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Tolu-e-1slam

WHY IS ISLAM
THE ONLY TRUE DEEN*?

By
Allama Ghulam Ahmed Parwez®
English Rendering
By
Dr. Manzoor-ul-Haque
Faculty of Education
University of Sind

5, The Ultimate Goal Of Human Life (Salvation)

After this, come 0 the question which is the last word in this deliberation:
What is the purpose and climax of all the exertion and struggle of human life? This
is a very significant and fundamental question and will automatically clear up 2
great number of relevant aspects.

In_Hinduism: Among all the religions of the world the climax of the trials and
endeavours of human life can be stated in 2 single word: «Galvation.” What is the
meaning of «Galvation? This warrants a thorough understanding. It is evident that
when some one is entangled in a trouble and then gets rid of it. it is called ‘Salvation’
i.e. it is imperative for salvation that first of all a person be necessarily caught in 2
calamity. This is the very basic concept about man in the world of religion.
‘Religious belief in Hinduism is that every living being (animates whether insecis or
animals and humans) comes in this world to complete one’s term of punishment of
the deeds one committed in one’s previous life. For example, a person in his present
birth is a human. If he did evil deeds, he will become a rat in his next life, knowing
absolutely nothing of which crime it was made a rat. Now if the rat does good deeds -
— the rat will do good deeds as if the animals, too, do good and bad deeds! - it will
perhaps be made a man in its next life; every human being is entangled in the
whirlpoot of fransmigration. The name of getting rid of this circumambulation is
«Galvation.” It looks obvious that this belief is either the produce of superstition
and/or the creation of the astuteness of those people who captured the authority in

e ——_— _——

* % 1glam is not a religion in the concentional sense. According to the Holy Quran it is a W2y
a e e T nmir Sveiel.
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the society by one way or the other and then desired this authority to remain within
their own families and that the other people may not cven think of acquiring this
authority. Braltman and Khashatary were the ruling class and vaish and shoodra,
'their servants. It was thought to be possible that a vaish or a shoodra might think
as to how could the children of Brahman or khshatary be good enough for acq uiring
the rigﬁt to rule right from the inception of their birth and that they themselves
befall in their scrvitude thenceforth. Therefore this belief was coined that those born
in the family of a Brahman has done good deceds in their previous life and those born
in the vaisit and shoodra committed evil deeds likewise, Hence this division is effected
in accordance with the nature of the deeds accomplished in the previous life and is
not the prnd‘uct of any trickery; so they shall have to remain vaish and shoodra in
this life; any how if they do good deeds (i.e. would continuously go on serving the
higher breed)they would be transformed into Brafhimans and Khashataries in their
coming life. In this way these subordinate classes were made satisfied with this tenet
that this was all the reward of their own doings. They were not oppressed, nor were
they competent to change this division within the present life.

Whatever be the motive behind this tenet, how dreadful have been its
human-inflaming result is crystal clear. Firstly, it makes the man a mere helpiess
being; whatever he may do, he cannot bring any change in his existing state and,
thus, divides the society into such permanent classes which can not be eliminated and
then what eventually is the purpose of this cxertion and struggle? -—- Only o get
salvation from the whirling of Transmigration (the eycle of death and re-hirth),
How meaningless is the purpose of the creation of man and the cosmos?.

According to Hindu Mysticism: According to Hindu mysticism the soul of man
(Aatma) is a part of God (parmatmayj. It was separated from its source and got
cntrapped in the marsh of matter and is lamenting for its escape from it. The
purpose of human life is that this soul, after getting salvation from the world of
matter, be re-united with its source. The methods to achieve this is renunciation of
the world. Did vou reflect what is the end-product of human exertion and struggle
according (o this tenet --- the complete annihilation. Tt means God having separated
man from Himself caused him to be entangled in the swamp of matter and told him.
“Now, you go (hrough the sufferings of hard labour and distress so that you may
attain salvation from this quagmire.” Just think, according to this creed, what kind
of concept about Gad himself emecrges and what becomes the incentive for
obedience to the moral values.

'In Judajsm: With u slipht difference the concept of *‘Salvation’ is the end product of
human life in Judaismn also. As has been mentioned before, the basic belief of Jews is
that the Bani Israel are the favourite children of God, hence the only heirs of
paradise; a people not born to the family of Bani Israel have no entitlement for
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entry inte paradise. At that time, the tradition of circumcision was in vogue
exclusively in Bani Israeil, so their belief was that only the circumcised would enter
paradise and the uncircumeised would go into the hell. According to Talmud:

Abraham would be sitting by the door of the Hell in the world
hereafter and would never allow any circumcised of the Bani Israel to
cnter it. So far the dreadfully sinful of the Bani Israel are concerned,
ke would cut the fore skin of the children who had died
uncircumcised and would stick this skin to the place of circumcision
of those from Bawni Isruel and hence, making them uncircumcised
;would send them to Hell for a few days.

(Talmud , P.404 with Reference to Bargi-e-Toor, P.166) o

But their entry into Hell would merely be the fulfillment of a formality. The
blaze of the Hell would have no effect on them. (Ibid.P.405) The reason for i, as
written in “Jewish Encyclopedia®, is:

The blaze of the Hell would not be able to touch the Israelite sinners
because they would make confession of their sins by the door of the
Hell and hence would return to the Lord.

{Volume- V , P, 583)

Not only for the ‘salvation’ in the hereafter, but also for the honour and
exaltation in this world, the Jews hold this bhelief:

Some get honour by virtue of the good deeds of their forefathers and
some by those of their coming gencrations.
(Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol VI, P.6(})

According to the Encyclopedia of Britannica:

The centre of the aspirations of the Jews was the deeds of their
forefathers, especially the creed that Abrakam was their ancestral
grandfather.

Similarly in the Encyclopedia of Religions and Ethics, it is written that.

In accordance with the belief of the Jews, all the deeds of their
forefathers would be collected at one place and then divided among
all the Bani Isrgel. In this way everyone will be entitled to salvation
and auspiciousness.

(Vol.11,P.144)
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Just reflect! Does any question of obedience to the moral values arise in the
presence of these beliefs?

In Christianity: The belief in Christianity is that every child is born bearing the
burden of the sin of its first parents (Adam and Eve). Cleansing the ill-effects of this
sin from man is not possible in any way. For this purpose, the Lord had mMercy on
man and sent his only sun (Jesus Christ) to the world to atone for this sin with his
sacrifice on the crucifix. Those who believe in the atonement of Jesus Christ would
get salvation, those who do not believe as such would enter Hell. For salvation there
is no question of one’s deeds. Therefore in a letter to Ephesians, saint Paul writes:

“For by grace you have becn saved through faith, and not of
yourselvess it is Gods gift. It is not by works...”

(Ephesians 2/8-9)
He also wrote to the Romans;

* For we come to the conclusion that a man is justified by faith and
not with the works of Law.”
Romans: (3/28).

In a letter to Galatians, this reality has been described in these words:

* Those who depend on the works of law live under the curse, for it is
written “cursed is everyone who does not abide by all that is written
in the book of law.” But that no one is made righteous in God’s
presence through the Law is evideat, for “He who is righteous
through faith will live”. The law however does not rest on
faith......Christ has ransomed us from the curse of the law in as much
as He became a curse for us.

(Galatians- 3/10-14) ¢

Just think, with this belief, are the moral actions left with any locus standi
and contvarily (he one who relies on the deeds is considered cursed. According to this
beliel of Christianity the distress the man gets entangled in is not the result of any
his crimes, but a chastisement of the sin of his first parents in which that poor fellow
is implicated for no Fault at all. The acquittal from this suffering is not attaincd as a
recompense ol any good action on-his part, but the conviction on the belief on the
atonement which the Christ offered. So far as the belief of the “original sin” being
fallacious is concerned, the scholars and researchers of Christianity are publicly
declaring it to be a false belief, for example, R. F. Johsnon writes in his book

T ——— T
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“Confucianism and Modern China”,

The belief of the original sin, in fact, is the “original dilemma” for
which we are displeased with every kind of good and are inclined to
every type of evil. '

For this belief, A.E.Taylor writes:
Touwn~do.
The belicf is a refutation. I'll welcome any scientific and{God calling
- religion which may ward us off to believe in such a droll
calumny of human nature,

(Mind- July 1912).

According to the Holy Quran: This Scientific and inviting-to-God Religion is

Islam which prencunced that neither any human comes to this world loaded with the
sins of the previous birth, nor, is entangled in the contamination of the first parent’s
faltering. Every child in the world is born with a clean slate and is worthy of respect.
He has been bestowed with potentials as realizable possibilities for teading a life
higher than that of the physical life at the animal level. The development of these
potentialities is the goal of the human life. If man develops the potentialities of the
physical life only, he gets the comforts and forces of the physical world but never
does it come to his lot the higher life at the human level which the Holy Quran
denotes as the paradisiacal life.

"The one who sceks immediate gains of the physical life alone,
according to OQur Law, which we have formulated with Our Choice,
We grant him with haste. But his (human) life is a life of crisis which
he leads with disgrace and ignominy. But the one who, along with the
physical life develops the human life as weli, he acquires the physical
gains and his personality also keeps evolving. (Al-Quran 17/18)

“And the one who desires the pleasantries of the future and puts
forth efforts in proportion to what ought to be and believes in the
truth of the prescribed higher-order values of God, his endeavours
are recompensed in full.” (Al-Quran 17/19)

*We promote this group according to Our Law and also that group
and shower Our bounties in proportion to their efforts and actions.
Always remembers, We have not built any dykes against Our
bounties for any one.”( Al-Quran 17/20)

This development of the human personality can take place in a system that is
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established on the foundations of PERMANENT VALUES. This development is the
other name of ‘the patural consequence of actions. Good actions are those which
promote stability and integration of the human SELF, the evil are those which cause
it to grow weak and disintegrate. The result of cach action draws up concomitantly
on the human personality. This is its ROLL OF CONDUCT, which in the words of
the Holy Quran, is hung around the neck of every one and opens up on the eve ot
manifestation of results. The human personality developed on a set criterion, will be
able to pass through the next evolutionary stages of life.... This is called the
paradisiacal life in the hereafter. That, which does not come up 10 that standard, will
stop its development.... This is the life of Hell. The Holy Quran has interpreted it as
measures ( of good deeds) being heavier or lighter

wgo the one whose measurce weiphs heavy will have a pleasing life
and the one whose measure weighs lighter, abyss will be his abode.”
(Al-()ur‘.mllll/(»‘))

Have you observed {hat according to the Holy Quran the purpose of life is
not liberation from any suffering but to achieve a higher position in life with proper
development of the endowed potentialities and reach a higher and exalted stage of
life as compared to the existing one. The Holy Quran has denoted it in terms of
“achievement and cuccess™ and not salvation. You must have also observed from this
that a satisfying and an clegant answer is obtained to the questions: “Why should 1
abide by the moral values? What benefit does it accrue to me and what loss do |
under o by going apainst them. This is the only way on the basis of which man obeys
these values rationally and follows them with complete satisfaction of the mind and
the heart.

Ad-Deen: You would have observed from the above explanations that the Holy
Quran does not only specify a few moral values but also provides a comprehensive
system of life raised on the basic coneept of God-man-Universe-Law of Requital and
purpose of Jife. ‘The name of this comprehensive system is Ad-Deen and its practical
implementation is called Al-Islam. The moral values only produce their results
under this system and become rationally workable as well; besides, there is no other
system through which the purpose of such type can be realized. That is why it is said

« |t is a fact that Ad-Deen (way of life) acceptable 1o God is only
Islam.” Al-Quran 3/18) Therefore,

«If any body wants to adopt any system other than Islam, thi; system
would not be accepted from him and he would eventually know how
big a loss he has sufferéd.” (Al-Quran 3/04)
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Ad-Deen will be adopted in totality: The concept of the system brings forth this
factor also that the results of its constituents can only be drawn up when it is
adopted in its totality. The example of the system is like the doctor’s prescription.
This prescription can only be effective if you use it wholesomely in accordance with
the directions of the doctor. Taking one or two items of this prescription will not
cure the ailment; but on the contrary partial use of this prescription  may induce
harmful effects. Hence the Holy Quran says -

“Do vou want to accept one part of this code of laws and refutc the
other? whoever from amongst you doulhis, its result would be nothing
cxcept ignominy and disgrace in this world, and he will be returned
to the most grievous suffering on the Day of Judgement.”(Al-Qurap
2/85)

The constituent parts of this prescription are those characteristics of Allah
which the Holy Quran terms as the “Balanced Attributes™ Asmraui Hasna-—
Adopting some of these attributes and ignoring others can be of no avail. Always
bear this fact in mind that Reality 1s an indivisible whole, it cannot be split up into
jts parts. The balanced Attributes of Allah are various facets of Absulute Reality.
REALITY is the name of their sum-total. 1f some of these are separated, you cannot
term thesc segregated comstitucnts alone as the parts of that REALITY. For
instance, if REALITY comprises one hundred aspects and you take up only ten, you
cannot elaim that you have adopted one-tenth of the REALITY, therefore you would
be entitied to the proportional benefit. You cannot get one-tenth of healing by taking
one out of ten medicines written in the prescription; so the Holy Quran says:

«And for Allah arc all the Balance Attributes. (These are the various
facets of that Absolute Reality) so call Him by all these facets and
leave those people alone who deviate to one extreme in (emulating a
few of) His Attributes.”(Al-Quran 7/180) '

Vou would observe that with the people, who remain cut off from the Islamic
System of life, the moral values on which emphasis is laid, are those values which
pertain to the tender and delicate emotions of man, like sympathy; mercy;
forgiveness; tolerance; humbleness; soft-speaking, to be silent even .if some one
abuses: to offer other side if some one gives a slap on one side of your check, to give
over your waistcoat vourself if some one takes away your coat; to love even your
enemy or go a bit further, feed the sparrows, the crows, to provide a drinking place
for cattle etc. Justice, prevention of oppression and exploitation; preservation of
universal human ri'ghts; a political system in which no one is subservient to anyonc;
a social set up which is based on respect for man; an economic order in which no
one is dependent upon any one and every one’s necessities of life are guaranteed
without any undue labour and ignominy; such a social contract in which every action
progressively goes on producing its own rightful result--- All these matters will have
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no moral significance with these people.

Result of the Teachin s of Christianity: About Christianity, which is the biggest
upholder of the kind of moral values mentioned above,, go through the words of a
well-renowned Spanish professor. Dr. Falta De Cracia quoted by Brifault in his

renowned book “ The Making of Humanity.” He writes.

“ The notion of justice,” says the famous Spanish Professor, * is as
cntirely foreign to the spirit of Christianity as is that of intellectual
honesty. 1t lies wholly out side the ficld of its ethical vision....
Christianity has offered comfort and consolation to men who suffered
under injustice, but of that injustice itself it has remained absolutely
incognizant. It has called upon the weary and heavy laden, upon the
suffering and the afflicted, it has proclaimed to them the law of lover,
the duty of merey and forgiveness, the Fatherhood of God; but in that
torrrent of religious and ethical emotion which has impressed men as
the summit of the sublime, and been held to transcend all other
cthical ideals, common justice, common honesty have no place. The
ideal Christian, the saint, is secn descending like an angel from
heaven amid the wulter of human misery, among the victims of
ruthless oppression and injustiee, bringing to them the comfort and
consolation of the Paraclete, of the Religion of Sorrow. But the cause
of that misery lies wholly outside the range of his consciousness; no
glimmer cf any notion of right and wrong enters into his view of it. It
is the estabiished order of things, the divinely appointed government
of the worid, the trial laid upon sinners by divine ordinance. st
Vincent de Paul visits the living hell of the French galleys; he
proclaims the message of love and calls sinners to repentance; but to
the iniquity which creates and maintains that hell, he remains
absolutely indifferent. He is appointed Grand-Almoner to His Most
Christian Majesty. The world might groan in miscry under the
despotism of oppressors, men’s lives and men’s mind might be
enslaved, crushed and blighted; the spirit of Christianity would go
forth and comfort them, but it would never occur to it to redress a
single one of those wrongs. It has remained unconscious of them. To
those wrongs, to men’s right to be delivered from them, it was by
naturc completely blind. In respect to justice, to right and wrong, the
spirit of Christianity is not so much immeral as amoral. The notion
was as alien to it as was the notion of truth. Included in its code was,
it might be controversially alleged, an old formula,’ the golden rule.”
A commonplace of most literature, which was popular in the East
from China to Asia Minor; but that isolated precepl was never
interpreted in the sense of justice. It meant forgiveness, forbearing,
kindness, but never mere justice, common equity; those virtues were
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far too unemotional in aspect to appeal to the religious enthusiast.
The renunciation of life and all its * vanities,” the cafing overboard of
all sordid cares for its maintenance, the suppression of desire,
prodigal almsgiving,the consecration of a life the value of which had
disappeared in his eyes to charity and love, non-resistance, passive
obedience, the turning of the other check to an enemy, the whole riot
of those hyperbolic ethical emotions could fire the Christian
consciousness, while it remained utterly unmoved by every form of
wrong, iniquity and injustice.”

The Case of Irreligionists: This, in a nutshell, is the wholesomeness of moral values
upheld by the religionists. Now take the case of the people who do neither believe in
God, nor in the continuance of human personality, nor in the revelation, nor in the
life hereafter, but, on the contrary, stress upon the moral values. Ask any one of
them: “ When you say that (for example) the poor should be helped; tell me, why
should I help the poor?” You will observe that they give you strange answers: Some
will say, “Helping the poor is 2 human obligation™ ask them, “Sir, what do you mean
by human obligation and who is he who has imposed this obligation on me? You'll
observe they would have no reasonable answer to these askings. Some will say that
they ought to help the poor for if they become poar in the coming days, some one else
may help them. Firstly, this reciprocity is of such a low caliber that you would never
call it a character of any high order; then also keep this factor in mind, If the
people become able to manage not to be in need of anyonc at any time, how would
you prevail upon them to help the poor?” You will observe they will out-rightly
make an appeal to the human emotions; they will not be able to give you any
reasonable answer based on arguments. If you think a bit deep, you would find that
such feelings would be lying in their subconscious: that since the society values these
matters, therefore these ought to be done for the sake of becoming respectable in the
society; and/or some political motives would be operative behind this phenomenon,
- such as hospitals, schools and colleges of the missionaries or the non-violence of the
Indian leader Mahatama Gandhi (late); or it would have been the result of
traditional and inherited belief; and/or the weak nerves of the humans which have
been termed as virtuous emotions. You will observe that none of these can work as
the basis of the human character. So far as the question of national character is
concerned, it has been discussed in the beginning of this discourse. By appealing to
these emotions, you can get some one do good work provisionally but cannot make
this work to be a routine of his life; you cannot produce permanence in it, while
character is the very name of permanence and changlessness in behaviour. The
surety of this permanence can be nothing but the belief in the true ‘concept of life.
That is why the Holy Quran invites people who are already the followers of
religions, as well as those who acknowledge any religion to profess Eiman, accept the
concepts of life which are the very essence of its ¢ Order.’ It says about them that:

wTf thocn mennle nrofess Siman as vour have, then these people can
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follow the right path of life. If they repudiate, then make it a point
that these people are opposing the truth and the rightful; they are not
following that path.”({ Al-Quran 2/§37)

These are the very characteristics of Islam which are found neither in any of
the religions of the world, nor in the worid of thought and intellect. Therefore, there
can be no true Deen (rightful way of lite) other than lslam.

Warning to the Muslims: I want to give necessary warning at this juncture. Our
state of affairs at this stage is that we become very happy when we say: our Deen is
superior to all the religions and then, sit back and believe that this makes us the best
in the comity of nations and (that if we arc no good in this world, it makes no
difference, because this is only a transitory world and on its coming to an end) we
will be the one to inherit the paradise in the world hereafter; the rest of the human
beings will all enter the Hell.

Actions Make Life: This is the biggest self-deception we are caught in. (The Holy
Quran tells us this was exactly what the Jews used to say; this brought them to a
state of life which is clear to the world today} Islam’s being superior can only be
uscful ¢ us when we ourselves attain superiority by acting in accordance with it;
leading a life of disgrace and fibjection, and remaining puffed up on the superiority
of Islam is mnothing but a stupidity. It is just like a person who consecutively
propagates worldwide that he has a tested prescription — an elixir of life, a proved
cure of all diseases --- but for the cure of his own headache, he remains awfully busy
searching for such a2 medicine from others. Please tell me: “What benefit can that
prescription bring to such a person and his boasting of it can be of what use t0 him?
This on the contrary, would make him a laughing stock in the world and no body
would rightly admit his pretension. The foremost and basic proof of this prescription
having been tested over times would be the very state of health of his family. Islam
has presented the same proof of its truthfulness and preference when the Holy
Prophet told the antagonists of this Deen that : (Al-Quran 6/136)

“You go on working according to your system; 1 shall keep working
according 10 my own; very soon it would be knowa to whom does the
success  eventually belong. In this way my claim would come true
that Zalimcen (Oppressors) can never prosper;”(Al-Quran 6/136)

and the sayer of such sayings, first of all, presented himsclf as a witness to the proof
of the truthfulness of his claim. When his opponents asked him: “What proof of it
you have that you are truc in your claim: He answered in the words of Quran:

“I have dwelt amongst you all my life prior to it. Can’t you adjudge
from it whether such a life is of the truthful or a liar?”(Al-Quran:Vo/to)
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Remember, my respected and honoured comrades! Ouly that person can
present Islam to the worid as the rightful way of life (true Deen) who is, not only in
the company of his friends but also in the big crowd of his foes, able to project his
life in proof of his truthfulness and then no once has ever dam;fo oppose him. This is
the only right mechanism for-proselytization of Isiam. '

‘The Quran Affirms What You }old’: Now, at the end 1 deem it necessary to do
away with one or two doubts which often emerge in the mind of the people in this
regard The first is that the Holy Quran tells the followers of other religions: ‘1 atfirm
what you hold” i.e. the teachings you have, so the question is when the Holy Quran
itself professes the teachings of these religions, how can it be asserted that the true
teachings of God are found exclusively in the Holy Quran and not with other
religions:

The objection indeed carries weight and merits necessary consideration.
First of all sec if it is the Holy itself which demands the followers of other religions to
pin their faith upon this claim, or is this asscrtion presented by the Muslims alone?
The complete verse containing this affirmation reads as follows :

-wProfess belief in this {(Book) which 1 bave (now) revealed (namecly
the Holy Quran) which affirms. What-thou-have’ and lead net in
repudiating it.” (Al-Quran 2/41})

It is clear that the Holy Quran itself urges upon the followers of the religions to
profess belief in it.

Secondly, there is explicit clarification in various places of the Holy Quran
that the followers of thesc religion had made transpositions in their heavenly books;
literal transposition ( Al-Quran 4/71) and additions in them on their own { Al-Quran
2/79); and intermin rking the truth with the falschood ( Al-Quran 3/71); in this way
numerous contradictions had crept in"these books { Al-Quran 11/110). The followers
of these religions themselves stand in witness to these claim of the Holy Quran.
Hence not a single 1on-Muslim today can make a claim based on reason that the
book they present as heavenly is in its pristine and original form i.e. the same book
which was revealed to their prophet. You will find the details of this resume in tac
first chapter of my book, ‘Muiraj-i-Insaniyyat’, in which the history of the so-called
heavenly books of all the religions has been described. This makes it clear that:

“How can the Holy Quran stand witness to the truthfulness of these books, the
followers of which themselves do not call them original and free from interpolation?
And how, in spite of the interpolation and additions to such an extent, some moral
values are still found in these books, the Holy Quran affirms these values but notlthe
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books in their totality. The fact is that the meanings of Mussadag ( the affirmer) here
are not the one that testifies the truthfulness,” its meanings are the one that proves
the truth contained in them ” The Holy Quran says: “The moral values you hold are
merely theoretical in nature. 1 give the system in which these values will emcerge as
the true realities and this is my spccial feature; for example, You also say the
hungry shounkd be fed and I too, you say this as a mere sermon and advise and insist
on giving alms to the people; how is the hunger of the hungry eured with it, every
one knows; I give such a practical cconomies system in which no individual can
remain hungry: in this way | prove the truth of those moral values.”

The distinctive features ol Islam is that with its practical system all these
moral values are realized as truths. This is alone possible in Deen, not in “religion?”
That ts why Islam has becn termed as Ad-Deen (the way of life)--- and not religion,
so its comparison should be made with other systems of life, not with other religions.
The second Douht: The second question that raised is that there are innumerable
people to whom Islam has not reached yet; or (for example) a person is born to a
Hindu family and obeys very honestly his religion thinking it to be truer, what is the
fault of such a people due to which the avenues of prosperity (success) and
achievement be closed to him? This questions confuses and perplexes many minds,
therefore its thorough understanding is a must,

Had the madter of salvation and auspiciousness or reward and punishment
been merely emaotional, it would have been acceptable as to why a people who are
not at fault be punished at all. But when reward and punishment pertain to law, and
success and achievement be the name of the natural consequences of actions, the
emotions cannot have any say in it, for example the children of the village with no
school will remain illiterate and hence deprived of the benefits that the literate will
get. This is the most severe punishment these children are inflicted to, though they
are not at fault. How sympathetic you be to them, but the deficiency that has crept in
by being illiterate is the one that cannot be made up even by your sympathies and
subtle emotions. Here the guestions whose-fault-is-it does not arise. If a child does
not go to school for onc year complete due to illness, you do not promote him to the
next class only on the pretext that he is not at fault, Only that child would be
promoted (o the next class who has developed ability to be at par with. According to
the Holy Quran, only that person would reach the next stage of life who has
developed the potentiality to traverse these stages.

The same principle will also be applicable to those who, thinking their
religions to be true, follow their religion all their life in good faith. Some one’s eating
of arscnic as medicine in good faith, will not restrict its ill-effects te him on the
pretext that its eater had taken it honestly as medicine. The arsenic will produce its
effects unequivocaily whether some one has taken it consciously or inadvertently.
The nation that worships fire and water (Agni and Indar) cannot gain control over
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that

and run steam engines with'_lgelicf. It is clear that such a nation will remain deprived
of all benefits liable to be attained with the power of steam, This deprivation of theirs
is not a revengeful punishment inflicted on them by any one else. it is the natural
consequences of - - their ignorance; which no passion of sympathy can remove: it
can only be possible if and when the nation recourses to the law of Allah, harnesses
the forces of nature and then makes use of them for their benefit. According to the
Holv Quran, this alone is the law prescribed for success and achievement. Neither
any bedy’s aspiration have a play in it nor emotions. It has very clearly been
prodai'med that

“The judgement will neither be made in accordance with your wishes,
nor with the wishes of the “ people of Book™( judgements will be
made according to Our Law)” (Al-Quran 4/123)

and that faw is that whoever does wrong shall suffer the consequen” thercof.

And the law ought to be as such. If the law starts following the wishes of the
people, the system of the entire Universe would go into chaos :

“H the truth starts following whims and wishes (feelings) of the
people, there would be chaos in the earth and the heavens and
whatever is there in between,” (Al-Quran 23/70)

God can alone be the One who is over and above feelings. That is why the Holy
Quran says about (he nations which are ruined as the result of their erimes that:
“Their Rabb sent — the Road- Roller of the Law of Requital; which
leveled themt with the ground; and He feared not its consequences™
Al-Quran 91/14-15)

He had no anxiety on their total annihitation. ¢ did never throb and palpitate on it,
so much so that :

“neither the sky wept on them nor the earth .” (Al-Quran 44/29)

But do not think that His Law has no provision for recantation and revival
and if some one committed a crime any time, he became accursed for ever. No, there
is every opportunity of reforming after repentance: ‘

“Tell them: O’ My men, those of you who have committed excess
against themselves do not get disappointed from the blessings of God.
He will protect you from the harmful effects of all your
prevarication.” :(Al-Quran 39/35) ‘
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Its method is to do such good decds which put away the ioss done to you with vour
faltering, because :

“The harmful effects of deeds creating uncevenncss ean only be effaccd
by deeds creating beauty and consistency,”( Al-Quran 11/1 15)

Our Responsibility: Now the last thing is that there are peopte who could not get
the message of Islam. “Who is responsible for it? Obviously its responsibility lies on
us, the claimants of the inheritance of the Book. If we are unable to shoulder our
responsibility , the burden of wrong-doings of those whom we did not convey the
message of Islam lics on our shoulders. That is why the Holy Quran says that :

“They will carry their own burden as well as that of others.” 1 Al-
Quran 29/13)

Today in the absence of the system based on truth and righteousness, the
nations of the world are énmmitting inhuman crimes. A part of its chastisement lies
on our own shoulders and ou¥present condition is a clear proof of this phenomenon.
God assigned to us  the duty of superintendence of the comity of nations. Leaving
the watchfulness of others aside, we are no longer capable of maintaining ours,
therefore we today are paying (the penalty) for it. Whenever there is a theft any
where, it is the sleepy guard that is always doomed forthwith, so we are suffering the
chastisement of this negligence and our claim that Islam enjoy superiority over all
other systems can not save us from this torment and will never save us till we prove
ourselves worthy of its superiority by acting on it. '

At the end, | deem it necessary fo explain that whatever | have said in this treatise is neither
desired to offend followers of any religion, nor intended to despise (God forbid us) any of the founders
of these religionsy according to the Holy Quran, we have Eiman (conviction) that God
sent messengers to all the nations of the world; out of them the Holy Quran has mentioned a few by
their respectable names and the rest of them have not been mentioned by name. But whether the name
of any one is given in the Holy Quran or not, we pay respect to these Messengers from the core of our
heart, so much so that the confession of their Risalat (Divine Mission) is an integral part of our Eiman.
The Holy ‘Quran says that the truthful teachings of God were presented to them but later on these
teachings were cither reduced or added to; now these pristine and original teachings are only preserved
in the Holy Quran. When we represent the reality that Islam is the only true Deen of God. then its
teachings would hxve to be invariably compared with that of other religions and those found against the
Holy Quran cannot be true from our point of view. Whatever 1 have described about the teachings of
other religions is only in the perspective of this purpose. This reality should always be kept in view that
Islam does not want to pr(')ve itself better by speaking ill of others; it represents its goodness rationally.
and prevails upon others for its acceptance rationally. The Holy Quran enjoins us. “Da not call numes
to the idols of the poiytheists™, it teaches to be respectful to the worthy - of - respect personalities of the
whole world, but, of course, it shows the fallacy of teaching assigned to them. This should also be our
mode of conduct.
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