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Tolu-e-Islam 1 June 2007

INSHAALLAH-It is a team effort.

By
A. Rashid Samnakay, Australia

Dear Uzminah and Abid-

| am sorry too. On the basis that we have a certain empathy with
Pakistan, | share yours and your generation’s disappointment regarding
Pakistan’s cricket team’s behavior and performance at the World Cup
and the Coach's death! Truly it was heart wrenching. But many experts
would say that they could see the whole thing coming years ago except
for Pakistan Cricket Board.

Your reading of the media is absolutely correct. This over-the-top
display of religiosity in every aspect of its life is nothing more than
numaaish- advertisement of their false piety. Alas! Piety and good
character are as different as chalk and cheese.

God-consciousness is the prerequisite for ones interaction with God’s
creation, particularly with human beings. One’s every thought is
supposed to be tinged with the desire that every action will result in
‘good’-salaah and Character is that positive trait which makes one act
in the ‘best interest’ - flaah. of every body concerned, including oneself.

Being god-conscious, one is aware of the requirement that Quran,
which the pious people proclaim to be adhering to, abhors
advertisement and self—promotion 107-6, that is numaaish.

To give one example of this, to begin an interview by the Captain with
Western media with Arabic incantations and that too in Jamaica, where
no body would have understood what it all meant, to them it must have
appeared very comical.

God-conscious persons have this consciousness written on their heart
and modesty and humility, which forms part of ones character,
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demands that they keep it lodged there. Where as the numaaish- the
display, is akin to wearing an Allah-medallion on bare breast.

Sports is entertainment, health promotion, instilling discipline, social
interaction, team building and in modern times a venue of National
pride and its projection. Wealth generation for the nation and individual
players is now a major aspect of international sports. For all this to be
‘good’ and produce fruitful reaction, a solid good character is an
essential requirement. We have seen how even overt piety of some did
not protect them from the temptation of big money- although they
blamed the poor satan- and now not many of their fans remember
them.

If ever there was an example of what happens to a nation when its
paradigm shifts from amilus-saalihaat based on amal-action, to
religious bigotry and window dressing, then today’s Pakistan’s cricket
team is a prime example! Ever since this hypocrisy has crept in, the
focus on ‘task ahead’ is lost. ‘Praying’ for victory has taken over
‘Playing’ for victory and the result is obvious for all to see! One hopes
the nation of Pakistan learns from the demise of its cricket team.

One wonders, what ever has happened to the Pakistan Hockey and
Squash sport, which along with Cricket years ago had made Pakistan a
name to be taken with awe and respect! Alas! No more.

It is a case of :

Suraiya sey zameen par aasman ney hum ko dey maaraa --Quran tells
us that-

“....God has promised ‘good’ to those who strive and struggle. HE
distinguished them by a special reward, above those who sit on
their haunches (that is take no action), 4-95”.

My dear children, don’t be disheartened for there might yet be a silver
lining round the dark clouds!

Pass on our love to all at home.
Dadajan

DA DAL DL DL DL DA




