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Belief in Islam does not mean mere confession of

the existence of something. It really wmeans the
translation of the faith into action. Words without
deeds Carry no meaning in Islam. Therefore the term

“believe and do good” has been used like a rhrase 11
over the Quran. Belief in something meang that man
should inculcate . the qualities op carry out the
Prompting of guidance of that thing jn his action.

The Running Coseentary of the Haoly furan
by Or. X.R.Noorj
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Thus. if the Quran is to be understood. all these
obstacles must be removed, and with reason and
knowledge, the Quran must be understood from the Quran

itself.

(This article is based on the works of Allama Parwez,
Allama Igbal and Allama Aslam Jairajpuri)
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the inherited lore of ancient Syria and Babylonia”. But
today, to a Muslim all this is Islam !

Another obstacle is the so-called Traditions of
Muhammad (PBUH). When properly analyzed it becomes. as
H.A.R.Gibb says -"obvious that they were forgeries on a
large scale. There was no end to fabrication, and legal
maxims, Jewish and Christian materials, even aphorisms
rrom Greek philosophy were put into the mouth of
Muhammad (PBUH). Heligious and political parties
showed a suspicicus readiness to produce Sayings of
Muhammad (PBUH) in the defence of their particular
tenets, and as time went on these became more and more
categorical and detailed " To quote an interesting and
classical example of this: Once Khalifa Haroon stood on
the terrace flying pigeons. Beside him stood the
Chief Qazi of Baghdad. To please his master he came
out with a most injudicious flattery.  This is indeed
praiseworthy", he says, " for Muhammad (PBUH) alsc used
to fly pigeons !" And yet when a clash ocecurs between
the Quran and the Traditions, it is the Traditions that
supersede the Quran !

Ancestor worship is another hindrance between the
Quran and man. Of course the past generations must be
applauded for their acientific and cultural
achievements, but to say that they aloce could
understand the Quran and that the present and future
generations must only blindly follow them, is indeed a
dangerous attitude and the very negation of the Quranic
ideology. It reduces the Quran to historical and local
level, when it claims to be universal and eternal.

Last but not the least., Muslim history itself is
guilty of keeping man away from the Quran. It has been
raised to the status of a deity, and placed on a high
and sacred pedestal, so much 80, that whenever the
Quran and Muslim history come into conflict, it is the
Musliim history that gets the upper hand. Whenever a
Quranic idea is put forward, it is rejected not decause
Quran does not sanction it, but because Muslim history
does not prove it ! Such is the logic, and it. needs no
comment . .
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English proverb aptly conveys, “ what cannot be cured
must be endured.” But the original meaning of it is
perseverance on a straight and right path. The two
meanings can give a completely different and opposite
complexion to the  Quranic ideology and the modern
meaning of it can influence the whole attitude of mind

adversely. Another example is that of .
Originally it meant “obedience to & ruler”, but today
it denotes ‘“worship”. The change in the meaning
strikes the very basis of Quranic ideology - from a

social order Islam is reduced to the private affair of
the individual. Happily, the original mesnings are all
preserved in old Arabic poetry. which is to be found in
Arabic literature and dictionaries, so there is really
no problem in reviving the old meanings and
connotations.

it is clear from the above discussions that if the
Quran is understood with reason and knowledge, and on
the principles laid down by the Quran itself, the Quran
promises definite results. But it is a pity that the
Quran which was to have direct access to man, has been
obstructed by certain later developments. For instance
when Syria, Egypt, Persia and India came in contact
with the Muslims, and the people of these countries
overnight embraced Islam, they were naturally bound to
bring along with them their pre-conceived 1ideas which
then infiltrated into Muslim belief, may they be Magi,
Jewish, Christian or Hindu. All kinds of institutions
like hereditary monarchy, unlimited private ownership,
mysticism, order of ‘“darveshes” sainthood, caste
system, and ancestor worship etc. became part and
parcel of Islam, irrespective of the fact whether the

Quran sanctioned them or not. Indeed things came to
such a pass that as long as an individual observed the
four outward rituals of "namaz’, ‘rozah”, “haj” and

“zakat®, he could introduce any idea he liked in the
fold of Islam. H.A.R.Gibb in his book * Muhammadanism: -
A Historical Survey" speaks of it as follows: The
preachers he says, =~ in the form of sermons  or
commentaries on Quranic text, stuffed the minds of
their hearers with materials derived from the .vast
heterogeneous sources - ancilent Arabian legends,
Christian, Zorocastrian, and even Buddhist stories,
materials from the Gospels and Jewish Haggoda, and all
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example is ithat of ‘;““ It is & word used {for a hourse
Lhat is second in the race. IL 'is so close Lo Lhe {irst
Lhal ils uose touches Lhe back of the first, bul yet it
does not 2o whead of it. Dr. Buck, in his “coswmic
conscienge” slates Lhal Lhe German Language which is
also rich in concepts has round about fifty of them,
but the Arabic Languasge has over six hundred concepts'.
A language with so many concepts alone was capable and
worthy of being used as a medium of the Quran, the Book
 that was to be eternal and universal. Hence H.A.R Gibb
admite in his " Modern Trends in Islan” that the Quran
cannot be translated, for the original meaning cannot
be properly conveyed. All that we can do is to convey
the meaning by paraphrasing the word, or composing the
dictionary of the Quran.

The Quran, however, is revealed in a very simple
language. Arabic literature otherwise may be often
very high brow and difficult, as the literature of any
other language is, but the Quran says of itself, in
Surah 26 verse 195. "It is in plain Arabic speech.” In
another verse 28 of Surah 39 it says"” " The Quran is in
Arabic containing no crookedness”. Yet at another rlace
it says: "And we have made this book easy in thy
language”. (44/58) Thus it L5 clear that there should
be no difllculty in the understanding of it. The words
are plain and simple, they have no hidden spiritual
meaning. They need no mystical experience in the
underatanding of them. They are self-explanatory and
acceasible to all . '

But of course, the meaning of the words must be
those which prevailed at the time of the Revelation
itself. It is a known fact that in the course of time
all languages undergo great changes;words no longer
express the original meaning, they start representing
ideas completely alien to the original text, and
conjure images in our minds that are false as far as
the original is concerned. For example, if in
Shakespeare s plays the word “clerk” meaning "Bishop”
when he wrote it, 1is understood as clerk in . its modern
meaning, it is apt to change the whole idea that
Shakesgpeare meant to express. In the same way, the
Arabic word i today means what the following
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to study the fall of nations due to disobedience to
Allah s laws. They would not have met this fate, had
they not deviated from the permanent, universal laws.
The second test is that of studying the Quran on the
basis of contemporary knowledge, and finding out as to
how it solves the various problems. And thirdly, it
suggests that its laws be practised and experimented
upon, and then judged from the results that ensue, for
the objective of the Quran is to produce resultis

The pragmatic test thus coveres the past, present
and future.

The appeal of the Quran is to reason and
ir..ellect. In Surah 7 verse 52, the Quran says:
“Verily, We have brought them a ‘scripture which we
expound with knowledge." Again at another place it
saya: " We have detailed our revelation for a people
who have knowledge and understanding” . (6/98-99)
Thus the belief of the Quran is based ' on reason,
knowledge and understanding. It is possible that in
the beginning there might be a superficial difference
of pinion on some minor issues, Jjust as there is among
scientists. PBut after discussion and exchange of views
a unity of understanding is arrived at, with the help
of the Quran itself, for the Quran claims that there
can be no two opinions about the meaning of its verses.

of courée 1 need hardly point out that alongside
with reason and knowledge esincerity of purpose and
disinterested search for Truth are also needed.

The next important factor in the understanding of
the Quran is the Arabic lenguage, the medium of
Revelation. How vast, profound and comprehensive this
language is, it can hardly be emphasised. Scholars have

realized in their attempt to translate the Quran as to

how inadequate other languages are to exXpress the
meaning of the Quran. The Arabic words are deeply rich
in concep:ts, that is, the capacity to form & concrete
image before the nind“s eye when a particular word is
uttered. For example, there is the word ‘weak” or
“feeble . When spoken in Arabic, it conjures the
picture of a new-born baby camel that again and again
tries to stand up on its weak and feeble legs. Another
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considerth creations of the heavens and thé earth. and
say: Our Lord ! Thou createdst not this in vain. Glory
" be to Thee !"™ (3/191).

Thus the more the scientists consider. the more
they will admire His sovereignty and glory.

There are many- references to ancient history as

well in the @Quran. - Archaeclogical diascoveries is a
field of knowledge that DbDear concrete and factual
witness to. the history in the Quran. Thus as

knowledge increases, the Quranic Truths are unfolded
and as such, the last word on the Quran will have to be
left to the last man on earth. , :

As mentioned above, the various topics are spread
all over the Quran, and are not written chapter by
chapter. Hence, when one particular subject is under
study, &ll1 the relevant verses sghould be first
collected together and then studied as a whole. If the
system of studying verse by wverse is followed, the
meaning of the individual verse may become clear but-
the teaching and education of the Quran does not
manifest itaelf. ’

Also, there is a fundamental unity in the
teachings of the Quran, and s0 it must be studied as a
whole. One verse must not be analyzed separately from
the rest of the Quran; it must be seen in its context.
For example, if without the conception of the Islamic
social order before us it is mentioned that the Quran
does not envisage a coinage system, and that the word
“"ownership” 1is alien to the Quranic Ideology, or that
party system is the very negation of Islamic democracy,
it will all sound impossible, because they were
mentioned as8 isolated ™units. But when the whole
Quranic Ideology is before us, these very ideas will
most perfectly fit into it. In fact, once the Ideology
has been fully understood, then an idea, or even a mere
sentence or sub-heading will indicate and reflect the
whole system, Jjust as one pure clean dew drop can
reflect the whole sun in all its glory.

To its disbeiievera, the Quran offers a pragmatic
teat. One test is that of past history. Man is asked
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regults this conception has on the development of man s
character and personality. Another injunction is that
of the conception of " ownership ". The Quran explains
that land has been created for the sustenance of all
humankind. Thus man must not own but use land: he must
not arrest 1its growth but leave it open for all
humankind; he must not possess., but control land. When
man owns land he becomes Allah s Rival and Shareholder.
Sc¢ far, man has developed the idea of state ownership
to replace individual ownership, but time and
experience will show that the very word "ownership" is
defective.

These examples suffice for the injunctions for
human relationship. Reference to the outer universe in
the Quran UNFOLD their significance as human knowledge
expands and widens. In Surah 41 verse 53, the Quran
mentions this very point. = "We shall show them our
rortents on the horizons and within themselves until it
will be manifest unto them that it. is the Truth”. In
the following verses references are made to the
portents or signs which will be unfolded as science
develops. " Have not those who disbelieve”, says the
Quran in verse 21/30, " Know that the various planets

were all of one piece, then we parted them and we made

every living thing of water ? Will they not then
believe"? At another place, the Quran says "He hath
created the heavens and the earth with truth. He
maketh night to asucceed day, and He maketh .day to
succeed night and He constraineth the sun and the moon
to give servicde, each running on for an appointed
term."” (39/6). In another verse the Quran says" "It is

not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor doth the'

night outstrip the day. They <float each in an
orbit"”.(36/39). Again in verse 2/164 the Quran says:
"Lo! in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and
the difference of night and day, and the ships that run
upon the sea with that which is of use to men, and the
water which Allah sendeth down from the sky, thereby
reviving the earth after its death, and d¥spersing all
kinds of beasts therein. and in the ordinance of the
winds and the clouds obedient between heaven and earth;

are signs of Allah"s sovereignty for people who have.

sense."” In another verse the Quran says: " Such as
remember Allah, standing, sitting and reclining, and

I

[




tition that - “=°Y%  peans ﬁ'%*’-(*-* that is
u:..-.aL,s_- aerving -another.

Now t.o come to the next pr:mclpla of the exegesis
of the Quran. It is to be taken into ccmaideration
that the Quran consists of two parts: A very small
part of it is injunctions for human guidance, given in
direct and succinct manner, while the major part deals
with Absolute Truthe in sallegorical etyle, for these
truths cannot be described. in any other way. These
direct: injunctions and the absolute Truthe are not to
be Jjudged in the context of history. the Quran
transcends all space and time, it is universal and
eternal. It ie therefore applicable to all places and
all ages. At no time or space can the Quranic verses
stand back -and say that they have  been exhauated and
cannot move any further. A man-made law naturally is
local and historical, for it ie made in the- -context of
particular historical needs and background,. .On the
other hand, the Quranic laws &nd Truthe are. more  and
more appreciated as humsan knowledge and . experience
increases. The verses regarding the direct injunctione
for human guidance when practised. reveal the WHY of
these injunctions, For example "Conaultation" is. laid
down as . the method for making decisions within
fundamental Quranic laws. At the time of Revelation,
this injunction is accepted on its face value, but as
time passes man is able to appreciate mope and more the
reason why thie injunctions was laid down.  Similarly,
the idea that "all mankind is one human family,  is
appreciated better today, for through experience, the
evils of geographical., racisl end colour divisions have
been. brought out into bold relief.  So far, those
injunctions have been mentioned Wwhich Man has. already
been realized to a great extent... One or two more
examples will be given below which Man has not yet
seen through but will in the future. One of -them is
that no man has. the right to rule over another.:
Sovereignty cannot lie with an individual, a group.of
individuals or people as a whole. The charscteristics
of sovereignty, such as absolute, supreme. -indivisible
and inalienable cannot be the characteristice .of any.
human organization. The Quran therefore- expleirns that
* Allah alone is sovereign”. {39/61) - One day, man
will see ita significance, and realize_‘th_e wonderful
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verse 65 of GSurah 6: * See how we display the
Rovelation by stating it again snd aogain sc that they
may understand”. As an example of this, you may note
that at one place the Quran speaks of the movement of
the varicus planets, the stars the clouds and the

variouz birds and animals, and explains as to how
perfectly they move or ljive according to the universal

laws of Naturc and maintain complete proportion. ‘fhen
man is also asked to maintain this proportion in his
life. In this c¢xample, the leccson was drawn from
Nature. At another place, the fact that man should

maintain proportion in life, ico derived from history.
Reference is made to the past nations, who disobeyed
Allah’s laws and were thus destroyed in ospite of their
power and splendour and wcalth. They had destroyed
proporticn in their lives, and zo they fell.

The versco quoted above are noteworthy for another
reason alco. In one verse (76/19) the Quran had stated
that “ Upon Us rccteth the explanation thercof”. In
another versze ( 6/65) it had said that thc revelation
io diocplayvecd by repeating it". From these two verse it
iz clcar that the verses are explained by repetition.

. For instonce let us take the meaning of the word
Gweln one verse the Quran explains that when Moses and
Aaron invited Pharaoh to accept the Divine Law, Pharaoh
- pcplicd scornfully as follows” "should we put faith in
two mortaols like ourselves, and whose folk are servile
unto us?" (23/47) The word for "gervile" in the
original versc is wauwsle . So it is clear here
that thc word = o mcans servile or ruled by another.
Continuing the argumecnts betwecn Mozsea and Pharach, the
‘Quran stated in another verse: " And this is the past
favour where with thou recproachest me: that thou hast
enslaved the children of Israel ?7 (26/22) For the word
enslaved again, the original is ‘S~ . Once again it

is obvious that BV means “servile” or
"gubordination” to another. In another verse the Quran
says: " That ye serve none, save Allah". (11/26). Here
again the word Jaall  is used for “serve". Yet in
another verse (12/40) the Quran says: " The decision
rests with Allah only, who hath commanded you, that Ve
scrve none save Him".. Here the word J;,( anc

,guﬂ have been used which is self explanatory through
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The second rule pointed out by the Quran is that
it is self-explanatory, and as such describes itself as
@)% that is, " clear light”. In surah 4, verse
175 the Quran says " We have sent down unto vou a clear
light”. Light, as we know, is not only self
illuminating, but the surroundings are also illuminated
by it. It does not need the aid of another light to
illuminate it. The sun, for example, does not depend
on a lantern or any electric bulb to make its presence
felt. In the same way, the Quran does not need the
help of another to make its meaning clear. Its meaning
is self-explanatory. - Again and again <the Quran
emphasizes this. At one place it says, “ Then Lo !
upon Us rested the explanation thereof". (76/19). At
another place it says:” This is a scripture the
revelation whereof are perfected and then expounded”.
{11/1). Thus it is clear that the Q@Quran must be
understood from the Qurasn itself. Just as a rose-bud
must be allowed to be opened itself by the process
designed by the Creator, or else the petals will fall
off if man touched it, in the same way the meaning of
the Quran must be opened by its creator by the process
designed by Him.

Furthermore, the Quran does not claim to be merely

a book of codified laws and injunctions, or a book
wherein are collected the formulas for making the
wireless set, the railway engine or the asputnik. It is
not just a book of information, but something much more
than that. Its objective and its method of explanation
is that of educating the mind and changing its attitude
towards life. Its aim is to bring about a revolution
inside the man himself, for after all, the external
malerial civilisation is the expression of the internal
apiritual condition of man himself. To serve Lhis
purpnse therefore, the Quran does not give, like the
man-made books, different subjects chapter by chapter.
The different subjects are spread out from the
beginning of the Book to the end of it. By repetition
and from different angles the point is brought home.
At one place the Quran mentions a point, at another it
defines it, and yet at another place, it first explains
it brlefly and later in detail. This process is called
g_JLk «—a3yad , that is, explaining a certain point
by repeating it again and again. The Quran says in
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understand it as it is, and not on the basis ol our own
preconceived ideag and according Lo our own wishes.
Quranic laws sre not Lo be Judged in the context of
man-made laws. They are not tu be moulded according to
and made subservient to ocur own likes and dislikes.
@Quranic laws may be wholly rejected or accepted on
their own merit, but if they are to be moulded
according Lo our own wishes, our inclinations and oar
‘emotions, then obviously it is no longer the Quran.
For example, there is the idea of “ownership". The
‘Quran say that Allah alone is the owner of the land,
and those men who own land are assuming to be the
rivals of Allah or shareholders in His right to
ownership. Now in a man-made social order, "ownership"
is its wvery basis, may its concept be individual or
state ownership, so much so, that ownership has come to
bhe looked wupon as something very natural and
indigputable. Of course, if man does not wish to apply
the Quranic idea, he can reject it by all means, but he
certainly cannot interpret and twist it to suit his own
emotions and his own laws, for then it is no longer the
Quranic law. By asking man to approach it without any
mental reservation and to judge its laws on their own
merit,. the @Quran has not asked the impossible. When an
individual studies the "Mercantile Theory” or the
"Communist Ideology” he judges it on its own merit and
accepts or rejects 1t accordingly. In fact, a human
-being is naturally expected to do this, he being an
.intelligent rational - being,the characteristics which
differentiate him from the lower animals. A man may
not wish to aprroach a book  without mental
reservations, but that ias a different matter. The fact
remains, that in the capacity of a rational animal, he
can study ideas on their own merit.

Thus the absolute objectivity of the Quran, every
word of which is revealed and does not bear even a
shadow of man’'s subjectivity, carries no meaning if it
is to be considered subservient to man s wishes. The
meaning of the "“Kalima", " La Illah Il1lillah' is very
significant in this context. The " La" explains the
negative aspect, that is, the complete rejection of all
pre-conceived ideas, and the word " Illa" denotes the
acceptance of the Quranic ideas.
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PRINCIPLES OF THE EXEGESIS OF THE QURAN
(QURAN . ~ FAHMI )
By
SHAMIM ANWAR

To the layman and to the prospective research
scholar of the Quran. different and even paradoxical
interpretations is a very baffling and a discouraging
factor. Ordinarily, if any book had as many
interpretations as there are its readers it would not
only be devoid of all greatness, but it would deserve
to be thrown in the waste paper basket. And yet, it is
taken for granted that the Quran has several and
contradictory meanings ! We never satop to think
whether this is posaible or should be possible, and if
it is, whether we should continue to have faith in it.
Juat imagine the situation if conversation between two

people, contract between two business firms, or
treaties between two countries could be interpreted in
different ways ! There would indeed be utter chaos,

disorder and disunity. How can the Quran, that came as
a challenge to intellectual confusion, as a solution to
all problems, and as a basis of a stable, homogeneous
and peaceful social order be subject to contradictory
ideas, leading to sectarianism and disunity ? Surely,
there must be something wrong somewhere in the approach
to the Quran; for the Quran, if it is what it claims
to be, cannot have contradictory interpretations.

It is 1nterest1ng to note that principles of the
exegesis of the Quran have been explained by the Quran
itself; they have not been left to every individual s
discretion for that would have defeated its very
purpose. The Quran guarantees that if these principles
are faithfully followed‘ there is no possibility of any
confusion in the understanding of it.

The first condition that the Quran puts forward is
that it shaould be approached without any mental
regervations. In Verse 79 of Surah 56 it is stated:
"None can understand the Quran, save those who have
cleared their minds of all pre-conceived ideas". We are
thus asked to judge the Quran on its merit, and to



