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WAR AND PEACE 
By 

Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq 
---------------------------------- 

Islam is an invitation for universal peace. One of the meanings of the word ‘Islam’ is 
peace. Traditionally, whenever two Muslims meet, they wish each other peace. In fact, 
one of the characteristics of Muslims is that whomsoever they meet, they wish him 
peace. 
 
 
 
 “Only the saying, peace, peace…56/26 
The concept of universal peaceful-co-existence, as suggested by Islam, has been 
discussed in detail when we were considering an Islamic political system. 
Islam recognizes that there will be people who will wish to disturb peace to obtain 
unlawful advantage for themselves. Nations may even go to war with peaceful neighbors 
to acquire some benefits for themselves. Islam exhorts Muslim nations to keep 
themselves ready to oppose the machination of such people. ‘A military might’ must be 
kept in readiness so that the enemies might think twice before indulging in violence. 
 
 
 
 
“And make ready for them whatever force you can muster and horses tied at the frontiers, 
to frighten thereby the enemy of Allah and your enemy and others beside them…”  8/60. 
This is mobilization for self defence and the defence of a way of life. Mischief seeking 
people would be prevented for oppressing fellow beings who are fully equipped to take 
them on. Muslim people are forbidden to resort to violent means when persuading other 
people to accept their way of life. But they must also not submit to violence when other 
people initiate it for nefarious designs. 
The Quran allows a resort to war only on two occasions. First, when their country, nation 
or way of life is threatened. 
 
 
 
 
“Permission (to fight) is given to those on whom war is made because they are 
oppressed. And surely Allah is able to assist them. Those who are driven from their home 
without a just cause except that they insist on living by God’s laws alone…” 22/39-40 
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This is a defensive war. Secondly, the Muslims are also permitted to initiate a war when 
an oppressed nation or people who are being denied human rights of freedom, call upon 
them for assistance against the oppressor. Most Muslims had migrated from Mecca to 
Medina where they had established their own sovereign state. For various reasons, some 
Muslims remained in Mecca. The local rulers perpetrated all sorts of oppression on them 
for no fault of their own. 
Addressing the Muslims in Medina, the Quran says,  
 
 
 
 
“And what reason have you not to fight in the way of Allah and of the weak among the 
men and the women and the children who say our Nourisher , take us out of this town 
whose people are oppressors and grant us from thee a friend and grant us from thee a 
helper…”4/75. 
It must be noted that the only two occasions the Muslims have been allowed to go to war 
are when violence is initiated by the enemy either in the form of a full fledged declared 
war or in the form of violating human rights by force of people who are not in a position to 
fend for themselves. In no other case, whatever, are the Muslims allowed to initiate 
violence for war. All disputes must be settled in a peaceful manner. 
 
 
 
“And fight in the way of Allah against those who fight against you but never be aggressive 
(or transgress the Allah’s Limits)…”2/190. 
So much for the oft repeated myth that Islam spread by the sword. If individual Muslim 
rulers in history did do so, it was clearly in violation of Allah’s laws. Islamic preference for 
a peaceful settlement of differences is demonstrated by the divine injunction. 
 
 
 
“And if they incline to peace, incline you also to it and trust in Allah…” 8/61. 
There is no insistence on an unconditional surrender. Even if the Muslims have a 
strategic or tactical advantage over the enemy, fighting must stop because there has 
appeared a reasonable chance that a recourse to violence is no longer necessary for 
settlement of the dispute. In fact, the Quran suggests that there should be an 
international agreement that there should be long periods of cease-fire so that emotions 
cool down and reason takes over. 
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“Surely, the number of months with Allah is twelve by Allah’s ordinance since the day 
when He created the heavens and the earth – of these four are sacred…9/36. 
Men of arms would protest against such an arrangement. Whenever, an army is 
strategically on the offensive and has the opponent on the run, the generals would hate 
to cease-fire. But the aim of all wars is to regain peace. No vested interest of any type 
must be allowed to interfere with this process. In fact, the Arabs in the times of 
Messenger Mohammed (pbuh) has such an arrangement of four moths as of cease fire in 
force. There was, however, a small complication. The Arabs worked on a lunar calendar. 
It had 356 days. To conform to the seasons, they used to forget one month every three 
years to be in conformity with a solar calendar. This practice was called ‘Nasee’. Those  
who kept a record of the cease fire months used to cheat at times when they had a 
military advantage. The Quran has condemned this. 
 
 
 
 
“Postponing of the sacred months is only an addition in disbelief whereby those who 
disbelieve lead people astray. They allow it one year and forbid it another year that they 
may agree in the number of months which Allah had made sacred and thus make lawful 
what Allah has forbidden….” 9/37 
Once a war has been initiated and there is no inclination towards peace from any side, 
the Quran exhorts the Muslims to fight with no holds barred so that a state of war may be 
brought to an end as quickly as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“And fight them wherever you find them and drive them out from where they drove you 
out. Remember, a state of persecution and lack of peace is worse than slaughter. Do not 
fight them in agreed places where war has mutually been banned by agreement but if 
they insist on fighting in these places, you do the same. Such is the recompensation of 
those who renege from agreements. But if they desist, then surely Allah safe-guards and 
nourishes. And keep on fighting them until there is no persecution and Laws of Allah 
apply everywhere. But if they desist, there should be no hostility except against the 
oppressors.” 21/191-193 
It would be seen that the aim of war is the elimination of persecution by the oppressors 
against weak people. No quarter is to be given until it is reasonably sure that the 
oppressor would no longer resort to nefarious activities. 
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“O Nabee, fight against the disbelievers and the hypocrites and be firm and violent in 
prosecution of war. Your enemy’s abode is hell and it is not such a desirable destination.’ 
9/73 
War is a serious business. It must be resorted to only after an in-depth analysis of factors 
requiring war. 
 
 
 
 
“O you who believe, when you go forth to fight in Allah’s Way, make deep investigation 
first. Say not to any one who offers you peace that you cannot be relied upon. Are you 
seeking a pretext to go to war for worldly profit.? Seek profits according to Laws of Allah. 
Before you accepted Islam, you were resorting to war for worldly profit. But now that you 
have been blessed with the adoption of a new way of life, stop this old habit and 
investigate before resorting to arms….” 4/94  
The Quran appears not to encourage the existence of large, professional, standing 
armies because in the type of an idealistic society that it suggests, a resort to arms is 
very rare. But, if and when a war becomes inevitable, a lot of people living in peaceful 
and comfortable surrounding are to be mobilized for a violent exercise. A lot of motivation 
is required before large forces can be assembled who are prepared for significant 
sacrifice. They must believe in the fairness of the cause for which they are being asked to 
give their lives, when necessary. 
 
 
 
“O Nabee urge the believers to fight. If there be of you twenty steadfast, they shall 
overcome two hundred … “ 8/65. 
Allah urges the Messenger (pbuh) to set up an example by being the first to volunteer  for 
fighting in the way of Allah. 
 
 
 
“O Messenger, arise and fight in the way of Allah (for a cause authorized by Allah). While 
it is true that you can take responsibility only for yourself and not for others (they may or 
may not volunteer), you must do your best to urge them for sacrifice in a correct cause…” 
4/84. 
Tell them: 
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“Do you think that you will enter paradise while Allah has not yet known those amongst 
you who fight in the way of Allah and are steadfast in their fight.” 3/142. 
 
 
 
 
“Or do you think that you will enter paradise while there has not yet befallen upon you 
hard times that befell upon those who tried to bring about a revolution like you are trying 
to do. Distress and affliction befell them and they were shaking violently so that the 
Messenger and those who believed with him said, “when will the help of Allah come…” 
2/214. 
Whenever a set of people try to set up a universal society based on justice, freedom and 
fair play, exploiters are likely to oppose such an action. They might try violent methods to 
dislodge such a society when their other efforts fail. Allah’s soldiers must intervene in 
such a situation. 
 
 
 
“....These are Allah’s troops. Now surely, it is Allah’ troops who are the successful. 58/22. 
There is, of course, a great temptation for many people to avoid war when called upon to 
wage one in emergencies. They would come out with many excuses for dodging the 
draft. The Quran talks of such dodgers in very great detail. 
 
 
 
 
“The holders back from among the believers, not disabled by injury, and those who fight 
hard in Allah’s way with their property and their persons are not equal. Allah has made 
the fighters with their property and their persons to excel the holders back a high degree.. 
4/95. 
Chapter 9 extensively talks about people who used to ask for permission to set out a war. 
Those who had a genuine reason for not going in war are excused duty. 
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“No blame lies on the weak, nor on the sick, nor on those who can find nothing to spend if 
they are sincere to Allah and His Messenger, nor on those to whom, when they came to 
you that you should transport them to battle, you said I can not find that on which to 
mount you. They went back while their eyes over flowed with tears of grief.  The way  (to 
blame) is only against those who ask permission from you when they are rich and able. 
They have chosen to be with those who remained behind…9/91-93 
Also, verse 17 of Sura 48 is as follows; 
 
 
 
“There is no blame on the blind, nor is there blame on the lame, nor is there blame on the 
sick…” 48/17 
This list could be modernized for these days keeping in view the principle that Allah has 
strongly condemned those who deliberately dodge duty. 
 
 
 
 
“And the draft dodgers from amongst the dwellers of the desert came that permission 
might be given to them and they sat (at home) who lied to Allah and His messenger. A 
painful chastisement will afflict those of them who disbelieve….”9/90.  
These makers of excuses are further discussed in 9/94-96. The Messenger (pbuh) is told 
that when you come back from your expedition, they would rush to you swearing that 
next time they would respond to the call. Leave them alone, the Messenger (pbuh) is 
asked. They are likely to betray you again while, in fact, they are only betraying 
themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“They will make excuses to you when you return to them. Say make no excuses; we shall 
not believe you. Allah has informed us about matters relating to you. And Allah and His 
Messenger will now see your actions, then you will be brought back to the Viewer of 
Unseen and the Seen, then He will inform you of what you did. They will swear by Allah 
to you when you return  to them so that you may leave them alone. So leave them alone. 
Surely they are unclean and their abode is hell, a recompense for what they earned. 
They will swear to you that you may be pleased with them. But if you are pleased with 
them it is up to you. But surely Allah is not pleased with the transgressing people. “ 9/94-
96. 
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A whole paragraph from 9/81 to 9/89 is devoted to the description of the draft dodgers’ 
psychology. 
 
 
 
 
“Those who preferred to stay behind are glad on account of their sitting behind Allah’s 
Messenger, and they were averse to fighting in Allah’s way with their property and their 
person. They said to the fighters, “ Go not in the heat”. Say: the fire of hell is fiercer in 
heat.…” 9/81. 
 
 
 
“O Messenger, never offer prayers for any one of them who dies, nor stand by his 
grave..9/84 
Allah really shows His displeasure with the draft dodgers in a very strong language. This 
seems to make much sense in contemporary times and will, no doubt, be equally 
applicable in times to come. 
The Quran has briefly commented on four of the more important battles led by the 
Messenger (pbuh) against aggressors. These are battles of Badr, Uhud, Ahzab and 
Hunain. Some important values governing war and peace have come up for discussion in 
these narrations. The main cause of the battle of Badr was the disbelievers’ resolve to nip 
the political power and independence of the Muslims in the bud after the latter had fled 
from Mecca to establish an independent state in Medina; the immediate cause was the 
concern of the non-Muslims about the security of a rich trade caravan coming from Syria 
to Mecca. The non-Muslims were apprehensive that as the Muslims who were now 
established in an area from the vicinity of which the caravan had to pass on the way to its 
destination, they might loot it as was the Arab’s custom. So, a large expeditionary force 
was dispatched from Mecca whose mission was to ensure that Abu Sufyan’s caravan 
would proceed on its journey without interference. The Messenger’s mission was to 
eliminate the habit of looting as well as squarely facing the inevitable and so prove that 
the aim of war is not monetary gain but elimination of aggression. 
 
 
 
 
“And when Allah promised you one of the two parties that it should be yours and many of 
you wished that the one not armed should be yours, and Allah desired to establish the 
truth according to His laws and to cut off the root of the disbelievers. That He might cause 
the truth to triumph and bring the falsehood to naught”  8/7-8.  
In the event, the Messenger (pbuh) let the trade caravan to pass in peace and took on 
the main aggressor force to defeat it decisively, in spite of a very large handicap in 
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quantum of force as well as weapons. And here the Quran stresses the importance of 
morale in war. When your cause is just and you are fighting for the establishment of 
Allah’s  value system, Allah’s forces fight on your behalf. 
 
 
 
 
“When you sought the aid of your Nourisher so He answered you: I will assist you with a 
thousand of the angles following one another. And Allah gave it only as good news, and 
that your hearts might be at ease thereby…” 8/9-10. 
It is clear that no angels appear in the form of armed and equipped soldiers in battle. 
Those fighting for a just cause have high morale on their side, a great war winning factor, 
and those fighting the wrong enemy for a wrong cause, suffer from lack of intrinsic 
motivation which reduces their fighting capability very significantly. 
 
 
 
“I will cause terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve. This is because they opposed 
Allah and His Messenger.. “ 8/12-13. 
Clearly God and His forces do not personally come into a battlefield, but God ascribes to 
Himself the military power and courage displayed by soldiers fighting on His behalf. 
 
 
 
“So you slew them not but Allah slew them and you did not smite with arrows when  you 
did smite but Allah smote them…” 8/17. 
The Muslims must make a note that forces of Allah are not automatically with them 
because they pronounce themselves as Muslims. To deserve divine help, they must be 
fighting in the cause of Allah and not for any profit or motive. 
The Quran emphasizes the vital importance of command and control as a battle winning 
factor when describing the battle of Uhud. After a decisive defeat at Badr, the 
disbelievers had assembled as a large and well equipped force for final annihilation of the 
Muslim menace for  all times. The Muslims took up a defensive position on the mount 
Uhaud. To avoid an outflanking movement by the enemy,  the Messenger (pbuh) detailed 
a detachment  of his soldiers on a hillock over looking a flank. When the Muslims seemed 
to be on the verge of a victory, this detachment left their post, possibly in good faith, to 
participate in the final phase of the battle. But this was a disobedience of a clear 
command. The non-Muslims saw their opportunity and at a critical moment, succeeded in 
an outflanking maneuver and managed to appear in force in the rear of the Muslims’ line 
of defense. Naturally, this created a panic. 
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“According to God’s promise, you were slaying the enemy (in winning moments) when 
some of you displayed weakness and disputed about the affair and disobeyed after He 
had shown you that which you loved (a victory in battle). As a result you were running 
away in confusion and the Messenger was calling you in your rear...”  3/151-152. 
The Messenger (pbuh) showed admirable courage and presence of mind when his troops 
were in complete disarray due to their own fault. This event highlights the importance of 
selection of good commanders and the importance of sticking to ones’ assigned task, 
whatever the temptation for not doing so. This has been further emphasized in 8/15-16. 
 
 
 
 
“O you who believe, when you meet your enemies in war, turn not your back to them. 
And one who turns his back to them on that day unless maneuvering for battle or turning 
to join company, he, indeed, incurs Allah’s wrath…”  8/15-16  
The Quran describes the battle of Ahzab, the third and the last of the more important 
defensive war led by the Messenger (pbuh) in Chapter 33. The enemy, in their final bid to 
completely annihilate the Muslims’ menace once and for all, assembled a very large 
force, consisting of a large number of tribes and marched upon Medina. 
This time, the Muslims defended the town with a type of maneuvers the Arabs were not 
accustomed to. They dug a trench round their defensive position and forced the enemy to 
camp outside Medina before they could breach the Muslims’ defenses for a final assault. 
The Meccan Arabs were not prepared for such a situation; the Muslims were. So, here is 
an emphasis on constant preparation for a warlike situation by bringing about radical 
changes in strategy and tactics when required. 
 
 
 
 
 
“Call to mind the favors of Allah to you when there came against you a large allied force. 
We sent against them a strong wind when they came upon you from above and from 
below you and when the eyes turned dull and the hearts rose up to the throats and there 
were believers shaken with a severe shaking…” 33/9-11. 
The violent winds were a normal phenomenon. The enemy, not used to a reduction of an 
entrenched defensive position, were not prepared for a long period of camping. They 
could not face a determined defence and severe weather and had to go back to Mecca 
without achieving their aim.  
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If an army of believers can assemble a large force and equip itself well, it does not 
automatically achieve success in war. All other principles of war have to be complied 
with. 
 
 
 
 
 
“Certainly Allah helped you in many battle fields and on the day of Hunain, when your 
great number made you proud, but they availed you nothing, and the earth with all its 
spaciousness was straitened for you, then you turned back retreating. Then Allah sent 
down his calm upon His Messenger and upon the believers...” 9/25-26. 
Maintenance of good morale is a major principle of war and commanders must ensure 
this under all circumstances. This psychological strength is referred to as  (hosts which 
you saw not). There is not even a hint of armed angels in the Quran who come to the 
believers’ help in critical moments. 
I may briefly mention here an episode concerning the Jews’ behavior during a defensive 
battle which the Quran has not named. It appears that the resident Jews of Medina had 
an agreement with the Muslims, that they would help the latter in case non-Muslims 
threatened Medina. Precisely, on such an occasion, the Jews broke the agreement and 
did not come to the help of the Muslims when Medina’s security was threatened. Instead 
of, punishing the Jews by going to war against them for their breach of contract, 
Messenger Muhammad (pbuh) resorted to a less violent strategy. He provided them with 
an alternate abode and asked them to vacate Medina itself. Apparently, this arrangement 
came into effect without resort to much violence. The Quran describes it in Chapter 59. 
 
 
 
 
“He it is Who caused those who disbelieved of the people of the book to leave their 
homes after the first battle. You deemed not that they would leave their home while they 
thought that their fortresses would defend them against Allah. But Allah came to them 
from a place they expected not and cast terror into their hearts. They demolished their 
houses with their own hands (to deny their use to the resident Muslims of Medina). Some 
others were demolished by believers (as found necessary to ensure Jews’ exodus). And 
had it not been that Allah had decreed for them the exile, He would certainly have 
inflicted on them a bigger punishment in this world…”  59/2  
The Muslims had to use a minimum force to enforce this agreement. 
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“Whatever palm tree you cut down or leave it standing upon its roots, it is by Allah’s 
permission, and that He may abase the transgressors. “  59/5. 
The Muslims came into possession of some property left behind by the Jews. Disposal of 
such property acquired not as a result of a war is being discussed in later paragraphs. 
Briefly; 
 
 
 
“And whatever Allah restored to His Messenger from them, you did not press forward 
against it any horse or any riding camel…”  59/6. 
The Jews, as is their habit, have alleged a wholesale slaughter by Messenger 
Muhammad (pbuh) on this occasion. Unfortunately, some Muslims have believed the 
Jews’ concocted story to be accurate. This, in spite of a clear narration of this incident by 
the Quran, has a peaceful solution to a possibly explosive situations in which widespread 
bloodshed was a possibility. 
The Quran gives clear guidance on the disposal of prisoners of war as well as spoils of 
war. The Arab custom on both those counts was well known and practiced for centuries. 
The prisoners were made slaves, to be bought and sold in the market or used in 
households. Spoils of war pertained to the soldiers who captured them in battle. The 
Quran had brought about a new way of life. 
 
 
 
 
“So when you meet your enemies in battle, smite their neck: then, when you have 
overcome them, make them prisoners and afterwards set them free as a favour or for 
ransom till the war lay down all its paraphernalia…”  47/4.  
The first ransom of prisoners of war is, of course, an exchange of prisoners. Also, the 
enemy is made to pay damages for initiating destructive wars. If none of this is possible 
in full, then the prisoners are to be released as a matter of favour. Thus slavery, a blot on 
dignity of man, is eliminated. As far as spoils of war are concerned, the Quran forbids 
individuals to own any things they capture. All spoils of war become a collective property 
of the state. The Quran recommends. 
 
 
 
“The retention of a fifth by Allah and Rasool which is to be distributed amongst those 
affected by war…” 8/41. 
As for other properties which come in Muslims possession after a war, not necessarily in 
battlefield, are to become state property and spent at the discretion of administrators for 
the general good of the people. 



Tolu-e-Islam 12 May 2008 
 
 
 
 
“Whatever comes into the possession of the Messenger (not necessarily as a result of 
fighting in a battlefield ), all of it is to be retained by God and His Messenger (The State) 
and distributed at their discretion (among whom many have been listed in 59/7-9), in such 
a manner that the riches do not keep circulating between the rich among you. And, 
whatever the Messenger gives you accept it and whatever he forbids you, abstain from it 
(with grace)... “ 59/7 
The Quran gives broad guide lines for the distribution of such properties. Of course, 
details are to be worked out as required over time. 
Before I conclude the Quranic value system with regard to war and peace, I am tempted 
to quote an oft repeated Quranic verse. 
 
 
 
“Certainly you have in the Messenger of Allah an excellent example for him who seeks to 
conform to Allah’s laws…” 33/21. 
It must be noted that this ayah is a central point in the midst of Quranic discussion of the 
allies’ attack of Medina and their flight in the battle of Ahzab. In sections 2 and 3 of 
Chapter 33, the Quran describes how the leadership displayed by the Messenger (pbuh) 
in the preparation for and conduct of these battles, won the day for the Muslims. I am not 
arguing that this provision of the Quran asks the Muslims to consider the Messenger 
(pbuh) as an example only in war. Of course, the Messenger’s (pbuh) conduct in all 
situations is a brilliant and model example for the Muslims. But it may be permissible to 
arguing that such a practice in critical situations like a war is worth an emphasis to be put 
into practice. 

******************** 


