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Sustenance with Dignify

Summarizing the question of the proper and the allowed., the Quran says: O
people! Consume from whatever is there on Earth i a proper and allowed manner;
and don 't follow the Devil (improper ways) as he is obviously your enemy.” (2:68)
This is referred to in 8:4 and 2-50 as “the dignified sustenance.” Only such people who
consume properly the permitted are dignified and are safe from ruin.

Greed

People resort 1o uniair and improper ways 1o amass wealth because thev are
~ driven by greed. The rat race is referred t0 by the Quran as af-lakaasur (also the title
of chapter 102). "The greedy race 10 Gmass wealth carries men to their graves )
(102:1-2). The avarice for money drives one to obsession: “(just fo gather MoOney and
keep counting il.” (104:3). But no! this wealth*will drive him to hellish destrucrion!”
(104:4-5-6—7-8~9). Hoarding of illicitly earned money cannol save one from ruin
(02:11), Faced with ruin. the hoarder will be disappointed al the ineffectiveness of
money, the false pride which caused the ruin (69:29) and lefi him entirely
unsupported and without fiends (69:35). Men often adopt illegal and 1mproper ways
of acquiring wealth for the sake of their families and children. But such azalth 1s a
source of trouble for you {8:28).

In a nutshell, the permuited (halal) sustenance is that which is ac gquired through
fair and proper (tayyeb) means. it is the Right (haq). On the contrary. i5 the forbidden
(haram). “ Allah retuins haq and eliminates baatel; Allah knows what is in vour hearts
(you cannot justify improper wealth no matter how hard you try).” 142:24). Improper
earning is termed as ithm by the Quran (2:188). lthm creates jethargy which causes
one to fall behind. The Quran also forbids maisara (2:219) which not only refers to
betting but also to any means of carning easy money. Such earning gives one wealth
but creaies “acute lethargy” (2:219) which is more than the benefits of such money
(2:219).

A society adopting the Quranic philosophy of proper and improper, permitted
and forbidden. halal and haraam wealth will have a permanent and sound footing.

e e Rk R SR R kR KR

Please do present Tolu-e-Islam to your
L Friends and Associates J
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s i 1m.possibie to achieve under the capitalistic system of economy where the rat
mﬁ“ mage's 13_ determined by the investor/employer and the waorker/labourer is forceci)e
Hhes: f:tesutuuon to accept it (just as the customer ‘accepts’ prices as mentioned earli , ‘
mwmcer the Quranic system of ¢conomy. the question of wages simply does noa:‘_r lffr)' T
mecause the state assumes full responsibility of providing sustenance to all citi;;:]se
Jefore that ideal is achieved. the state must see that the worker is not exploited. If hsel.
‘5. the employer is making *haraam’ money. | _

The Evader

The Quran holds the worker equally responsible for fairness when it declares
the basic principle: “Aan is not entitled to anything excepl what he works for.”
(53:39) Those who shirk work earn haraam money.

At-Tatfeef (Short Measure)

One of the chapters of the Quran is titled at-Tatfeef (to measure short; 1 tie up

a camel’s feet 10 slow its walking pace). The Quran has decreed ruin for
mu{affeféen—y“thosc who take their dues in full from others: and measure 1ess when

. they pay others. " (83:1-2-3). This can also be taken 1n a social sense, i.e. the
' mutaffefeen short-measure people 100 and ‘tie up their feet’ s0 that they cannot devlop

their potential in full. That is exploitation, t00.

Embezziement
! Down to a single personal situation, the Quran wants individuals to be
| trustworthy: “Don'! embezzle what has been entrusted to you.” (8:27) It may apply
not only to an item entrusted to someone for safe-keeping but also to officials such as

treasurers Of store-keepers.

\ Allowed and Good (Proper)
The Quran is very serious where legality of rizq (wealth) 1s concerned: “And
consume whatever sustenance Allah has given you in a legal, proper MAnner, and
2 thus observe Allah’s laws of Whom you claim 10 he convinced of. "(.5:88) The “proper
b use of the permitted needs an example. A goat 18 permitted (halal) but becomes
forbidden (haraam) if not slaughtered under prescribed conditions. But, is a properly
slaughtered but stolen goat halal? The Quran’s answer is: No: “They ask you (O
Prophet) What is allowed for them. Tell them that all things proper are allowed. ©

(5:4)
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manufacturers, stoekist, wholesalers, retailers as well as consumers. “fair trade’ can
only exist in a system which controls profits and prices.

Usury (Interest)

. The Quran allows al-Bue’ (trade) but forbids ar-Riba (interest) (2:275). Since
I have dealt with riba in detail elsewhere, 1 shall point to a very simple form of it
where a borrower is bound to pay interest to the lender. The Quran forbids 1t and
allows repayment of the original sum only as it is not unfair to either of the parties
(2:279). Thus, in allowing trade but forbidding interest, the underlying consideration
is exploitation. Weighed against this principle, the currently prevalent trading

~ practices, the entire economic system, and for that matter, almost every sphere of

human life, features exploitation of men by fellow men. '

The Balance

Tremendously important in the Quranic scheme of things, balance is the basi.
of the Universe: "God has formulated laws 10 keep a balance between stelfar bodies.
“God has formulated laws 10 keep a balance between stellar bodies. You should also
crate a balanced society in which justice is done and nobody is wronged. " {53:7-8-9).
A just social system shall have the divine Balance with divine laws (57:25; 42:17). on
Judgment Day, Man’s deeds shall be weighed in the Balance so that "no one is
wronged at all. " (21:47)

With this principle of the Balance in mind, let us consider the world of
commerce. Verses like 6:153 and 17:35 instruct to “keep your measurement fair and
the balance correct.” Obviously, it means that the buyer must get his money s worth.
Individual traders will keep their measuring fair but the ‘money’s worth’ shall be
monitored under a central system of price and quality control. Over-pricing.
misrepresentation of merchandise, poor quality etc, inevitably lead to @ nation’s ruin.
Prophet Shoaib repeatedly told his people: “Keep your meusurement Sfair and
balanced: don't cheat people in merchandizing; don't spread chaos instead of oracr
and fairness.” (7:85), (11:84-85), (26:181).

Reward of Labour

f The Question is of prime importance according to the Quran. It lzbour ~work)
is not fully (fairly) rewarded, it is haraam. That. precisely. was the Pramaoh's sinful
‘system which Moses was commissioned to abolish so that “evervone zois rie reward

=

‘of their labour.” (20:75) and “no one fears unfairness aind exploitalion. " (20:12).



ALP

Ahmed Usmani explains 1t thus: ~These instructions mention specifically a yateem,
necause of his desperation, he most deserves care and protection." 1t is clear that the
downtrodden must not be exploited; money made thus is khabees (haraany). Further.
it said that such wealth is like consuming hellfire (4:10). It is absolutely forbidden
(haraam). |

Bribery’

Top of the list of illjcit means ot meking money, bribery appears 10 have been
widely accepted as @ necessary evil. The verse rentioned earlier in regards 10 Fasting
(2:188) goes, in its entirety, like this: “And don't consume each other’s wealth
illicitly; and don ' get it 10 the officials (as bribery) so that you can knowingly gain
something from other s money in an improper way. i -

Is it not strange that, with such clear instructions from God, people abstain
from pig’s meat but think nothing of gulping down bribery?- '

The Business World

- The practice of bribery may be restricted to specific sections of society. but
{he area flooded by illgotten money is the world of business—trade, buying and

s

selling, factories, shops. etc. The Quran has laid down yarious rules of conduct in this
regard. Take trade for example: “O those who are Convinced! Don't consume each
other s money iiticitly; social life necessitates buying and selling, so that il should be
done in agreement of the parties involved; otherwise. it is just like killing others. God
wishes fo save you from it " (4:29) :

The verse in point resolves the problem of trade. But actually the exact
opposite happens. Shopkeepers unite and decide prices. 1f 2 prospective customer
finds a price 100 high. he 13 told to try glsewhere. Failing to get a lower rate, he is
forced to pay the price for the asking. That is obviously not “in agreement’ of the
parties involved but the shopkeepets maintain, wrongfully of course, that that is the
case! They obviously exemplify the verse: “Many go asiray. as many find the right
path by this (Quran).” (2:26) The shopkeeper, who insists on charging his quoted
price and maintains that it does not impinge on the ‘agreement' of the customet, does -
pot himself feel the same way when the roles ar¢ reversed! That 1s why the Quran
goes on to say: “Then whoever commits it. does It deliberately and wrongfully, the
d of it will be hellfire. which is easy for God to do!" (4:30). As trading involves the

i Hind. Maulana Mahmood ai Hasan. p.99
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money approved and disapproved by the Quian are ha/g? ¢ allowed: and /. ogam
(Torbidden, respectively. 4/-Bagara, Chapter Two of the (Qurar. deals wrk Fasting in
‘verses 183-187. Muslims the world OVEr very honestiv = liw hem o “ery

conveniently, without any qualms whatsoever. 1gnore the 3 SN nEinerse {88y 4gpg
do not consume each other's wealth illicitly. " The Quran cies oy frmancial
practices as one of the basic causes of the downfall of the Jews (£ ~<: 20 O 10
sagy ¥ And the transgressors among them had been Promsoogdoa panful

punishment.

Thete are various licit financia] p‘ractiCes—ﬁchea'ting, fraud. bricer. sheaiin
embezzlement, hoarding, overpricing_ €tc-—but one mentioned speciticals ™ the
Quran often €scapes our attention And that is the one practiced by the clergs znd the
spiritual leaders: O yve who are Convinced! Mos; of the (religious) schoiys  wn:
mystics consume illicitly the public money and block the way to Allah” (9:34) 4 =
Shabbir Ahmed Usmani explaihs it thus: ‘That . (they) change and misint
God’s word and religious rules for money. The masses, who have elevated them -
godly status, accept as final whatever fallacies they present. Thus the priests and th.
mystics keep the masses entrapped in their web of deceit in order to safeguard thejy
own vested social and financial 1nteresis. Obviously, if the public break free of the
mesh and see the Truth. these men will have no more income, !

Hygienic (Good) and Unhygienic (Bad)

!! Q

The Quran also refers to illicit earnings as favveb and khabees respectively,
They are worthy of a look in regards to the topic under discussion: One of the
purposes. of the Prophet's cmergence is: .. and he will allow the constructive and
Jorbid the destructive Jor them.” (7:157). The khabees. the term used for Pig’s meat
(5:3)is haram. Therefore, to a Muslim, pig's meat and illicit earnings are the same in
kind: They are both forbidden with equal emphasis: “The ilicit can never equal the
licit. no matter how atlractive- the plentifilness of the illicit iy (5:148). The Quran
presents several illustrations of the khabees ( ilicit) and layyeb (licit). For example:
... and pay up the unprotected and lonely their dues; don't exchdange the had 1oy the
good; don’t (confuse and) consume their wealth wirh YOurs: i is a greur injustice und
acrime.” (4:2)

The term yareem is normally applied to an orphan but. basicallv. 1t refers to
anyone who is on their own and teels lonely and lefi out That 1s why _i//usr Shabbir

1- On Sheikh af Hind Maulana Mahmood al Hasan, p.248
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[LL GOTTEN EARNING
(HARAAM KI KAMAAI)

(which has reached epidemic proportions) |

A Translation of the Urdu article

Haraam ki Kamaai

By
Allama Ghulam Ahmad Parwez
‘ _ Translated by:
Khalid M. Sayyed, B.Sc; B.Ed.; M.A. (Punjab), '

. PGCE (London), December 1999.

A typical Muslim, however unreligious—low morals, missing prayers and
fornicating—is sure 10 abstain from consuming

| st cven drinking (alcohol) and
the mere mention of the term 18 distasteful to him; just imagining it
us with illicit

jpig’s meat. Even
In fact, copsuming pig’s meat has become synonymo

}m%s'him shivers.
. gain of wealth.

But this attitud

wine. Muslims do not react with equal
| mensity to illicit carnings. despite God forbidding it, just as He forbade consumption
af swine. A restaurant suspected of frying halal kebabs in pig’s fat is very likely to be
vandalized by an angry mob. But the same people think nothing of unfair, illicit
paeans of making money. Is it not baffling? Even when some means of earning are
2oed illegal by the state, people consider them just that—illegal—not illicit or

hidden (haraam). There may be some means of making money allowed by the
amic but deemed unfair by he criterion of permitted

God. Let us have a look at t
halal) and forbidden (haraam) means O

e 18 restricted to s

f carning as laid down by Allah.

M¥rongful Earnings

Two of the fund
Epome, and baatel (Wrong) dishonest way

ght)-—honest means of

amental terms of the Quran are: haq (Ri
The ways of making

s of making money.
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~ any rate) is effective only if it influences all six levels simultaneously, and this level 18
probably the most primative and should only be engaged in when appropriate.

NEXT STAGE IN WORLD DEVELOPMENT

The groups has looked at all ideological forms and processes, past and present
from a cold, rational point of view. In a nutshell their findings are these: All systems are
created to serve the controlling elite. The masses are kept poor and busy, and if they get
money they are encouraged to spend it on rubbish. All religious books are flawed and all
religious systems exist to contro! the minds of their followers... with one exception: the
Quran. This group bhas been through absolutely everything (I am cutting down to a page
or two a body of literature which would take you six months to read). Their findings on
all religions are that they are 2 level-3 factual tool against humankind in the hands of the
ruling (unséén) elite and that most definitely includes “Jslam” and hadith etc., ete. Yet,
this group has deep respect for the Quran, believing it to be from God, complete, and
unadulterated and forecasts that the _world is on the edge of what they call a Quranic Age.
This is what research and the application of intellect brought this group of top-class
brains to. Although reared on dialectical materialism, and with no axe to grind or
particular view to promote, when they sat down 10 sift through the human experience
since the beginning of time to the present moment, they came to the above conclusions. |
hope that was of some interest to you. If you read Russian and wish to wade through the
corpus of work they have produced (and have no ummediate plans for the next few
months) you can find them at hiip://www.kobro.com

I have made it all sound much more cerebral than it really was. i did doubt myself
on many occasions, and felt valnerable and insecure standing alone and shaven against so
many “beards”, as it were. My reading of this group’s work helped fortify me against all
the helpful people with their endless list of “sunnat™ designed to nip any imaginative
endeavour in the bud. 1 long fought against the notion of distinguishing myself as a

particular ‘kind’ of Muslim, but 1 have recently changed my mind. | call myself a
Quranic Muslim, or a Quranicist. ['m just fed up with having a thousand years’ worth of-

stupidity ascribed to me when [ try to engage people in conversation on serious subjects.
****************

o
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erder to understand it in any sense (and thereby your present) you need to comprehend
who is lying and why. on the one hand. and have the truth to combat it on the other
3. Factual

(faktofogichesky in Russian); perhaps _“Informational.’: 1s closer, This level
concerns the guiding of religion. ideology_. technology, newspapers. the type of ngv‘els
which get published and promoted and the like: This is a huge subject. but I'm suré that
anyone who has been away from any country for any period has had the impression on
his return that everyone has been primed to think about certain things: Princess Di, racial
questions, power-dressing or Michael Jackson... it's not really important what it is. the
point is that there are trends and agendas of things for the unwary to have their (ever
decreasing) attention spans pointed at. Now we come to the material weapons.

MATERIAL WEAPONS:
1. Economic.

World money markets, the credit-based system. the parasitic interest-oriented
machine of oppression. sanctions. These are a form of control and opptession. about
which there is nothing “free”™ whatsoever. The “free” market is a myih. These are
weapons of control. and those who understand power understand this truth. Humanitarian
aid” is also a very effective poison. o

2. Teols of Genocide.

These are things which affect not only the'.livmg,- but harm generations yet
unborn. In this category comes alcohol, all forms of drugs, bram-washing techniques.
subliminal influence, and genetic engineering. It is interesting to note that the ‘group
regards the drugs proliferation as overt policy and in the interests of those who controi. It
is poignant that the US used low grade plutonium bombs against Yugoslavia and lraq.
The weaponry used was designed to corrupt and weaken the genetic fibre of those hal_iqns
for gencrations to come. Genetically modified foods, it is quite likel'y, will be discpvefcd
to have the same effect ten years down the line. | ‘ ‘

3. Traditional Arms. : . P PR

Guns, soldiers, tanks. nuclear bombs, etc. According to MV the éutl:ing edge of
power is applied through all these media. Most of us may recognize one or two of these
categories. However, the findings of MV is that power (as we have come to know it, at
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(now largely unemployed) decided to sit down and work out exactly what had gone
wrong, what the exact state of play was, and how to put things right; not only as regards
Russia I might add. but in terms of the whole world (Russians like to think big!). They
have produced a vast body of literature (some of it a bit stodgy, it has to be admitted) and
set up a forum in which to tease out the facts from the fiction of their own demise. This is
not a drawn-out exercise n self-pity; quite the opposite. It is a cold, hard look at the
realities of their own position. | have summarized below the essence of their thought
regarding only two points: the question of Power, and their conclusions regarding the
next stage of development for the world at large.

POWER

There are six “platforms™ or “weapons™ on or with which power :s wieided by the
powers that be (who they are is a separate question and one abcut which some
knowledge- though assumed - is not vital here). These six weapons divide into two
groups of three. These are ‘informational’ weapons and ‘material’ weapons. in order to
have (or to approach in any meaningful sense) real power it is imperative to understand
this mechanism.

INFORMATIONAL WEAPONS:
1. Methodoiogical.

This is the piatform on which philos. dhical, methodological. and informational
systems and habits are formed. If you cannet think a thing it is qurie clear you can’t do it.
On this level habits are ingrained in the masses so that they are able only 1o formulate
questions according (o certain patterns. This level affects what we mignt cail the world-

VIEW.
2. Historicai.

| This piatform is related to the first. vet distinez. Aii tustorical references have a
bearing on our perceptions and what we deem to be pussibie. One very smail example J
from my own academic experience 1s that practically all the key players in the so-called ~
Russian Revolution had one particular feature i common, i.e. that they were Jewish.

* This may or may not be a vital point in itself, yet it is worthy of note at the least.
However. you will have 10 go a very long way before you will find a textbook in any
Western library which even ailudes to this historical fact (all the way to the former Soviet
Union, in fact). Our history is not history. It is, as Napoleon said, lies agreed upon. in
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for four or five years. I read the Quran through on My own several times over 4 six~mbnth
period (while | was in Russia) and | regard it as God’g message to mankind. 1 did not
have hadith/mullahism baggage and on “coming out” into the world of “Islam™ felg

acq{uaintance with the mind—bending anti-reason techniques of Christology had prepared
me to defend myself against the concerng of “knowledgeable” Muslims gleeful to have

minded people, | am now relieved and happy to have begun 1o make the acquaintance of
fascinating and stimulating, intellectually dexterous Muslims through the Internet. The

a nation which--consciously or unconsciously - regards itself as the saviors of mankind.
So here they are - the saviors - in the humiliating position of needing saving themselves.
Whatever the faults of the soviet regime. it did at least preserve an intelligentsia and
Promote a serious education. Our Westor education was shallow by comparison. This ?s
a nation of chess-players and imaginative inventors. When eveérything collapsed, a cel:tam ‘
“group - which calls itself Myotvaya Voda, or Stagnant Water - took an | hentlreli
praiseworthy step. They decided to think.  This grouP, mad-e_ up of sc?n?e oftg:;::og\\
Dritiiant brains e whole of Russia, todket %Q"“,\t*?‘,%’ \"(\\\..\mt\‘[ ALichans an
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