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29. "Kingdom of God on Earth! God's messenger serving as the greatest proponent of
human brotherhood. His viceroy on earth in the form of Muhammad." (Hitti.
History of the Arabs)

30. "The message of Muhammad, Istam, is nothing but a blessing for mankind----The
usher from darkness to light and from Satan to God." (Rev. Stephenson, My
reflections)

31. "The noble founder of a nation, an empire and a religion. The uniettered one
bestowed upon the world the Book which is a miracle, the eternal miracle and the
true miracle.” (Rev, Bosworih Smith)

32. "Muhammad brought an end to idol worship. He preached monotheism and infinite

Mercy of God, human brotherhood, care of the orphan, emancipation of slaves,

- forbidding of wine---Ng religion achieved as much success as Islam did." (Sir
William Muir, Life of Muhammad)

33. "Muhammad's religion reformed all existing dogmas and brought the Arabs ahead

of the super powers of the time." (Dr. Marcus Dods, Muhammad, Buddha and
Christ) ‘

34. "Muhammad was the greatest Executive Officer for implementation of the Divine
Will. Like other prophets he knew that time will come when all mankind will
become one community." (H.N, Spalding, Civilization in East and West)

35. "He laid the foundation of 4 universal government. His [aw was one for all. Equal
justice and love for everyone." (George Rivorie, Visages de L' Islam)

36. "The Arabian Prophet Muhammad is the founder of a revolution unparalleled in
history. He founded a political state which will ulttmateh,Xmbrace the entire planet,
The law of that Government would rest on justice and kindness. His teachings
‘revolve around human equality, mutual cooperation and universal brotherhgod."
(Raymond Lerouge, Life de Mohamet.)
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16. "The lies which Christians have heaped round this man, are disgraceful to ourselves
only.” (Thomas Carlyle)

17. "A man of truth and fidelity, true in what he did, in what he spoke and thought------
this is the only sort of speech worth speaking.” (Thomas Carlyle)

18. "The greatest crime, The greatest "sin'' ¢f Muhammad in the eyes of the Christian
Woest is that he did not allow himsell to he slaughtered, to be "crucified" by his
enemies. He only defended himself, his {amily and his followers; and finally
vanquished his enemies. Muhammad's success is the Christians' gall of
disappointment : He did not believe in anv vicarious sacrifices for the sins of
others." (Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.)

19. "The legend of fanatical Muslims sweepisg (hirough the world and forcing Islam at
the point of the sword----is the most fantastically absurd myths that historians have
ever repeated.' (De Lacy O' Leary, Islam at the Cross Roads, London, 1923.)

20. *The sayings of Mubammad are a treasere of wisdom not only for Muslims but for
all mankind”. (Gandhi, Preface to the '"Sayings of Muhammad" by Sohrawardi.)

21. "He was the Messenger of the One True God: and never to his life's end did he forget
for a moment who he was! He was one of those happy few who have attained the
supreme joy of making one great tridh their very life-spring." (Stanley Lane Poole)

R

22. "Thaose who believe Islam was spl'eaci"b}“ farce are fools who neither know the ways
of Islam nor the ways of the world." (Balbir Singh, Navan Hindustan, 1947.)
23. "Muhammad was an enthusiast in the noblest sense” {Stanley Lane Poole)

24. "He was Caesar and Pope in one, but he was Pope without the Pope's pretensions,
and Caesar without the legions of Caesar...without a bodyguard, without a palace. If
any one man had the right to say that he ruled by the right divine, it was

T Muhammad." (Reverend B.Smith, Muhammad & Muhammadnism, London, 1874.)

[
th

. "The Renaissance of Europe did not take place in the 15th century. Rather it began
when Europe learned from the culture of the Arabs. The cradle of European
awakening is not Italy. It is the Muslim Spain.” (Robert Briffault, Making of
Humanity.)

26. "Mubhammad saved the human civilization from extinction.” (J.H. Denison,
Emotions as the Basis of Civilization.)

27. "The height of human achievement and glory---Muhammad." (Pringle Kennedy,
Arabian Society at the Time of Muhammad.) '

28. "Under his influence people became united in one bond which they knew not. The
bond of true monotheism." (L.E. Browne, The Eclipse of Christianity in Islam.) .
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12.

13.

14.

. "Philosopher', Orator, Apostle, Legislator, Warrior, Conqueror of ideas, the Restorer

of rational belief, the preacher of a religion without images, the founder of twenty
terrestrial empires and of one heavenly Empire, that is Muhammad. As regards ail
standards (I repeat "ALL") by which human greatness may be measured, we may

well ask, "Is there any man greater than he?" (Alphonse Lamartine, Historie De la
Turquie, Paris, 1854.)

- "Muhammad was the most successful of all religious personalities. " (Encyclopedia

Britannica, 4th & | 1th editions)

. "Muhammad was the soul of kindness, and his influence was felt and never forgotten

by those around him." (Diwan Chand Sharma, The Prophets of the East, 1935).

- “(Muhammad) the only man in history that was supremely successful on both the

religious and secular levels. " {(Michael H. Hart, THE 100)

. "The greatest leader of all times was Muhammad." (Jules Masserman, Professor of

Chicago University.)

. "The word of Muhammad is a voice direct from nature's own heart----- all else is wind

in comparison." (Thomas Carlyle, Heroes and Hero \:\../orship, 1840.)

. "The more [ study, the more 1 discover that the strenELh of Islam does not lie in the

sword." (Gandhi, Young India.)

. ""The creed of Muhammad is free from ambiguity and the Qur'an is a glorious

testimony to the unity of God”. (Gibbon, Decline & Fall of the Roman Empire.)

. ""The towering personality of Muhammad has left bright and indelible imprints on all

man-kind." (John William Draper, A History of the Intellectual Development of
Europe, London 1875.)

"Absolutely unique in history, Muhammad is a 3 fold founder of a nation, of an

empire and of a religion." (Reverend Bosworth Smith, Muhammad and
Muhammadnism, 1946.)

""No man whose external conditions changed so much ever changed himself less to
meet them." (R.V.C. Bodley, The Messenger, London, 1946.)

"The man who of all men exercised the greatest influence upon the human race-—-
Muhammad." (J.W. Draper M., LL.D., A History of the Intellectual
Development of Europe, London, 1875.)

';\/}[m]? ng ILeacc]lgls :‘vho‘laa\;e Sm?fi_e j[he greates_f. '.::;;éwt through ages, I would consider
uhamma efore Jesu -

C L) Carist.” (James Gavin, Speeches by a U.S. Army
eneral. .

. "In the person of the prophet of Islam we see the rarest phenomenon on earth

walking in flesh and blood i.e. the union of the theorist, organizer and leader in one
man." (Professor K.S. Rama Krishna Rao, Muhammad, The Prophet of Islam.)
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5. Messengers: 1 have avoided using the term "prophet" here, since it conveys the
impression of someone who makes prophecies. The role of a messenger of Allah is much
more comprehensive and much more dignified. Noah, Abraham, Isaaq, Ismael, Jacob,
Moses, Jesus, Muhammad (the Exalted Ones) were all holy messengers of God. They all
were {and still are) role models for all humanity. They had spotless characters and
embodied human perfection. They never lapsed in their prime duty to convey God's
message to mankind. ‘

Contrary to the Bible, the Qur'an declares that all messengers were men of life
upright. They did not commit sins; nor did they violate Divine Values.

Noah never drank alcohol. nor did his daughters commit sin with him.

David did not fall for the beauty of his neighbor's wife.

Nor did Solomon lean toward worshiping his wives' idols.

Jacob did not deceive his old father, nor did he have a wrestling match with God.
Likewise messenger Lot's daughters did not lead their father to sin.

And Messenger Abraham did not tell any lies.

> And, Jesus never rebuked his mother.
s

' God did not repent on creating such human beines. He never gets tired to need a
day of rest. No sleep or slumber overcomes Him. He is not an angry, revengeful God. He

favors no peoples or nation. His Laws support those who live by them.

Let us reiterate that God sent his Guidance to all nations and all peoples through
His chosen messengers. His Message finally was perfected through His last messenger,
Muhammad, the Exalted. The Message has been meticulously preserved in the form of
“ the Holy Qur'an for all places, times and people to Eternity.

The Qur'an calls Messenger Muhammad, "the best of all in conduct,” "the best
role model for people,' and the "Mercy for the Worlds''.

But today, let us hear from some great non-Muslim scholars, writers and leaders;
what they have to say about this greatest and noblest of all men and women who ever
walked this earth. (Many of these quotes have been translated from other languages.)

These great minds rose above bias and prejudice to embrace the most glittering
truth of human history. What is that truth? That no person in the history of mankind
could ever come close in greatness to the character wisdom and knowledge of the Holy
Messenger. Now let us proceed with respect. .

THE SAVIOR

1. "1 have studied him-- The wonderful man--and in my opinion----He must be called the
Savior of humanity”. (George Bernard Shaw, The Genuine 1slam,)
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Accordingly, Sir Igbal in his beautifui poem "A Stroll in the Heavens" says that
when an angel (his tour guide) showed him a dark cold abode for hell, Igbal looked
perplexed! The tour-guide explained,

Dwellers of the earth who come here
Carry their own stock of fuel to share!

Thus, our good thoughts and acticns (actions that are beneficial to the society |
culminate in great reward termed "Paradise.”

3. Belief in Angels means believing that they are Allah's creation. Sir Syed
understood them to be "forces of nature” or physical laws of nature in the Universe, The
Divine message was revealed to God's messengers through the Angels.

4. The Book: The message of God revealed to prophets through Angels is called 2
book. The Divine Message, that was conveyed through a chain of prophets like Noah.
Abraham, lIsaac, Jacob, Moses and Jesus, took its final form in the Qur'an. Therefore.
Qur'an is the Final Testament, THE BOOK. it is for all times and for all nations,

Scholars from all religions agree that the Qur'an is word for word, letter for
letter the same unchanged, unaltered message as revealed to and taught by Messenger
Muhammad, ths{Exalted.

"I have studied Islam very closely. 1 declare from the depths of my heart and
mind that the existing Qur'an is exactly the Book, letter for letter, as written in the
lifetime of Muhammad (the Exalted). (Sir Williams Muir, "Life of Muhammad' )

Now, watch from another perspective. Dr. Maurice Buccaille, the renowned
Christian scholar, historian, surgeon from France wrote his revolutionary book, The
Bible, the Qur'an and Science in 1970's. He states that the Qui'an is replete with
scientific narratives such as creation of the Universe, Evolution, ithe Water Cycle,
Geology, Astronomy, History, Embryology, Zoology, Botany, etc. Dr. Buccaille asserts
that there is not a SINGLE instanrce in the Qur'an that is inconsistent with established
scientific knowledge! On the other hand, zccording to Buccaiile such incongruities are
encountered in the Bible on numerous occasions. For example, the Qur'an does not
endorse the GEOCENTRIC theory of the Bible wherein the earth Is shown to be the
stationary center of the Universe. Or, that the first man (Adam) appeared on 2arth only_
about 7000-8000 years ago.

"There is no doubt in my mind that the Qur'an is THE WORD OF GOD
in its truest and whole meaning". (Thomas Carlyle)

Furthermore, the Qur'an challenged the whole world 1400 years ago to make one
surah (chapter) like this. Since the great Arabic poets and thinkers of that time, the
challenge stands until today with all its glory.
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apple will fail to the ground, a stone will sink, the day and night will follow each other,
the seasons will take their turns, the living beings will feed, grow, reproduce and die.

"Universe is too organized to be the result of an accident,” said Einstein.
Let us now examine the status and role of mankind. '

HUMANS: Aliah has granted mankind "freedom of will."" So humans have a choice.
"There is no compulsion in religion.” 2:256.

"Say unto people, this Qur'an is the Truth from the Sustainer of you all.
Then whoever will, let him believe and whoever will, let him disbelieve."
18:29. :

o However, just as everything else in the Universe is working consistently with the
Divine Laws, mankind must exercise this free will to synchronize and harmonize itself
with the Master Plan, The Master Plan involves further development of the Universe and
all creation. "There is a coherent plan in the universe, though I don't know what it is a
plan for." (British astronomer Sir Fred Hoyle.)

In order to help become harmonious with the Universe, mankind needs Guidance
which Allah has bestowed upoen it. Albert Einstein said, ""Science can say what is, it
cannot say what ought to be. The code of permanent values can only come through
Revelation to chosen personalities (messengers of God)." (Out of my Later Days.)

o Fulrthef', A.S. Eddington stated that the acceptance of God, in effect, is not
believing in His existence. It means accepting God as the source of guidance. (Science
and the Unseen World.)

THE GUIDANCE: Let us see a glimpse of the Eternal Guidance.

Al-Qur'an, 2:177, denotes that we must begin with having IMAN (Conviziijon) in Allah,
the life Hereafter, 'the Angels, the Book and His messengers. CoTimenly these are called
the five articles of IMAN. The Qur'an invites us to this £ 5nviction through reason.

1. Belief in God: Remember 27, ""The Universe is too organized to be the

result of an accident.” Einet’
BT ) {8

. -
~nd Carl Sagan, the great American philosopher, marveled at the flawless
balance and harmony in Nature. "'In order to make an apple-pie from scratch, We will
have to re-invent the Universe!" '
2. Belief in the Héreafter entails not only afterlife, but Nature's Law of Requital

as well. "As you sow, so shall you reap!" Qur thoughts and actions make imprints on our
personalities. We start making our hell or paradise right here in this world.

"He who turns away from My Laws {Guidance), his will be a narrow
worldly life and we will bring him blind in the life hereafter." 20:124.
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WHAT, IN FACT, IS I~ AMT? Dear veader. tsiam is DEFEN, a perfect way of individual
and collective life. All el-. is mazhilh o mali i refigion. Islam is not a set of rituals and
rites, dogmas and myiss, pomp angd masi: 5, and dreams and non-scientific
phenomena. Nor is it "sicries of the 53 » kstam is so scientific that the great
thinker Ouspensky stated thas LY seier ded with the Qur'an, will turn out to

e

be false! And a man &f such high caliber az Goethe protessed that "the teachings of Islam
would never fail. No human being and =0 System can po heyond the Quran.”" These
scholars stated this because the Qur'se besuiifully explains the relationship of the
Creator and his creation.

THE UNIVERSE IS NOT THE RESULT OF AN ACCIDENT: According to the
Qur'an the Universe is neither Brahma's dream por "Ramji's leela" (Rama's toy).- God
is not a '"Master Player". The Universe ic - *¢ an image or shadow of the "World of
[deas' as contemplated by Plato. It has not Se0n o ezted at random.

"And We have not creaied tie heavens and the earth and all that is
between them in vain play. We have created them with the Right Plan,
but most people learn nat. " 44:38.39,

The Qur'an further states that oli things in the Universe are heading toward
heir appointed destinations. Nothing is stationary. The heavenly bodies are "swimming
long in their orbits." The Universe itseif is marching to a designated goal, All this is
aking place according to physical laws designed by the Creator.

HE CREATOR: is One, all else is creation. He is the Nourisher and Sustainer of all
1ankind (114:1) whether they are black or white, rich or poor, believers or non-believer.,
le makes ne distinction between Jews snd Tentiles. Hindus or Christians. Those who
ccept His Guidance He calls them Muslims {meaning people who submit themselves to
m to get in harmony with the Universal Plas and thus establish peace.)

Also, Allah is Omnipresent and Omnipotent. Allah is not confined to the heavens,
e does not have a man-like image. He is the Light of the heavens and the earth, 24:35.
e 1s above the human concepts of needing or having a mistress 6:106 or children 112:1-
And although Allah is Omnipotent, He uses his Power with Wisdom and Knowledge.

He makes laws as He wills, in the Worid of Command (A-Amr). In the World of
eation (Khalg or the Universe), He brings these laws into action. The entire universe is
erating according to these physical laws. When we discover some of these laws, we call
em Science. Yet, all the creation that exists cannot defy these laws of nature, Senator
bn Glenn said well that we can make a compass out of a magnet but we cannot invent
t law that the needle will point North. And so, the water will flow down-stream, the

1
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Let me reiterate that [ will present my answer with utmost sincerity and without
bias as much as humanly possible. Therefore, it is expected to be read with an open
mind.

I have studied history, philosophy and religion as best as | could after clearing
my mind of all preconceived notions. There are two reasons why I chose Islam to dictate
my way of life and for the same reasons I am not a Christian.

FIRST REASON: I fully understand that Muslims, and not [slam, are to be
blamed for their dismal condition in the last many centuries. They have fallen from the
high platform of DEEN into the swamp of MAZHAB. What this means is that they have
confined the Qur'an to mere recitation. The glorious Qur'an, which embodies the last
Word of Allah, guarantees its followers signal victory, success and achievement in this
world and in the Hereafter.

“"The messenger will say, O' my Lord! This is my people who had
abandoned this Qur'an making it of no account." 25:30

So the more than one billion people today who call themselves Muslims are
groping in the darkness of Mazhab consisting of inherited dogmas, beliefs, customs and
traditions, rituals and rites. They think only what their ancestors have taught them and
see only what the so-called Ulema show them. They have become victims of blind
following. -

Professor A.N. Whitehead rightly points out that accepting the customary
thought without criticism (blind following) is a form of idol-worship. It brings the
development of the human mind to a standstill. Amazingly, the Qui'an describes idels as '
authan, things that do not move. When Muslims were adhering to the Qur'an they were
the most dynamic force in the world to contend with! History is replete with their
accomplishments in all walks of life, be it government, morals, philosophy, science,
architecture, military, agriculture, medicine, surgery, ph‘;gits, chemistry, aptics, art, etc.
In fact that era provided the most pl‘{l_g;;",;“ﬁc test for the Qur'an with absolutely

convincing results _fﬂ" humani_f:; ‘o behold. In fact, according to Briffault, the European
Renaissance was 7 ered not from italy but from the Muslim Spain.

SECOND REASON: My personal diligent research into l}istory, philesophy,
anthropology and religion convinced me that nothing but Islam explains:

1. A sensible relation between man and the Universe

2. The purpose of life v ‘

3. A workable political, social, moral and economic system for all mankind and -
4. It provides a clear direction to solve individual and collective problems of
humanity.

1 feel these two reasons need further elaboration.
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(0" Muhammad) tell them that this is my way which is very clear and
straight. My call is based on firm conviction and reason as well as that af

my followers." 12:100

Unfortunately, today almost all the one billion plus Muslims in the w il ‘

Vuslims by hirth and by blind following, the kind of Islam which the Qur'an {7 il
of no merit.

MUSLIM SOCIETY: Let's assess the situation from one more viewpoir:. ™
oreat Egyptian scholar Mufti Muhammad Abduh visited Paris 2 hundred vears Ty
Upon his return to Egypt he startled the world by declaring, "In Europe [ saw

LRI

Muslims, --1 saw Islam! In Egypt I see Muslims, 1 see no Islam:

Dear reader, although there are non-lslamic practices in the West, I can hew
the echo of that declaration today. The so-called billion plus people today are M us s
without Islam! Their political, economic and social conditions paint a complete picture wif
misery and chaos wherever they live. Apparently the tree bearing such bad fruit shod
be hlameworthy. Isn't a tree known by the fruit it bears?

THEN, WHY AM | NOT A CHRISTIAN? 1 will answer this question a bit later
For the moment, let us glance at the people or nations that call themselves Christians
Where are they standing? Objectively speaking, one cannot help but marvel at their
scientific and material achievements.

Ponder that when God commanded the angels (according to Sir Sved ''the
forces of Nature'') to prostrate before Adam, they did. This means that Allah made
forces of nature subservient to mankind. In ether words man has been endowed with the
capacity to upderstand and master the physical laws operative in Nature, This is called
the "status of Adam'’ or "the pedestal of humanity." The West has attained this coveted
status. Muslims, not vet attaining it, are scrambling through life at subhuman levels.

"'Risen you have not to the human level, how can you find God (and the

purpose of the Universe)?' Sir Igbal.

The status of the true believer-MU'MIN-, however, is even more glorious i.e.
harnessing the forces of Nature through mastering physical laws and then using these
forces for the benefit of all mankind as Allah commands.

Thus, the West has attained the status of Adam; the Muslims have not. The
question is that after knowing this, WHY AM ] NOT A CHRISTIAN? Please read the

answer very closely.

A falika in Arabic which means forees and laws of Nature. The w riter has nightls quoted Sir Sved
Ahmad Khan, who mdicated the same. =~ Angelis a Biblical term and hence has a different connotation

(et
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"Allah has promised such of Vi g
(beneficial to the society) that He il surely make them rulers in the
earth." 24:53,

Now, think about the plight of Musii as woridwide. Are they truly prevailing
anywhere? Aren't they subjugated staves of foreige pewers, even in their own countries?
Thus, either the Muslims are not trie believere or the Qur'an is wrong by declaring that
the believers will prevail. Conclusion: S Gyved's claim, that today's Muslims are not
actually believers, is right and in accordanse wita the Qur'an!

Allama Inayatuliah Mashrigi depicied the state of the East in general, and that of
Muslims in particular, in this Way,

v vears. What have [ seen? How shall T
tewns in ruins, broken and shaken
i wighways. | saw wrinkled faces,
undernounrished bodies, stooping bk *, insensitive hearts, inverted logic,
aberrant reason. I saw oppression, siavsr “Esiy, pomp and vanity, detestable vices,
clusters of disease, burnt forests, cold Gvens, barren tilths, dirty attire and useless hands
and feet. I saw imams (religious leaders) withou: isilowings. 1 saw brothers who were
foes to one another. 1 saw days withou: surpose and | saw nights which lead to no
dawns."

"People ask me that [ traveled ti
tell what I have seen! From this end ¢
bridges, dirt clogged canals, dusty s

Subjugation to kings, despots, tvr avery to the mystic and the muliah,
submission to blind following of dozmas and is, fear, illiteracy, lootings & killings,
ethnic and sectarian hatred, webs of supersis what is all this? Rule of slavery.
Slavery of mind and body. The aforementioned verses of the Qur'an and the abject

status of Muslims proves one thing: T%e "mere than one billion Muslims' today are
Muslims only by name or ¢laim.

SECTARIANISM: Let's view the siiuation from another angle. The tree of
sectarianism among Muslims has grown to such heights and fatwas {verdicts) of
infidelity have become so popular that there £xisiz not a single Muslim in the world who
would be unanimously accepted as & Muslin: v the Llema (scholars or mullahs) of ALL
the existing sects!

MUSLIMS BY BIRTH: Som= mizil say, "We are born Muslims," People say

with pride, "Thank God! He created us among Muslims.” But the Qur'an confers no
value to Islam by inheritance. :

"O" you who believe (and call vourself Muslims) believe in Allah and His
messenger and the Book revealed unto him..." 4:134.

Muslims should stop here and think for a moment. Have »ou ever tried to search reality”
id vou really find the Truth? Or, are you just following your forefathers bhindly? It is
Iy after due contemplation that Islam can be adopted.
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By
Dr. Shabbir Ahmed. MD {Florida)

The title has been borrowed with gratitude from Bertrand Russel's book, "Why 1
am not a Christian," written years ago. Lord Russel had his own reasons for ""not being
a Christian'’. | have my own. Let us begin.

OVER A BILLION PEOPLE: It is proudly claimed that there are more than
one billion Muslims in the world. The non-Muslim world dislikes them. Muslims
complain that all anti-Islamic or anti-Muslim sentiment is based on prejudice. But, this
is only part of the truth. The remaining tyuth is that more than one pillion people who
call themselves Muslims are so only by name. Thus, it is their non-Islamic practices that
invite the world's condemnation.

" Among people are those who claim that they believe in Allah and the life
Hereafter, but in fact they believe not,” Qur'an 2:8.

Let us hear this truth in the words of great Sir Syed Ahmed Khan of Aligarh.
India,

"The prevalent form of Isiam is not the Deen (way of life) that was revealed to
the Holy Messenger and that which is preserved in the Holy Qur'an. . .. ...« ""
Muslims have chosen for themselves their ancestors' traditions and beliefs, their customs
and practices, as gods beside God. They have acknowledged and invented countless
prophets (jurists, mystics, ‘sufies’, imams, historians) after Muhammad, the Exalted.
They have taken books written by men as equivalent of the Qur'an. We do not accept §
these false gods, fictitious prophets and fake "qur'ans'’. We are destroyers of these false |
gods, fictitious prophets and fake qur'ans just as our father Abraham, the Exalted was
the destroyer of his father Azar's idols.”

Dear reader, if the saying of Sir Syed has astonished you please reflect on some
verses of the Qur'an that support his contentions: -

"Surely you will prévail if you are indeed believers." 3:139

v Allah will never give the disbeliever any way of success against the
believers.' 4:141.
"My righteous servants will inberit the earth.” 21:105.
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