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INTERCESSION:

What Is The Right Concept?
By
Bashir Abid

INTERCESSION - dictionary meanings are: i) Mediation ii) Prayer or petition
in favour of another. INTERCEDE: To act between parties with a view to
reconciling differences. Arabic tri-literal root of this word is: (sheen - fa - ain) -
shafa'a; to double something; to attach, add something with another; pairing
of things; either part of a pair; even numbers (opposite of this is watter).
Raghib Asphahani in Mufredaat wrote: Al shafa'at is to accompany someone
with a view to take care and help him. In Islamic Jurisprudence Shuffa'h
means: A special right of purchasing a property whereby a person can own it
at market price. Ain al shaafeh - eyes which due to weakness or disease see
the things double (double vision). Naagah al shaafeh - a she camel with two
babies; one accompanying her and the other in the womb (yet to born).
Naagah al shafooh - a she camel who let the entire milk in one milking
instead of twice a day. Al shafa'ai - different kinds of grasses which grow
together in pairs (Taj ul A'roos). Al shaa't al shaafeh - a goat accompanied
along with her baby (Ibn Faris).

It becomes clear from these definitions and examples that basic
meaning of INTERCESSION (Shafa'at) is to act jointly and to look after each
others interests. Nepotism or undeserved favoritism (Sifaarish or Wasta or
Waseela) is its corrupted meanings which has been adopted and spread by
characterless persons.

The main goal of Quran is to establish a socio-economic system which
satisfy man's needs and develop his human potentials. For this purpose,
Quran advocates a system of collective living rather than individualism
because the development of human potential, the character building, and the
satisfaction of man's needs could be achieved only in an healthy and stable
society. A social system which promotes or encourages selfishness, greed
and exploitation of fellow human beings; and where the individual interests
prevails over the collective interests; and where the haves do not care for the
haves not; in that system, in spite, of all progress, developments and
abundances, the human potentials remain suppressed and the human needs
remain unsatisfied. Such a social system produce corrupt and character less
individuals and creates severe imbalances in all spheres of the society.
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Accordingly, in a Muslim society (that follows the Quranic Values
System) every individual is an INTERCESSOR - (shafeeh), in the sense that
they look after each other's affairs and protect each other's interests. They
show friendly regards, make every effort on each other's behalf to achieve the
objectives and are kind among themselves graciously. Similarly, The Chief
Executive of an Islamic State (The Ruler) is INTERCESSOR of his fellow-
citizen. His primary responsibility is to ensure protection for every citizen and
not to let any of his subjects to feel lonesome and neglected in respect of his
individual rights and basic needs.

This sort of INTERCESSION among the Muslims is not limited to
themselves but extends to other nations also because their commitment with
God is to make His System of Economy (Rububiut al a'limeeni) successful
and useful for the whole of humankind. For this purpose they are enjoined to
cooperate with other nations in all works which are carried out according to
divine laws for the welfare, peace, stability and strength of mankind (Bir wal
Taqwa). On the contrary, they are prohibited not to cooperate with those who
acts against the interests of humankind and make plans which create division,
rifts and disunity among the people and sap their energies and vigor and
leave them unsubstantial (Ithm wal A'dwan). Accordingly, Quran says: "Mann
Yashf'a Shafa'atan Hassanatan.... Whoever help and support a good cause,
he shares in all its credit and in its eventual victory - Wa Mann Yashf'a
Shafa'atan Sayie'atan... And whoever supports a bad cause he shares in its
evil consequences... (4:85).

This is Quranic concept of INTERCESSION. Now, compare this with
the traditional concept. It is believed that on the Day of Judgement, after
hearing and looking into everybodys' record, God will sentence the criminals
and the sinners to hell. Then, the pious and the holy men, particularly the
prophets (and from among them Prophet Mohammed in particular) would
come forward for the defence of these criminals and request general
amnesty. God will pardon them on the request of these holy and pious men
and send these criminals from hell to heaven. They call it INTERCESSION.

Obviously, this concept of INTERCESSION is not meant in the Quran
rather it demolishes the whole edifice of Islam which is firmly established on
the principle of accountability. Quran says: "Fa Mann Ya'mal Misqala Zarratin
KhairanYara ho. Wa Mann Ya'mal Misqgala Zarratin Sharran Yara ho...
(meaning) On the day of judgment everyone will be shown the exact import of
everything that they had thought, said or done in this life of probation,
however they may have concealed or misinterpreted it in this life. Everything
will be considered in taking the account and the account will convince the
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persons concerned themselves. It will be done openly and convincingly: they
"shall see it". (99:7-8).

It seems that this concept of INTERCESSION (patronage of the
criminals) is originated during the era of despot kings when the Quranic
Values System was put aside and the principles of fairness, justice and
accountability were ignored. Influential men in the royal courts used to
intercede to protect the criminals. Quran calls it - (Shafa'atan Syie'stan) -
supporting a bad cause or an evil person. Moreover, this concept might have
got strength from the concept of Atonement (Kuffara) in Christianity.
According to this concept Lord Jesus (as) would intercede for all sinners
among his believers on the Day of Judgement. It was a strong argument with
Christians to show their superiority over the Muslims. Therefore, it might have
inspired the Muslims to contrive similar beliefs about Nabi Mohammed (pbuh).
They concocted such stories (Hadith) that on the Day of Judgement when
God shall sentence the sinners to Hell Nabi Mohammed (pbuh) will fall down
in prostration before God and will not raise head until He forgives all the
sinners and send them to heaven. These falsehoods might have given some
sort of superiority to Muslims over the Christians but at the same time these
proved very fatal to Islam which is firmly founded on the principles of
accountability. All The Ahadith regarding INTERCESSION attributed to the
Nabi (pbuh) are false and, in fact, did great harm to Muslims' morality. Quran
does not advocate such INTERCESSION. It states explicitly: "On the Day of
Judgement none shall avail another, nor shall INTERCESSION be accepted,
nor shall COMPENSATION be taken, nor shall be anyone helped" (2:48). In
other words, Quran strictly warns: Be on your guard; do not think that special
favours exempt you from the personal responsibility of each soul.

In order to prove their standpoint, the believers in INTERCESSION
also quote some verses from Quran. For example, in verse 2:255 it is stated:
"....who is there can intercede in His presence except as He permits...."They
conclude that God in His Wisdom and Plan may grade His creatures and give
one superiority over another. Then by His Will and permission such a one
may intercede or help. Nabi Mohammed would intercede for the Muslims by
the will and permission of God.

This conclusion is absolutely wrong.

In the same verse, it is stated: "....His are all things in the heavens and
on earth...." -(2:255), How can then any creature stand before Him as of right,
and claim to intercede for a fellow-creature? In the first place, both are His,
and He cares as much for one as for the other. In the second place both are
dependent on His Will and Command which He never changes (eternal and
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immutable). God’s knowledge is absolute, and is not conditioned by Time or
Space. Moreover, this conclusion is basically against the principle of fairness,
justice and accountability which is continuously repeated throughout the
Quran. If we believe in INTERCESSION as much as we believe in
ACCOUNTABILITY then it will be a manifest contradiction which mislead the
reader to think of Quran (ma'az Allah) as a book of contradictory beliefs. For
example, in the preceding verse (quoted above) Quran says: "O ye who
believe! spend out the bounties We have provided for you, before the Day
comes when no bargaining will avail, nor friendship, nor INTERCESSION...." -
(2:254). And, then in the subsequent verse it says: "....\Who is there who can
intercede in His presence except as He permits..." - (2:255). If we take this
meaning of the verse that one can intercede with the permission of God and
his intercession will be accepted then these verses clearly contradict each
other.

The question arises, then what is the correct meaning of this and the
other similar verses? Actually, our thoughts and actions produce results
simultaneously but often we cannot see or perceive them until these get
matured and become visible. There is a well measured period for the maturity
of each act to produce visible results. For some of our acts, this period is so
short that we can see the results in our life time but for the others, it is so long
that in order to see the results we have to wait till the Final Day. In order to
understand it in a better way, we can classify the phenomena of human
activities into concrete realities and abstract realities. Former, we face in our
life span and the latter, we will face in the hereafter. In other words, there is a
built-in system of reward and punishment in the Divine Laws. God does not
need help or advocacy of anyone whosoever.

Quran has explained the process of reward and punishment
figuratively so that human mind can grasp it easily. Regarding the Day of
Judgement, it presents somewhat similar scenario as we often see in our
judicial courts. For example, we see the criminals are being brought to the
court and then follows the proceedings. The judges, the lawyers, the
witnesses, and the police, all are present there and listen to the hearing and
judgements. Similarly, Quran says: "And behold! ye come to us bare and
alone........ We see not with you, your intercessors....(6:95) ; " And there will
come forth every person: with each will be a person (just like a policeman) to
drive and a person to bear witness" -(50:21). These persons, who will bear
witness, will not come along with the person by themselves but will be called
and given permission to bear witness. In fact, they (the witnesses) are called
INTERCESSORS and they are the one who are mentioned in verse 2:255
and other similar verses: "mann zalazee yashfa'a ho illah beh izneh - who can
stand with the others against His will or without His permission"”.
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These INTERCESSORS, among others, will also include Messengers
about whom Quran says: "One day will God gather the Messengers together,
and will ask: 'what was the response you received (from men to your
teachings)?."....(5:112). Similarly, Angels (malaika) will also be asked: "The
day that the Spirit and the Angel (malaika) will stand forth in ranks, none shall
speak except any who is permitted by God and he will say what is right." -
(78:38). In these verses, therefore, the Witness (Shahid) means the
Intercessor (Shafeeh). Because, to bear witness in one favour is a great help
to him. This meaning is also supported in verse 43:86: "And those whom they
invoke besides God have no power of INTERCESSION. - only he who bears
witness (Shahid) to the truth, and they know him. "In other words,
INTERCESSION means to bear true Witness.

Traditional meaning of INTERCESSION are misleading. Quran did not
use the word ' INTERCESSOR ' - (Shafeeh) - for Nabi Mohammed (pbuh). It
uses the word 'WITNESS' - (Shahid) for him (16:89). Quran repeatedly warns
those who believe in INTERCESSION. It states: "Then will no Intercession of
(any) Intercessors profit them."-(74:48). And again,....." No intimate friend nor
Intercessor will the wrong doers have, who could be listened to." - (40:18).
And again, "...Every person draws the meed of his acts on none but himself,
and no bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another.... (6:164). Heaven
is not for those who look for Intercessors to help them enter it. Heaven is for
those who earn it by their righteous deeds. This fact is stated in the Quran in
these words, " ....Behold! this is your Heaven! You have been made its
inheritors for your deeds."- (7:43).

Such beliefs (traditional) in INTERCESSION are held by those nations
who have lost the will and energy to work hard. They have become idle and
inert and look for easy means and short cuts to success. Could you imagine,
how easy it is to get Paradise through INTERCESSION? You are simply
required to profess in the Nubawwat of Mohammed (pbuh) or Jesus (as) - if
you are a Christian! or Moses (as) - if you are a Jew! or to revere any holy
and pious man - if you are a Mushrik! Quran states that when the Jews
suffered downfall and lost their noble values, they started to believe in similar
INTERCESSION as we find among the Muslims today. They believed: "The
Fire shall not touch us but for a few numbered days.... (2:80). In reply, Quran
said: "Ask them; Have you taken a promise from God? and then answered
itself that tell them this is a wrong belief. God's Law, in this regard is: "Those
who do wrongs they shall go to hell and those who do righteousness they
shall go to heaven" - (2:82-83). It is an immutable moral law with no
exception.

It becomes quite clear from the above discussion: i) In this world,
INTERCESSION is to stand with someone in order to help, advocate, and
support him. If this support is for good cause, the intercessor will get good
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reward and if it is for a bad cause he too, will share a part of the punishment
along with the criminal. ii) In the hereafter, the concept of intercession is
stated figuratively. It is like witnesses which are often called upon in judicial
courts. In reality, God does not need advocacy of anyone whosoever. iii) To
intercede for criminals or to favour someone undeservedly is against the
teachings of Quran. Therefore, this sort of belief in INTERCESSION is not
right. We should not rely upon any power or person other than God to help us
or intercede for us. No one has more power and intelligence than God.

Quran says: "What! Do they take intercessors others besides God?
Say: "Even if they have no power whatever and no intelligence?" - (39:43).
Say: "To God belongs exclusively all sort of INTERCESSION".... (39:44). He
Grants this right to those who follow Him in Quran.

God Says: "One Day We shall raise from all people a Witness
(Shahid): Then, there will be no permission for unbelievers nor they will
receive any favour."-(16:84).

Wa Ma Aa'laina lllalbalagh

NB: Most humbly, | dedicate this article to my honorable teacher (late) Allama
Ghulam Ahmed Parwez - (1903-1985). In fact, this article is based on his
interpretation of Intercession in his highly acclaimed and scholarly work:
LUGHAT-UL-QURAN. (in Urdu language).

kkkkkkkkhkhhkkk
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LAW OF THE JUNGLE (Part Ill)
B
Aboo Bair Rana

In a nutshell the former arguments were, when Satan is surrounded by
the forces of nature to surrender, he says to God Almighty, “My Lord, who am
| to disobey!” (Quran: chapter 15, verse 39). In other words, he is
condescendingly taking the responsibility of the mistake, when he admits in
the Quran, that he has committed a mistake in disobeying the command of
God, when it was mandatory for him to prostrate before Adam. At the same
time, Satan does not want to take the responsibility of the mistake upon
himself. In order to prove that he is correct in his reasoning, and when he has
no further reasons left to advance in his case, he finally asks permission from
God, for more-time, so that he can prove to God that it is He, who is hiding
His true intentions. Satan has doubts about the intentions of God. Instead of
having the courage to accept his defeat, he wants to prove to God that he,
indeed, has the power to destroy the world of these Human creatures. In the
process of time, Satan’s intentions are, this universe ultimately, will not be
man-made in accordance with God’s scientific laws, rather he wants it to be
Satan made, in spite of the fact, Satan has begged for more time, from God,
to regain his lost worth. His demand from God Almighty appears to be
meaning,

Z.T,.J_/ftﬁs}vﬁy%;;

(Satan begs from God, “At least, till the Last Moment, let me feast myself in
this awesome universe that Thou hast created!)

Satan has also threatened, “Just watch now, what | do to Your new
creation” (Chapter Al-Hijr: verse 39). Apart from the damage and sufferings
that humankind has to endure, these words of Satan are, in fact, a threat to
God. The purpose of Humankind on earth is not to finish Satan, but to make
him prostrate; as God had created Adam above the status of Satan. When we
think carefully, by threatening to destroy the plan of God, Satan is in fact,
challenging God. The discrepancy in our understanding of this issue is, we
human beings, are underestimating the nefarious designs of Satan. That is
why all our good deeds end in frustration, and all human efforts are proving
futile, as far as our characters and sacrifices are concerned. By distorting the
essential meanings of the words of God Almighty, that are in the Quran,
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Satanic minds are changing our lives. Instead of understanding the worth and
value of God’s programme, we waste our lives in the service of Satanic
forces, by misunderstanding and misinterpretating God’s words. Behind the
facade of Islam, Satan is working his way and exploiting mankind, by
changing the meanings of Divine words. For example in the Quran, the word
Haram means, forbidden, restricted or prohibited. But we are being told that
Baytil harami or Baytul-muharami, the second name of Ka’aba, means the
sacred house. But outside of Arabia, the city of Jerusalem, is being called
Baytul-Mugaddus, which in fact does mean, the sacred house. None of us
bothers to know, why the difference in these titles? The Ka’aba, which is
meant to ultimately become the centre of all humankind, must not be
restricted or prohibited. So why is it being called Baytul Muharrami?

Space prohibits me here; otherwise | can quote several vital terms of
the Quran, whose meanings, just to suit our interests, have been completely
changed. Quran was revealed for the benefit of uniting Humankind as one
family and to finish human exploitation. Every Muslim is striving day in and
day out to abide by the words of God because he fears the wrath of God. And
yet, Muslims are, we must admit, daggers drawn against each other. Every
Muslim nation, culture and in every Muslim family, we are exploiting each
other, mentally, morally, materially or time wise, in the cloak and dagger
games that we play. Unless we don’t accept this situation we will never
progress. The main cause, why Muslims of today are being chased is,
because we only pay lip service to Islam. The very Islamic laws, that once
changed an illiterate group of Arabs and built an Islamic empire, in the words
of a western writer, from ‘Cordoba to Multan,” the meanings of the same laws
of Islam have now been changed, by our adversaries, to suit their own
interests. Our adversaries are much more well versed about Islam, than the
Muslims who preach in the public gatherings and print religious material. That
is why Muslims are letting themselves being used all over the world.

We, the so-called Muslims do not care about humanity at all, we will
engage in all kinds of researches in various fields of science, hardly are we
serious, when it comes to matters concerning this creation, called Man, for
which this whole universe has been made. That was why, one true Mujahid in
the making years of Pakistan had said,

L S o

These words electrified and resonated like thunder in the hearts of
each and every member, of the then one and only Muslim League. Please
ask any old person, if there is any left, who belonged to the original Muslim
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League. He may be able to narrate and tell you, better than me, under what
circumstances and how did Pakistan happen to emerge on the map of this
world. Yes, we believe, there was one honest heart that was leading the
Muslim League, but we must also believe, there were other honest Muslims
also who followed and believed honestly in their honest leader. In the present
times, the common individual does not know who to trust. When “honesty is
the best policy” is converted into “honesty is the best principle,” gentle hearts,
then evil forces have to surrender. As nobody was exploiting, hence nobody
felt exploited. Every Muslim cared for each other. Their hearts were beating in
unison, every day and every moment in those days. Now we are being told
that times have changed. As if the elephants have started laying eggs. Times
have not changed, it is our intentions and motives that have changed. The
materialistic concept of life is our heartbeat now instead of the Islamic
ideology, which was the heartbeat of the founders of Pakistan. In the words of
ParwezR

“It is because of the materialistic concept of life that lawlessness is on
the rise in the advanced nations of the world. To control the increasing
crimes, their administrators have no other option left but to recruit more
policemen. Consequently, a marathon has started between increasing crimes
and increasing the number of policemen. It is not practically possible to
appoint one policeman on top of every citizen; therefore the control of crime
rate has become preposterous. Under these circumstances, however we
think, every political government or party will think of policies for its own
survival. This is the natural end product of the materialistic concept of life that
is the foundation stone of the western culture.” (Tolu-e-Islam, January 1983)

The question that haunts every thinking mind is, how can anyone grow
up normally in an abnormal system? This is the question which comes to my
mind, every time | begin to read the words of the Quran. Natural growth can
only take shape in a natural system. Gentle hearts, to have a natural culture
there are natural laws given to humankind in the Quran. If only our
administrators care to think carefully on its words. The Quran clearly tells the
condition of hypocrites, in Chapter 2, verse10:

- B

L}u‘ﬂ‘,_d‘n_g.'lj ! iu 8

(They do not have clear intentions, because of which their “hearts are
diseased”)

And the hearts become diseased when the thoughts are ambiguous
and confused. In the same verse, the Quran further explains to us, why they
do not have clear intentions. They cannot decide because they suffer from
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Nafus (identity) crisis in themselves. In psychological terms it is known as a
split personality. And yet, in other chapters of Quran, we are further told of the
three basic kinds of Naf'oos (identities) in every person. One is called Nafus e
Ammaa’ra, the second is called Nafus e Lu’aama and the third is Nafus e
Mut'ma’ina. It is the conflict of these three basic identities that keeps the
person in torture and we become victims of split personalities. This is the root
cause why the hearts are diseased. In order to purify our hearts, Islam gives
us a system of laws, that gives the message of Toheed (Unity) in the Qur’an.
It is only by implementing the laws of the Quran, we create an Islamic
environment that guarantees peace within ourselves to safeguard the growth
of the ‘self’ that is within each of us.

Nowadays almost everyone, takes these frustrations and mental
conflicts as just another fact of life and sleep over them. Consequently, we
are transforming our world into a jungle of grown up children. Anyone, who
speaks against the exploitation in the system, is considered an odd one and a
stranger, and is made the target of ridicule. That individual is gagged, tortured
and humiliated, by the majority, until we hear no more of that voice. But why
should anyone bother? Preachers of all religions tell us a very simple answer,
“‘Don’t think! Just leave it to God!”

All books that are being written, all literature in the form of periodicals,
newspapers, magazines, and in the overwhelming majority of cold print, the
theme is about ‘power’ in one way or the other. Even in the religious literature
and propaganda, they hardly talk of God’s disciplines that will bring peace
and harmony among us. It is about God’s kingdom and rule. The words of
kingdom, rule, power, luxury, strength and their synonyms actually incite
passions, towards dominating each other, instead of encouraging
compassion, harmony and reason in the general public. Though kingdom it is
that God promises, but that kingdom means peace and discipline among the
Muslims. Not roaring and shouting at each other, for God’s sake. Kingdom is
not the ultimate charm that one ought to seek from this life on earth. It is the
beauty of balance, peace and harmony, which Quran teaches, and that ought
to be the focus of our thoughts.

Muhammad®BY" was not searching for power in the cave of Hira, it was
his quest for “The Truth.” The profundity and depth of Messengers’ thoughts
were focused in searching for the root causes that were degrading human
worth. What the Messenger observed in his environment was that human
dignity was being butchered by human beings themselves. The honour of the
Arabs was not in their deeds; it was rather in their material wealth. Life was
negating life. Life was dominating life. Life was ruling life. Life was deceiving
life. Life was humiliating life. Life was using life. In the Arab culture, women
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were being used, children were being buried alive. Every person was either
using the other or was being used by the other. Life was exploiting life. This
could not be justice, something was wrong somewhere. These seem to be the
thoughts of the Messenger. As he quietly watched all this, he kept wondering,
why?

Someday in the future, when we will accomplish the precise definition
of ‘growth of life,” it shall then be distinguished, whether we are using each
other or are we naturally helping each other in our daily activities. If we can
substitute, in actuality, the term “power” with that of “balance,” explicitly or
implicitly, we may possibly achieve our goal towards a peaceful world. For
example, while reading a penetrating study of Islam, it would be relevant here
to share with you a small paragraph of the book. The author writes:

“If one truth of earthly Islam is that its programme worked for a time
well, another is that it was only for a time. As others of man’s civilizations
have done across the centuries, the Arab civilization rose, flourished for a
period — and then declined. The fall of Baghdad in 1258 marks the formal end
of the once tremendously successful Arab empire. The Mongol invasions that
that fall epitomizes certainly dealt the Arab a devastating blow. Many millions
were Killed; whole areas were laid utterly waste; and political rule in the centre
of the Muslim world passed into the hands of barbarian infidels. Yet the date
is buta symbol.............. ” (Islam in Modern History, page 40).

The whole paragraph actually reeks of “power” and stinks with dead
bodies and wastelands. Yet nowhere, has the author used the word “power.”
It is not only him, one reason that | refrained from using his name; it is all of
us gentlemen, who are guilty, in this human jungle. Satanic forces are
spinning all of us on a stampede. Or just like the floods, which do not ask if
you are an innocent tourist or a local inhabitant of that area. Why the house of
the virtuous is not spared by the flood waters? These are the kind of real
questions, which we ought to be investigating. Why God lets it happen in such
a manner, when He has promised that our good deeds shall be rewarded? It
only means those deeds that we deem good, in reality do not come up to the
standards of universal goodness. We judge good deeds by our own
standards, without giving a thought whether those standards have any
rational base or not. In our present times, everything is relative. Those of us,
who ardently desire to live our lives in peace and tranquility, will have to
explore and investigate the root causes of our misfortunes and misgivings. Or
else be prepared to face the consequences and remain in suffering. The
freedom to choose our ways in life is ours. Like every train needs tracks to
run safely, our brain needs those tracks of laws to grow and flourish in this
world in a peaceful manner. Gentlemen, as Muslims, we don’t need to be
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flattered, in our times of crises, or reminded of our glorious past. What is
urgently needed in our situation, are sound minds which can think in a
balanced way. The same author further writes,

“In addition to quickly attaining political and economical mastery,
Muslim society carried forward into new accomplishments both art and
science. Its armies won battles, its decrees were obeyed, its letters of credit
were honoured, its architecture was magnificent, its poetry charming, its
scholarship imposing, its mathematics bold, its technology effective.”

“The achievement of Muslims was that they welded these into a
homogeneous way of life........... The centre of this unifying force was Islamic
law...... The law gave unity to Islamic society, from Cordoba to Multan.”

In the same book, while analyzing the situation of Pakistan’s birth, he
further writes, “Delays in deciding issues at the Islamic level, obstacles thrust
up by religious implications, claims put forward in the interests of Islam — all
these could not stop the inexorable march of this massive reality. They could
not even hide it; they seemed rather to render it starker........The imperious
need to make Pakistan survive overshadowed at first all question of giving it
this or that form, of selecting shape for its destiny. This need for survival
continued to be important, if not actually dominant. As the first wild months
were mastered and the new dominion rose to its feet, from the bludgeonings
of its inauspicious inauguration, it began slowly to cast about for guidance
and to consider where it wished to go.....Yet one may imagine that it will be
some while yet before our relentless modern world allows such a nation the
luxury of choosing, or even of thinking to choose, its course very freely. (Ibid.,
page 220-221)

The acumen, insight and scholarship of this professor, is indeed
admirable, on Islam. If Islamic Law, which he has confirmed, has the
ingenious to unite human beings, in a homogenous way of life, from ‘Cordoba
to Multan’ then what is holding him from becoming a Muslim. Perhaps the
respected professor does not want to live a homogeneous way of life. Or it
appears, all that he could find in today’s Islam were contradictory
interpretations, devoid of any sensible Islamic Law. He is, therefore, more
inclined towards the life of power. One element is very clear of which he is
certainly correct and aware; the force behind the unity of Muslims was the
‘Islamic Law.’ Instead of writing, ‘the centre of this unifying force was Islamic
Law,’ he could also have written:

‘the balance in the unity was the Islamic Law.”

But force and power attracts all of us these days. Gentlemen, as |
mentioned before, we do not seem attracted in our lives towards harmony
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and beauty in balance. What attracts, excites and motivates our dumb brains
is, “Power.” Power it is that makes one superior, which is what Satan claimed
itself to be; when he wanted to be superior to Adam. If we can somehow
extract, for our future generations, the beauty of law and order in our lives
instead of power, | am confident that it will bring more peace and harmony in
their lives, the peace for which we are lisping and endeavouring in vain. Lack
of peace is making us desperate to get out of this jungle of our superstitious
logic.

The “worship” idea in the Arab culture and in the world at large today,
is not letting us focus our attention on the world of ideas and values. They tell
us, that ideas are only philosophy. Meaning, in other words that philosophy
has nothing to do with practical living. The Islamic reality that is being
indoctrinated into the young minds, does not synchronize with the practical
realities which they encounter in their mundane careers. The seeds of doubt
implanted in our early life are immensely heavy to uproot in later life. Yet,
what are we doing about it? As mentioned before, instead of trying to get to
the root of the problem, we target the person, who speaks about exploitation
and gag him for life. Gentlemen, let me talk about so called Muslims of
Pakistan first, having born here, this is the place | am more familiar with. Can
anyone please tell me of one college or university, which is fighting tooth and
nail, sincerely and practically involved, to bring Islamic rule in this country? |
am not talking now about religious preachers. What | mean are those
scholars who truly believe Islam as the only natural and scientific system that
ought to be established for the well being of all humankind.

Islamic system is a far off story, we cannot even keep our
commitments with each other in this country, because of which the army has
to intervene, in order to re-establish the law and order in this devastating
situation. When the Muslim civilians, become fanatically reluctant to give
interest on their money on the one hand, but are lavishly giving bribes on the
other hand, then Islam begins to loose its worth in the jungle. It is a strange
paradox that one has to sing praises of his black hearted muslim brother,
even if he takes away his daily bread and butter. Or salute the slow killer, who
makes one work till his bones begin to ache. When civilians begin to misuse
the power of guns, then it is time to give a chance to those, who are trained to
use guns. Educated and disciplined killers are always far better than serious,
ignorant killers. But the best of all systems is one that does not generate
killers. These killings can only be abolished, when we organize ourselves with
honest hearts, and strengthen our resolves to eradicate exploitation in every
form. Even if a fraction of the amount, which the various religious or
humanitarian organizations collect from the public, is spent on research of
revising our Islamic jurisprudence, that will make the dictates of Quran, as the
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first priority of our lives, provide answers to the practical problems of an
average citizen. It is only then, our future generations will be able to breathe
fresh air.
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(In order to recreate a lively world, we need lively minds; Killing and mud
slinging will never make lively nations)

Worse than that is the predicament, of the so-called liberal Muslims.
They are being taught that life of Mohammed (PBUH) is a role model for all
Muslims. If the Messenger’s life is an example for men, then we need to
know, who must the women follow? Yet the Muslims boast, though very
correctly so, it was Islam that raised the status of women equal to men. It is
not the physical form of the messenger, a Muslim has to follow, it is the
message that he brought of human rights, in our mundane matters. Gentle
hearts, the inherent need is for a natural and true Islamic constitution, in order
to implement Islamic principles in Pakistan. Shouting slogans, and breaking
public laws only leads to jungle life; we will never ever by these methods, be
able to build a civilized nation. One honest advocate, ailing with cancer, can
and did convince the whole world of his peaceful aims and carved a nation
within one generation. Is it not a matter of shame, we have yet to reach a
unanimous decision on the definition of a “Muslim” in the legislature? We
certainly and indeed can define a “Muslim” if only the leaders of various
religious sects remove the gods they have made in their minds. As Igbal said
to the Indian Muslims,
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On the contrary, when he saw the educated class is beating around
the bush, just to grab their immediate selfish motives, he painfully shouted:
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(The myopic idiot cannot see my restless passions; he goes only for what
roars in front of him and takes that for reality.)
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It is beyond my understanding, why our present advocates of law do
not demand from the government, who in collaboration with retired and
serious scholars, economists, medical doctors and other scientists can draft
an Islamic constitution based on the principles of the Quran? Time is of no
importance here, it may take this group or committee, five, ten or twenty
years. Or may be even more. The emergent need of the day is to have a
balanced and peaceful world. In short, a one world government!

If only they could change their vision, and honestly search for peace
instead of “Power.” Did the messenger in Mecca ask the rich infidels to take
off their rich clothes or leave Mecca? Did Jinnah or Igbal ask Lord
Mountbatten to take off his uniform? When nations are growing up,
gentlemen, these are trivial matters. We will be great only when no human is
small in front of us, other matters are secondary. Jinnah all his mature life
was only concerned with one cause, “To get freedom for the suppressed
Muslims; a place where they may be able to implement peaceful laws of Islam
according to the Quran.” And peace can only be achieved, when we believe
in a peaceful Islam. Was this not the aim of Jinnah, gentle hearts? The next
step of Muslims must be, to stand firm on one and only one cause, to seek
measures to draft an Islamic constitution based on the scientific, ethical,
economic and other principles and values of Quran, if they really want to live
in this world with character and dignity. For that we need a down-to-earth
leader who can convince and motivate the average citizen towards the
peaceful Islam. “Leaders make history,” writes Professor Khwaja Masud, “but
before they make history, they are made by history.” Further quoting the
words of Woodrow Wilson (former president of USA) he writes, “When | look
back on the process of history, | see this written over every page that nations
are renewed from the bottom, not from the top, that the genius which springs
from the ranks of the unknown is the genius which renews the youth and
energy of the people. The utility, the vitality, the fruitage of life does not come
from the top to the bottom; it comes like the natural growth of a great tree,
from the soil, up through the trunk into the branches to the foliage and the
fruit.” (News, February 2, 2004). The present thinking of a common Muslim
yet remains; we ought to admit, in the words of Igbal,
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(They refuse to change themselves; for this, in their stubborness, they will not

even refrain from changing the Quran)
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