBLBS U o T Ut = K6l 1 b SB e S
e YRS (T e e s T il 3 G St U
fﬂw/.ﬁm(&@d/g;,u&wf‘

T S A N B TG s ITEL Sirso 5T fond iy
S0 TR 53U 22 U1(6:104) i) Sy eyl
S EubpiA L e gmf&m{z-&ﬁ/‘/)ﬁuf;{;yéJJ"’ZwLﬁﬁJ sl
S FL o SNB e B Prr s G LN ZE Yo S ikl 1L
E Ui RS AT e e B S5 S b S B S
SFIMIA S L P 1 16 el r bl Db (Sl
ool Ut Waset# Ut U UMosal e ot e W 1 1= (o A Bl Kol TE
LA II(2:137) yicht a4y G G oy 30 G108 S TP iU
_ug‘a/JQaué;f?Ltgt{/i}nLuuwﬁc)u’w/uuw
‘LU/QE‘UT}}};&‘LKJW;‘J!L&G’.@UVJII

U A E U TS 1A T L 596 Borr gy I AU
S S S e e Ve e p Fire 286 b bBLAS eHS




2007 &Y 5 a 19 o ) tj.lla
LBl LI L L L S e S S 1 St e #
Ujf)wa’ﬁfﬁ-C%.us"(ﬂk{um'%@fg,L/»J@U@fuﬁgj-‘aééw.s/ U
e /A i e S e OSSN I sl eSS rlinriie )
SIS YL e oS P P 16(18:20 1051 0083 (3 S Y o W1t
(B!Mzwuf!}uzwﬁéagﬂmfiujfﬂ&wuf@g;Tz&w-ﬁ&uﬁﬁ{}uﬁm
WU E 15t 31 U2 P el Z ol 5L ST Frlins U A Ies 2
GBS 3L 7 (5:44) 55,850 b S 93 Ty ¢ o G S
I - b T W Gl i eS8 e Bl e s b
e b T o Uit el U152 LI o e (P I e S on e ns s
Gl e 1A =3P I T o Lodorl S GBI B S STl - S5
‘L.f/&t/(dbﬁﬁgﬁﬁ/»gf&f&@ﬂjwjl

e KL A I TAL S AL s F I s NS 17
uw/?w,_&ﬁ‘t/mﬁm(f( S NI L 1AL 2y M 2o S sl K S el
%uw{m/’j;véb{wgu:ui’_é/(iiw/:ug:,QMLJC»_@JJ’;»?JJV&JJ’
L SIS I L It S T AL e by He believes in God =

AGE L 3o AL 03U e KU 2 S Gas PP B UL 1 U
/J'U?t’%l/‘(:/ﬁ&ucvgu:d‘_u&._'{éﬁw»f(%g‘Téﬁﬁd}jﬁ"ﬁkbﬁK)}ugu/gﬁu'}wif
TR G o U S8t 2 e T2 TGl Kos SIS U9 Ul
B B e P b L U e S B U LT

—e Wl ©



2007 5Y 5 50 Sl p 5l
A Vg GeL NPt b L IV e Pr B i e AT $H G LA
7B 1Lk Kos /UL R 6160 S P B HremiS e bl fe AU
U L P fios e ST 130T F I (o Poee T U Lt 98P
o‘u:@l:'Luw{w?[wo,u,wfti,“kgpfd'éujut(ﬁ,ﬁ.uﬁuf!}&q}(!‘
?u{/é‘lz.uf r‘cm’uzfp;&u',,u;jw;m&mu:wmu

g S T AL S LU S L e CA I et Kttt

Sy e e thie Vil L G T b ey e o e,

u:'tiédiﬂ"aLf'/:;dﬁé_omfiu:@‘ugJ?/ﬁétéufiiéuﬁﬂ,w@:ﬂzmw
I o T L S P ohnl iy e o Se kg ST Lo gl
e Wil & 1e e I S IL U e S P e ton utie S
S It QU150 S E AR Sl U = K66y on S e of
(23184153 i b e e P S B U U EE A e 2
e e AP S W,

S e l-(29:63) A i 8 I bh(29:611 by spud AS S0
e Gl Bl bote JTETZ 6 e crill 2T B Tesde t Sinie L1
Lawsof 22 (£t 66Tt Uloe Felll 3L 13 2en® PUr AL U1
Gl LIS Gt A Ut S SUIULE e b L1 T (2 S 15)® Nature
_tfuf@(:%w{w;t uf/"“a.}uééuf/"&/‘zfq/}di’)

Yy S i 38y PR B St e i e ik D L AL S @
(d //‘/ /3'»/')..»{,« What is the genuine end? The Individual or the State LL@’:.(LJ 'c_(u
e P P o st T3/ 255 22011 st

31su"‘zoos}nu‘fﬁ/rwc)f’oﬂ,"éwuwwﬂ&um./uv:g&’.éJii;}"&*’v&%@ﬂi 2]
(1ese?)



2007 &Y 5 a o1 s ) ¢ 51l
/@&%L/rumﬂj TJfoﬁ/) T/“

(i?)Countef{m?gd/lg(lbjuug'%l_,z'gotﬁ_éff;géag..gért&m Yy

S ATy S St st el i S ST e n AP B oL L3S

St LS 18 e L e ST L ity s B e W L e s

U I 1K E 16 S I g St e iany U g L gl

SN 2 ST I I BRIy UL I PN P et S Y o W

AU el S e o S e U U Lt s
S AL L1yl U

Believers in God, unite together9

S i 2 AR T U U b3l S s 2 L L 15T
LS eI U L uibasse e\ SFopd it LA Ly
b WAL U E

~y£uj!}£c«lfgﬁ(c«}5u"§)Laws ofNamreuz;faQJ:~(ﬁ_ﬁua?ﬁ/u f;
NIl g S AL s U sl o o GO =K B sl gt Lot
LT prussAa L §1LF e oligb Se W u1e eI il
VP B 1o J UL 16725144y 5388 o S8 8% 31 Ty o o oo S B
L eSS PP Gl e P I IS I F AT I S1as'eS
U ool L S I IS S ke

:u}"}yu’/d/ﬂﬁ'é&@’v/
L LNL I enB SN A T el PN K L et i

o

(USSRLTAILAY 3 ©
ué‘ufﬂ.mstéuu‘izoosjnu‘ﬁ;z/ruf'c&umiyj'wusﬂmﬂ&uT}J!qw:gg)g_édz‘%’w ®
s



2007 5Y, 52 Sl g 31
L U Tosntde S o e bls S s 28 L 3122 22160 o
G E U DU 8 A BN Kl e NS - Ut 55
S e 3PS 3 bt Y I AECE 512 nB 16520 0k, 3L
e A LN st Tl S o AN ST ot i1, 26 b Ly
S NS 16 Ut AP o Lo Tl Lons S T, Py SR e 5 S B
é_/@‘}/,i,.;/,«,%wug»wé_gﬂéjg;aL&t&mugdméwiu‘f@jf%ufdgwg
S-GL MY F ey oe SA o Tan FUEL L SFGanf I
L/‘)),J/La t‘ﬂ/u_‘a t'lgfu.‘.',«pdsl)?‘a t'/;fulilégf._,zf‘a Ju:é%}wﬁg Tt
RO S PSR- S v IR SO o gl T AVGE(S]
o ‘q/@q/;w;cwﬂaafl o5 2L AP . 25143 85 gh 3
se b FISE 12 Sl U b I e i a5t S I e 2 P UAd s

e Sire i S (g L e (i AL i 1t LK
(45:23)8 35 ¢ s 6 Jar 548 janis i 55 ol Jein Lo 5 ST st
IR w2 E STV I e S e e L G2
S Qe SISU g L T e e Ur 2y e s 0l don
G 1A(45:29 ) ki £ e i b L L e e S A= G 56
el eIV L e\ e 1ES YT L EF L i T giie Py gy
IR
I A6yt S S B

u?.pup-u:f B bt s e i U T e U e ol S LUl
a3 T g s Sl s ) -at’/;bgf,rfu}’u"nat'/‘/’gcﬂuwcgf it
.,wuaadﬂ/uww S E SRR E S L T s L



2007 255 o 53 ol 3l
AR o Lol 5 5 e WL i bt e L b S ot e

el G dnoSlene bR ir iz 00 e adE(28:50) 1 (it b
e el I GUE AL P T bt i1l Ut L L s SIS Uy et e
G161 e e QU1 S AL S 2t blo o e s U Lt S
/;!‘Ldu/fq%_ﬁq/%éw}@w* J /2.@Vgu'iéu;l’bfédf@ﬁ'(ﬁmﬁ'w/ojt
bt LUl SUL R b IBIF S s T o 8L bl e AL
e U1 Qled bl R 16l S U AT AL g5 01 TS
U L b el Ut P Pl Cusi e Pt % s P UE e S U
e U T LB W 1 B St Sl U 2 e S el
e o e S e g T ik 3 e L ok S

e AL LUt

< GelEEEAS A K A
U391Jiuf¢§£wu:¢wu’./uftaf;J/f,?.,g-uf b oy gl Uiy
f/ﬁ(lﬁ,&flb‘éU'iju/;f'”éwgw(c«}juf’})Laws ofNatureﬁ,:u’l[’&fc«lfgLJ'
ST AEIIT e i 7 - IS Wb S efe S
S I Asle ISt = EHE 6 (43:84)81 233 B 58 Tl 8 s 34 50
@!ﬁ‘&l.u:‘.@!{@! c;lvf/ﬁ!faadakd/u-‘a,'ﬂKu“)lub“a,')!K;Vu?;_‘a,'liu‘u“f{ut
o THEAIN e Tr G d 2o s U 2/ U Ut oo Bl P
S K62 1:22) il i 1 A T 68 J S W Ui s by
S LE NG Lo s i BUL L 5B sy L st S
D3 b T AN UK E K TL S UEE S ol B s
AL S JESEEUII SISl K S 21:22) § i Uk )



2007 &Y 5 a a4 o ) tjﬂa
LI AP I e g e B FEL N pethepe el e

_Lau:‘i}’/)’é}(’}’iuf_‘aUL«)AMLJU}L}Z

& GodUt Sy Ak ez 3260 S Yo S U S WAL T Yy
Bablose J P bt 2 Lo 3K B UL e sleen by Ub & s e U010, £ Usasis
LA, waee Pt G 2 580 gl by e U1 2 i
L T Y 9 i 6 N 2 S 2 T 6 196
Lo PN T J st TP N Loz KUl e 2 S
e B ALY P b 96 3O S5 M KRG

LGSt 2 Al oG L e K TS Uil A
&A&fujz.,ff‘a ufuﬁf‘a,aguﬁ/i_“‘auﬁ’}uﬁtgué/uﬁawd/gcriwfifug
‘at'lgw/(c«/ﬁq."})Laws of Naturew.‘f;?wuf':”oé J19U% Outer Universe ﬁuﬁc«b’{
LBl LIt b 1 YOI KL AL Sun L &;@tJuLJw
L el I G SR U T e 1 3D 131660l S e (e #)Dualism
AT b I e e 8, Ve CHUF B Bl 116 P sl g B
BT A by

Sl oo & BB e TS G2 W2 o ¥ die NS 1 F
St Lo d L e Lot Kol §e el L1 LT
Sl St futnLnodl bz e erPilr b AS e e
KNP B T s wt_,/’gwtéfuzK,«,um,wut?‘agfwgwﬂ.“agfquw
L AR s TR T e e

® i e S5 G



2007, 55, - 55 sl p 31k
r”””””””””’

a1 AL s
ool ol a2y Sile padaa 51 S

A esny b

“@“u‘)j\ﬁ ol Ak
:‘guﬁﬁ:/(uf/“

AL 133 o ol 5" ot 5 o5 sty 2y TS AL 4y o il S L
(3:78) cygaa 3 o135 Loy i3S g o388 Loy sy S oy
L Hes Pl Uine Sbsesinler® LiFbloa oSS TENU 5™
n;)(:wfu,/”ﬁd/u?cuwd’ Gasis e A1 ind{vﬂwug’-!/&lbk;rg}lg PN
-(uT/’”(x”‘)“_slgcﬁ(/b}‘é%x/rwiziw‘;&’)&g/_ngkjf’&wg/juigu%l
e PGS e Y FE L SIS Ho L

Vo ug s o2 S

TR Y Y S 1

@)

S BL Sy A ST Juk 612007 %

S LS Wy pme el £ It RIS 1 GUb 3015822 re P ulb ¥

_@Z_/ftp;&g,,mugu?{ Tl S df - S s6 e

b Seee /b,uf“a_(:i{(i by b e

S W ing S 21t (168 52 T i Fes o 6 T e
-2 £5Y L;Q’J/J,yg

et LUy S S e

LBt SO KL b E @ L g

SR L x2S e RIS i Qlapaido (1) 14l 4
e APl £)215 g AU PA2R)- Hraskr i )

NN N N N N N N N N N N N N N LN NN N N N N NN N NN NN

NN N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N NN N N NN

A

/ /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 J/ /7 [/ /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 /7 /7



Tolu-e-Islam 1 July 2007

Muslim Priesthood vs. Human Rights in Islam
By

Mansoor Alam

We proudly proclaim to the world that there is no priesthood in Islam. This is no
doubt true. However, we forget to mention that we do have a kind of priesthood
in our current practice of Islam. Our professional Imams go through a similar
process of education, training, and indoctrination as any other religious priest.
They lead ritual prayers, give sermons, and conduct religious ceremonies
involving birth, marriage, and death. They perform these services mainly under
the auspices of a particular school of thought of a religious sect within Islam. Our
Imams thus act and behave no differently than other religious priests: promoting
and serving their own sect. And Muslims accept this practice without any second
thoughts.

If there is no priesthood in Islam then it stands to reason to ask how this
pseudo-priesthood entered Islam, and how did it achieve such common currency
among Muslims.

By contrast we find no trace of any kind of priesthood in early Islam. Our
Prophet (PBUH) did not appoint an Imam per se to lead prayer; nor did the
rightly guided caliphs. They all led prayers (as did all other officials of the state)
as part of their official duties. The use of full time professional Imams to lead
prayers in mosques and to perform religious services, must therefore have come
into Islam much later.

If we look at history we find that, after the rightly guided Caliphs, Umayyad and
Abbasid rulers needed religious sanction for their dictatorial authority. Initially,
Islamic scholars resisted this attempt as it was clearly against the Quran
(50:45). As a consequence, many paid with their lives. But many others buckled
under threat and intimidation and gave the religious sanction the rulers needed
for their dictatorial rule. The rulers, after having received the ‘Islamic’ stamp of
approval, happily returned the favor to religious scholars by officially creating a
religious institution for them. This new institution was granted religious
autonomy as long as it did not cross the line set by the rulers.
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This laid the foundation of a kind of Muslim priesthood in Islam which continues
till today in one form or the other. Promoted by rulers, religious schools and
seminaries flourished. Various pioneers laid the foundation of their own schools
of thought, their own jurisprudence or the Shariah law; they compiled works of
Ahadith, Tafsir, and Islamic history. Their domain of influence however extended
only over religious, moral, and ethical aspects while absolute power rested
exclusively with the rulers.

Clearly violating the injunction of the Quran (4:93) the so-called Muslim Caliphs
fought many wars among themselves spilling Muslim blood- all in the name of
Islam! Family feud was common among them. They conspired against each
other to grab power. Great numbers of Muslims (e.g., Mu'tazilites and Kharajites)
who dared to challenge the rulers were declared heretics and were exterminated.
But while all these political fights continued, the religious schools of thought the
reigning ruler belonged to, flourished under his tutelage in areas of the Islamic
world he controlled. The movement started by the original scholars to protect
Islam (or rather what was left of Islam) during the power struggle of Umayyads
and Abbasids (and later among the Abbasids themselves) had developed and
matured into different schools of thought, so much so, that they became
permanent fixtures in Islam. Consequently, all the mosques were under the
control of these newly created autonomous religious institutions, and so were the
appointments of Imams. This in brief is how a kind of sectarian-based priesthood
became part of Islam. This is why we now have mosques designated for
different sects within Islam, unthinkable during Prophets’ time or during the time
of the rightly guided caliphs.

So what should be done now? Should we simply close our eyes to the Qur'an and
allow these latter day rulers and Imams to regurgitate the same old material that
was developed under dictatorial rule, and which tramples on the most basic
values of the Qur'an dealing with universal Auman rights. Some of the most basic
ones among these being: sacrosanct right of sanctity of human life (5:32);
inalienable right of freedom of choice (2:256, 18:29); right of tolerance for other
faiths (22:40) and absolutely no compulsion in faith (2:256); fundamental right
of consultation (3:159, 42:38); universal right of preserving human dignity
(17:70); sacrosanct right of equal justice for all (4:58, 4:135, 5:42, 16:90)
including enemies (5:8); no bending of justice for anyone (if the Prophet was not
above the law (6:15) then how can anyone else be?); right to hold positions
based solely on merit (46:19); right of personal responsibility and accountability
(53:38); absolute right of ownership of the fruits of one’s labor and no free ride
for anyone (53:39). Are these Qur'an-guaranteed human rights to both men and
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women to be found in our current practice of Islam anywhere not to say of the
holiest place in Islam, the birth place of our Prophet (PBUH)?

The situation has deteriorated to such an extent that if we were to mention that
the above human rights are some of the most basic ones in Islam; that our
Prophet (PBUH) lived and implemented these rights in society; that an Islamic
society is supposed to be constituted on the basis of these core values at its
heart; then surely it will raise many eyebrows and may even invite ridicule.
“Have these human rights anything to do with Muslims and Islam?” many might
shoot back with contempt. Maybe they are not entirely to be blamed for this
reaction considering how Muslim countries behave these days. Alas! This is the
level to which the twin forces of Muslim dictatorship and Muslim priesthood, the
self-proclaimed self-appointed custodians of Islam, have brought Islam down to.
Who else could be more responsible for distorting the image of Islam in the
name of Islam, in the name of the Qur‘an, in the name of the Prophet (PBUH)?

The world is judging Islam by our practice of Islam, by observing the so-called
practicing Muslims. No wonder we are fulfilling the prophecy of the Qur'an by
showing to the world that Islam is a failure, that Islam is false (107:1-7) by our
behavior! Our failure to live up to true Islam is being seen as failure of Islam. We
may think we are good practicing Muslims. We may think that Allah is happy with
us. We may think that we have the blessings of Allah. We may even be
performing all the pillars with sincerest of devotion. All this is fine. But these are
little more than self-deception in the eyes of the Qur‘an as long as its true and
most profound values dealing with fundamental human rights remain under
siege; as long as the Muslim society continues to trample on these rights. How
else to describe the situation?

The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said that Muslim Ummah is like a body.
When any part of the body is in pain the whole body feels it. That body seems to
be in critical condition today. The only way to revive it is to go back to the basic
Qur‘anic values guaranteeing universal human rights and make them the
foundation of Muslim society the way our Prophet (PBUH) did more than 1400
years ago, when the rest of the world was living in barbarism and chaos as noted
by many historians (see, e.g., J.H. Denison, Emotion as the Basis of Civilization).
This will be the real miracle of the Quran. 7Ais will be the true Sunnah of the
Prophet (PBUH) to practice (7:157). The question is: Do we have the will and the
courage to embark on this path? The stars are watching.




