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country, and the masses were not yet réady for it. As time passed, the course of events
proved he was right. Ever since there have been individuals who are inspired to
establish ‘’nizam-e-Rububiyat’’ (nourishment and development of the people) at the
behest of the Tolu-e-Islam, or bring about changes in the institutions and rituals
which only the government at the central capital is empowered to do or can do it.
Actually the Message is so powerful, and inspiring and inevitable that one is ready to
take any risk and commit the ultimate and die for the cause. But there is a catch here
as well. I recall that sometime in the sixties in a country in the Far-East or South-East
Asia—I forget which one it was--an individual followed by others surrendered their
lives in the blaze of world-wide public gaze. It triggered of a revolution of
tremendous magnitude. With a shine in his eyes, Parwez Sahib remarked that
wonders can be achieved when the people at large are ready for it. But he added. in a
contrary situation, when the time is not yet ripe, the budding revolution can be totally
crushed with devastating effec‘E by such individual sacrifices.

I shivered at the thought of it!

7 (Shamim Anwar)
o e e e e e e e

Dr. Sayed Abdul Wadud Explains Surah

- Ar-Rehman Scientifically ‘
Dr. Sayed Abdul Wadud has produced a pamphlet in English in which he has given §
the scientific explanation of the first 27 verses of Sura Ar-Rehman (55).
The ‘Tafaseer’” produced by our renouned exegists do not explain the scientific aspect §
of the verses because they are not acquainted with it. With the advance of time. this §
aspect of Quranic verses is coming into light. Th¢ more our knowledge of the §
B universe increases, the more we come to understand the Quran. ; :
However, there are limitations as far as the knowledge of the Quran is concerned as |
well as of science. As a matter of fact, it is not possible for any human being to know §
all or even the substantial part of the natural phenomena around us. The Quran says:
“If all the trees of the earth were pens and a oceans were ink with seven oceans §
behind it to add to it’s supply, yet would not the infinite signs of Allah be exhausted. |
| For Allah is exalted in power and full of wisdom. (3'1 737

- ' 3 Dr. Sayed Abdul Wadud
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THE TIME FACTOR

It is a natural desire among humans to measure things and events in time, in
keeping with their own life span. One desires to witness the results of ones efforts
before ones own eyes. There is nothing wrong with that, but Nature has its own
course to follow, its own universal process of cause and effect and its own timings.
‘Of course the implication is not towards its arbitrariness and waywardness. On the
contrary, these laws governing human life are as exact and precise as the laws |
governing the universal world of matter. Human-gffort should be to work in harmony
with them and with maximum possﬂ)le effort.

While ruminating over thls I was reminded of what Parwez Sahib said during
one of my almost daily visits after 4 p.m., when he welcomed all and sundry while
strolling in his lawn, or in his multipurpose study room, depending on the weather.
Parwez Sahib reminisced that Qaid-e-Azam, during the last days of the Indian
freedom movement, asked him whether Pakistan would be achieved during his life-
time. He replied that when a similar wish and query occured in Muhammad’s
(PBUH) mind, the Quranic reply was that his mission,was to continue working to his
maximum capacity, the results would occur according fo the universal laws governing
human life. Hearing this, Qaid-e-Azam became tearful. On anxious enquiry, he
replied that if this was said to Muhammad (PBUH) then he was nowhere to be
counted.

In this background must all movements be evaluated, be they struggle for
freedom and independence, or struggle for reconstruction of the system and
institutions. Life is constant tension and struggle and it is the supreme, objective law
of evolution and change that we must all imbibe individually and collectively. Non-
recognition of it can lead to all kinds of misunderstandings and ultimately to chaos
and failure. The people to benefit from it would be no other than the enemy w1th1n
and the enemy without, '

The initial contact with the Revolution that is the Quran, one gets extremely
excited: I did too, especially when the masses were galvanised by Bhutto, arguing
with Parwez Sahib that we should have done the same; and accordingly even Wrote a
letter to the editor of a daily newspaper. However, Parwez Sahib calmly explained
that primarily his mission was an appeal to the intellectuals and the youth of the

—
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(hoarding) of every conceivable commodity in the world and even destroying crops
and food to maintain high prices by the wealthy nations, when the majority of the
world lacks even the basic necessities of life such as clean water, food and medicine
is inhuman. for this action is the first step in the denial of equitable distribution of
resources for human survival and the final act towards the stratification of humanity
into the first and the third world.

Couple of years after Tanzania’s independence, a famous English language
magazine, published a cover feature and commented upon the country’s socialistic
policies. development efforts and economic strategy and advised that the country
should lift itself by the ‘boot straps’. The then President Nyerere wisely reminded the
writer that Tanzanians do not have boots!

In spite of this and after all is said and done about the rich Western nations
doing next to nothing for the poor world, except giving aid with lots of strings
attached (white elephants) or charity with lots of fanfare when disaster strikes, they,
~ the so called kafirs at least look after their citizens, unlike our so called Mushim
countries. Credit should be given where credit is due for the West has established the
systems of maintaining a datum for life sustenance and therefore some of its dignity!
Is it any wonder that most of the third world likes to flock to the first world with
whatever means, often with tragic consequences? However our ‘rich’ move quite
safely from their palaces to other palaces (even royal ones) with impunity.

Charity is the offering of ones wealth, over and above ones needs (after tax) to
help the needy in emergency. Nowhere in the history of mankind has there been an
example of such a revolution in the community as in Madina during the very early
stages of Muhammad’s migration there. The sharing of material wealth by the
. Ansaars with the Muhajirs would be called today as a paradigm shift in social
attitude. (13/11) It was this shift that stabilised the traumatised society and was the
trigger for the embryonic establishment of the City State, which later became a gdreat
Muslim Empire.

Unlike in other religions (Islam is not a religion but a code of life) which
tolerate and even concede poverty as a virtue (the poor are the children of God) so
that others can gain pious merit by handing out charity to them. This is not tolerated
and poverty would not exist in a State run on Islamic principles of “establish Salaah
and proffer Zagaat”. When we look around us, we do not find a single state in the
Muslim world (many of them extremely rich). which does justice to the name Muslim
state. :

sk 3k 3k ok sk ok sk sk ok ok e ok ok ok sk sk ok ok ok sheske ok sk skek
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' equitable distribution to its citizens for their welfare and development according to
the needs. Unlike in the other philosophies an Islamic government is not a separate
entity from the rest of the civil society. In Islam the rulers are the role model for the
society to follow.

The resource necessary to fulfil the requirements is dependent upon the wealth
of the nation and the capacity of its citizens to proffer the zagaat (income tax). No
where in Quran does it fixes Zagaat to any prescriptive figure let alone just 2.5% of
ones income. But for the State to fulfil its obligations, the citizens must, as a duty.
fulfil their obligations (5/1) to the State in order to establish the system of saluah
(4/15) for the welfare of its entire community.

The First Khalif, Abdullah Abu-Bakr Siddique spent most of his two years in
office campaigning against the rebels, who refused to contribute zagaat to the state
revenue. His campaigns were to collect State Tax for the running of the State affairs.
' not charity. Nor can any fair-minded person allege that he collected the revenue to
enrich himself, which is the norm with most of our rulers. History in fact tells us that
indeed the opposite was the case for the Khalifa gave all his wealth to the State.

This action on the part of the State establishes the precedent that Zagaat is a
State Tax and the government has the right to collect it even by force, so that the State
. can provide for all the legitimate and basic necessities of the society and ensure that
the dignity of its citizens is maintained in order that they can progress and develop
- their potential at their own pace. Equally it is obligatory upon the citizenry to fulfil its
- duties for the benefit of all in the community and thus contribute in establishing the
systems of justice and fairness (22/41). Conversely to demand State help, where it is
legitimate and deserving, is a right of the citizens. However if the State (those in
authority) are unjust and the citizens fraudulent, they commit a crime against
mankind!

Some years back it was claimed by the economists that only a couple of the
top rich Muslim States could have provided for the whole of the Muslim world’s
budget. But of course, that must have been prior to their mutual wars! One may safely
assume now that all their surplus and reserve of wealth had been equitably distributed
among their first world masters, who got paid in the first instant for destroying and
then for the repairs of the havoc and damage of the wars. And what of their current
income? Spent on erecting gaudy monuments and towers (Alburooj) to the glory of
the rulers and their personal wealth. Alas! Designed, built and operated by their
foreign masters!! : s

The ‘principle of equitable distribution of wealth is not limited only to the
economics of a particular State but the whole world. Amassing ‘Strategic Reserve’
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- SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ISLAM

By
A.Rashid Samnakay

B ke e e e

The essentials of equitable distribution of wealth and the elements of social
justice is lost among us who profess to adhere to Quranic values, including the
Muslim majority countries and even professedly Islamic States! The simple reason -
being that the Quranic ordinance of dutifully proffering (as opposed to grudgingly
paying) state dues and the fair distribution of that revenue by the State are nonexistent
in our countries. That is because the establishment of social justice (Salaah) and
distribution of wealth Zagaar is interpreted as the five ‘canonical Prayers’ and
‘Regular charity’ or poor-due respectively.

The word charity has the connotation of extra meritorious and self gratifying .
. act, performed on others at the expense of their dignity and the assumption that they
are disadvantaged and some what socially inferior. 1t also conjures up the impression
that there are and will always be disadvantaged people in the world as a law of nature,
so that charity can be practiced upon them to earn merit! It could be argued that the
latter also consider themselves meritorious too as they are providing the means for the
former to gain merit!!

With the above logic, would it then not become essential for Muslims to
ensure the existence of the poor class so that the group with advantages (the haves)
can fulfil its obligations to their religion? This thought process is responsible for the
caste system with religious twist to it! .

Needless to say that the above is diametrically opposite to Quranic teachings,
which endeavours to ensure the equality and to uphold the dignity of all mankind
(17/70). As Quran is the synthesis of all divine messages brought by the messengers
of God (37/37, 41/43), their emphasis has always been on equitable distribution of
wealth in order to eliminate the stratifications, (except those based on amaal- deeds).

Poverty is a disadvantage and absence of resources to fulfil the essential
requirements of life. On individual basis the requirements of mankind as a whole
cannot be fulfilled. They can only be fulfilled by the State and in essence that is its
‘obligation’. It has to establish the system of justice such as the fair proportion of tax
imposition, its collection, its management, administration and legislation for this



2001 [y 53 e

In our hadith collection we also have a portion that is concerned with the
character traits of the Messenger. The character of His Holiness Messenger
Muhammad™" is a paragon of humanity. Unfortunately, we also have some., among
our Ahadith, that blemish and stain his character. For this purpose it is advised, the
biography of His Holiness Messenger Muhammad®2V" ought to be rewritten in the
light of the Quran, concentrating on his character alone. Only those essentials be
borrowed from the Hadith books that correspond with the teachings of the Quran.
Those traditions that do not tally with the Holy Quran or those that fantasize the

 Messenger’s character must be discarded.

This is the correct scenario of Hadith. Unless and until we are not prepared to
give our treasure of Hadith its proper place, we shall not be able to find our way out
of this imbroglio or solve the enigmas in which the Muslim ummah is surrounded and
going hay-wire for the past several centuries. We also hope that you will give your
serious thoughts to these matters of Hadith with a cool mind Then only shall we
abate this ancient chronic aberration. ;

(To be continued)
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MATRIMONIAL

A highly successful Quranised business executive, MBA, 32;
ambitious, aggressive, is now looking for a life partner. The girl
should be doctor (MBBS/BDS) around 28 years old. She should be
equally ambitious and aggressive. She would get a superb
environment and ultimate encouragement for higher studies (e.g;
Part 1&2) and for personal and professional growth. This is a
unique opportunity to love, to live, to laugh, to learn and to leave
| others behind. The parents, in first phase, should send only the
particulars of the girl stating her strengths, her educational
B details, personal vision and values and a latest colour photograph
| (if possible). The family details would be requested later. Rest
assured that all correspondence would remain highly confidential. (g
No caste, no province, no linguistic barriers. Please contact:
C/o Editor Tolu-e-Islam or Email: RAJL_e_rasheed@hotmail.com
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“The real character that shines of the Messenger and his disciples, which we
must follow, is thal they controlled the physical laws by Islamic laws and
thereby fulfilled their sacred duty. They imbued a fresh spirit in the culture of
their times. Thus, the real followers of the Messenger and his disciples are
those who try to enslave the resources of the discoveries caused by physical
Jlaws and cultural evolution and bring thent under Islamic culture, as wds
done by the pioneers of Islam.” (Nishan e Rah page 33)

Maulana Ameen A. Islahi is of the opinion, that not only Quran, the Hadith
also mostly contains principles, and their corollaries are left upto the Muslim Ummah
to decide for themselves. He says:

“In the Quran and Hadith we find only the basics. Both the books have
avoided the details and explanations. To replenish this void, they leave it for
the Ummah, according to their standards to make Islamic laws, for their
collective and political matters.” (Tarjuman ul Quran, April 1954)

We also mentioned. wherever the Quran speaks °to follow Allah and
Messenger’ it means a system which has been established to implement God’s laws.
Let us see what Maulana Maudoodi has to say about this. In sura, Al-Ma’aida’s ayat
33 it is said: :

And those of you who fight against' Allah and His Messenger are given the
punishment Of ccce oo oo .

Endorsing the above ayar Maulana Maudoodi writes in Taftheemul Quran:

“To fight against Allah and His Messenger means waging war against the
leading system which the Islamic government has established.” (Tafheemul
Quran, vol. I, page 465)

Thus ‘to follow Allah and Messenger™ does not mean to follow the ‘Quran and
the Hadith® according to our own personal standards. It is abiding by the laws of God
imposed by the central authority. It is the duty of the central authority to carry out and
implement these laws of God. This is the actual meaning of “to follow Allah and the
Messenger.” Insubordination to these laws is not only immanent, the person is
practically involved in a crime of treason. Without this central authority “to follow
Allah and Messenger” means worshipping individually. in which a coterie or a single
person enacts according to his/her own standards. After the establishment of an
Islamic system. to follow “Allah and the Messenger’ have an altogether different
meanings i.e.. to abide by the decisions of the central authority. This is the purpose of
Deen and by means of this we gain solidarity. ¢
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whole then, the attitude of Abu Hanifa towards the iraditions of a purely legal
Import is to my mind perfectly sound; and if modern Libe: alism considers it
safer not to make any indiscriminate use of them as a source of law, it will be
only following one of the greatest exponents of Mohammadan Law in Sunni
Islam.” (Pages 171-173)

Of the changing environment during the days of the Messenger. Maulana Maudoodi
says:

"It is an undeniable fact that the Lawmaker afier administering the highest
degree of wisdom and the finest knowledge, has suggested those principal
laws that are applicable and fulfill the needs of all times and all conditions.
Inspite of all this, majority of sub-clauses in the details of principal laws need
amendments  because of the changing environment. The conditions that
prevailed during the times of the Messenger in Arabia. cannot necessarily
prevail in the rest of the world and through different ages. It would be
traditional or conventional to give a permanent status to those sub-clauses of
Islamic laws that fulfilled the requirements of those times and that has nothing
10 do with Islamic spirit... ... It is known u person must. in every matter keep a
keen eye on the aims and objectives of the Lawmaker. so that the changes in
the details may correspond with the buasic principles.” (Tuftheemaat, vol I1
page 327) 4k
At another place he speaks on the same issue that:

“When we speak of gaining similarity with Medina, we do not by any means
want to be similar in the ourward appearance. We do not want 1o regress,
Jfrom where the world siands today, into those times of thirteen centuries
before. This is a completely wrong notion of following the Messenger’ -
principle, but mostly the religious community lakes the same meaning.
According to them, to follow in the Jootsteps of the Jorefathers of disciples

means 0 keep a fossilized version of their culture till the end of times,

whatever is happening outside our culture and the changes that are taking
place must not be cared for. To construct a wall around our ovwn lives,

whereby the movement of time and changing of the times are not allowed to

enter. This concept of survival that has been instilled in the minds by religious

Muslims belongs to a decadent age and negates the spirit of Islam. Islam does

not teach-us to become an exhibit of ouwr ancestral past and make a drama of
our lives, of the past. It does not teach us a monastic way of living. Islam does

not want to produce a nation that tries to impede the progressive stages of
live. On the contrary, it wants to produce a nation that cedses the progressive

process from taking wrong directions and wants to guide in the correct

direction. It does not give us a heart, it gives us the spirit. It desires. that the

hearts produced from the changing environment, must be filled till doomsday
with this spirit.
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tend to immobilize what is essentially mobile in its nature. The failure of
Europe in political and social science illustrates the former principle, the
" immobility of Islam during the last 500 years illustrates the latter. What then
is the principle of movement in the structure of Islam? This is known as
Jjtehad’.” (Page 147) -

Concerning his views on Hadith he says in the same book:

“For our present purpose, however, we must distinguish traditions of a purely
legal import from those which are of a non-legal character. With regard te the
former, there arises a very imnortant question as to how far they embody the
pre-Islamic usages of Arabia which were in some cases left intact, and in
others modified by the Prophet. It is difficult to make this discovery, for our
early writers do not always refer to pre-Islamic usages. Nor is it possible to
discover that the usages, left intact by express or tacit approval of the
Prophet, were intended 1o be universal in their application. Shah Wali Ullah
_has a very illuminating discussion on the point. I reproduce here the
substance of his view. The Prophet method of teaching, according to Shah
Wali Ullah is that, generally speaking, the law revealed by a Prophet takes
special notice of the habits, ways and peculiarities of the people to whom he is
specifically sent. The Prophet who aims at all-embracing principles, however,
can neither reveal different principles for different peoples, nor leaves them to
work out their own rules of conduct. His method is (o train one particular
people, and to use them as a nucleus for the building up ‘of a universal
Shari ‘at. In doing so he accentuates the principles underlying the social life of
all mankind, and applies them 16 concrete cases in the light of the specific
habits of the people immediately before him. The Shari'at values (Ahkam)
resulting from this application (e.g. rules relating to penalties for crimes) are
in a sense specific to that people; and since their observance is not an end in
itself they cannot be strictly enforced in the case of future generations. It was
perhaps in view of this that Abu Hanifa, who had a keen insight into the
universal character of Islam, made practically no use of these traditions. The
fact that he introduced the principles of ‘Istihsan’ i.e., Jjuristic preference,
which necessitates a careful study of actual conditions in legal thinking,
throws further light on the motives which determined his attitude towards this
source of Mohammadan Law. It is said that Abu Hanifa made no use of
traditions because there were no regular collections in his day. In the first
place, it is not true lo say that there were no collections in his day, as the
collections of Abdul Malik and Zuhri were made not less than thirty years
before the death of Abu Hanifa. But even if we suppose that these collections
never reached him, or that they did not contain traditions of a legal import,
Abu Hanifa like Malik and Ahmad Ibn ¢ Hambal after him, could have easily
made his own collection if he had deemed such a thing necessary. On the
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towards the Ahadith. In all this time, that is the main reason why the ahadith have
remained the centre of Islamic learnings. When the exhausted ahadith could not
fulfill the needs of the changed environment, authors and priests began to fabricate
new ones. New sects came into being, that brought their own self-made ahadirh to the
surface. When centuries passed, these idiosyncrasies acquired the form of a belief that
to follow the Messenger, one must follow the hadith and those who renounce the
ahadith are nonbelievers and heretics.

SOLUTION

This is the blatant notion that is the root cause of all problems in matters of
Deen. There is one and only one remedy to deal with this monster of a problem and
~ that would be to re-establish once again the Caliphate of God’s system. It means, that
government of the Muslims and by the Muslims must.decide that it shall be governing
by the laws and principles in the Quran. The government must impose Quran’s Laws
and also examine what Quran says about other departments of life and how can Quran
fulfill those legal needs. The government must also take advantage from the hadith
treasure that has come to us through the ages, find in them those laws that
synchronize with Quran’s teachings and fulfill our requirements also, thus making
them a part of the constitution. Ifzand when the government does not find any laws in
~_the hadith, in that case in the light of the principles of Quran, the government must
make new laws. The basic Shari’at laws of Quran shall remain permanent in the
constitution of the government. Those by-laws, whether they have already been
formulated or newly made, in the light of the principles of Quran, can be amended
- according to the changing needs. These laws shall be imposed or enacted, without any
- discrimination of any faction or sect, on all Muslims equally. This is how the state
will begin to create solidarity in the Islamic world. Over a period of time and
- gradually we should be able to emboss an environment similar to that, which existed

* during the days of his Great Holiness Messenger Muhammad®> ",

To summarize on what we have just mentioned, that the basic laws of Quran
will be perpetually permanent. The procedures to execute these laws and making of
its sub-clauses according to the changing circumstances of the times, shall remain
open to amendment. It shall be of benefit to consider, what Dr. Allama Igbal had to
'say concerning this, in his famous work entltled ‘Reconstruction of Religious
Thought in Islam.” He writes: : &

e

.. The ultimate spiritual basis of all life, as conceived by Islam, is
eternal and reveals itself in variety and change. A society based on such a
conception of Reality must reconcile, in its life, the categories of permanence
and change. It must possess eternal principles to regulate its collective life;
for the eternal gives us a foothold in the world of perpetual change. Bur
eternal principles when they are understood to exclude all possibilities of
change which, according to the Quran, is one of the greatest ‘signs’ of God,
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of the Messenger). only those sub-laws were modified that were no more applicable
to the changed conditions. otherwise the remaining clauses were left intact. as they
were. If the need was felt. new clause was added to the Shari’at law. History ot those
times does reveal, that new clauses were added later on and those that were amended.
in the details of Messenger’s legislature.

From the above queries. we must be able to comprehend why the Quran did
not give us the details of clauses and sub-clauscs of its basic principles or Shari’at
laws. And also this should answer our question. as to why the Messenger did not give
us in concrete shape. the corollaries of the laws of Allah. that he had imposed in his
system of government. The statements and principal laws of Quran were meant to
remain permanent and absolute for all times. That is why those laws were preserved
forever. In the light of these laws, whatever clauses were approved by the assembly of
those times were not preserved. as it was not necessary. The disciples of the
Messenger were very much conscious of this too. that is why they also did not feel
the need to preserve the hadith. On the contrary. they strictly prohibited anyone from
doing so also. If the ahadith had been preserved. it is quite possible that 1n later ages
these ahadith. like the Quran would have been thought permanent and unchangeable.

As long as God’s system of Caliphate survived. this reality prevailed and
shone through. The “following of Allah and the Messenger’ was very much existing
without the hadith. Unfortunately. after sometime this system could not continue as
Caliphate changed into monarchy. The infrastructure of Deen disintegrated. the dual
standards of church and state entered in its system. The dictators took the political
affairs in their own hands. while the religious matters (belief. worship or marriage
and divorce type of personal laws) were given to the priestcrafts. The concept “to
follow Allah ani the Messenger’ also changed with the passage of time. As the
government did 1ot deem it necessary to analyze or examine the laws of Allah. so the

- public didnot fecl the need to follow any human or group of human beings. (Perhaps

Allah gave us this law of being subservient only to Him, hecause it is the natural need
of a human being to feel free. Or, as the times have proved that no human is cupable

-

-

The same question was put in- those days. as to how can “the following of

* ‘Allah and the Messenger’ be instantiated. There was no way out. but to assume that to
. follow the Quran means following Allah and by obeying the statements of the
- Messenger we would be following Him. And so the need for hadith was created.

Since those days we have yet to see another Caliphate of God's system. Because of it
we are unable to understand the real meanings and procedures of ‘following Alluh
and the Messenger'. Since Quran possessed only a few basic Shari'at laws and life
matteis demanded more elaboration. these elaborate details were supposed to be
provided by that Caliphate. Since we are devoid of it now, the eyes keep looking
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terminology, ‘to follow Allah and Messenger’ does not mean to follow ones wishful
thinking of our own make-belief world. It meant to follow the system that the
Messenger had established. God’s commands were present in the Quran. the
Messenger with powers bestowed upon him by Allah. according to the needs and
ethos of that culture, made the public abide by those laws.

DETAILS OF PRINCIPLES

: The second emphatic reality that we observe is that Quran is in possession of’

some laws. In most matters we find that it provides us with only the basic Shari‘at
laws (A#kam). The duty of that Islamic Republic was to legislate the clauses and sub-
clauses of Quran’s basic Shari’at laws or principles, according to the social. cultural
and geo-political conditions of the times, by democratic means (in consultation with
other Muslims). It is precisely because of this. the Messenger was commanded to
consult his disciples and followers. That is how the Messenger was able to legislate
the clauses of the basic Shari’at laws or principles given in the Quran. For example.
the command of Zakat is given numerous times in the Quran, Inspite of it. we cannot
find a single instance, where the amount has been fixed or any detail of Zakat
command frozen by any given amount. It means, Zakat was a basic Shari’at law. to
provide growth to the Islamic System and consequently to the civilians to nurture
_ their personalities. What will be the infrastructure, how much will be the amount of
Zakat collected from each capable person, or what is going to be the mode of
expenditure of this revenue, all these details were supposed to be formulated by the
Islamic Republic. When the Messenger promulgated the Zakat ordinance. he must
have fixed two and a half percent for its amount. It is quite possible in those days, that
with this small amount the government was able to cater to its needs. Now from this.
we must refrain from jumping to the conclusion that we have fulfilled our
responslblllty of Quran’s command ‘to follow Allah and the Messenger.” That by
giving Zakat we served Allah and by giving two and a half percent we fulfilled our
duty and followed the Messenger’s command. The Quran’s command “to follow
Allah and His Messenger’ was fulfilled in those days, by giving two and a half
percent of Zakat to that Islamic system.

THE GROWTH OF THE SYSTEM

The Islamic republic was not established to cease. as soon as the Messenwm
departed from this world — It was established to remain till the end of times. However
this system. after the demise of the Messenger. continued in the shape of Caliphate.
Now to ‘follow Allah and the Messenger’ meant to follow the commands of Allah
through the system. whose top official was the Caliph of Messenger. In those days the
same measures were taken. to implement and impose the Shari‘at laws of God as in
the days of the Messenger. As these laws or commands were permanent and
unchangeable. no human had the right to make any amendments or modify these
laws. As far as the sub-clauses were concerned (that were legislated during the days
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III. It is therefore indispensible to believe the words or deeds of Messenger
written in Hadith books as true and authentic, inspite of the facts that state the
contrary. It is insisted that without hadith it would not be possible to fulfill the -
duty. of following the Messenger. It is thus compulsory to believe in ahadith.
The kink of this argument is very glaring.

Allow me to tackle the real question. Actually the root of all problems is
hadith; rather we must say, in the spirit of Islam. the Quran’s command ‘to follow
Allah and the Messenger,” has been completely misunderstood. The common
meanings that are extracted or the interpretations are usually put forth, that we are
supposed to *follow Allah and His Messenger’ separately. Also that Allah is followed
from the Quran, while the Messenger can be chased by means of the ahadith. (Then
the way for us becomes clear to the Heavens! Easy isn't it?) From the start we have (o
say, the basic understanding we have, to ‘follow Allah and Messenger’ separ ately. is
incorrect. The intrinsic point of departure of Quran’s system is, that we must only
serve God. Worshipping or following any other Entity or Being is totally out of
question.

If on the other hand, Hadith was the only source by which we could follow the
Messenger, then it was the emergent and primary need of Islam, just like the Quran,
to preserve the ‘Hadith with God’s warranty, so that each one of us would have been
able to follow the life of Messenger in all certainty. The *following of God” does not

% by any way mean, that we may follow our own wishful thinKing of God To follow

God means to follow His law revealed- in the Book. The preservation of which HE
took upon His Cwnself. By virtue of this, the Messenger became capable of
delivering it in concrete book form to the whole of Muslim ummah.

In the same’vein, ‘o follow-the Messenger’ will not mean that a person or
group makes hi: own cliches of Messenger’s teachings and starts to follow them. Itis
absolutely necessary, that in order to follow, we must have an objective standard. By
this we can conclude, God did not put any seal of His authority nor did the Messenger
~ deliver it to his disciples in any concrete form with his approval; that it was neither in
God’s programme nor the aim of the Messenger, to preserve the hadith.

We again come to the same question, that if Hadith is not the source, then
what else are we suppose to believe to follow the Messenger’s life?

ISLAM IS A COLLECTIVE SYSTEM

The reality is that Islam is not (as is commonly believed) a religion, in which
each one of us can worship the God of our own wishful concepts. Islam is a collective
system for life, in which we are collectively subservient to the Law of Quran. Islamic
republic or system...... is responsible for legislating and imposing God’s Laws and
having them 1mp1emented in the natlon The first Islamic natlon was estabhshed by




2001 )y 61 AL #

When the clergy demanded to include in the Pakistan constitution a clause,
whereby no law shall be passed that is against the ‘Book and Sunnah.’, we wrote, it
will not be possible according to this condition, for all the diverse factions, to
unanimously declare any amendment in its constitution to be Islamic. For this
statement of ours the réason we provided was, that ‘Quran’ no doubt is the highest
common factor among the various Islamic sects (in this we did not argue on Shiite
idiosyncrasy), but each one of them has its own ‘Sunnah.’ For saying this our Tolu-e-
Islam organization was put in the melting pot and there was a pandemonium. It was
decreed that we were non-believers of Hadith. disbelievers in his Great Holiness
Messenger MuharnmadPBUH, that we were agnostics and heretics ctey ete. Fhis -
propaganda against us was prolonged for a period of twenty years. On the other hand,
the consequences remained the same. None of those hooters were able to pass any
law, that could unanimously be agreed upon by these various sects. It was not
possible then and neither has it become p0551ble now. Finally Maulana Maudoodi had

no choice left but to say:

“There is no such element in the ‘Kitab aur Sunwah’ (the Book and the
Sunnah) that can resolve the legal issues of Hannafis, Shiites and Ahl e
Hadith on a common basis.” (Asia, August 23, 1970)

It is hence obvious that, as long as Islam is divided in various sections, every

“section according to its own idiosyncrasies shall act upon the ‘Sunnah.” And as soon

as you shall endeavour to unite these divided sections on a single platform, the status
quo of ‘Sunnah’ (according to the present definition of it) will be transformed.

HOW SHOULD WE FOLLOW MUHAMMAD"?'H?

The above moot brings us to a phase that is the core of our arguments. That it
is the law” of Allah — and He has reiterated in his command — to follow His
Messenger. Whosoever follows the Messenger has indirectly followed Allah, and -
whosoever renounced the Messenger has reached the gates of hellfire. Again the same
question occurs, that if we do not believe in the present ahadith, how is it possible to
follow the life of the Messenger? This is the question, the most important and the
- basic one that is usually put forward; they prove it through Quran, that one ought to
believe in the words and deeds of the Messenger and that hadith is the 1nd15pens1b1e
need of Islam. We do not have the shghtest doubt that this questlon is in fact very
important, and that it does need our serious attention.

Before we attempt to answer -the question, we think it is necessary to
straighten its kink first. It is said:

L- According to the Holy Quran it is compulsory to follow the Messenger
Muhammad.
il And there are no other means apart from the Hadith books to follow the

Messenger.
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incidence is correct, though it was not performed in the capacity of a Messenger. The
Maulana questions him again, as to what pr roof does he have and how can he be a
judge as to the capacity of Muhammad™"". Maulana Maudoodi states that these
matters are not qualified by authority or reason. These are decided by an individual
who has an insight into Messenger’s habits and temperament. Maulana Ismail
answers:

“If a group of people, because of their obedient nature, decide to make one of
its elderly members a Messengeric visionary ard invest powers in him to
annul or accept any hadith. We will, Inshallah, fight to the bitter end and
defend the ‘Sunnah’ of the Messenger from such kinds of fluke attacks.”
(Jamaat ¢ Islami ka Nazariya Hadith, page 63)

What Maulana Maudoodi claims as ‘Sunnah’ of the Messenger, the ‘Ahl e
Hadith’ sect calls it fluke attacks. And who also consider it their duty to defend the
‘Sunnah’ from these type of attacks; until now we have discussed the views of
Maulana Maudoodi and Maulana Ismail. Let us see another Maulana Islahi, who also
has something to say on this issue:

“Hadith is every act, speech or deed that is referenced to the Messenger.
Sunnah on the other hand is only that proven and known manner on which the
Messenger has acted repeatedly, protected and to which he usual!} remained
duty bound.” (page 25) :

To which the late Maulana Ismail retorted and answered:

“Maulana (Islahi) has shrunk the definition of Sunnah so much that i is only
concerned with a few actions, for example as the ‘fundamentals’ in the
prayers. It must be repeated a thousand times that, ‘if a person does noi
believe the ‘Sunnah’ to have been derived from ‘Deen,’ he must not be
acknowledged as a Muslim.” The question is how are we to apply. a Sunnah
that does not go beyond a few acts or deeds, to the whole of Islam. In that
case then, Islam will have to be defined from somewhere else. Why decree on
something that does not make sense?” (page 26)

This was the definition of ‘Sunnah’ (deeds of Messenger) about which the late
Maulana Ismail said: ;

“In my opinion the ideas of Maulana Maudoodi and Maulana Islahi dre not
only against ‘Ahl e Hadith,’ in fact these ideas are against all hadith
believers. The ideas carry the potential germs of modern justification.”’ (puge
110) .

From these above controversial reviews, the united stand of ‘Book and
Sunnah’ believers, it can be infered that they have yet to search for a common

definition of *Sunnah.” What one sect considers a “Sunnah.” is thought as a dn ision of
Islam hv anather
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habit or a sunnah of the Messenger, that these actions can only be determined
by those who have thoroughly understood the temperament or spirit of
Islam....In the social and cultural issues there is a thing called ethical
principles, for which the Messenger came to introduce them in the lives of the
people. The other thing is the implementation facior of these principles that he
himself adopted in his life. The implementation was based on his own
temperament, while some were based on the traditions of the times he was
horn in and some on the ethos of the culture. None of these was meant to be
applied on all people, all nations or all human beings as a ‘Sunnah.” (page
311 page 317)

He further writes in the same chapter:

“We find a few characteristics that are bonded to the Messenger s personal
habits and social customs of those times. Those were not, according to the
hadith literature, intended for ‘Sunnah,’ nor it is argued that these principles,
of the social customs of a certain culture at a certain period in history, were
sent lo be applied to the whole of human kind for all times. If this definition of
Sunnah is kept in mind, then it becomes very clear that those acts or deeds
that do not come within the jurisprudence terminology, ought not to be forced
as a ‘Sunnah,’ as this will be dividing the Deen.” (page 314)

In short. according to the late Maulana Ismail. *Sunnah’ is all and everything

. that is contained in the ahadith, and renouncing them is considered heresy. Whereas

-where Maulana Maudoodi is concerned, the actions. words and deeds of the

Messenger performed in the capacity of a human being or as a habit. cannot be

considered viable hadirh. If anyone includes these acts also in the sphere of hadith,
then he says:

"I am in the belief. that to call these acts and deeds the ‘Sunnah’ of the
Messenger and insist on it is a conspiracy against Deen; it has had adverse
effects in the past and shall prove dangerous in future also.” (page 308)

Before this he wrote:

"To call those deeds, that he performed as a matter of habit and have them
applied on all humankind, was not the intention of Allah and his Messenger.
This is a bifurcation of Islam. ” (page 300) 5

In the light of the above excerpts. let us see a practical shape. There is an
amendment in the Pakistan constitution, wherein is stated. that there shall be no law
passed that goes against the ‘Quran and Sunnah. Now a law is legislated and
Maulana Ismail defies that law. as he considers it against the “Sunnah’ and brings
forth a hadith as his witness. Maulana Maudoodi confronts him and gives his verdict
that it is not against the “Sunnah.’ The former Maulana inquires whether the Aadith
that has been produced is zuthentic or not? Maulana Maudoodi argues that the hadith
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P STATUS O HADEEH 5
THE ACTUAL STATUS OF HADITH:
Chapter I Continued :

Translated By
Aboo B. Rana

i ****-k*****'k************-****jk*******

WHAT IS SUNNAH

Besides hadith there is another term that is prevalent by the name of ‘Sunnah.”
And this term impinges upon the finer sentiments of our being. ‘Deen’ it is said, ‘1s

~ complying with the Sunnah of the Messenger.” You all must have heard these words

buzzing everywhere. At the same time it wili_be amazing to know, that they have
more than one opinion when it comes to defining this term called ‘Sunnah.” :

Several years from now, the president of Jamiat e Ahl e Hadith, the late

~ Maulana Muhammad Ismail, published a magazine by the title, “Jamaat e Islami ka

Nazariya Hadith.” In that he had written a critique on Maulana Maudoodi’s \(ic:wh of
hadith. He explained that Maulana Maudoodi’s views on hadith are close to a non-

 believer of hadith. So in his entries of hadith non-believers, the names of religious

personalities included, besides others, were those of Sir Syed, Maulana Shibly,
Maulana Hameed uddeen Farahi, Maulana Maudoodi and Maulana Ameem Ehson
Islahi. Although he did not fire at them directly, he did say: :

“These personalities are not disbelievers of Hadith. However, from their way
of thinking, one sees a rebellious attitude towards hadith, that leaves the back
doors open for non-believers.”

MAULANA MAUDOODI

The late Maulana Ismail also mentioned that ‘Hadith’ and ‘Sunnah’
compliment each other. Meaning that hadith and Sunnah are one and the same.

~ According to his belief, the terms ‘Book and Sunnah’ (Kitab aur Sunnah) means
. ‘Quran and Hadith® (Quran aur Hadith). And Maulana Maudoodi has his own

interpretation of Sunnah. He narrates in his book ‘Risayal aur Masayal' volume 1, :
that: 4

«Synnah are those actions and deeds for which God sent his Messenger (o
teach us in order to be implemented. The deeds that he performed in the
capacity of @ human being or those acts that he performed.as a personality-in
history, are excluded from the Messenger's life. At times there have been
deeds and actions that have become so indistinouishable whether it-was d






FOUNDED IN 1938 AT THE BEHEST OF ALLAMA IQBAL® AND QUAID-E-AZAM®}

‘R.L.No.
CPL-22
VOL:54
ISSUE
04

Monthly

TOLU-E-ISLAM

~ 25-B, Gulberg 2, Lahore, PAKISTAN
Phone: 5714546, 5753666 Fax: 5866617
Email: idara@toluislam.com

Web Site: http://www.toluislam.com/

We are ISO 2001 certified!!

CUSTOMER SPECIFICATIONS ARE WELCOME!!

Amber Car aCitOFS Limited Phone: +92 42 722 5865, 722 6975
16-Link Mcleod Road, F. O. Box 468, e, site: http://ambercaps.com/

Lahore, PAKISTAN. Email: amber@ambercaps.com

Fax: +92 42 723 2807, 586 6617




