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{Idara) Book Review
Furqan Khalid Sheikh When Adam Met barwin '
Dr. Shabbir Aﬁmad : Why T am not a Christian?

Ms Shamim Anwar We Miss Him!




Oct 16, 99 Starting 3 PM Sharp at Base Camp Lahore.

Past, Present & Future of Orators— Members of

Tolu-e-Islam Movements Tolu-e-Islam Movement
(Please register your name
With Idara by Sep 30, 1999)

Oct 17, 99 Starting 9 AM Sharp at Labour Hall, Nisbat Road

Seminar—Fundamental Rights/ Orators — Open to Public
Obligations & Quran (Please register your name be-
fore Sep 30, 1999)

Oct 17,99 Start'ing 3 PM Sharp from Base Camp Lahore

Site seeing and meeting Intending Delegates & Mem-
People and distribution of bers of Lahore Bazm.
Tolu-e-Islam Literature '

Oct 18, 99 Starting 10 AM Sharp at Base Camp Lahore

General Council Meeting | For Members only. Delegates
may attend as observers.

FAREWELL BY CHAIRMAN

ALL THOSE INTERESTED ARE CORDIALLY INVITED- NO CARD NEEDED
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'C;;_rréht_AccoU’ﬁt‘No" :
410735
Main Gulberg Branch
Habib Bank L’imi.r(::d Fax:
L.aho're:

Allama Parwez

recorded lectures on Quran

TOLU-E-ISLAM TRUST
25-B,Gulberg 2 Lahore-Pakistan.

Phone: 5753666 - 5764484
092-42-5764484

Email: trust@toluislam.com
Internet; http://mwww.toluislam.com
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DARS-E-QURAN IN FOREIGN COUNTRIE
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0181-553-1896
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en London Bazam) | 1 .

CANADA 627 The West Mall Su1t—1505 First 1100
| Etobicoke, ONT M9C 4W9 Sunday | Hrs ;
Ph. (416) 245-5322 of the
: - Month
i DENMARK | Mr. M. Afzal Khilijt Last 1900
Gammel Kongevej, 47, 3.th, Saturday | Hrs
1610 Kohenhavn V of the
Month
INORWAY | Galgeberg, 4" Floor Every | 1200
| Trosvik Snippen-3  Sunday | Hrs
1670, Fredrikstad
§ENGLAND |76 Park Road, IIford Essex| TFirst | 1430
London Sunday Hrs |
Ph. 0181-553-1896 of the
‘ : Month
ENGLAND |72 Herent Drive Clayhall, Iiford| Last 1430 §
-5 Essex - London Sunday | H™ ¢
Contaect: Mrs. Rubina Khawja of the
0181-550-3893 Month
or
Mrs. Surraya Farhat
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- BOOK REVIEW

o8 3030 o o o o o o ok ok sk ok ok ok oK ke sk ok ko e e sk ok ¥

Name of the Book : QURANIC PERMANENT VALUES
Author : G.A. Parwez
Translator : Paigham Mustafa
Published ' : 1998 in the United Kingdom
: By Signature Publications

Distributed by Bazme Tolu-e-Islam
76 Park Road. ITford Essex
1G] ISF UK.

ok ok ok ok ko R R OR Sk ok ok Rk ok ok kR ok kK

"Quranic Permanent Values™ is the title given to the translation of Six Lectures
originally recorded on audio. tape in Urdu. In his introduction G.A. Parwez states that
generally 1t 1s said the language used in his books or speeches is difficult. This is 50 because
“the professionals studying this subject are knowledgeable and to convey exact knowledge to
them requires precise descriptions which sometimes necessitates the use of words not
commonly used.” However, he sympathised with the non-professionals who form the majority
and presented Six Lectures in an easy to understand language.

The noteworthy thing in Parwez's Six Lectures is that he has used the technique of
explaining even the most abstruse concepts through concrete images.  This method is very
effective and leaves a lasting impact. Even a more hiterate person or a pre-college er high
school student can easily grasp the essence of the Islamfc syvstem and the world-view on which
it 1s based. Panvez is indeed a past master in reaching out to all sections of society and all age
groups. Paigham Mustafa also Says: ~I was struck by the way that Parwez was able to
describe complex issues in a very simple manner.....”

The 1ssues tackled comprehensively and extremely succinctly are: Permanent Values
2. The Laws of Requittal 3. God is never unjust 4. The individual and the Community 5. How
individuals become a community 6. Government belongs to the community., '

' Paigham Mustafa has done a great service by réndering these fectures into English for
a wider English speaking readership. He has remained faithful to the text in spirit and stvle of
the author. -1t is rcadable. The translator has rendered another service by gihving one sentence
brief summary in the column on the first page of cach lecture concemed.

However, in the “Transtator's Note™ G.A. Panwez has been introduced as “The
Controversial Scholar and lecturer”. We would rather describe him as a “challenger of the
status quo and a scholarly orator.” The word controversial has a negative connotation. As for
the word “lecturer™ it is a technical term used by the cducation department (at least in
Pakistan) for the onc who starts a teachjng career in college before being promoted as an
assistant professor.

On the whole the total affect of this presentation is very pleasing.  Not to say this

- would be stingy on our part. '
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days of revelation, people did not have the same .understanding and scientific
background that we have today. Can you imagine God offering a literal description of
evolution to the people living at the time of the prophets? 1t would have seemed even
more strange and phenomenal than the present account! By talking in metaphors, God
may have been securing the meaning of his contexts against the effects of time, almost
‘like a code-language. As further scientific discoveries and religtous insights are made,
we may obtain a better understanding of the true meaning of God's message. All m
all. a lot of brain cells are going to have to die before we can adequately decipher
God’s “poetry.” '

FURQAN And speaking of brain cells, 1 think Vve killed enough for one day. 1
thank vou, S, for your invaluable insights on the nature of man’s creation.

SHAIKH Have 1 been able to firmly convince you of my beliefs on the matter?
FURQAN Well; to put it simply: No, S, you have not!*

SHAIKH T'm glad to hear it. There could have been nothing worse than to have
you walk away from here thinking you had all the answers.

FURQAN In fact, if you must know, I.am leaving our discussion with a greater
number of questions than 1 had when I entered: questions which we must leave to be
discussed for another day. ' :

SHAIKH Then until that day, farewell.
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FURQAN
acceptable?

SHAIKH [ ihink it does. The concept of Adam being a community of men, rather
than one single man, works better with the theory of evolution because it means that
nian was not created as a single, isolated entity by God. Instead, man was constantly
evolving from his “chimp-like” ancestors. Only when this proto-man developed the
capabiiities we see today (the ability to stand on His hind legs, the ability to use tools,
and the acquisition of a bigger brain size) did God infuse the “soul” of man into our
species. 1t makes sense to suppose that a large group of proto-man took the final step
into “manhiood” together. That first group of man is what the religious texts refer to
as Adam, and the infusion of the soul into Adam is the actual event referred to as the
Creation of Man. '
FURQAN Let’s return, for a minute, to something you mentioned just a while ago.
You said that believers don’t like the scientific theories because they don’t understand
whv God would spend billions of years shaping man when He could have done 1t just
by saving "Be.” :
SHAIKH And I believe He oid do it Just by saying “Be.” God said “Be,” and thus
ey the evelutionary processes that would one day lead to the creation of our
speaies. Most people think “evolution” means blind and random formation, but 1
believe that God had a master plan, and evolution waus that plan!

FURQAN But then why was it such an inefficient plan?
SHAIKH Was it? Why do most people think God has to work suddenly and
drazatcallh® It's as if people just don’t take God seriously unless He puts on 'a
“maxicas display. But is it any less magical the way 1 have outlined it” Think about
B You have 1o remember that evolution was not just working to form our species,
bui everv one of the millions of species we see doday. God's plan was that He would
rezie a single cell consistaing of an RNA strand, give it the capability to evolve. and
then sit back as evolutior turned it into the complex mosaic of life on this planet. 1
cant think of any plan more efficient than that! So what if it took billions of years
mstead of two seconds. or six days. or whatever? That’s just the pace at which God
chose to work. If it had been any faster, we would have wanted it faster still” How
long it took is irrelevant. S
FURQAN Do you know what troubles me about all this? If it is possible to explain
the metaphors and legends of religious texts so rationally, why did God have to be so
vague about 1t? Why couldn’t he just use literal terms It would sure help reduce all
the confusion that has arisen

SHAIKH 1 dca't think I can give you a very reasonable answer. other than o say
that hke all higher psychology, metaphvsics. modern astrophysics and grear literature
inclusive of classic drama and poetry. the stvle of religious texts often seems to have
made a trade-off between the “force” of a message and its preciseness. The truth of
the matter. one that many people find difficult to grasp. is that the message of God is
not easy. The Quran and the Bible and all other revelations are not kindergarten
storybooks.  They are marvels of literature that demand the highest intellecrual
engagement and involvement,. and until people are willing to enter that engagement,
the “confusion™ you mentioned wi// prevail. Plus, you have to remember that in the

But does your interpretation make the theory of evolution any more




SHAIKH Let’s think about that for a minute. Imagine the world as it may have been
during the dawn of mankind. Man would have existed in small, tight-knit
communities. There would be equitable distribution of all resources. There would be
no exploitation, and everyone would have existed in harmony and worked towards
each other’s common good. Then one day one person decides he no longer wants to
live under the same banner as his fellow human beings. He splits himself off mto a
_separate denomination. Mankind slowly begins classifying itself in terms of races,
religions, languages. Today, mankind is split up into microfactions. We identify
ourselves in terms of our larger groups. There are many different religions. Each has
its own sub-religions. Christians are either Catholics or Protestants. Muslims are
either Sunnis or Shias. Each group believes itself to be in the right and thus despises
every other. It is the stuff wars are started on. There was no need to throw Man out
of heaven: he threw himself out!
FURQAN [ sense another metaphor about to rise. Correct me if I'm wrong, but
aren’t you saying that the “Heaven” and the “Earth” referred to in the story were in
fact on the same physical plane, i.e. that earth was heaven when man lived in unity and
peace, but changed into “plain old earth” when he began to divide?
SHAIKH You've begun to think two steps ahead of me. Yes, that was the thesis
towards which I was headed.
FURQAN Yet, how come such an interpretation of the religious text sounds so new
to me? How come I’ve never heard it before from religious scholars?
SHAIKH Very f ew people have ever thought of it in this way. It would be foolish
of me to assert that it is absolutely correct, but it is the only perspective | have come
across that answer most of the questions, at least for me.
FURQAN Does it answer the question of evolution? .
SHAIKH 1 think so, Let’s look, for a minute, at the current scientific theories
regarding the creation of man. Archeological evidence tells us that life on earth is
billions of years old, in which time man has only occupied a small, insignificant slot....
FURQAN 1 remember reading somewhere that if life on earth were one month old,
man would have come into the picture during the last ten minutes of the last day!
SHAIKH Next, evolutionary theory told us that man did not just make a. sudden
appearance onto earth, but had been constantly evolving from other life forms until he
eventually obtained the form he has today.
FURQAN You don’t have to think too hard to figure out why most believers do not
like such a description. . :
SHAIKH Firstly it seems they don’t like it because it removes the dramatic and
sudden appro#th to creation that believers like to characterize with God. Why would
God spend billions of years shaping our species when He clearly has the capability to
do so in the blink of an eye?
FURQAN “Be, and it was!”
SHAIKH Right Secondly, they don’t like it because many believers consider the
theory of evolution and man’s descent from “monkeys” an affront or nsult to their
ego. Such an attitude clearly came through when Darwin first proposed the theory
more than a hundred years ago. ' :

O
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FURQAN Please proceed.

SHAIKH This third point is one that most Christians would tend to disagree with,
but that some Muslims may agree to. It concers the concept of Original Sin, of
which I am a skeptic. I do not believe that the sins of one man are punishable unto any
other. My outlook is supported by the Quran, which claims that each man shall be
punished or rewarded only for his own actions. But if we are to believe that we, as
children of Adam, are continually suffering on his account, it contradicts the notion of
cach man being responsible for his own, and only his own actions. This happens to be
a basic tenet of most religions.

FURQAN But doesn’t the Quranic story also say that we were sent down to earth,
from heaven, because of Adam’s sin?

SHAIKH It does. and it therefore implies that the sin of approaching a “tree” is one
which we are all continually guilty of committing.

FURQAN I swear [ didn’t approach no tree! _
SHAIKH [©'m sure you didn’t. At least, not a tree in the literal sense of the word.
FURQAN Okay, so you've convinced me that it’s necessary to take metaphorical
interpretations of religious texts. But until now everything you've said seems to be
more the perspective of an agnostic. ['m having trouble remembering that you're
supposed to be convincing me of the #uth of religion. What is the tree a metaphor of,
anyway”’

SHAIKH This is a question I'd been pondering for a very long time. I finally found
an answer that seems to fit. It came from a rather unexpected corner: A lexicon of
the Arabic language. _

FURQAN A lexicon? You're right. That was unexpected.

SHAIKH T've found that, very often, an etymological study of an Arabic word
helps reveal the meaning of any symbolic context the word may be placed in. Hence, if
we were to trace the roots for the Arabic word for “tree” we may be able to find what
a metaphor of such a word may really mean.

FURQAN 1 trust you've already done so. :
SHAIKH Yes. The Arabic word for tree is “Shajarah.” It comes from the root-
word “Shaj’ " which literally means “anything that splits” Hence a tree is called a
Shajarah because its many different branches split off from one solid trunk. There's
also a wead in Arabic, Mushajirat, which, crudely translated, means “sectarianism,” the
splitting off of many groups from one single community. As you can tell, it has the
same root-word.

FURQAN So, to “approach the tree” really meant. ..

SHAIKH . To split up into groups, sects, factions.

FURQAN Wait a minute. I'm confused about one point. How can one man and one
woman be told not to splhit up into groups”?

SHAIKH 1'm glad you brought it up. They can’t! Which very much seems to imply
that Adam and Eve were not simply one man and one woman, but a whole community
of men and women. Another metaphor! :

FURQAN But is splitting up into groups really a sin punishable by expulsion from
Heaven?

55|
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die. ” So she took its fruit and ate it, and gave some to her husband. ... Therefore the
Lord God sent Adam forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he
was taken....”
SHAIKH Thank you. Now if you may be so kind as to read the corresponding story
from a transiation of the Quran? You'll find it in Surah-tul-Bagarah, Ayats 35 to 37
FURQAN Certainly. : . '
“And We (Allah) said “O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise and
eat freely with pleasure and delight of things therein, but come not near this tree or
vou both will be of the Zalimun (wrongdoers). Then the Shaitan made them shp
therefrom, and got them out from that in which they were. We satd “Get you down,
all, with enmity between yourselves. On earth will be a dwelling place for you...”
SHAIKH What's the first thing that comes to mind on reading the two passages’
FURQAN Well, the similarities between the two are striking! Both Versions name
the first man as Adam; both acknowledge the presence of a woman: both blame an
agent. either the serpent or Satan. as tausing Adam and his wife to “slip”; and both”
have a tree.
SHAIKH Good observations, F.
FURQAN Now. why did you say a literal understanding of these verses is not
correct? )
SHAIKH Well, we've just read two different versions of the same story in the holy
books of the two major religions of our time. Let us look at the Quranic story first.
We see God permitting Adam and his wife to enjoy every pleasure of heaven, and yet
forbidding them from nearing a certain tree, whose exact function is kept unclear. In
isolation. what seems wrong about this story to you?
FURQAN 1t seems that God is being rather unreasonable. .,
SHAIKH Exactlyl No where else in the Quran has God forbidden anything to
mankind without offering an explanation of why the item has been forbidden, why man
is better off without it. But in this story, a simple tree! 1t seems God is merely
exercising His omnipotence on Adam, just to see if he would have the audacity to
defy. .. ' ,
FURQAN As if God needs to feed His ego by imposing restrictions on His creations.
SHAIKH Precisely, It just doesn’t work for me. This clearly leads us to conclude
that the tree is more than a meaningless item, that it does bare some significance that
may be better understood by taking the tree as a metaphor of something else
FURQAN Maybe the tree is a metaphor for the “knowledge of good and evil,” as it
15 in the biblical account.
SHAIKH Once again, this doesn’t work for me It implies that to approach
knowledge.is a sin, and that God is an advocate of the proverbial “blissful ignorance.”
This seems a contradiction because the Bible, as all other holy books, is a distributor
of knowledge; and it seems highly unlikely that a distributor of knowledge would claim
the acquisition of that knowledge as being a sin.
FURQAN So you think the tree referred to has been misinterpreted as being the tree
of knowledge. What does it refer to, then?
SHAIKH We'li come to that in a second. First, if you may allow me to offer
another reason for disliking the literal interpretations of the holy texts..




57

VOICE OF YOUTH

When Adam Met Darwi_n

By
Furqan Khalid Shaikh

( Student r{f T oronto Uniy eru?{ Canada)
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FURQAN Shaikh. I could never understand how you could be an avid scholar of the
natural sciences and vet still maintain such a deep interest and regard for the world’s
religtous scriptures.

SHAIKH What's so hard to understand?

FURQAN Well, from what [ have seen, religious texts and scientific theories rarely
agree on anything, so it is a curiosity as to how you can believe in one without holding
a complete disregard for the other. Or perhaps you study both in order to rebuke one
in the light of the other.

QH-\[KH On the contrary, F, 1 believe religion and science to be congruent on manx
topics, and often find that the one reinforces the other,

FURQAN Well then, explain to me how the story of Adam as revealed in religious
texts reinforces the theory of the descent of man by evolution as proposed by Darwin.
SHATKH Ah, yes! The Creation of Man: the wnrermensch of the Religion-Science
debate. Well, F, 1 think the important thing to realize is that the words of God are
very agften revealed in metaphors...

FURQAN That's what I’ve heard so often. But 1 don’t see how it makes any sense
to try and “squeeze” certain meanings into metaphors of religious passages only to
make thep: conform to scientific views. It seems like “reverse deduction.” That’s not
the way I'like to think.

SHAIKH Me neither. T don’t like to apply metaphors to scriptures-only to make
them. conform, but 1 do think there are certain passages which would demand an
allevoncal treatment even if science had not contradicted them.

FURQAN Are you saying that you would have searched for a metaphor in the story
of the Creation of Man even if modern science had not put up i1ts counter-arguments’
SHAIKH Certainly. '

FURQAN  Why? '

SHAIKH Well; because certain religious passages just don’t work well under a
literal treatment. For example... In fact, why don’t we take an example from our
current topic? Let’s see. T have a Bible here somewhere. ¥, would you be so kind as
to read us the passage concerning the story of Adam in Genesis, 2 to 47

FUR_QAN Sure. Ul just skim lightly through it.

“+ “Then the lord formed man of dust... The lord took the man.and put him in the
Uarden of Eden . Out of the rib which God had taken from man. He created woman
and brought her to man .. God said “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree in the
midst of the Garden, lest you die.” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
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tl. Pragmatism: At the dawn of Islam, Greeks were the torchbearers of
knowiedge in the world. Many scholars including Briffault and Higgins have correctly
remarked that the Greek knowledge rested on theory and logic. Experimentation had
no place in the Greek system of learning. (Aristotle had written that women were
deficient in intellect because they had only 28 teeth. He never even bothered to look!)
t was only Islam that taught mankind of the necessity of testing a theory or
ideology by way of experimentation.

The Renaissance of Europe did not take place in the 15th century,

Rather it began when Europe learned from the culture of
the Arabs. The cradle of European awakening
is not Italy. It is the Muslim Spain,
(Robert Briffault, The Making of Humanity. )

For the sake of brevity, our list has been kept very incomplete. Now let us turn to
some objections that non-Muslims often raise against Islam. (7o Be Continued)

*************************

THE BEST INVESTMENT
Pﬂru;aﬁ&ém;ng has proved to be

the best 'way of spreading Quranic
knowledge. One pamphlet of average
size cost Rs 10,000 and with it you can

illuminate SO000 homes with Quranic
wisdom. Lovers of Quran are invited to
invest liberally. They can deposit their
shares of money in Account NO. 3082-7
National Bank of Pakistan Main Market
Bramch, Gulberg, Lahore or directly in
the office of Idara Tolu-e-Islam. |
Chairman
Idara Tolu-e-Islam
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priesthood the world over. (Ironically once again, Muslims are not currently heeding
the Qur’an, but following non-Quranic traditions. )

The modernization of my nation CONSists,

Of what has been outworn by all creation.

---Sir Igbal---

9. Womens’ Rights: In the times when the woman was considered property of
the man and was treated worse than slaves; when “Eve” and “evil” were thought to be
synonymous and woman was a “shamefil load of sin”; when she spent her life in
bondage first to her father, then to her brothers and eventually to her husband: when
Christian conferences were discussing questions such as '

--- Does the woman have a soul”?

--- Is she human?

--- Will she be resurrected”?

The Qur’an thundered: : .

“Women have rights unto you as you have rights unto them.” (2: 187)

“Every person will be rewarded according to one’s actions: male or female.”

(4:32) _

And the “Mercy for the Worlds” Mohammad, the Exalted, uttered:

“Paradise lies at the feet of your mothers.” _

“The best among you is the one who is best to his wife.”

"0 Men! You will be questioned about your treatment of women,”

Michael Hart notes that the New Testament still teaches: “Let the woman learn
in silence. .. She is to keep silent..... Adam was not deceived but the woman was
deceived and became a transgressor, Yet woman will be saved through bearing
children (Timothy 2:11-1 5). “The head of every man is Christ, the head of 2 woman is
her husband... for if a woman will not veil herself then she should shave her hair. ..
woman [was created] for man” (Corinthians | | :3-10).

Now, look back with an open mind. Which way has the mankind moved in the

last 1400 vears? Surely, Islam is on the march! It may also be of interest to note here
that in the USA women gained the right to vote in 1920. When did Muslim women
attain it? In the 7th century!
10, Science: While Europe was struggling through the Dark Ages, Mushms were
performing scientfic miracles under the Qur’anic guidance. Here is an example of the
scientfic guidance in the Qur’an. (This topic of the Qur’an and science will be further
discussed in Chapter V11 )

Until recently, the sun was thought to be stationary in the center of the solar
system. The Qur’an had, however, revealed 1400 years ago that “The sun is moving
along toward its appointed destination ” The grearthinker, Ouspensky, maintained that
any science that contradicted the Quran would turn out to be faise. Then, during
Ouspensky's lifetime, it was discovered that the sun is moving toward a specific
destination at 12 miles per second i.e. 43.200 miles pet hour! This destination has even
been assigned a term: Solar Apex (Constellation of Hercules).
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Presumption of innocence (49:6)
Sanctity of name and lineage (49:11)
Right to restdence (4:100), (2:85)
Aesthetic choice (18:31), (76:13-15)
Protection of chastity (17:32), (24:2)

It 1s noteworthy that the United Nations and the UNESCO Commission subject
human rights to certain conditions and limitations. They further differentiate between a
person owning those rights and application of those rights according to law. Human
rights outlined according to the Holy Qur’an are not subject to whims of the sovereign
nations.
6. The Caste System: The Holy Messenger declared and established human
brotherhood and equality by persoanl examples. He belonged to the noblest of tribes
and families. Yet, he humbly repeated “I am a human just as you are.” He further
advised his closet family members that being a relative of Mohammad (the Exalted)
will be of no avail to them. Last, he established that the only criterion of superiority
. among men and women is their conduct. Color, creed family, wealth would not impart
honer to any individual.

Now which way is the world moving? India, which has been the warm cradle
of the detestable caste system is trying to get rid of this curse of humanity. “The
Untouchable™ is being called Harijan meaning the bearers of Divine Spirit”. And India
1s Just one example.

7. Slavery: The Holy Messenger shook up the so-called masters of men, “Thewr
mothers had born them free. How could you enslave them? What if you were made
their slaves and they were made your masters!” -

The Qur’an while explicitly pronouncing equallty and brotherhood of all men,
ordered to “free slaves for ransom or better as human kindness” (47:4). Few people
know that the Islamic methodology resulted in the emancipation of slaves (male and
female) without the least friction and bloodshed. Islam incited a noble revolution in the
hearts of people. Without the Divine light the 19th century America. even under the
great leadership of Abraham Lincoln, had to sacrifice one million dead and Wounded
attempting to abolish slavery! ‘
g Priesthood: At the Dawn of Islam, priesthood was the worst oppressor of
humanity. They were considered to possess infinite occult powers. They were thought
to be “knowers of the Unseen” and supposed to be intercessors between man . and
God. They enjoyed greater authority than the:kings did. After all, they knew what was
in a person’s heart! They could condemn the “children of God” to be hanged, crucified
or burnt alive! Their tyranny outlasted their own lives. Their tombs remained centers
of worship and prayer and exploitation. -

The Qur’an announced that Allah is the only knowey of the unseen (72:26).
There is no medium between man and God because He is as close to him as “the
Jugular vein™ (50:16). Now we see that humanity has been gaining freedom from

"‘-.DTJ.OE:‘
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The Holy Messenger toppled the world of false ideas, “There s no superiority
of a black over a white or a white over a black. All of you humans belong to the same
single stock. The best among you are those best in character..”

Now think with an open mind. Is not the world moving away from racism? At
least open expression of racial discrimination has become condemnable in most parts
of the world.

5. ..uman Rights: Here, T suggest that the reader examine three most celebrated
documents on human rights:
--- the British Magna Carta

--- the American Constitution and

--- the United Nations Charter of Human Rights. ,

Then study only the brief “Farewell Sermon™ of Messenger Mohammad, the
Exalted, and compare. The intelligently written human documents seem to fade and
pale in comparison to just one sermon of the Holy Messenger! (Please see Robert
Briffault’s quote at the beginning of this chapter.)

Haven’t human rights become an important issue of discussion and action
today? True, the world including Muslims have to go a long way. The point is that
Islam is perceivably or imperceivably on the march. The Qur’an had declared in the 7th
century, “We have created all mankind worthy of honor and dignity” (17:70)

o History stands witness to the blessings of the Qur’anic way of life. In the truly
‘Qur'anic era of Islam, the (emancipated) black slave of Ethiopia. Bilal, the poor
laborer of Rome, Suhaib, and the lonely wanderer of Iran, Salman, were equal to and
had the same rights as the most powerful man of the time. Umar Farooq the Great
(R_A.) the second Caliph of Islam used to address Bilal, “O’ my master!” He requested
that Suhaib lead the Caliph’s funeral. And the Holy Messenger had himself honored
Salman by calling him a member of his own household. |

. As a brief rusume of human rights given in the Qur’an let us only mention a

few. :

Equal human dignity by birth (17:70), (95:4)

Gender equity (4:32), (33:35)

Superiority by character only (49:13), (46:19)

Rule of law, not of individuals (3:79)
Full compensation of work (53:39), (53:41), (39:70)

Provision of basic needs (20:118-119} .
Security of faith, life, mind, honor, and property (6:109). (6:152),
(2:269). (17:36), (24:2) ' 5
Choice of spouse (4:3), (4:19) "
Freedom of religion (22:40), (6:109)

Freedom of expression (2:42), (3:71)
Redress of grievances (4:148)

Privacy (33:53), (24:27}
m. Care of any handicap (4:36), (70:24)

e o TR
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ISLAM IS ON THE MARCH S

1 Despotism: At the time of the advent of Islam in 610 C.E. kings and tyrants
were ruling countries, nations and tribes. There was no idea of human liberty and rule
of law, no concept of people having any say in the government. Islam’s was the first
voice against that universal exploitation of the masses.

No person has the right to command obedience of people

even though he be a messenger of God (3:79)
Command belongs only to (the law of) Allah (6:57)

Now look back. at 1400 years: of history. Isn’t the world moving away from
despotism? ' _ '
2. Democracy: It is often thought that Rousseau, Locke and other European
thinkers laid the foundation of modern democracy. But the Holy Qur'an decreed 14
centuries ago:

The affairs of the believers are a matter of counsel (42:38)

Today, mutual consultation in political matters is the hallmark of democracy.
(Ironically kingdoms, sheikdoms, despotism and autocratic rule today are seen mostly
among countries that call themselves Muslim, This is another instance of the Muslim’s
departure from the Qur’an.)

It may not be out of place to mention here that mutual counsel of people will
soon take one more vital step i.e. all legislation would take place within the framework
of the Qur'an. And whichever country will take that vital step will formulate a truly
Islamic government and become a model state for the rest of the world. Other nations
will follow suit. _ . . o
3. Human worship: The Holy Messenger broke the idols of personalities. The
greatest man who ever walked this earth kept repeating “I am a human being just as
you except that Allah reveals His Message through me™ (18:10). '

O’ people, O’ believers! T am only Mohammad the son of
Abdullah (his father’s name). _
T am the son of an ordinary Quraishi woman

who used to (save and) eat dry meat. .

Further, Mohammad, the Exalted, said. “One who loves that people keep

standing before him. should seek his abode in hellfire ~

. We observe that since the Holy Messenger's advent human worship has been
dwindling throughout the world. (Ironically again, today it is mostly Muslims who are
prostrating before religious people, before their, ancestors’ graves or humbling
themselves in front of those in power and authority.) '
4. Racism: 14 centuries ago the whole world was drenched in racism. Aristotle
taught around 500 B.C. that the Greeks were superior to all nations. The Romans
divided their own people among classes. There were about 8 slaves per Roman elite.
india demonstrated racism to the extreme degree where a newborn's whole life
depended on whether he was born into a Brahman, Khatri, Vaish, or Shudra family
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‘Why | am not a Christian!
(31

By
Dr. Shabbir Ahmed M.D. (Florida)
R L S st AR T T
Chapter IV. THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ISLAM
The ideas that inspired the French Revolution and the Declaration of Rights,
that guided the framing of the American Constitution and inflamed the
struggle for independence in the Latin American countries
[and elsewhere ] were not inventions of the West.
They find their ultimate inspiration
and source in the
Holy Qur’an.
(Robert Briffault)
kAR AR R AR AR A AR AR A AR AR A AR AR kA kk

Sometimes people wonder if Tslam has run its course. The bullet has been fired.
What remains is just the empty barrel This is a dangerously false assumption.
Dangerous because it deprives humanity of the only hope it has. An examination of
history bears out the fact that Islam has not failed, Muslims have. And Muslims have
tailed because they abandoned the holy Qur’an in favor of man-made books written
centuries later! The moment they return to the Qur’an, the Muslims will attain their
fost glory. Or whichever nation for that matter, embraces the Qur’an will establish the
ideal state on the planet. Let us recall what George Bernard Shaw had said,
“Mohammad, the wonderful man-in my opinion he must be called the Savior of
humanity ”* 1 predict that tomorrow’s Europe will embrace Islam.” Thus, the Holv
‘Messenger will prove to be the savior of humanity as he did 14 centuries ago. His
sublime message 1s perfectly alive and well. :

As we have discussed that all the universe and cur own planet have been
created according to a master plan. They will keep moving to their appointed
destinations. Likewise human civilization has been evolving through history. When
human beings follow the Divine revelation, times are shortened and emergent

evolutions take place. What would take centuries, can materialize in vears In Sir

Tqbal’s words:
Revelation economizes e effmen,

mmoving. though
il L ci\-'ilization

15 takmg place. Islam is on the march.
Now let us see a few ghitermmg exa
.. Rabert Briffault is in his obsery atioms

M oo how correct

“
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WE MISS HIMI

By
Ms Shamim Anwar

tt was the first death anniverséry ot Babaji and T was reminiscing on the great
presence of the person we had lost a year ago. Among other things 1 recalled my
= constant grumbling and anxiety at the curtain of ignorance that the obscurantists and
the jealous intellectuals-had wowen around him. To this, one day. he chided me saying
that the foundations of a building are always invisible. When 1 wrote a whole article
on the contribution of the Tolu-e-Islam Magazine between 1938 and 1942 in the
Pakistan T\/fovement he was unhappy about the motivation behind my effort, (Thts
article now forms part of my little book, “The Pakistan Idea” ) Anyway, the purpose
of my reminicences this month has a crucial and relevant aspect to it. Having
completed my article, I had requested a British colleague of mine in college to type
this article for me, which she did. When returning it to me, she a'sked. whether she
could keep a copy of it for herself, which 1 told her she was welcome to. Casually,
wheri 1 asked the reason, she said in this article she was face to face with & very great
man. What impressed her was his total indifference to self-projection and egotism.

I do think this is the greatest compliment one can pay to Parwez. In this month
of July this man was born who enjoyed being what he was and expressing himself to
the maximum capacity whatever his talents and aptitude demanded. He cooperated
with the Qaid-e-Azam as a team just as Igbal did earlier on. The beauty of this
relationship was that none encroached on the others talent, each man unique ' his
own being, and lived to the full in this self-discovery. This is how Nature wants us to
live, to be what one is If one wants to be someone else, it is disastrous, not only to
oneself but to the whals people.  No movement can catch momentum or take off
without such leadershi- '

On this birth anniversare of Parwez, let us give thought to this very crucial
aspect of human life. The future of this whole globe is at stake. Apart from other
factors. the egocentrism is the biggest and the most dangerous malaise me are
suftering from. : '



