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Tolu-e-Islam 79 Tulu 1693

By submitting to “Allah’s Laws™ we come under the process of “cause and effect”,
the inexorable and unchangeable universal laws which Allah, the Creator, has
self-imposed upon Himself. The movement in the universe and the development
and integration of the human “self” depends upon them. A human has a unique
position in this respect. He begins to function only when he himself takes the
initiative and harmonises himself with the Laws of Allah. The results ensue in
proportion to the effort he puts in. There is no Divine intervention, for there are no
favourites and no bias in Divinity,. Intervention of any kind also implies violation
of His own Laws and withholding of human free will. Such a behaviour could be
a human failing, a human imperfection, but it does not behove Divinity. Seeing in
this context, what Imran Khan achieved in the game of cricket was neither chance
nor “Allah's Will”, but “Allah’s Laws” in all its ramifications, including emotional
and psychological factors, a sheer matter of cause and effect.

Now, regarding “dual functions of a Muslim™, Imran Khan says, “One
towards God and the other towards fellow human beings”. (If this 1s not
Secularism, what is 1) He has drawn this conclusion from the statement “Those
who believe and do good deeds”. I do not sec any connections between this
statement and dualism. The Quranic position is absolute “Unity of Law™
(monotheism). Duality of law would mean chaos in the universe. Hence,
obedience to Allah's Laws is in fact service to humanity. Allah does not need our
‘services. It is we, the humans, who need His laws. If “Namaz~, “Roza”, “Haj”
and “Zakat” are considered as such they are institutions in the service of the
human race designed by Allah. “Namaz® gives humans dignity, pride and
freedom, when he can walk on this earth without fearing another human being:
“Roza” or rather “Som” gives him a base and a programme for a national army in
place of a standing army; «7qkat” is the foundation of an economic system where
every individual receives his basic needs as a birth-right; and “Haj " is a gathering
which makes all this possible not just for Muslims, but the whole human race. S0
we see, that what is considered as functions towards God, are in reality functions
towards humanity. Duality in life is fatal. Imran Khan himself, has decried the
“imbalance between the body and soul” when criticising the West. “Dual
functions”, | am afraid, creates a similar imbalance. Tt is this split in our own
lives in Pakistan that has made a mess of everything. To be a “Namazi~ and
“Haji” is one thing, to be a politician and a businessman is quite another, and we
have chaos all around.

It so happens that both “Allah’s Will” and “Dual functions™ are traditional
concepts inherited from a decadent past. It would be a good idea for Imran Khan
to give more thought to these 1ssues. These are the weak points in an otherwise
readable article. ‘
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A FEED BACK

*
TO \SLAM THE ONLY WA\"i BY IMRAN KHAN

Miss Shamim Anwar

in the Tolu-e-lslam issue of the month of May. 1995, 1 came across an article

“1slam the only Wway" by tmrah Khan. ltis 2 good thing that he has appealed to the

westernized grovp of Pakistan 10 study Istam, because MY contention all along bas also

been that the educated class and the ‘ntellectuals have lost the battle by default by
surrendering the Quran 10 the clergy who have their own axes to grind by monopolizing
this area of research. This has serious repercussions.on the Quranic revolution jaunched
by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, Igbal and Jinnab. This revolution would also have golved the
issue of the * hrown sahib” which piques Jmran Khan ever so much, for research has
revealed that such complexes are the patural sequences to the imperialistic dominance

- and enslavement syndrome. But what 1s 10 he remembered in this human phenomenon 1s
that it s the fall and decadence of a particular group that inviies @ conqueror. It is
against this decadence that the Quran warns again and again  1est another people take
their place who would not be like them.” However ugly and cruel this gituation may be
,as @ student of history it has dawned upon me that had it not heen for this ~another
people” the human specie would have been © tinct by DOW. This “another people”
shakes them. atbeit pa'mfully, out of their somnabulance.

Actually, a 1ot could be researched and written on various 18sues raised by lmran
Khan. But my purpose i not to 4iscuss them. for he has {aken a lot in his sweep. MY
concerns are two 138ues where he has _stumblc& namely, Allah's wilre and “dual
functions of 3 Mustim” 1 would very priefly like to rackle these tWO - ssues, according 10
what 1 have come to understand is the Quranic view.

In the world of coneepts and human communication, words are very important.
Twisting the meaning of words while retaining the form makes all the difference. Hence
one must be very careful in the choice of words. A whole world view can be changed
and distorted. Great revolutions, inchuding that of the Quran, have been thwarted by this
method. 11 Jmran Khan's article the term “Allah's will” is significant. The word “Will™
in every day gsage denotes emotional fluctuations, indiscriminate change of opinions
and decisions unpredictabihty, irrationality and unscientific approach (owards fife.
These meanings Were attributed 10 the hehavior of Baghdadi Khalifahs and the Kings
and Shahs who followed them- n the course of time. this image was stamped on to
Allah, causing jmmense damage to Muslim way of life. Now, if we replace the word

~will” with “law’” as the Quran enjoins 1, the whole perspect'we changes.



