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WHY THIS EMOTIONALISM !

BY
Shamim Anwar A

[Uis historically recognised that among other characteristics. a decadent or
10 undeveloped society 18 highly emotional. At all times it lives on high emotional
nitch. for in such a state of mind no bard mental work and exercise is required.
Patience. restraint. reasoning and analvsis are qualities trom which they have
distanced themselves, Moreover. in any given society. this kind of an emotional
syndrome suits the priesthood. tor it thrives on cmotions alone. All slogans.
declare that Islam is in danger and thousands will follow him blindiy even 1 it
means falling oft the clift. Ever since. the promulgation of law of Balsphemy.
fanaticism and intolerance has pained ground as never pefore not only against
Christians and other minorities hut also among the various sects of the maont
community. The worst part of it is that the people have taken the law into their
own hands. and no proper course s followed in taking the relevant matter 1o the
court. The court alone 1s entitled to mete out justice and announce the punishment
accordingly. Since this 18 not done the atmosphere in the countr is recking with
fear and insecurity. Sometimes a ten year old bov is victumised at another a
sectarian bomb is blasted in the court premises. the place ol justice and balancing
of scales: and now in Shantinagar. ironically meaning the tand ot peace. the
people go amuck. causing blood and destruction.

[ have long believed that any act of blasphemy or any kind of attack is bad
cnough. it is an uncivilised and self-destructive behaviour. but a violent emotional
reaction to it is an indication of weakness and lack of confidence. Talking of
weakness. 1 am reminded of one of my teachers at the master level in the Punjab
University. He made a statement ithe nature of which 1 forget now) durmnyg the
course of his lecture which caused considerable but quiet emotional agitation in
the class. Eventually he made a remark to the following effect: “Remember . be
said. ~if your faith or beliefs are as weak as an earthen-ware vessel. then let it
break”. The remark had a tremendously healing effect on my mind. Passing
through a phase of scepticism and uncertainty. 1 at the time lingered between
traditionalism and what Sir Syed Ahmad Khan would have described as the “New
Light.” 1 immediately felt retaxed and contented. without any remaimng sense of
guilt. So the people of this country ar¢ only betraying their hollowness and Tack
of convictions. This is dangerous perhaps not so much for the minorities as 1L 18
for themselves. '

Moreover. it should be brought home to us that when we talk about facts
and truths. when we say for example that 2+2=4 or H,O is water. then no amount
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of blasphemy can shake it or make any difference. Even il the whole world votes
apaimst the sun. or to make it relevant to the current situation. votes against the
Quranic Truths. the Truth remains the Truth and the sun continues o shine.
Similarly. the greatness of Muhammad (PBUID or any other Nabi cannot be
marred: they are what they are.  They are too solid and wo glorious o be
demolished and overshadowed by a few words. spoken or written.  Furthermore.
what has come and gone. people or situations and cvents. thev cannot be undone.
no matter what the abuse and what the insult.

| think the most gricvous and terrible form of blasphemy is ones own \
behaviour vis a vis ones own belicts. A moment of introspection and a little \
observation of the happenings around us ot our own making. will vindicate in a
glarmg way that we are commitiing blasphemy every waking hour of our lite. The
corruption rampant in cvery walk of life: deceit and fraud. dishonesty and lies are
not solated events but a way of lite: women bashing. child labour and abuse 1s a
daily oceurrence: water, worthy of drinking is available 1o only 30%. and daily
bread is a nerve wrecking struggle bordered on near starvation: health and
education lacilities are a disaster and cleanliness is now a dream of the past. We
have become a symbol of all that is ugly and inhuman. Indeed. | am repeating
what is known to all. but | am replaying the scenario to point out that every act of
ours is a denial of what we profess o believe. This is blasphemy. Imagine! This
image ol ours is identified with the Quran and Muhammad (PBUH). an image
which has declared us globally as the second most corrupt country in the world.
and what is worse. a “lailed state.” We have made ourselves a living testimony of
a character that insults the Quran. 1t 1s not the anti-Quranic Wwritings on the walls
of the mosque or a few pages ol the Quran desecrated and thrown into the mosqgue
(that Ts. if it ever so happened). but certainly. it is our devastating behaviour n
- Shantinagar which is blasphemous.

That this should happen in Pakistan is a greater shamc. because Igbal’'s |
vision which created this country was no ordinary onc. It was a challenge to all
the existing systems and the onrush of certain concepts and institutions. A lot
could be written on that but keeping restricted to the anguish of the situation we
are.concerned about. the Quranic justification for creating a new group then and
now was that while every existing group at its best does all it can for itselt. there is
none which would take care of the human race as a whole and stay the hand of the
tyrant where ever it might be. Its objective is to protect the unprotected. The life.
property and the houses of worship of all groups are to be protected against atlacks
from oputside with their own blood. Their assigned role is that of a “Chawkidar”
so that humanity can live and sleep in peace. If this cannot be done. there 1s no
justitication for the existence of this group. because the Quranic objectives of a

-
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Muslim state cafinot be compromised. They are permanent and enshrined mn the
Quran  tor anyone, any time to take guidance from.

Once again, I am reminded of another statement made by a Christian
gentleman whose name 1 forget, but he was the son of " Christian leader., Joshu
tazaldin. This was more than two decades ago. but 1 still remember his sense of
disappoimiment and bitterness at the dircction things were ‘moving. victimised
Christians being no exception. Quoting his father he said that he. that i~ Joshiu
Fazaldin had specially decided to slay on n Muslim Pakistan rather than o1 secular
India. The reason was that Jinnah had promised protection w0 all m accordance
with the Quranic values. His understanding was that since Quranic values ure
permancnt. for all times. thev cannot be changed by a majority vole. On the
contrary. m a sccular state. such promises can be changed by counting ol votes,
S0 the efement of uncertainty is always there,

[ have put his statement in my own words. but any family member could
corroborate or explain it better if they read this. Anvway. | think there canno be i
more glowing tribute to the Quran and the promuse that Jinnah made accordingly

The previous government of Benazir Bhutio wanted 1o make sure tat 1f
“Blasphemy Law™ could be implemented in such a way that only the courts could
tackle this sensitive issue was badly thwarted by the Ulemas. who charged her
with wanting to abolish it altogether. She denied it, and the maiter ended there:
Now that Nawaz Sharif has a massive mandate. and has promised w0 protect
minoritics according to the promises made by the Qaid-e-Azam. we can hope that
something well be done about the Blasphemy Law as well. 1 the Law has 1w st
then it should be first investigated whether the punishment for 1 s death.
secondly. it must be ensurcd that the public does not take this law into its own
hands. People like Joshua Fazaldin should be honoured regarding their decision o
live in Pakistan and we should see to it that they never regret their decision.
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ALETTERTO ;I'HE PRIME MINISTER OF PAKISTAN
FROM AN INDIAN MUSLIM IN OMAN

000000000000000000000000000
25th February, 1997

Dear Prime Minister
Asselant Alaikum

At the very outset. | must sav that not only Pakistanis. but all Muslims are looking
towards vou for deliverance. especially those in the subcontinent. leaderless as
they arc.

As a keen student of Quran. | believe that the Holy Book provides solution to alj
human ills. There is no need 1o look elsewhere.  Mullaism is a creation of
Priesthood. an easy tool in the hands of materialistic West 10 propagate vested
interests and malign Islam

Today’s cconomic situation. authored and promoted by the caprtalist. West s the
system of human exploitation. based on interest (Ribah) called * Hurum’ by
Quran. [.et Zakat replace interest till we reach [siam’s truest stage where there
will be no distinction between the ruler and the ruled. Only the rule of Almighty
Allah will prevail for Amiru! Mominin 1o implement and enforee His dictates for
the welfare of the Ummah.
. by

I am an Indian from the state of Gujrat, I am deeply impressed the works of
Allamal Parwez whose understanding of Quran enlightens our Nafs, o
I wish vou all success in your endeavors to turn Pakistan into true islamic state,
strong enough to inspire mankind. Islam is a Deen for all human beings ( Ameen).

Yours in Islam
SA/XXXXXNXNXX
Ibrahim Patel

P.O.Box 474, Ruwi- 112 Sultanat-e-Oman.
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DARS-E-QURAN

(ABROAD)

(Recorded Lectures of Allama Parwez (1)

BOOKS AND MAGAZINE TOLU-E-ISLAM ARE ALSO

AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING PLACES.

CANADA

627 The West Mail

Suite 1505 Etobicoke, ONT MOC 4wy
(416) 245-5322 Oy 620-4471

DENMARK
Mr. M.Afza) Khilji,

Gammel Kongevej 47.3.th., 1610 Kobenhavn v

Kuwait
Flat Ng. 6, Floor No. 3

Taher Bu Hamad Building Oppsite Al-Othman Mosque,.

Hawally, Kuwait
NORWAY
Galgeberg, 4th fioor

Trosvik Snippen.3
1610. Fredrikstag

UNITED KINGDIM

(i) Birmir_lgham
229 Alum Rock Road
(i) . London

76 Park Road liford Esscx
Phone 081-553-189¢

(iii) Yardley
633 Church Road, Yardley, Birmingham
B33 8HA (Phone 02]—628—37]8)

(iv) Essex '
50 Ariington Road, Southend-on-Sexy
ESSEX 5§52 4UW, Phone 0702-618819

(v) Yorkshire
Cardigan Community Centre
145-49 Cardigan Road LEEDS-6
Contact M. Afza) Phone 6532-3061 40
Dars-e-Quran
Oslo (NORWAY)TY

First Syp

11AM

Last Sat
1900 Hi

Friday
9:30 AM

Ist Sun

+.PM

Sunday
12.pM

Sundany
3PM

Ist Sup
2:.3uPM

Last Sun
2pm

~ 2nd Sun
rm

Ist Sun

3Pm

Time nnder
consideration




