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JIHAD IS NOT TERRORISM

SLAVERY

By
Ghulam Ahmad Parwez
English Rendering by
Shahid Chaudhry

What is human history? It is a story of the hunter and the prey written in
blood. Every section of this story is both gruesome and pathetic. But the
most morbid part is slavery being a disgraceful blot on humanity. What
can be worse than considering fellow human beings your chattel and
keep them like cattle? Even this comparison does not give the true
picture of the conditions of slaves. The owner of cattle does not throw
them to the wolves. But slaves have been actors in this drama too. The
best loved diversion of the innately barbarous and inhuman Romans was
to throw a helpless slave into the cage of a hungry lion and watch them
fight for dear life. Special arenas were prepared for this “sport”.

When the last Messenger began his ministry, he saw that slaves
were an important part of the society. But, for this flag-bearer of human
equality that he was, this ighominy to humanity was intolerable. He
declared that it is not legal for a man to consider another man his
property. All men are human beings and therefore equal. This is against
human honour and dignity that man should be considered a commodity
or cattle. Freedom is the birth- right of man. In a human society slavery
should come to an end.

Prisoners of War

At that time, the tradition in the world was that the prisoners of war were
taken slaves and subsequently their children were considered born slaves.
The Quran closed this fountainhead of slavery. It prohibited making
slaves of prisoners of war. They would be released either by taking
ransom or in good faith.

Now when you meet in battle your opponents then it is smiting
of the necks until you have routed them; then bind fast the
bonds; then either give them a free dismissal afterwards or exact a
ransom. (47:4)



Slaves of pre-Quranic Times

The prisoners of war till their release remained State guests. After the
closure of the fountain the river of slavery would have dried up on its
own. But some time was required for this drying up process. The river
already had some water and an outlet for it had to be made. At that time
slaves were a common feature of almost every Arab household. Slaves
worked on their agricultural lands and slave girls did household chores.
In this way they had become an integral part of their social and economic
life. By freeing them in one stroke would have created complete disorder
and chaos in the Arab society of the time. Not only the masters but also
the slaves would have found themselves in difficulties. Besides, the
Muslims themselves were not in a position to make proper arrangements
for all the freed slaves. Therefore, the circumstances demanded that the
process of freeing the slaves and the slave girls be carried out in steps and
not en bloc. Moreover, only in this way they could have adjusted to the
demands of a free society. These slaves, as said eatlier, already existed in
the Arab society. The Quran has called them maa-malakat aymaanukum
[‘those who are in your possession’]. All orders of the Quran in the
context of slavery are for these slaves only. Once they gained freedom,
the very concept of slavery met its doom. For the slaves who existed
were slowly but steadily absorbed in the free society and there was no
scope for recruiting new ones. The phrase waa-malakat aymaanukum is in
the past tense. At every place in the Quran only this tense is used for the
slaves. This shows that the Quran is referring to only those slaves and
slave girls who already existed in the Arab society.

Methods

The Quran employed various methods for the emancipation and
betterment of the slaves who already existed (waa-malakat aymaanukum) in
the Arab society. First of all it encouraged people to free slaves. The
Muslims were urged to be kind and considerate to their slaves. They were
told that to emancipate a slave was a meritorious act. They could atone
for some of their offences by setting a slave free.

A Muslim would never kill another Muslim except by mistake. If
he kills another Muslim by mistake he should set free a believing
slave and pay blood money to the family of the deceased. (4:92)

Freeing the slaves was also to atone for frivolous oaths.
kiswatubum awtah-reeru ragabab.



(If you have taken an oath not to partake a particular lawful thing,
mind it that) Allah holds you accountable only for oaths taken
with serious intent and not for frivolous oaths. The atonement
for breaking serious oaths is the feeding of ten poor persons with
such food as your family eats, or providing clothes to them or
setting a slave free. (5:89)

If a person in a fit of anger calls his wife his mother (to declare
his intention of not having any sexual relationship with her at all), this
was called zzhar. This practice now became an offence and could be
atoned by setting a slave free.

But those who pronounce the word Zibar (mother etc. in state of
anger) to their wives then wish to go back on the words they uttered, (it
is ordained that such a one) should free a slave. (58:3)

Today, it is hard to understand the difficulty the Arabs had to
undergo in such atonements; we can hardly imagine how valuable a slave
was to them; it immensely affected their social and economic life because
slaves had become part and parcel of their society. In such circumstances
it was an act of great courage to free a slave. Hence the Quran has
compared it with scaling a mountain during which man loses his breath at
every step.

(But even after these facts) man does not gather strength to scale
a mountain. And do you know what scaling a mountain means? It
is freeing a slave. (90:11-13)

Manumission

If a slave was noticed to possess the potential to contribute positively to
the society by being a free person, a deed for his emancipation was
written. Besides, he was given economic support to begin a new life.

And if any of your slaves ask for a deed in writing (for
emancipation) then give them such a deed if you know any good
in them; besides, give them something yourselves out of the
means which Allah has given to you. (24:33)

After this, the Quran said that marriages of the slaves and the
slave girls should be solemnised so that they may begin their family lives
and thereby become virtuous members of the society.



Marry those among you who are single, and the eligible ones
among your slaves, male or female. (24:32)

It was decreed that not just the slaves but also ‘free’ citizens
should marry the slave girls.

Whoever amongst you cannot afford to marry a free believing
woman may marry a believing slave girl. If you marry a slave girl
do not treat her as inferior (because once she accepts Islam and
marries you she is at par with others). Allah knows all about your
Eiman (conviction in the Divine Order and following it.
Remember the only consideration for distinction is Eizman,
otherwise) the one of you is as the other. (4:25)

Good Behaviour

The masters were instructed to behave properly with good manners with
your slaves; one’s behaviour towards them should be as good as it was
towards one’s parents and other near relatives.

And in dealing with your relatives you must strictly adhere to the
laws of Allah and no manmade law should be mixed with them.
Accordingly you should do well to: a. parents, b. kin-folk, c.
orphans, d. others in need, e. neighbors irrespective of whether
they are your relatives or not, f. way-farers who stand in need of
your help, and g. those in your charge (slaves) or those who work
under you. Allah does not like those who are proud and boastful.

(4:36)
Sexual Exploitation

The Arabs, during jaabeliya (the pre-Islam Age of Ignorance), as per their
custom, maintained sexual relations with their slave girls but never gave
them the social status of wives. According to the Quran, that was wrong.
If a slave girl has not been freed for one reason or another and the
master enjoys sex with her, it was his duty to elevate her to the status of a
wife. In this way the Quran by one stroke of the pen changed the
derogatory position of a slave girl to the high and axiomatic status of a
wife. Their illicit relationships were made lawful. And by giving axiomatic
status to the strangeness of their relationship the Quran provided them
with equality in marital life and their children were also given due social
and legal standing at par with others.



(Who will be successful?) They are those who guard their
modesty. (Successful are those who guard themselves against
unlawful sex and every kind of sex perversion). But (lawful) sex
with wife or slave girl (elevated to the status of wife) is permitted.
(23:5-0)

End of Slavery

Thus the Quran brought an end to slavery. The problem of slaves who
already existed in the Arab society was solved and the sources of
recruiting new slaves were closed forever. Now the question is: why are
methods of eradicating slavery still mentioned in the Quran? The answer
is simple: if any community, engrossed with the problem of slavery,
embraces Islam then the Islamic State has laws to tackle this
predicament.

The Re-emergence of Slavery

With the replacement of Islamic political system by monarchy, the
Muslim society again adopted the customs and traditions of jaabeliya
(ignorant or uncivilised people). This un-Islamic way of life was accepted
with such enthusiasm that it has become difficult to find an era in which
slave girls in thousands were not present in harems of Muslim sultans.
One may ask as to why Muslims reverted to the ‘Age of Ignorance’ when
they had with them the Quran with such clear instructions? Well, they
have a backdoor called the Tradition literature through which every
brigand thought or act can undauntedly emerge. Therefore, Traditions
(Hadith) were fabricated in favour of exploiting slave girls. And the
tragedy is that these inhuman thoughts and shameless slanders have been
attributed to the last Messenger whose piety, modesty, integrity and self-
control is beyond doubt. In the six True Books of Tradition (sthaah e
sitta), there exist such absurd Traditions regarding slave girls that
embarrass even the most shameless. We do not have the heart to
reproduce them here. Nations opposed to Islam have declared that
slavery and prostitution are crime but in the sacred city of Mecca slave
gitls are openly sold. '

' (G.A. Parwez’s note): In 1963 press reports indicated that the government of Saudi
Arabia had banned slavery. If this is correct then it is a welcome sign.



Oh, would that I had died before this and had become a thing of
naught, forgotten! (19:23)

This is all due to the Tradition (badith) literature because the
Quran had put an end to slavery at a time when no nation had the
wisdom to think on these lines. Today’s Muslims continue to announce
proudly from their pulpits and platforms that Islam put an end to slavery.
Yet they themselves are the slaves of tradition and religious folklore.
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BELIEF IN ONE ALLAH

By
Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq

It was very commendable on the part of Abraham to build a house of God in a desolate
place with no cultivation around it. God admires this.
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“And when Abraham and Ismail raised the foundation of the House : Our Lord,
bless our humble effort...” 2/127
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“And when Abraham said : My Lord, Make this a secure institution in a safe town,

and make the efforts of those who are participating in the building of an
international organization, bear fruit...” 2/126

God responded positively to Abraham’s wish.
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“And when we made the house and institution it represented a place (where
humanity would forget their differences based on their selfish requirements) and
become united and thus achieve peace. O people of the world, follow the lead given
by Abraham and hold fast to the principles of an international organization founded
by him. And, we enjoined upon Abraham and Ismail to ensure that this
organization is kept safe for those who whish to work for the principles of obedience
to the laws of Allah on which this organization is built.” 2/125

Abraham had great hopes in the working of an institution which was to strive for unity of
mankind in their resolve to evolve a common set of values to ensure global peace.
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“And when Abraham said : My Lord, make this organization based in this city a
beacon of peace and unity for mankind. Enable me and successors to keep away
from the temptation of subscribing to institutions based on other than Allah’s
values. My Lord, such misguided institutions have led many a people astray. Our
Lord, to enable this organization to continue to function in my absence, I have asked
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a part of my family to live permanently in this unproductive, desolate valley. It
would be hard on them but it is necessary so that the institution lives on. Our Lord,
the aim of this institution would continue to be unity of mankind in following laws of
one Allah alone. O God, make the hearts of people yearn towards them and provide
them fruit for their living as well as fruitful results of their efforts so that they are
enabled to make full use of God’s bounties” -14/35-36

Abraham departed from Mecca after laying the foundations of a noble institution. He had
other places to go to initiate and strengthen his noble mission. He left Ismail, his son,
behind. Mecca remained a center of civilization for the Arab people for a long time. They
used to gather in this town from all corners of the peninsula once every year to
commemorate the founding of a noble institution. As usual, the occasion lost its original
aim and shape over time and turned into a funfair. Muhammed, a descendent of Ismail
and Meccan by birth, was assigned the mission of restoring to Mecca its original pure and
noble aim of uniting the whole of mankind on one platform. Vested interests had
converted the Ka’aba into a place of profit for themselves. Understandably, they were
annoyed when Muhammed proclaimed his aim. They forced him and his followers to
leave Mecca and seek protection and freedom in Medina. But wherever Muhammed
went, his eyes were fixed on Ka’aba in Mecca from where a clarion call for unity of
mankind for a single purpose had originated. It was possible to work for the same mission
at Medina also.
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“The entire world, the east and the west belong to God. From wherever you are in a
position of authority, you can advance the cause of God.” 2/115

But Muhammad was keen to be once again in position of authority in Mecca so that the
house of God could be cleansed of all the evil customs perpetrated in it, forgetting the
noble mission for which it was originally founded.
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“Indeed we are seeing the turning of your face to heaven, so we shall surely restore
your authority in the center, Ka’aba, that you cherish in your heart. But while you
are not there, keep your eyes constantly on the principles on which the sacred
Mosque is based. And, wherever in the world you may be, you should draw you
inspirations from the sacred Mosque...” 2/144

People with limited vision will make much of the fact that you have been turned out of
Mecca, the birth place of your revolution and the site of an honorable institution that you
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hold in respect. They will ridicule your movement and declare its failure because of the
fact that you have been forced out of Mecca. The momentum of your movement, they
announce, is lost.
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“The less discerning amongst people will say “What has turned them out of the
institution they had announced to be the inspiration of their movement”. Tell them:
Our efforts will go on. East and West belong to God. Wherever we are, we will
continue to seek the right path. It is, as a result of your steadfastly holding on to
your noble purpose, that you have been designated to be an exalted nation, equally
available to all for help in providing them guidance and supervising their affairs
when they need you. The messenger is keeping a close watch on you so that you do
not wander away from your main aim...” 2/142-43

Never mind you have temporarily been deprived of authority in Mecca. Your aim is
upholding of principles, not places. Other people hold certain places as sacred, not you.
You are to proclaim the Unity of mankind wherever you are placed.
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“Every people hold certain places and principles sacred to them. So, compete with
them in promotion of good for humanity. Wherever you are ever, strive for unity
amongst mankind. Remember, wherever you are placed, keep your eyes fixed on the
source from which your common values originate, in your case the sacred Mosque
in Mecca. And surely, this is the truth from your Lord...” 2/148-149

This is a cruel world. Sometimes you may not be in authority in any place. Do not
consider this to be the end of the world. Keep alight the spirit of your noble movement in
the confinement of your houses, if circumstances become so dire. Your efforts will bear
fruit.
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“And we revealed to Moses and his brother. Take for your people’s houses to abide
in Egypt and make your houses a place for initiation and strengthening of your

noble movement and keep following the laws of God. And give good news to the
believers (that their efforts will bear fruit).” 10/87




Tolu-e-Islam 11 April, 2010

Muhammad and his followers reentered Mecca as conquerors. There was not a bullet
fired. The unbelievers had deprived the believers and other weak people in Mecca of their
human rights for a long time. The prophet immediately put this right and in the best
tradition of previous messengers, he did not punish the unbelievers for their failings when
they were in occupation of Mecca.
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“Yousaf said to his brothers, I do not hold you to account for your previous
shortcomings. But henceforth you must come under the umbrella of laws of God for
your own good...” 12/92

Now that prophet Mohammad was in political control of Mecca, he once again
announced the Ka’aba to be the central Headquarters of Muslims all over the world. On
an as required basis, Muslim delegates from all over the world were to visit Mecca on
specified dates for presentation of their reports as well as participating in policy
formulating conferences. Industrial and trade fairs could be held simultaneously so that,
people all over the world would see what new systems and productions had been made
for benefit of mankind. Whereas, only Muslims would participate in policy-making
convention, others who believed in one God could attend as spectators or possibly
contributors of new ideas.
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“And proclaim to the entire people of the world that (for resolving international
issues, and making final policies under divine guidance), they should come to Mecca
from distant lands, using such conveyance as available. The aim of their visit is that
they should see for themselves, what such an internationally inclined system is doing
for their benefit. Dates for such gatherings would previously be notified. While
living there, they should slaughter animals in the name of God to feed themselves
and others who can not afford it themselves. Then they should, by mutual
consultation, devise ways and means to remove deficiencies and shortcomings in
humanity so that they can fulfill the task they have assigned to themselves when
embarking on this mission. By their actions symbolized by circling the Ka’aba, they
must show that they will stand by the principles representing this ancient historical
building. So, this is the aim of this get-together. While here, it would be good for you
if you would show respect for symbols meant to strengthen your resolve. Eat of the
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animals except those made unlawful to you (but remember that eating and drinking
is not the purpose for your gathering). You are here for a purpose, so while persuing
that, avoid making such policies as would hinder movement in life or weaken your
will to work. Trusting on man made idols will lead you in that direction. Also, make
sure that the policies you make here have an aim. All actions suggested must assist
in achieving an agreed upon goal and not be time wasting work. So you must rid
yourself of all other than God in divine guidance. When you have more than one
value system, you will be deprived of development as a human to high pedestal.
Instead, you will start falling from a high position and you will be like a weak bird
who falls from his nest and is then either swept up by a stronger bird or thrown
away by strong winds to a place far from where it was safe. This is what happens to
people who submit to authorities other than God. On the other hand, those who
follow divine laws and also formally show respect to his symbols, this will strengthen
their resolve to work for the benefit of humanity (Mere adherence to a formal show
of respect to symbols will be of no use). For instance, the animals you slaughter.
There is no holiness attached to them or to process of slaughtering. You use them as
conveyance and when they get to the Kaaba, you slaughter and eat them and that is
it...”22/27-33.

As will be noticed, the Quran lays out in clear terms and in quite some detail, the purpose
of Hajj. This has to be elaborated by Muslims themselves to suit their requirements as
time goes by. As to when it should be held and for how many days and what is to be done
in various places, is left to the discretion of people in successive generations.

cé-“uﬁd\&‘iauw‘bub)ﬁ@i‘ue-\ﬁwﬁuﬁuwhw«‘cd
o Gl (Al ¢ o8l g (o sBEN 21 30 A 8 ) g9 39 A daley R pa ) gladiila g
M\w&\bﬁa\auuﬁwﬁd\\élﬁé)wM1 S ) s oo
oS 138 LS 038303 0l

“The months and dates fixed for Hajj should be notified well in time. (I have,
incidentally, mentioned in the chapter dealing with fasting that when and if the
Muslim people adopt the solar calendar, they may be well advised to fix the annual
gathering at a time when the weather in Mecca is suitable). Then, whoever is
privileged to participate in this noble convention, he should, during its entire course,
conduct himself in a decent manner. There should be no idle talk or conversation
exhibiting sexual tendencies. The debates should be in a calm and cool atmosphere,
with restrained language, not trying to do each other down with loud voices.
Remember, that whatever you are doing is to advance the cause of God and good of
humanity. Also, you should be well equipped with your own requirements and not
have to ask others, as far as possible, for satisfying your basic needs. Also, only such
people should be asked to participate who are intellectually well equipped to think
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of ways and means of how best to advance the cause of Allah. There is no harm in
indulging in economic and trade activity. Think of ways how you better the
economic lot of the people by best exploiting the bounties of God. After you have
been well introduced to each other in Arafat (a general assembly), travel on to the
sacred mosque to gather together again (in specialist groups) to ponder over the
matter entrusted to you in the light of divine guidance.” 2/197-198
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“Fulfill your mission in advancing the cause of God during the specified periods. If
for some important reasons, somebody has to leave early after a day or two, there is
no harm. And if some people have to overstay because their group has not yet
completed its task, that is all right. Let them extend their stay.” 2/203

It will be noticed that along with the main aim of collective deliberations over
formulation of policies for the growth of humanity, the Quran is also mentioning certain
formal ceremonies to respect the “symbols of God”. Most humans find that it strengthens
their psyche when they participate in collective activity in a demonstrative way. The
ceremony, by itself, is not the productive part. Its contribution is that it adds to human
resolve to collectively work for the advancement of a cause. The Quran broadly hints at a
general meeting at Arafat, circumambulating the Kaaba and a formal hair cut to mark the
end of the proceedings.

The Quran specifically prohibits the hunting of land animals and birds.
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“O you who believe, do not hunt animals or birds in the precincts of Kaaba.
Prohibition of hunting while you are in the precincts of Kaaba is restricted to only
land animals. Hunting of sea animals is lawful.” 5/95-96

As discussed before, Mecca is a haven for peace and, therefore, a restriction on hunting is
also made to symbolize and highlight peace. But, the Quran does not give details of
circumambulation (seven times or more or less), the specific manner of conducting the
general assembly at Arafat or the haircut. Other ceremonies which have been
incorporated in the proceedings by the Muslims as a tradition, such as kissing the black
stone, praying at Abraham’s place, drinking the sacred water of Zam Zam, passing briefly
through Muzdalifa to pick up stones for striking the devils, the striking of devils and the
slaughter of animals as a sacrifice in the way of God are not even mentioned in the
Quran. This is not to say that the Muslim people should not evolve certain useful
traditions. It is their right to do so. But it is also their right to shed them or to introduce
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changes in them when changes in times and circumstances do require so. Mandatory for
all times is only those instructions which are given in the Quran as obligatory. Where the
Quran gives a choice, it would be unwise not to avail of this concession. Safa (&) and
Marwa (5.5_) are a very good example to illustrate this point.
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“Surely, Safa and Marwa are symbols of God amongst so many others. So, whoever
participates in Hajj or Umra, there is no harm if he goes round them. The real
purpose is to willingly participate in production of useful things for humanity.”
2/158

Going round Safa and Marwa was a long-standing pagan custom on the occasion of their
annual funfair. The Quran has discouraged the adoption of many a pagan custom but
chose to give the Muslims a choice to keep it or shed it as they deemed fit. The Muslims
have so far stick to it. In accordance with the Quranic injunctions, they must keep their
options open. A ceremony to mark the end of Hajj mission, a haircut is hinted at the
Quran although it does not appear to be laid down as a compulsory duty. However, I may
well be wrong in my understanding of the Quran. I will quote here the complete passage,
which incidentally, also gives directions as to what you should do, if for some reason,
you are prevented from participating in these conventions inspite of your having planned
to do so.

G.HL’.\A?SMJJJ‘\gﬂxngéy\ww‘uﬂ‘uﬁa‘uu&)oﬂb@ﬂ ) 9ad) g

Mj\MMJ\eMwMMMUw‘sd\MJ\MJAPS.mulSL}dMMgA@\

?m‘\")‘ Mméwg@\wwih&@i\uﬂowh . "Cyd‘u.u\ KIE:

?\JA.“AMA.“L;Jmh‘uh\u&eﬁ@&d&\ﬁbﬁ&e&)\d‘@uj@\g
liel) Lad Q) ) 1 gale ) g ol ) gRS)

“And accomplish the Hajj and Umra for Allah. But if you are prevented, send them
whatever contribution you can afford to make. And, shave not your head until your
contribution reaches its destination. But, if some one is sick or has an ailment of the
head, he may effect compensation by fasting or by making a useful contribution or
by doing any act of goodness that he may bind himself to. Then, whenever you can
participate in Hajj or Umra, do so and take with you a contribution that you can
afford. But, he who cannot find an offering should fast for three days during the
stay in gatherings and seven days when you return. These are ten days complete.
This is only for those whose families are not with them in the sacred mosque.” 2/196

Hajj is the annual convention of a general assembly in the central headquarters at Mecca
and Umras are the meetings of various specialist bodies set up by the general assembly
for special tasks. Such meetings could be called at any time and for any number of times
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at any suitable place. But, of course, it would help if they were held in central secretariat
where all facilities are easily available. The fact that you have had the privilege of
making your contributions in these collective deliberations, does not mean that you have
completed all your duties. You have work to do to put into effect what you have planned.
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“When you have finished with all your preoccupations, now get on with
implementation of plans made and remember to keep in mind the laws of Allah at
all time.” 2/200

I have deliberately not, so far, discussed a major ceremony that the Muslims have
preformed since long as an integral part of Hajj. That is a stay of three days at Mina, a
suburb of Mecca during which they slaughter animals as offerings to Allah in the
tradition of Abraham and throw stones at three Satans placed in the area. The Quran does
not mention any of these traditions. The Muslims are welcome to stick to them as a
custom evolved over a period of time but they must not adopt them as if the Quran has
mandated them. These activities should be analyzed by the Muslim general assembly to
discuss whether they are a useful institution in modern times. I shall briefly examine
them in the light of the Quran.

A son was born to Abraham in late age. When the baby became a strong young boy,
Abraham thought that he saw God in a dream asking him to slaughter his son.
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“When he became of age to work with him, he said, “O my son, I have seen in a
dream that I should sacrifice you, so what do you say about that? He said, “O my
father, do as commanded. As God so wishes, you will find me steadfast”. So, when
they both submitted and Abraham had thrown his son upon his forehead, We called
out to him saying O Abraham, you have indeed fulfilled the vision. Thus we reward

the doers of good. Surely it was a great trial and we saved the son for a greater
sacrifice.” 37/102-107

The Quran does not specify here what the greater sacrifice was. The Muslims believe that
God sent a goat from heaven which Abraham slaughtered. To mark this occasion,
Muslims all over the world as well as at Mina at Mecca, sacrifice animals for three days.
Muslims are free to do so but it is unfair to the Quran to assert that it is done as ordered
or indicated in it when it does not do so at all. One the other hand, the Quran refers to
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Ismail having been assigned a permanent duty to proclaim the message of God in a far
away, desolate strange land.
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“O my Lord, I have settled a part of my offspring in an unproductive, desolate

valley near your sacred mosque so that he can establish here a society based on your
laws.” 14/37

This, according to me, is the greater sacrifice for which Ismail was saved. I may be
wrong but at least I can quote it from the Quran. A goat from paradise is not even
remotely hinted at in it. If the Muslims are so keen to follow in the footsteps of Abraham
and Ismail, I would recommend the harder and more useful course as mentioned in the
Quran rather than taking an easy way out.

The Quran does talk of slaughtering of animals for food through out the period of Hajj,
not just for three days in Mina. Recall - 22/28.
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“And mention the name of Allah on days specified for Hajj over what He has given
them of the cattle quadrupeds, then eat of them and feed the distressed ones, the
needy.” 22/28

In modern times, when hotels provide prepared food and ready for use meat can be
bought conveniently in the market, in case one prepares food at home, it would not
appear to be necessary to resort to a mass scale slaughtering of animals. This
demonstrably, results in waste which is against the injunctions of the Quran.
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“O children of Adam, attend to your adornment when you gather together in
assemblies and eat and drink but be not prodigal : surly he loves nor the Prodigals.”
7/31

In recent times, some of the surplus meat at Mina is dispatched to some countries where
it is needed in emergencies. This, it is argued, ensures that there is no waste. I would ask
these apologists to calculate the expense on transportation of this meat by air. Surely,
there is a less expensive and less wasteful course of action.

This is also not true that this is a sacrifice to God. Referring to animals slaughtered
during Hajj for food, the Quran says.
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“And the camels you slaughter on this occasion are also one of the symbols of God.
(Whatever thing or institution helps in strengthening a society based on laws of
Allah is called Symbols of God). They are for use by you (not something holy).
Slaughter them in lines in the manner prescribed by God. When they fall down on
their sides after slaughter, eat of them yourselves and feed the needy and the
hungry. We have created them for your consumption so that you can utilize
bounties of God for Maximum use. But, always remember that the meat and blood
of these animals does not reach God (He does not need these. You need the meat as
food for sustenance).” 22/36-37

Muslims men wear a traditional dress during Hajj. It is a type of uniform, a good idea.
But I do suggest another look at the dress itself. The Quran does not prescribe a particular
type of uniform. Muslims are at liberty to change this uniform if they feel it is necessary.
Perhaps, a more working dress is indicated in modern times. Such a uniform as adopted
today might well change in future as required by changes in time.

As far as stoning of the three devils on three different days during stay at Mina is
concerned, it is not absolutely clear as to when and how this tradition started. It is
certainly not even hinted at in the Quran. Whether or not this tradition is practicable or
useful in modern times is for Muslim people to decide in an international Islamic moot.

This, then, is Hajj, an institution to remind the people of the world that their future lies in
development in coordination among themselves, each strengthening the other when so
required.
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“This is Kaaba, a place of respect, designed to enable humanity as one unit, helping
each other so that they can remain firmly established.” 5/97

It was Mecca when the Muslims were dominant power in the world. It is New York in
modern times. History marches on. Who knows where the next United Nations
organization will be housed, an organization which will ensure stability and peace
amongst the people of the whole world.

(Continue)
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