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Let us understand, what we have read so far:

o Those statutes of the Quran that have been given in concrete form,
they will have to be promulgated in the same way. ;

24 Those orders of Quran that are only in principle, ought to be
elaborated by the Islamic Authority of every period, which shall be
governing in the foot steps of Caliphate during Messenger’s times.

3 Quranic facts and science, shall unfold as human mind advances. This
] is concerned with personal speculations, which should not be imposed
on another person’s thoughts.

4. Now the question as to what must be done until the Islamic Authority
is being established. On this issue, my policy remains that the ummabh,
should adhere to its conventional ways as are being practiced in their
traditional ways. I myself confine to these laws, since no individual or
group has any right to modify or devise new ways in these laws. This
right only belongs to the Caliphate in the manner of the Nabi, ‘Khilafat
ala minhgj e nabuwat’ whose central authority I call ‘Markaz e
Millat,’ as Hazrat Abu Bakr® was ‘Markaz e Millat, in those

o sk 3 ok ok ok s ok ok ok ok ok s ok ok ke ok sk ok
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way, and I can say it with full conviction, on this issue there remains neither any
confusion nor any complication. Neither any contradiction nor any controversy. As [ .
mentioned before, Quran only gives principles of some commands and sometimes
narrates on the details. Whether it states principles or narrates details, the language of
the Quran is very clear and open (for those who want to think). To transform these
commands in a constitutional language and promulgate, is the duty of Islamic
government of every period. Quran does not leave the law at the individual’s
disposal, but gives it to the Islamic Authorities. By this issuing authority, the
injunction is considered applicable to the whole nation.

LEGISLATION:

For example, you mentioned about drinking and gambling. If we take the root
meanings, then Kh'mr (alchohol) in Arabic principle would mean anything that
covers your mind, and Mee sra (gambling) in Arabic means, anything you can
procure easily without labour. Taking its established form. there existed different
types of gambling and liquor varieties, during the revelation of the Holy Quran, as we
gather from the literature of those days. Some of those types still exist today, while
others have become extinct and new types have emerged with the times. Hence any
Islamic Authority that puts a ban or prohibits gambling and drmkmg of alchohol,
shall have to categorically define the virtual and factual meanings of Kk 'mr and
Mee 'sra first, as we have done above. They will have to define which types are illegal
and those that are exempt. On this issue, the governing authority shall take the aid of
those details, that were enacted upon by previous systems. This law shall be the real
and practical shape of the words of the Quran. That is how, there shall be no doubt
about right or wrong, on neither mine or anybody else’s verdict.

Now. as to that portion of Quran that deals with sciences, as knowledge of
humankind expands, the meanings of those words shall also unfold vaster horizons
before us. Quran’s words hold this distinction and marvel of being a light house to
every level of mind and in every period of history. As human mind becomes more
enlightened, the words of Quran will show us wider and vaster vistas. That is the
reason, man in every period of history, can understand the meanings of Quranic facts.
congruent to contemporary knowledge of his era. That also is the reason why nobody
can, on his Quranic speculations, debate with his contemporaries, nor can anybody
declare his decision as the last word for posterity.

As far as Messenger’s explanation of Quran is concerned, he did not give any
compiled copy to the ummah. Whatever, in this connection, is being attributed
towards the Messenger, has already been quoted in the previous pages of this book.
By no means, can those explanations of the Quran be claimed, to belong to the
Messenger!
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and so quote has the exact words of the Messenger? The type of compilation that you
have in mind about ahadith, you will only be able to say in the end, that you suspect
the Messenger might have said like that. How can yours or my speculations, be
abided by myriad and thousands of human beings? My dear reader, no collection of
ahadith can ever become Deen, albeit, it is the consequence of the scholarly
endeavours of our ancestors, that we have inherited this treasure of akadith. Through
these scholarly endeavours, we can obtain humongous information of that period. I
never have and never will ever, deny this philanthropic status of our ahadith, How
much valuable has ahadith been to me, you yourself have mentioned in your letter
that my publication *Miraj e Insaniyat’ stands witness.

Before moving on I would, once again, like to elaborate, what I only want to.
understand is:

1. If the nitty-gritty of all orders were meant to remain immutable, why
then Allah®"" not compile the details Himself in the Quran? And

!d

If it was the Messenger’s desire, that his orders must remain
immutable for all times to come, why then did he not, give it in a
compiled form to the ummah. as he did in his case of the Quran.

Now to answer your question, that if we remain dissident on Hadith. it shall
give rise to ambiguities about Quran as it is , in the hands of ummah today.
Concerning this matter, we have explained in detail, in our Tolu e Islam monthly
periodical of September 1950. The Messenger had had the Quran written, compiled
and presented it in a preserved shape. (Refer to, ‘Heavenly Books on World
Religions,” published by Tolu-e-Islam.) It is hoped, on this issue it shall satisfy your
rationale. It has already been discussed in it, as to the image our traditions have
projected about Quran.

MEANING OF QURAN:

Your second question is related to establishing the meaning and understanding
of the Quran. In order to understand any book, first of all we must learn the language
of the book. Quran has been revealed in the vast language of Arabic. It declares itself
of being vivid and explanatory in its meanings. So as far as language is concerned,
there ought to be no problem in understanding the Quran. ;

After its language, let us look at the contents. The knowledge of the Quran can
be divided into two kinds. One category consists of statutes, whereas the other is
concerned with sciences. That portion of the Quran that deals with statutes, since it is
linked with law, needs to be fully understood. Quran also declares, that it elucidates
its own meanings and by its method of repeating a point in varied ways (called tasreef
¢ au yua n Arabic), it continues to unfold its details. That is how Quran has
established the meanings of its commands. I have myself understood the Quran in this
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of all ahadith and ask the erudite scholars to compile a collection of authentic
ahadith; c'est a dire, (God forgive us) the Messenger committed a blunder by not
leaving behind him any collection of his sayings and deeds per se. That he ought to
have done so and did not do. Now this task must be finished by the learned scholars.
My respected brother! For me the being and personality of his Holiness. the
Messenger of Allah®™T is above and beyond all this. We must not even faintly think
in our minds. that the Messenger ought to have fulfilled his duty but did not do so, of
delivering Deen completely to his ummah. In order to fill this hiatus, even Imam
Bokhari's (rahmat ullah alay) unsuccessful attempts could not complete. Now, what
is left incomplete must be attempted by an individual or a group. At least, I do not
find in myself the courage to conceive these matters this way, my whole being shakes
and my heart pounds at such a thought. I am in the strong belief and conviction. if the
Messenger deemed cogent, that his formulated details are going to be abided by till -
doomsday by the ummah, he would have had little difficulty in compiling them.

Making Deen dependent on individual efforts, is on the one who has bestowed
this Deen to humanity (that is God Himself), and on the one who'has delivered this
Deen 1o us (His Messenger), an indelible stigma and blame. I therefore understand:

P Those details which God did not formulate. it was God's own
: decision, that they must change, as they have to be congruent with the
changing environment. And '

(§®]

Those details which the Messenger devised, it was not his desire also.
to let them remain immutable for all times. That was why he did not
give it to ummah the by-laws in a compiled form. In fact, he put a
censure on its publication. T ;

In the light of these arguments, the question does not arise on my affirming or
denying of ahadlith, that is in your mind. Let us suppose, that we do compile. after
selection, a collection of ahadith. How can anyone say that these ahadith are the real
commandments of the Messenger? And that every Muslim has to abide by these
chosen ahadith and to cease to abide by those that have been relinquished. Please do
tell me. what is your concept of Deen? Let us say. for example, it is Deen's
command, that so and so relative. has to get that much amount of share from the
deceased person’s property. Now if somebody does not divide the share accordingly.
in our belief, he is committing a sin in the eyes of Allah®™' and deserves to be
punished. On such an important issue, is it not imperative, we ought to know and be
convinced. what our Deen commands?

DEEN IS DEPENDENT ON BELIEF:

Belief is the nucleus, around which the whole Deen revolves. Please tell me.
do you have any source, by means of which you could say with conviction. that so



2D 02 59 cug P

WHERE MUST THE UMMAH SEARCH FOR IT NOW?

You mentioned, the details formulated by the Messenger are applicable for all
times, and you ask, where should they be searched? This is what I am asking you!
You wrote, those details can be found in the hadith collections that we have. At the
same time you also say, these must include both the ahadith, authentic and incorrect
ones. Where does this argument lead to..... that Allah®V" left the matter for His
Messenger to resolve; the Messenger (according to you) did not give us the full
details. Those details that he did formulate, he did not, like the Quran, preserve it for
us. Now where must the ummah search for those details that we are supposed to abide
by. for all times to come? Just think please, is this the state in which any complete
Code of Law should be? A code has been made mandatory to abide by, and no
complete documented manual has even been compiled yet.

I want to understand, if those details that were formulated by the Holy
Messenger, for all times and were meant to become immutable, then was it not the
duty of the Messenger to have them compiled or memorized, and give it to ummah in
solid form, just as was done in the case of Quran?

Please concentrate, according to your way of thinking, what kind of concept
are we projecting about the personality and traits of His Holiness the Great
Messenger? It is the first and foremost duty of a Messenger, as we sense from the
Quran, to deliver Deen to the ummah. Is it by any means justifiable, not to deliver a
large chunk of Deen and then call it to be the faithful obedience and transmission of
Deen?

According to ahadith we cannot find one single manner of offering our
prayers. The different cliques in the ummah offer prayers according to different
modes. And each and every clique claims to be in the foot steps of His Holiness
Messenger Muhammad %!, Is it possible by means of Hadith, to unite and form a
single mode of offering prayers that is in accordance with the manner of Messenger.

You consider these details (by-laws), compiled by the Messenger as
immutable and permanent till the end of times. You also say these details that exist in
the collections contain weak ahadith also. The compilers of these ahadith, Imam
Bokhari and other honorable authors, were human beings. Being human they were
prone to err. To resolve this predicament of mistakes, it is being suggested that
Parwez and his co-thinkers are supernatural. As if now, in the final and latest sifting,
they will not commit any mistake?

LY

| further want to question, what authority did Imam Bokhari (rahmat ullah
alay) have. to say that the ummah has to abide by such and such command of the
Messenger, till the end of times? For that matter, what authority does Parwez or any
other has today. on the basis of which they can challenge? To accept the confirmation

_——_ﬂ
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till doomsday, the amount of zakaar of two and a half percent and make it immutable,
then what restrained it from doing so? I fail to understand, that if it was Allah’s
desire, to fix the amount of zakaar to 2 %% for all times to come, then why could He
not put the words in His Quran? We only reach one conclusion on this matter. It was
not Allah’s desire to do so, that is to fix the amount of zakaat for all times to come!

What you have said in your letter, that it was Allah’s will to fix the amount of
zakaat for all times, but He did not deem it feasible to do so. Instead he left this work
for the Messenger to finish. Consequently, whatever amount the Messenger had fixed
in his times, has become permanent till doomsday.

Now lets move on. You have furthefmore written, when we cannot find an
answer, either in Quran or in the deeds and sayings of the Messenger, in that case the
ummah will have to formulate after speculation, its own laws. What this, in other
words means is that: -

o Quran has formulated the details on certain laws and left the rest of the
details on other laws for the Messenger to formulate.

o The Messenger also formulated some details and left the rest
incomplete. Now these left over laws, need to be detailed by the
ummah itself. -

In other words, it means Deen has neither been completed by God, nor did the
Messenger finish his task. Some clauses of laws have been formulated by Allah and
some by His Messenger and the rest of incomplete portion has been left for the
ummah. Just imagine...the type of picture that is being painted about Deen. If
Allah™ had left this task for His Messenger to complete, then what hampered the
Messenger from carrying out his duty of formulating the details. At this stage, our
Jiga (Islamic jurisprudence) takes over. What they are saying is, those laws that have
been left incomplete by Allah and His Messenger, have been completed by the heads
of figa. Hence they say, the details of those laws, that are neither found in Quran nor
in ahadith, ought to be sought from the Imams of figa. And if we cannot éven find the
answer in figa then.....?

Have you descried, just by overlooking one main point of Quran, how the
ummah has involved itself in a rigmarole? This abracadabra has completely dissipated
man’s mental faculties. What Quran is conveying to us is, that those details which
Quran did not formulate, it did not do so on purpose. The Quran did not want to
freeze those details. It wanted those details to be formulated according to the
changing conditions of the times. Otherwise, if Allah®™" desired to make these details
immutable, as is the case with some of His other laws, nothing could have come in
His way of doing so! ‘
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some standard. by virtue of which we can say, the meanings that we
have construed are correct or not.)

Under these circumstances, I would suggest that you must go through all the
ahadith and separate the correct ones from those that are not!

RESPONSE!

We are in the belief, that Holy Quran has been revealed for the guidance of all
mankind, and its light shall remain effective till the end of times. Obviously, for this
type of resource guide, it was not possible to give all kinds of laws and by-laws. That
is why. Quran’s mode of guidance is:

1. It gives the fundamental laws, upon which, the by-laws of the social
setup can be made. As the details of human interaction change with the
times, so will the by-laws contrived from the fundamental laws,
change with the new environment. Hence it means, the Islamic nation
of every age, shall frame its own details of by-laws based on the
fundamental laws. While framing these by-laws, it can take support
from precedence.

]

Quran has on some issues, also legislated details of by-laws. These
details, that are in the Quran are also permanent and immutable, since
nobody has the right to change Quran.

You have mentioned in your letter, that for details of matters that are not in
the Quran, we ought to look for them in ahadith. If we succeed in getting the details
from the ahadith, we must put a seal on them for all times to come, just like those
other details that have been sealed in the Quran. What [ am trying to understand is. as
to why does the Quran distinguish in giving us details only of certain issues? est a
dire, why does it give us details only of some issues and leaves the rest for the
Messenger to legislate them? If those details that have been framed by the Messenger,
were meant to remain for all times. then why did the Quran not preserve them
instead? This way we could have had all the preserved laws in one place. Was it not
: possible for Allah®™" to carve those details Himself? Would that have made the
. volume of Quran unmanageable? Plenty of times, Quran repeats “aa fu zakaata.
. Could it not add even in one ayaat, the words ‘two and a half percent?” It has given

us a detailed account for puriishments on rape, sexual intercourse. and even for false
accusals. Could it not carve out two words for the punishments of Kh'mr (alchohol)
and Mee’sra (gambling). Quran details the whole procedure of wadhu (ablutions) in
one ayaat. Tt has even explained the complete meanings of ‘ta’yumum,’ and its
significance. It has. on the vast and claborate subject of inheritance, explained all the
_ details in only four avaat. There is not a single clause on this topic, that a person
cannot take guidance from these laws. Please do consider, if Quran meant to preserve
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meanings ‘using people,’ from this ayaar? What I am attempting to drive at is, how
our personal inclinations, justify the meanings we extract from the Quran. You are
blaming the former interpreters of Quran. You cannot condone yourself from this
blame. A common person, who has not been exposed to ‘divine revelation’ has only
the option of using his own mind. At this stage of understanding Quran, when the
message is uncertain, one is faced with a peculiar kind of predicament. For example,
in the entire Islamic history, the Quranic words, ‘Ho wallah ho ahad’ have never had
any controversy. On the contrary, 2= (sts o533 aSk; 200 deen’aa kum,
wali deen ‘ee,’ have remained mostly controversial, If you accept these examples, then
what would you say to the following analysis:

E Are all the meanings of the aa yaa of Quran, in the style of “Ho
wallah ho ahad"? ‘
2, If the answer is in the positive, then why is there a debate on various

other aa’yaa, when there is no controversy in the meanings of “Ho
wallah ho ahad’?

If the answer to #1 is in the negative, can we claim levee for honest
doubters? In other words, is it possible to extract substitute meanings
from Quran or not, even if we consider this possibility as hypothetical? -

(5

4. In case there is a possibility of having substitute meanings of an ayat,
then can both the meanings be correct. Or Just one meaning is correct
and the other incorrect. If both meanings have been taken from the
Quran, in that case what would be the standard of Judgement of true.
and untrue meanings? ;

5. . When it is being said, the meanings of Quran ought to be searched in
Quran itself, are you connoting, the roots of Quranic words, for
example words like, K4'mr (alchohol), Mee sra (gambling) must be
sought in Holy Quran itself or should we look for their meanings in the
Arabic literature of those days? In case there are one to many
meanings in Arabic books, then which method must we adopted to get
to the true meanings?

6. If the consequences are dependent on Arabic language, then will the
Arabs of today understand the Quran better, or those Arabs that
belonged to the days of Quranic revelations?

il Can we not conclude, that to look for the meanings of Quran’s words,
we have to seek guidance from the Messenger, his companions® or
discinles®? (I am, by no means, insinuating these arguments towards
ancestral worship. At the same time, I desire, at least there should be
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Numerous problems that are arising, and those in future that are bound to
emerge, in our collective and individual lives, are not detailed in the Quran. In my
personal view, Holy Quran is not for legislating laws, it is for the purpose of creating
legislators. There is only one basic principle in Islam, that is of Tau 'heed (unity). But
we are not arguing om this principle, rather we want to know the principles of Life, -
that are also called ‘Sha riat. :

Islam has given us emergent laws on marriage and divorce. Perhaps because
cither these matters needed immediate attention, or maybe Quran wanted to be an
example for law makers. But for those requirements, that were faced afterwards.
Quran does not prohibit law making. If Quran forbids the making of new laws, in that
case our Jjtehad (making of by-laws within the fundamental laws and values to meet a
new situation.) becomes futile. Therefore, if there are no laws in the Quran for all our
requirements, but facilities are provided for legislation, then besides Quran, we can
also take support from the sayings and deeds of the Messenger. As the Quran reveals,
the Messenger, because of his leading position in humanity. was familiar with
hereafter. We are duty bound to accept the laws that he created. Since the meanings
which the Messenger understood of Quran, are closer to being perfect, as compared
with you, me or what somebody else understands that are not correct. Albeit, when
the Quran or the sayings and deeds of the Messenger, do not provide us with an
answer, it is obvious the ummah after speculation, shall have to make their own laws.
If we agree so far, then please let me know, where are you going to look for the deeds
and sayings of Holy Messenger? You will say, we can only find them in ahadith and
traditions. After all we can only search them, in ahadith and traditions. In these
circumstances, how can you deny ahadith? Granted, that in saha sit’aa, as Imam
Bokhari was only human and to err was only human of him, we do come across
numerous weak ahadith. For this, the answer must not be to abandon the whole
collection of ahadith. If certain parts of the body are impaired, that does not, by any
ways mean that we should murder the individual. My understanding is that ahadith
and traditions are indispensible. You yourself have made use of them, in your book
‘Miraj e Insaniyat.’ Just think — if ahadith and traditions are denied, then we shall
begin to have doubts about Quran also. After all, it is only from traditions that we
know, the Quran we have today, was compiled by the Holy Messenger.

In my view, you and those who think like you, must utilize your sublime
wisdom and capabilities, to sift through and find the untrue ahadith in saha sit 'aa.
The menace that is imminent and we fear may arise when denying ahadith, can be
eschewed. We shall also wash away old threatening dangers.

Since you deny ahadith, that is why your policy is, to extract the meaning and
i‘ntqrpretat_igus of Quran from the Holy Quran itself. You usually quote this ayaar
45033 ta3 18 Sof Quran in your defense. Please tell me, why can you not take the
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THE STATUS OF HADITH. ..

A CORRESPONDENCE

Translated By
Aboo B. Rana

***********************************

We desired that in the end of this book. to give you a summary of what you
have read in the previous pages. In the first edition. we published a letter on this
subject. that Was written by a learned friend of Allama Parwez. We also wrote an
answer to that letter. We are of the opinion. that in order to bring in a nutshell. the
discussions we went through, correspondence is the best method. First of all we will
take that portion from this letter, that concerns Quran and Hadith. after that shall
follow the answer to the letter. :

*****************************
SUMMARY OF THE LETTER TO MR. PARWEZ:

As far as I could understand, your basic concepts are:

i That all principles of [slam, must be derived from Quran.
2 No ayaat of the Quran can bewver-ruled.
5 The majority of ahadith in saha sit'aq are weak. For this reason we

cannot depend on our traditions and ahadith collection. in order to
make the principles of Deen.

4. Those ahadith that tally with the Quran can be considered authentic.
otherwise the rest are all weak and untrue.

I 'am in agreement with clause #2 and #4. C oncerning #1 and #3 I want to say
that we accept, the Holy Messenger is the last in line of all divine Messengers. also
that there shall be no other messenger, who will come after him in future. Would you
say that from the sixth century till the end of times, all the various requirements of
mankind. be it social, political, economical or physical, or those that we shall

- confront. are present in the principles of Holy Quran? There is absolutely no doubt.

the primary source of the law of life for a Muslim, is Quran! For all intents and
purposes, we have to derive all our laws from this book.
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