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& |Fxeerpts fram the farewell address of Rasool Allah ( peace be upon him ) on the occasion of 1laj)
ﬂ : O Mankind! All Institutions and Laws of the days of ignorance and
darkness are crushed under my feet.
ﬂ . O Mankind! Your Nourisher (Rubb) is one and only one and you are a

part of the same and single human stock. Hence Arabs and non-Arabs, red or
black, races and colours have no superiority over each other.

Remember! Every Muslim is a brother unto another Muslim. Muslims
from all part of the world are thus welded into one brotherhood. This concept of
brotherhood is not an abstract thing, for your life, property and honour, should
be respected and secure for all times to come just as this day (Haj) of this month,
in this city of Mecca is a guarantee of your security. Do not, after I am no longer
amidst you deviate from the straight path or secede from the central authority,
or else you will become victim of disunity and ignorance and cut each other’s
¥  throat. Remember that you will be judged by your actions in the light of Allah’s .
laws.

lf your leader and president happens to be a black African and he cnjuins
upon you the Quranic values, you must obey him, '

In this system (Deen) every member is in his rightful pesition. Do not
i place him higher than he is, for people in the past destroyed themscives because
i of it.

Remain within the Quranic concepts regarding the status of women.
Women have as much right over you as you have over them. Do not ignore their
rights.

(Glancing over the multitude of a hundred thousand, he addressed them
a question with reference to his heavy respowmsibilities) -- “What is vou yverdict
before Allah ?” --(The answer from the crowed came as one man) “You have

%\ communicated Al]ah’s Message and fulfilled your duty”.

“Be witness today then to the fact” he said “that I have completed the Deen for
vou and this great gift is the Deen of Islam.”
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HOW SECTARIANISM TOOK ROOT
BY
GHANI EIRARBIE

=
a

ﬁir;/u-('— Istant is reproducing an article “How Seeta riznism took root*
lh_\ Ghani  Eirabice courtesy  “DAWN" dated May 14, 1997 The
inrformation that he has provided abont Scetarianism and the Deeni
Mudaariv is an eye-opener and indeed g frightening warning to the
CNation. One ean, though, hardly believe that the VAFIOUS governments
!lhal have come and gone have been amd are today unaware of i, The
| question that arises is: What then is the probiem ?

|

|

| If seen from the psychological viewpoint, the problem lies in
[ particular mindset. There is such a thing as an unhappy existence (not *
Hiving™ )y and an unhappy childhood; an acute sense of insecurity; and all
this ending up in a hunger for power. This is a never ending situation; it
15 2 bottomless pit, never to be filled. In such a situation, the vested
interests and the ecelesiastical class are bound to come together. This is
how the status quo is maintained, and the common man kept in check,
unthinking and helpless. The classical example of this in the Quran js
tthe Pharaol + Qaroon + Hamaan combine. They have existed in all ages
{:lml climes. But then, TIME tells what happens to them, in spite of this
iuhty combine. This is the Nature’s Law of Retribution which the
[Ouran explains again and Again as a warning. Editor. Tolu-e-ilam. J

OLR ruling elite's indifference, over the years, to the demands of good
governunce, is primarily responsible for the mounting menace of seetarian violence,
Fhe new vear's ol of 80 Killed {in just four months) already exceeds the total for the
whole of Jast vear. But the blame cannot be laid at the door of any one political party,
tar in their preoccupation with quest for politico-economic power at all costs, hath the
People’s Parts and the Muslim League have pathetically failed to take any cognisance
o forces secking to undermine national unity or state sceurity.

\though General Ziaul Mag’s bid 0 carve out a constitwency for himsclf
Amang the conntry’s religious divines is the most to blame for stimulating the growth of
sectaranism. neither My Benazir Bhutto nor Mian Nawaz Sharif can eseape the
responsibility for letting the scourge take roots and gain strength. Both have been so
Irighiened of religious militants® potential for street agitation that they have studiousiy
avosded raising any questions about the use of the countless millions of zakat money
pouring o the eoffers of refigious “guilds® including those promoting sectarian rift,
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in the manner of our feudal aristoeracy, reward for their loyalty by the British
with massive fand holdings, cur ecclesiastical bigwigs. rewarded for their allegiance (o a
mllltarv dictator with massive allocations of zakat funds, have established comparable
“fiefs” of their own, in the shape of “deeni madrassas. " There is a startling similarity
hetween the two categories of ‘fiefs’: both ave rewards for loyalty to whoever be the
ruler at the tme and both serve as launching-pads for staking a claim to a share in
politico-economic power. The mutual collaboration of vested: interest is no surprise.

The ruling elite might deny collaboration, but it cannot deny connivance: and
this is shown by the stupendous increasc in the number of madrassas. The tally has
risen form 150 in 1957 to 5,500 in 1997; and of these over 100 deeni madrassas impart
military training ! The exact amount of zakat funds released to them is not known; it
runs into kundreds of millions of rupees - and there is no governmental audit. This is a
serious lapse: the failure to audit public funds is a grave dereliction of duty. Also highly
objectionable is the government’s failure to keep a tab on the syllabi, the curricula and
the faculty of the deeni madrassas: The onus for maintaining a close cheek on a
country’s cducation system restsguarely with the government. From .ﬂ‘l,‘ accounts
these madrassas are bechivesfof religious  obscurantism and are (l‘a!'h-d by
exceptionally bigoted teachers and the curricula does not go much beyond the teaching
of extremely orthodox versions of the Islamic faith; and in the process of umf.ulm;_
instruction in Islamic philosophy and “figa” no cffort is spared to instil in lhc young
impressionable minds the lore exclusively of the sect running the particular ins jtution.
Young men graduating out of such partisan iastitutions are so deeply steped i
sectarian prejudices that nothing subsequently suceceds in ridding them ol the avenom

and a very large number of these graduates are cnabled to defend their bias with
force of arms. which the madrassas train them in,

The madrasa education equips them essentially for two jobs aply-- as imam
masjid: and as devoted cadres of religious parties and paid employees of sectarian
outfits. The quest for the first results in the alumni endeavouring to multiply the
numbecer of mosques in each locality, to justify which mosques are dedicated to a variety
of feuding religious parties in street demonstrations; and as paid employees ob seetarian
outfits, they repay with the blood of the innocent targeted by the seetarian leaders.
Their post-gradoate training perfects llwm as professional kilters,

So fong as the so-called deeni madrassas continae to churn oat ever frock e
of religious fanatics who find employment only as sectarian gunmen, therve can be e

peace in the land. Therefore some of us have long been wrging the goscrmmon i
undertake a thorough review of the functioning cf all private educationab st a.
be they Fnglish-medivm school or deeni madrassas, probe their sonrces cbomcoms

both domeéstic and foreign-- examine their curricula. how lop-sided - and apprand thon
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faculty, how well or ill qualificd and above all assess their policy objectives-- what they
are seeking to achieve,.

By unfortunately, the suceessive regimes have felt unduly frightened at the
prospect of stirring up what they dread might be a hornet’s nest: and this has
preventéd them from dealing strongly with the breeding ground of sectarian activities
namely the deeni madrassas-- which has confronted us with the situation we face today.

The governments’ fears are not well founded. A succession of genceral elections
has exposed the hollowness of the clergy’s clout: the religious bloe which collectively
claimed to be the second largest party in the National Assembly in 1970, has gradually
been reduced to marginal existence in the 1997 poll3. Additionally, the great mass: of
common people do not share the fanatics’ aversion fo followers of other sects: the
sectarian kiilings of the innocent within the precincts of mosques and immambargahs
has disgusted them completely and they have begun to view such massacres not only as

~-un-Islamic but also unpatriotic.

The blame must be shared by our religious divines who have failed 1o drive
home the Quranic prohibition of sectarian conflict, as for instance, these two verses:
“As for those who divide their religion and break it up into sects, thou has no part, in
the least™ (06:159) or “*-- those who are divided among themselves after receiving clear
signals or fall into disputations for them there js drastic chastisement (03:105). With
God asking the Holy Prophet (PRBUH) to distance himself, from such mischicf makers.
who are threatened with ‘drastic chastiscment’ how dare the sectarian activists invoke
God’s nuure in the very act of flouting His edict ?

Likewise the sectarian fanatics have failed to explain what they kope to achiceve
with these stray killings. With the Sunnis numbering some 100 million and the Shias.
over 30 million in Pakistan. not evén an atom bomb can wipe off either community,
This leaves one with the nagging conclusion that the sectarian mullahs are not
motivated by any religious convictions or plausible logic; they are driven by secular
worldly considerations-- cither to build themselves up as leaders by exploiting the
‘people’s sentimental vulacrability or fill their coffers with ill-gotten wealth from native
amd forcien sourecs.

lﬁtﬁh charge is supported by ample evidence, They would be found to have
climbed up the ladder without achieving any scholarly distinction or rendering any
service o the people. The nation’s intelligence services are well aware of the sources
and vhe countries they are receiving funds from. The sudden opulenee of the sectarian
leaders speaks for itselt

Fhe job of exposing sectarian leaders as self seekers defying divine wishes on
the one hand and splitting the ummah on the other, ought to be handled primarily by
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e Mill Yakejehti Council. It should be specifically assigned the task of defusing
eccturian tension and skilfully projecting the Quranic ban on sectarian strife. This time
the government enjoying as it does a massive popular mandate must deal more sternly
with the Ulema, making it clear that any of them not pulling his full weight would have
4 price to pay-- which could include withdrawal of state-provided concessions and
fucilities and not the least denial of zakat funds for their deeni madrassas, whose
performance should be drastically reviewed in any case with immediate effect. The
werutiny of madrassa rolls should help our intelligence agencies to track down not only
(he assassins working for Sipah-i-Sahaba and Sipah-i-Mohammad but also alumni
pouring out sectarian venom from loudspeakers of mosques and imambargahs,
Actually the measures proposed include a regular monitoring of sermons from places of
worship and hauling up those found inflaming popular feelings. In fact, this should
have been initiated a long time back.

It is highly regrettable that governments tend to ignore the suggestions offered
in the Press. Some newspapers have been vigorously pleading over several vears the
need for modern methods of investigation. Police officers should be trained how to
infiltrate the sectarian outfits to identify, from within, their policy-makers, professional
killers and projected victims. Last week the federal cabinet belatedly started discussing
the idea as if it were a new revelation. In any case waiting for fresh legislation is ill-
advised.

The government has also much to answer for its alleged failure to act on the
report of late SSP Gujranwala It is believed that during his stay at Mulgan, the
sesourceful police officer traced out a hideout of a Sipah-i-Sahaba and recoveréd not
only a score of wireless sets and scanners and bugging devices but also a tell-tale diary,
foreign currency and credit cards and above all a “hit list”. The authorities failure to
grab the named criminals in time, may yet claim many more lives.

/



