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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Edoeationis 29

appreciaton of the blessings of good government - these are the ohjecls which
the founders of the collepe have prominently in view."12 This address precisely
and comprehensively summarises all that Syed Abmed sioed for as an
educationist.

With his tremendous responsibility that he had selfimposed upon himself,
he decided to resien (rom his job so that he could devote all his time o the
project thas was s0 deur w his heart.

= gontinued -

12 Graham - “Sved Ahoed Knan” pages 180-183.
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Syed Ahmed had 1o meet some difliculiees before the foundation of ihe
college was laid, He was veory keen o aliimately cstablish a University which
would be conteolled by the Musiims them sclves and free from state control. But
the British Govemment refused 10 give a grant-in-aid for a univemsity, This was a
sel-back to his plans, but true 1o his personality he decided 10 do whatever wag
possible and  whatever was permissible for the lime beingd® The second
difficulty was allotment ol land in Aligarh. The Collector of (he arca ang the
British community epposcd it, For a moment 1t seemed as i the whole scheme
would have w be shebved, But the matier was s00n sored owl by the new
Licutenant-Govermor and (he parade ground in the Cantonemnent was allatied on
{wo conditions, Firstty, that the building plans must have previous sanction ol the
Government. Secondly, il the college ciosed, the land and the puildings would

revert to the govemnment without compensation. Syed Ahmed consented to these
condilons,

Having overcome these obstacles withirt their limitations, the foundation of
the school was laid in 1R75 as a slepping-sione towards the college. This school
was soon visited by Sir William Muir who reiterated the govemment policy 1n
aiving support Lo the sccular leaming, but a Chrisigin government could not
inculzate Hindu or Tslamic tenets.1l It was hoped by Syed Ahmed thot the
vicemy, Lord Neonhbrook would be able 0 lay the frundation stone of the
college. But he retemed o England in ihe meantime and this function was
performed by his successor. Lord Lytton in 1877, The inaugural address read by
Syed Mahmud 15 worth quoting: “The College, of which your Excellency iz ahoul
1o lay 1he foundation-stone,” he said, *diflfers in many important respects from all
other educational institutions which this counlry has seen. There have been
others built by soverelens and supponed by Lhe revenucs of (he stae. But this is
the first e in the history of the Mubhammadans of India that a college owes IS
csthlishment, not © the charity or love of jcarning. of an individual, not to the
splenidid patronage of a monarch, bt 1o the combined wishes and the united
clfores of a whole community., [t has its prigins in causes which the history of this
country has never witnessed before.” The aim of the college was, he explained,
"o dispe! those illusory traditions of the past which have hindered our progress;
(o remmove those prejudices which ave hitherto exercised a banefy! influence on
our TAce: to inspire in the dreanty minds of the peopie of the East the rractical
encrey which blongs 10 those of the wests (o make the Mussaimans of India
worhy and uselul subyecks of the Britich Crowt; 10 inspire in them inyalty which
springs, not {rom servile submission o a foreign rule, but from genuine

T The Aligesh Colloge botame a university in 1970 but only after a great deal of sbuggle. and

thon Eco L was 1ot Tree of stale comieal.
it Craham - “Syed Ahmed Khan” pages 165-1665.



LY A : . u J"‘:”]’Wﬁb#

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Educationist iy

and geographical Aligash became the venuc of the grand project. TLwas a gl
town, but Sycd Ahmed helieved that like “liitle  towns of Oxford and
Chambridge” Aligarh will become Ot famous than Bigper cities of India, for
grample, Dol

Perhaps one of the most challenying aspect of the scherne was raising of
funds. A “Muhamnisdan Anglo-Orienial College rund Committee” was formed.
with branches in small and big towns of the coundry. Syed Ahned enjoined upon
fricnds whereever they may be 1o open sub-hranches and help in collecting funds.
T laxed all his ingenuity and resourcefnliess 10 gel money oul ol his people. He
wied everylhing from loucry 10 personal appearance On the penny-reading
heatre, Details given by Hali present 2 real saga ol determination and enthusiasm
and resourcefulness, These details may not delain us here, What needs (0 be
emphasised is thal Syed Ahmed had 10 begin [rom seratch, The Muslims did not
appreciate the value of wostern cducation and wore loath to spend on il They
wasted ‘whatever moncy they had on uscless customs and coremonics, On
fabuloas clothes and honscs. All this pained Syed Atrred and there are copious
relerences 10 it in his speeches and articles. He regretied that in spending moncy
they had ©o sense of discrintination. They spent lavisily and willingly on
wedding pifts for thei children and en other foolish customs, cven morngaged
property, buat grudond spending on cducation and knowledge. Yes, generons they
werc, but il was a misplaced gencrosity, they were alsa selfish. They spent 1acs of
mspoes 0N MOSQUes. tombs, "amambaras’ ‘Khankas™ and charity meals, 10
guaranice for themselves pearl-studded palaces in heaven. This was business,
pure and simple and must be comdermnned, There was o service othet than service
to the people. Besules all this, the Muslims, as we have {jlscuﬁgcd already in
Chapter 1 wetC an impoverished peope ceonenically. and o maks malcrs
waorse, the Resumplion of {and and forfeitare of educational trusis proved fatal
10 Muslim cducation.® In the medicval Muskim scl-uph. devoling 8 litlle time 0 2
few puplls and imparting knowicdge was mom 4 religious duty than 2 sataried
job as a government empioyee, The cuslom wis for the state Lo assign land
schools and colleges. Wealthy individuals did the same. Thus the Educational
Trusls were 4 Sounce of vast income which had now been taken Qvel by the
Governmient, But no allemative arrangements were mude for Muslim cducation .
that could atiract thoir IndcIest. Humeer admited hat "the English India have
failod in their doly wwards the Mugsalmans......” 10 481 these ClrCUMmSances 10

" manage o butld arand edilices, recopnised by ¥isilors as probably the grangdest in
India is no casy achicvemaont.

5 See Appendix 1. T
1 1 Womrar - “The melian wussalmans” page 170
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learning by rol, there were pol ciough teachers and of course English as medium
of tnstruction prescated difficultics. He found many objections due o projudice,
but on the whole it was ime that the government system of education was not
adequate 1o mect the needs of the Muslims, even il some changes were made in
i Thus his most fercaching and momentous conclusion was "that af e
Muslinis wished 1o preserve their ancicnt leaming, 10 prolit from rtodem ans and
seienecs, and Lo impart o their children an education adequale 1o meel both 1halr
spirituat and matcrial needs, there was b0 course Open 1o them but to divise an
coucational syslem of their own.”T Here was his principie of sclf-help in which
e bolieved as an anicle af faith Tor the rest of his lfc, He used to say that scif-
help is better than thousands of efforts made by IRC gOVETIIMET. Tor him il was
pathetic and disgraceful that the Indians should Jook upto the government for
every delil, even their children's education. Indians ould progress only when
they organised  cducalion themselves  with thoir own funds, thoir own
admimisiration and their own ellforts without the inderference from  the
aovernment, OF course, iU 15 the government's duty to cooperate through their
aysiomh of grons-in-aid, hut no more. This is as it should be because the
government could not Fuifi1 the peculiar peeds of the varied population of Indsa.
i
The pext step was 10 pul forward a scheme for the cstablishment of
Mubharnmadan- Anglo-Oriental  University, which was i keeping with his
artalysis: that is, there should be teaching of woslermn ans and scicnces atong with
religions instruction for Muslims. The colicge was o have throe sections: (1)
Teaching of wesiem fcaming through the medium of English. {2y Teaching of
westemn leaming through the medium of urdu, (3) Teachting ol orental leamning
in Arahic and Persian. Above ull religious instruclion was to be cumpuisory in ail
the sections. Copics of (his schome were sent 10 the provincial govemmenis and
the centrgl govermnment. The response from hern all was very eneouraging, the
only condilion they put forward was that their couperation and financial ald
would be only for the weslern sciences and arts, in ather words, only [or secular
courses. Indeed, Syved Ahmed found this 10 be in the fitness of whings, or he
would prefer thut Muslims themiselves were enlirely responsibice for their own
peculiar needs. needs that were differont from other sections of the population.
The Iotiers received Mrom the provincial or local and coniral govermnments arcatly
sirenghened the position of the "Commitles for the Advangement of Learming
among Mushms.”

The site for the propased university was atso decided on the basis of &
guestionaire circuiated 2mong the people. FOr various rcasons, cultural, climatic

! %af Hussain Hali - “Hayate-Jovaid"” page 226.
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down prejudices and bardiers against wesem cducation, he was also taking
praciical steps i the realisation of his plans 1o cstablish a college. {or it was aher
all o college Ul was going 10 be the focus of his movement o change the
outlook of his people.

Accordingly Syed Ahmed prganised 2 "Corumitiee for the Advancement of
Lcarning among Musiims.” The objective of the commities was 1o asceriain from
the NMuslims themselves as 1o what werc e e ohjcctions ey had in
adrnilting thetr children 1o the TUMETOUs poveTnment schools and COHEEES that
nad sprUNg up In the walke of the new cducational policy. cvolved gradunily since
the year 1813, The Commitiee announced A CESAy competition on thig theme,
that is, why Buslims were pot henefining from weslem sducation, and for the
{hree best £58ays hre WeIS to be prizes of five hundred, three hundred ang one
nundred and ity Tupees. )

To Sycd Ahmed he first mesting of she Commilies was 4 .ucial one. He
wondered whether he would he able 1o motivate 4 propic suflering {from apathy
laramount 1o i menial discase.t Howver, (e response was nol as had as he
thowuht if would e, Alioguther, thify WO C3ays Wele rocoived by it
Commities. Mandi A¥s was adjudged the hest bt he declined to Lake the prize.
Afer a carcll perusal of the cssays, Syed Ahmed summarised the Muslim
nhjections 10 wesiarm cducation and came 1o some definile conclusions, The main
phjections & wostern ans and SCACRCCE WOTC (33 There was 10 religious
instruclion in poverTment wchools and  collepes (2 Woestem giucanon
wndenmined wid cubveried religous helicls. (3 They had prejudice against .
learping {rom non-Muslim teachers. (&) Their owm pecutiar morals and Manners
were corrupked. {5 Tox hooks plen conlainad matenal thal was prcjudiciui 10
Islum. (& The method of weaching wis defective - thore was ::mphusis om

"

——

3 Syl Alwned bl alrendy eommumicated his soheme fur circulation (o Wahdi Al from
1.aton. Bul 3iahdi All had put i salely in & box gaying that evprybody 15 9L 2 Syed
Ahmud o be abbe W accaromlish sach projects - AuH Haldi - “Hayatc-Javaid” prgt 223,

& "} gerived at Syed Alumed"s house”s +1hdi Ali mld Hali, "2 day pefare the inaugural eeling
of the Comemivee, and slepl in Lhe same Toeim Wil him. He talked until midnight about the
cducatiom of the Muslims, aiter which b went 1 slecp. Waking sulldenly af aboul w0 Slock
in the moTg, | [eamed Sved Ahmed mussing Srom his Bedd, S0 1 went ol of the Toom L&
look [or fam. fmagine MY slsrmTise Bl Finding him walking 9P and down the yeranilan amd
crying as if ms ezl wenald broaks *Sud nows Jrom senewierc? 1 skt AN iOUSIY- "Wo sad
noews™, e Teplied, orying the more profusely, st what cauld e sadsder than b think of he
Muslims condiven? Tt s perling wOrss SVELY duy, sl 1 sec nn prospoits ©f ks evel
imareving.” hon he added 11 hve T hape ol any gond cuming vl of Wmaew' s peeting-
{ have been worryimg he whole night aiaul 1ls oURS0IE, bt T wonber i 1015 goifng toave
e pyoom anybody.” That night fal Al loamed b rospocl T mere than ever

ey
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- continued
CHAPTER V
£
MUHAMMADAN ANGLO-ORIENTAL COLLEGE
i In the hisiory of westem education in India the Charter Act of 1813 was a )

wming poing, It set aside a lac of rupees a vear for the advancement of the ans
and sciences. Also [ree entry wis allowed to Christian russionanes, who among,
other things, suve considerable atiention 1o educanion, and catablishied schools
and colicges in major towns and cities, In 1833 Govemor-Geoneral Betinek
pabiished his Resolution based oo Macaulay's Minutes. The Reselution was "ol
the opinion thut the gmeac object of the British Government ought 1o b the
promotion of European literature and scienee ameong the natives of India; and that
41t the funds appropriated for the pupose of education would best be emipioyed
om English cducation alone ... throegh the medivm of English language ™
Vincomt Smith says this was "perbaps the most far-reaching single measure m the
whale nircteenth century,”? The next stage ol development iowards "exiending
far more widely the means of acquiring gencral European Knowledpe” wis Sir
o Charics Wood's Despatch of 18540 As a resull of this, universitics were
estabiished in Rowebity, Madrs and Caleuna in the year 1857, The granks-in-aid
Syslem was also intreduced, which encouraged the cstablishment of private
sehools and colleges all over the coantry. Thus, apant [rom (e emporsry sei-
hack cavsed by be "Mutiny', India wis soon covered by a net-work of both
povemmen and privaie schools and colleses. Side by side with these educational
policies, the English language beeame the medium of Jegal and administrative
procecdings, making the study of English indispensable in the acguisiion of
official, ceomomic and socisl status in the sockety.

fut

- n spile af the scrious implications ol these decisions, the Muslims
remained wloot which & not aliogether surpasing, Thnter has exprossed thas
cloguently. "Had (he Mussalmans been wise, they would have perceived change,
and zecopred Lheir [te, But a7l ancicni CONQUCARE THCE Canadm easily divest ilsell
of the teaditions of its nobler days,"3 Giving stalistics he explains, "Fwen as late
as PXA(-G2 here was oy one Mussalmag o ton Hindus in our schoel . e
nupiher o Muhammadan siudem bears no fair valio o dw muhamm aden
popuiation. ™ Such was the silwtion that Syed Ahnied bad 1o conliont. So while
he hod lauwrchod an imellectual onstauzhl throuagh *Talwabul-Akahlxg” o broak

L Cuuted in "Indian Bducational Pelivy” by W Maston.

z Vineont Smith - “Onford Histary of India” page 718
| 3 W.Hualer - "The Indian Mussalmans” pags 132,

1 e pages ERd-155.
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