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having less of a compassion than is needed. So who is going to fulfill or compensate
for the rest of compassion? Quran does not communicate with humankind in abstract
ideas. The root word for xahman’® and ‘Raheem’ is R’ham, which means womb.
When we human beings begin to live like one big Quranic family in this world, it is
Allah’s promise, each one will be provided protection, that is R’ham, by the Islamic
System, like a child is provided protection in his embryonic phase in the womb of its
mother. This example reveals that Allah’s system is not cold justice to the growth.and
development of a human being. The doings of nature are perfect examples for us, dif
only we change ourselves and start looking towards natural laws, rather than man
made systems. The Islamic System will act like a mother’s womb acts towards the
growth of every human being. In the womb of a mother, there is no surmise or
assumption as to how much mercy, tenderness or compassion is needed. All the cells
in the womb, in this process, interact for the development and growth of al body
organs of a human being, in complete harmony with each other. B

When the embryenic phase of a child is complete, when its nourishment and
development is complete, it begins to force itself out of this womb, in order to begin
its next phase of life, as a complete human being. Now this certainly deserves to be
called “Justice.” In nature, we observe, when one phase of justice is complete, it starts
to enforce its next phase, without any waste of time. This new bom child is no local,
partial or contemporary child. This wil] not be an abstract child existing in anyone’s
imagination, but a universal child, who could be born in any family. Natural process
does not discriminate between Christian, Jew, Hindu, Buddhist or Muslim child. And
16 sane person will doubt, a child who comes in this world is not “Just Ice.” It is man
made systems that turn the child into ice later, when the child begins to interact with
other ice bergs, and fails to understand why he/she is being left alone in the house,
when his/her parents want to enjoy the bewildering and complex world outside which
they have made for themselves? Why the career woman wants to leave her child at
the mercy of baby sitters, who are out there doing business on human lives? Our
modern mothers have learnt to give everything in tiny, small quantities, including
. love and compassion. :

And I wish to ask your leave now with Professor Dixon’s words, who says,
“The reformers have, indeed, a strong preference for tepid, anemic folk. But do tepid
‘emotions possess any driving force? To desire nothing at all was the Stojc
prescription for a good life: to desire very little, and that half-heartedly, seems to be
the panacea for the world’s ills recommended by our modern doctors.”

********************
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organ oul of any part of itself. Utterly unlike any machine, the cells too, in}* :
living things can act for each other, and work together for a common purpose.

. This co-operation of parts is everywhere present in natural organisms. What
governs the procedure? Who or what presides over the organization? Where
dwells the wisdom in the germ capable of detecting deficiencies in itself when
they arise, where the intelligence, for it certainly simulates intelligence, which
can transfer to the remaining parts duties previously performed by others?
...this speck of life, which is a whirlwind of billions of electrons, revolving in
their orbits about 7000 million times in the millionth of a second — contains
within itself the power of becoming a human being, with all its organs
complete, brain, heart and lungs...This speck of matter contains within itself
these noteworthy powers..., Aristotle thought,” he further writes, “there was
nothing in the end that was not in a measure in the beginning. The beginning
was prophetic, it foretold what was yet to come. "

This mind boggling analysis tells us, there is a purpose to Life. From the very
start, the immaculate precision of zillions of atoms and molecules of our bodies, co-
ordinate with each other, to make the human body. And yet, when it comes to the
human bodies interaction with each other, we observe more than often, they fail in
their coordination. You may insist, it is inherent and in the nature of human destiny.
In stone age you would have argued, it is our inherent need to live in caves. That
every matter which has a beginning, must also have an end. If the aim and purpose of
the miraculous coordination of zillions of atoms, lies only in the disintegration of our
bodies, would it not be the most expensive and ridiculous jokes ever played? As the
Sufis and Saints have us believe in their religious hymns and songs:

“Authey key par’wah ay raa’qub, authey bay par’wahyan” (Punjabi)

Again from the Quran I understand, the sole purpose of our present Life is to
strive for Heaven. And that can be achieved, when humankind lives as one big family
on this exotic earth. But in practice we observe that mankind is more inclined towards
immediate gains. Even, as you probably will say, if my assumption is not true; that
Quran is being interpreted by everyone differently, is the sure cause of divisions
among the Muslims. Therefore the solemn promise of Allah, of peace and justice on
this earth, is not being accomplished. But the English word justice does not explain
the Quranic meaning.of justice. Quran defies that any other system will become null
and void before Islam. And justice will break into just ice, if not appropriately
understood. : % ‘ :

The two words fot justice, used in the opening chapter of Quran are ‘Rahman’
and ‘Raheem.’ Both mean kindheartedness, tenderness, compassion and mercy.
Again this does not fully explain to us the true meaning of justice. You may be
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z;gainst it, I thought you would prefer me to tell you point blank in what I believed.
Since philosophies and science cannot function in a vacuum, and as with every man’s
experience, yours may be different. You see the virtuous are sad and how cheerful
and light-hearted so often the profane - and so you may be obliged to think
differently! Yet, hardly do we realize that to give any kind of interpretation of human
- Life, we must first see it steadily and see it in its complete scenario.’

You must trust your mind, we are often told, but not your heart’s desire. And
we read in the Quran, when it talks about the wise as, “those who do not Jforsaketh
reason for these ay’aa... ... ..... (25:73)” In other words not to believe the outrageously
absurd that takes our fancy. You may perhaps say that to strip the human life of all its
aspirations and imagination would be an unwarranted mutilation of human nature.
You may comfort yourself in all kinds of practical examples surrounding your
argument. Who am I, all the world’s philosophies shall not be able to convince you or
change the private script of your imagination. What havoc and holocausts we face in
cevery century, only proves the powers that human imagination possesses. We are
brainwashed to believe, “History repeats itself.” After observing the disasters of
history I would like to agree to that statement. But if history repeated itself and we are
moving in circles, then I also read the words in the Quran, “Eh’de Nus’sira’tul
\Mus 'tageem.” By reading the whole of Quran, I reach a different conclusion. That
Life is going in a straight path, destroying in its strides all. types of absurd
philosophies, each time they arise. The Quran tells me, in Nature there are laws that
govern the whole Universe. And that historical laws repeat themselves — not history.
And we shall keep on repeating past mistakes in history, unless and until we sincerely
try to find those laws, that govern human history.

Let us go back to our main issue of argument, where to look -for justice and
how can we become capable to enforce, when we find it. Unless we take these first '
steps, it is unnecessary to proceed further. Secondly, you will agree with me, like we
have to learn the principles of grammar in any language, before we can understand
jany piece of its literature; by the same token, we will have to know each other’s way
#of rationalizing before we can communicate. Before we examine the concept of .
justice in a human being, we must first of all familiarize ourselves with human
machinery. At present nothing better comes to my mind again, than the explanations
given by Professor Dixon, on this matter. He writes:

“The original cell or egg was already the animal to come on a microscopic
scale, that is, in miniature. Nothing so simple. That is not nature’s way. The
germ cell is a unity and does not become specialized for the production of the
heart or lungs, or any other part of the body till it has attained a certain
maturity. ... It possesses the asgonishing faculty of providing any necessary
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Justice Or Just Ice!
By |

Aboo B. Rana

vl

Setting the world right has never appealed to me as a profession; for which I
felt myself in any degree or fashion fitted, nor have I believed those who are leading
in the endeavour especially qualified for this undertaking. Nonetheless, the relentless
struggle to define justice has remained with us since ancient times. Ironically enough,
individuals, cultures and nations kill and declare wars on each other, in the name of
perhaps one of the most sought after words in any vocabulary, that we call justice.
The Oxford dictionary defines justice in words such as, exercise of authority in the
maintenance of right; just conduct; fairness; uprightness; decency; correctness,
fairpldy; lawfulness or judicial proceedings.

Each one of us, who has gone even for a few years to school, is familiar with
this term of justice. They also say, “Justice delayed is justice denied!” At the same
time the more we think on justice, the more we find ourselves going into vicious
circles. If one has had a rough day at work, it is considered okay and just to have a
few beers in the western cultures. And we know, this-idea for relaxation and attitude
would be appalling and unjust in most Muslim countries. So whose justice are W
talking about? The Western cultures’ justice or the Muslim world’s justice? AJ
English professor W. MacNeile Dixon narrates beautifully:

“You can no more escape your philosophy, than you can escape your @x
shadow, for it also is a reflection of yourself. Systems of thought are this
shadows cast by different races, epochs and civilizations. All reasoning is in §h
" manner biased. and the bias is due to the nature, surroundings and educatiofa
of the thinker-.........Mathematical reasoning is more nearly impersonal thafo
any other type, but, as Aristotle pointed out, you do not ask it of thi
statesman. "

I am inclined to think, you are with me so far, even though the subject m
not be very palatable to the moment. To shrink the issue of justice in its simpl
terms, 1 propose to say, justice is that which enhances and promotes Life, and unj
would be, that thwarts Life. You have only to assure yourselves that I am complet
wrong, which perhaps, indeed, is likely to be the truth. And that I must learn wisd
and come to think differently. Rather than bother your mind with philosophies for
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' musical session was organized by Mr. Hayat Ahmed Khan and Roshan Ara Bégum
staged a comeback. after a brief seminar on music in the Al-Falah Building Hall on
the Mall. She gave several performances after this and music lovers were saved from
a great loss. ' : '

The decades of the fiftics and the sixties witnessed a great momentum in stage
activity. Not enly local talented actors (mostly senior students) staged plays of high

and so are Indrani Rehman and Gopi Krishan from India; Ashura and Tamara
Khanum frem Central Asia (then dependencies of US.SR.) were a class by
themselves. I could g0 on and on, for apart from these stage performances the human
experiences immestalized on the silver screen were something that could never be
missed. These masierpieces were shared by Parwez as great and noble creative
activity of the hamans. He even made it a point not to miss some of the annual plays
of Government College and Kinnaird College. They had a long history of dramatic
performances of wery high caliber. To miss them indeed would be an artistic loss.

My plea i that newcomers into the Tolu-e-Islam Movement should make a
thorough study of Parwez’s articles (now available in the form of pamphlets) on “Art
aur Islam™ and “Qiamat-e-Maujood” (Hell is Right Here). Actually his voluminous
literature on the Quran is replete with exhortation of the joy-ef life. On the planet
Earth, Humans alene are blessed with the Divine spark of creauvity. The animal and
vegetable kingdoms are unable to do so. Their function is limited to procreativity,
while Humans ean further beautify their surroundings. All living nations have done
S0; it is the decaying people who look down upon such activity and end up being
regressive. depressed and nhon-creative. This is bound to lead to hypocrisy and
perversion. If we are honest to ourselves, we would know where we stand today in
the comity of nations. Knowing this every Quranic center should bubble with
Rreatiity. Yaughter and Joy, so that we start living again. The Quran was not revealed
to dig a graveyard. rather to resurrect it. :

We are lucky and grateful that such a man 4s Parwez was born on the 9" of
this month of July, making our lives richer and happier. With a sense  of
iscrimination and proper evaluation, he directed us how to enjoy life to the full.

3K 3k of ok o ok ok s ok ok ok ok sk oK o ok sk ok o



| 2002 307 63 AL

: Perhaps one of the greatest joys in human creativity is music. To date perhaps

~he remains the greatest connoisseur of south-Asian classical music in his generation.

“"The great musicians of the day became self-conscious or were, inspired by his

--i‘_jpresence among the audience. I have had a chance of watching their mutual

. communication, the performer and the listener, sharing the delicate nuances of

" musical notes and a lot more. Many participants will recall that. the annual
conventions of Tolu-e-Islam were, without fail, concluded with a musical session. |
have listened to the great Umrao Bundu Khan on the historical lawns of his home;
alse Mahdi Hassan during his pre-cinema phase and Nazeer Farooqi’s rendering of
Igbal’s poetry. Perhaps very few would be aware about Kundan Lal Saigal’s early
association with Parwez. These were of course pre-independence days in Delhi. As
kids we were very familiar with his songs, for there was hardly a home where his
records were not listened to by one and all. With a beautifully melodious voice, 1 was
nevertheless told that he had no classical training. But he had a prolonged opportunity
of listening to it at great length in Parwez’s house in Delhi. I was taken aback when I
Jearnt about this close association. Saigal’s inborn talent and a good memory enabled
him to reproduce the classic musical notes he had listened to. At some stage someone
from Bollywood heard him and invited him to join the Bombay Talkies. While
deciding to go, Parwez advised him to remain firm and steadfast in the atmosphere
prevalent in such ventures. Admirers of Saigal are aware that he faltered and could
not keep up with Parwez’s advice. Once when a common friend told Saigal that
Parwez missed him and that he should go and meet him, he replied; “How can I face
him?”

s One of the singers that Parwez admired most was Roshan Ara Begum. The
latter too was thrilled if Parwez happened to be among the audience. someone who
could genuinely and truly appreciate her greatness as a singer. She was already an
accomplished artist in the post-independence days. However, as time passed,
obscurantist elements in the society, the clerics. carried an on-going propaganda
against music and other creative activities as un-Islamic. I remember reading in a
local daily newspaper a letter by Roshan Ara Begum saying that she had decided to
stop singing because it was un-Islamic. There were spate of letters from desperate
seaders from Pakistan, Afghanistan and India, begging her not to do so. In one of her
replies she stated that when she tries to practice (‘riaz’), the: guilt that has been
Smparted by the clerical propaganda, throttles her voice and she cannot sing. Being a
. sample. honest Muslim, she psychologically submitted to it. I can say with confidence
‘that Parwez alone could have convinced her that music is supreme of all arts and part
¥ Divine creation. There is music everywhere—in the universe above and under the
Below. Music could never be un-Islamic. So lovers of music got together. and a
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JOY OF LIFE

By
Ms. Shamim Anwar

It was way back in early 1958 when Parwez moved to Lahore from Karachi,
that I had a chance to talk to him at length. Prior to that it had been a question-answer
correspondence with him since 1956. At the time I was a young rebel, up in arms
against the inhibited, repressed, psychotic and perverted priesthood to whom anything
beautiful, creative or new was blasphemy. The words “haram” and “hell” filled the
air, making life ugly and meaningless. It was in such an atmosphere and state of mind
that talking to Pzrwez, a “scholar of the Quran” (a term that I equated with
“mullahism”) became a red-letter day in my life. The fact is that any sign or shadow
of “ghutton” (an Urdu term difficult to express in English except as “inhibition”) in
him would have made me run. But I stayed on, never to leave. e

Parwez was an open-hearted, open-minded and an uninhibited person, full of
laughter and good cheer. Even today my mind reverberates with it, that sound of
laughter coming from the core and depth of his being and charging the atmosphere
with its genuiness and humanity. Naturally, such a laughter cannot be disassociated
from a sense of humour. He could see the funny side of life without any bitterness. He
could connect things and see through the contradictions to tl.> utter amusement of
those around, be they his listeners or the avid readers of his books. Thus in whatever
capacity one met him or observed him, the joy of life was the super-interaction. All
the mystifying and the dusty impositions were wiped of, !

Anyone who can enjoy life and throw out the bitterness must love children.
And he did. This was an important and very obvious manifestation of his personality.
Being almost a daily visitor, I was a regular observer of little children playing on the
lawn where he promenaded or rested on an easy chair in the evenings - The children
may be his nieces and nephews, or the children of the neighbours. My own little
brother has also played around there. He would offer them sweets, toffees and
biscuits which were always handy, and a smile from them was the greatest gift for
him. No matter how tired he was, a smile from a child imparted all the relaxation he
needed. A smiling photograph of a niece when a kid, had a pride of place on his
massive desk amid books and files.
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_ Perhaps one of the greatest joys in human creativity is music. To date perhaps
_he remains the greatest connoisseur of south-Asian classical music in his generation.
. The great musicians of the day became self-conscious or were. inspired by his

ipresence among the audience. 1 have had a chance of watching their mutual
“ communication, the performer and the listener, sharing the delicate nuances of

. usical notes and a lot more. Many participants will recall that the annual

conventions of Tolu-e-Islam were, without fail, concluded with a musical session. I

have listened to the great Umrao Bundu Khan on the historical lawns of his home;

also Mahdi Hassan during his pre-cinema phase and Nazeer Faroogi’s rendering of

Igbal’s poetry. Perhaps very few would be aware about Kundan Lal Saigal’s early

association with Parwez. These were of course pre-independence days in Delhi. As

kids we were very familiar with his songs, for there was hardly a home where his
records were not listened to by one and all. With a beautifully melodious voice, I was
nevertheless told that he had no classical training. But he had a prolonged opportunity

of listening to it at great length in Parwez’s house in Delhi. I was taken aback when I

learnt about this close association. Saigal’s inborn talent and a good memory enabled

him to reproduce the classic musical notes he had listened to. At some stage someone
from Bollywood heard him and invited him to join the Bombay Talkies. While
deciding to go, Parwez advised him to remain firm and steadfast in the atmosphere
prevalent in such ventures. Admirers of Saigal are aware that he faltered and could
not keep up with Parwez’s advice. Once when a common friend told Saigal that

Parwez missed him and that he should go and meet him. he replied; “How can I face

him?”

One of the singers that Parwez admired most was Roshan Ara Begum. The
latter too was thrilled if Parwez happened to be among the audience, someone who
could genuinely and truly appreciate her greatness as a singer. She was already an
accomplished artist in the post-independence days. However, as time passed.
obscurantist elements in the society, the clerics, carried an on-going propaganda
against music and other creative activities as un-Islamic. I remember reading in a
local daily newspaper a letter by Roshan Ara Begum saying that she had decided to
stop singing because it was un-Islamic. There were spate of letters from desperate
readers from Pakistan, Afghanistan and India. begging her not to do so. In one of her
rcplie's she stated that when she tries to practice (‘riaz’), the guilt that has been
imparted by the clerical propaganda, throttles her voice and she cannot sing. Being a
simple. honest Muslim. she psychologically submitted to it. I can say with confidence
“that Parwez alone could have convinced her that music is supreme of all arts and part
“of Divine creation. There is music everywhere—in the universe above and under the
ocean below. Music could never be un-Islamic. So lovers of music got together, and a
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JOY OF LIFE

By
Ms. Shamim Anwar

It was way back in early 1958 when Parwez moved to Lahore from Karachi,
that I had a chance to talk to him at length. Prior to that it had been a question-answer
correspondence with him since 1956. At the time I was a young rebel, up in arms
against the inhibited, repressed, psychotic and perverted priesthood to whom anything
beautiful, creative or new was blasphemy. The words “haram” and “hell” filled the
air, making life ugly and meaningless. It was in such an atmosphere and state of mind
that talking to Parwez, a “scholar of the Quran” (a term that I equated with
“mullahism™) became a red-letter day in my life. The fact is that any sign or shadow
of “ghutton” (an Urdu term difficult to express in English except as “Inhibition”) in
him would have made me run. But I stayed on, never to leave.

Parwez was an open-hearted, open-minded and an uninhibited person, full of
laughter and good cheer. Even today my mind reverberates with it, that sound of
laughter coming from the core and depth of his being and charging the atmosphere
with its genuiness and humanity. Naturally, such a laughter cannot be disassociated
from a sense of humour. He could see the funny side of life without any bitterness. He
could connect things and see through the contradictions to th> utter amusement of
those around, be they his listeners or the avid readers of his books. Thus in whatever
capacity one met him or observed him, the Joy of life was the super-interaction. All
the mystifying and the dusty impositions were wiped of. G

_ Anyone who can enjoy life and throw out the bitterness must love children.
And he did. This was an important and very obvious manifestation of his personality.
Being almost a daily visitor, I was a regular observer of little children playing on the
lawn where he promenaded or rested on an easy chair in the evenings - The children
may be his nieces and nephews, or the children of the neighbours. My own little
brother has also played around there. He would offer them sweets, toffees and
biscuits which were always handy, and a smile from them was the greatest gift for
him. No matter how tired he was, a smile from a child imparted all the relaxation he
needed. A smiling photograph of a niece when a kid, had a pride of place on his
massive desk amid books and files.
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