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By thus relegating the Quran to the Mullah, whom
Muhammad Tughlaq, who lived much before his time,
described their existence as " Unfair to the people and
fatal  to the State,” we have lost the battle by
default. The Quran was meant to be studied by physical
and social scientists and not left at the mercy of
those who congider Jjoy and laughter as haram; who have
sadistic pleasure in throwing every one, particularly
women, into hell-fire, and to whom reason and intellect
are blasphemy and Kufar, If we had followed the
intellectual path of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan , Igbal and
Parwez in approaching the Quran, today after fifty
years of passing of the “Lahore Resolution” and forty
two years after independence, we would have had
something to show to the world as an alternative to
capitalism and socialism as Igbal had dreamed. Today
we would have been strong enough to protect ~and.
emancipate humanity which include both Muslims and
Non-Muslims as. the victims of apartheid and
untouchability; victims of neo-imperialism and
‘sogialistic totalitarianism; victims of male chauvinism
i vVictims of poverty and disease; victims of illiteracy
and ignorance. On the contrary we ourselves have
become victims of all these ills and the butt of
international ridicule and a beggar’s basket. :

The grand dream of Igbal can still become true, it
is never too late. Only we need individuals, even a
few of them, whose hearts according to an Urdu proverb
do not have a chore (thief) in them:; at whom no finger
can point; who cannot be bought -and who like Muhammad
(PBUH) can present their own person, their integrity as
- a vindication of the truth they wish to test as an
-example for others. Jinnah was such a one. He was s
human being and so was Muhammad ( PBUH) and so are we.
We can do what they did. And as goes an anonymous
saying ; " The best way to make your dreams come true

is to wake up."
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Religion." Religion is the medium through which the
clergy functions, destroying rationality and arousing
peoples emotions by saying according to Quran: Do not
listen to the Nabi, he is corrupting their minds by
encouraging them to deviate from the path of their
forefathers. A very clever trick indeed. The Quran
laments: what, even if they were on the wrong path 7

The fact is Ladies and Gentlemen, the clergy can
flourish in a secular atate, but they beccme obsolete
and their existence meaningless in an Islamic State
where, as the Quran expressed several times, it is the
pecple who through democratic methods and techniques of
the times will make decisions within the Islamic
Signposts. These are the reasons behind Mullah’s
opposition to the Pakistan Movement but that is a story

by itself. :

Today = many developed societies have liberated
themselves from the clerical clutches only to fall into
the trap of the dualism of matter and spirit. I will
not go into the sickness of the mind and heart that it
leads to, that’s the field of the philosophcrs and the
psychologists, but this dualism has in political life
definitely led to realpolitik , a complete divorce of
. human values in our public life. We are all foxes and
lions, deceivers, liars, murderers all, and yet each
maligning the other most self-righteously, as
Machiavellian. Each claims to have at best an
“enlightened self-interest,” or claims a “"Principled
Stand,” oblivious of being sucked in by the quicksand
of fraud and inhumenity. The dichotomy 1s that side by
side with self righteousness, it is thrown on our faces
that idealism in politics is stupid and impossible.
The Quran on the other hand 1is at pains to
emphasisethat jidealism and human values alone behove a
human being, or else he is relegated to sub-animal
destruction and filth. Cavour the Italian Statesman
frankly admitted that "If we did for ourselves what
we do for our country, what rascals we should he."

The point I am trying to make is that an Islamic
Sogeiety and State is peither theocratic nor secular.
By immediately jdentifying theocracy with Islam, the
intellectuals  have done a colossal harm to Pakistan

and to humanity at large.
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emphasized " There are communalisms and communaliasm” .

Jinnah also  asked his people not to be nervous by the
taunt of communalism. So we see that the prospective
Indian or any other nation- a&atate had national
interests at  best; the vision of the' "Lahore
Resolution®” was not Jjust another nation- state, but a
society whose Justification = for existence was
safeguarding of human interestg. Quran appeals to human
kind, Al-Nas not to any particular group. There are

no chosen rpeople. It is the duty of an Islamic state
to protect the life, property and houses of worship, -
temples, churches and synagogues. - Ighal was

expressing this very attitude when he said in his 1930
Address. "It is my duty according to the teachings of
the Quran even to defend their places of worship if
need be " This is exactly what Quaid-e-Azam attempted
to say 1in his speech to the constituent Assembly on
August 11. Although rather hurriedly worded, he has
assured the Quranic guarantees of every ones protection
and freedom of worship. Day in and day .out, this has
been misread as  Secularism ". Those who gleefully
conclude thus have to turn a few pages to read the
Quaid’s retort in the same Assembly on August 14 to a
reference to emperor Akbar s toleration and goodwill
that this was very recent history; actually this
attitude dates back to Muhammad ( peace be upon him )
1300 years ago. In in his talk to the Australian and
American people he emphasized the working of democracy
within Islamic Principles. Its significance Lis
stupesndous. In secularism, guarantees can be changed by
a majority vote, in Islamic democracy, these guarantees
of fundamental human freedom can never be changed.

Pakistan was to be a means to that end. Long before
secularism overthrew the clergy and liberated human
intellect, the Quran symbolically picked up Haman, the
Pharaoh’s high priest as the biggest threat to
humanity. Secularism allows the clergy to function at
the personal level, the Quran loocks at it with horror
as the medium of thought-control. No wonder Igbal
lashed out at the Mullahs the way he did, and Jinncgh
described them as an W undesirable element.” After
independence he repeatedly reminded his people and the
world at large that Pakistan, as &an Islamic State,
could never be a theocracy. To day we are rightly
concerned about theoratic revivalism, and we have been
already badly bitten by it, but then Quran Itself is a
safepuard against it. It was not for nothing that
Parwez titled his book as * Islam A Challenge to



reproduce below a sunmary of it from my'article" Igbal
as a Statesman’ printed in " The Nation “ in 1986. I

- guote:

* In this cruel and unjust system, where &
few capture power and monopolise the
resources of the earth, where & few enjoy
the bounties cf nature through'exploitation
and_enslavement of the many, there should be
a group of people somewhere who could stay
the hands of the tyrannical exploliters.
Indeed there should be a group of peorle
somewhere who could assure the homeless and
" insecure, jrrespective of any conaideration
of race, colour, country or creed, that they
will be given protection. Eventually he
dreamed the Quranic dream of making the
planet earth & homeland for . the whole
humankind as one human family. It was this
dream that made him reject soclial, lingual,
and geographical barriers as. suicidal for
humanity-~ 1 unquote.

Once again it is interesting to note that M.H.Saiyid

while referring to Igbal’s 1930 Address - emphasizes
Igbal s regret that the National tdesa wabd racialising
the outlook of Muslims and thus materially counter
acting the humanizing work of Islam. . He also quotes
Igbal saying " For Islam (A Muslim state he visualized
was ) an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp that

- Arabian Imperialism was forced to give 8 Similarly
Shamloo talks of Igbal’se objective a8 establishing an
"Ideal Society" . Writing in 1944 and 1945 they knew

what they were atruggling for. Today we don’t.

Indeed, the Quranic challenge is that the test
for survival of any aociety and aystem is as to whether
it functions for itself alone or for humaenity as &
whole. gurvival is for those who live for humanity.-

“the upshot of the intellectual movement initiated by
such men ad Rousseau and Luther was the break up of
the one  into mutually i111-adjusted many, the
rrunsformation of &a human into a national
cutlook..-ve--- * Further more he Bays WwWe " sonceal our
egoliosm under the clocak of a nationalism, outwardly
Cstimulating & large hearted patriotism, but inwardly as
narrow minded as & cagste or a tribe . Hence he
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never bothered to claim and whom Muslims learned to
appreciate when he was already gone never to return,
was keeping Jiannah advised how an independent Muslim
was. thinking and should have thought." Later on he
-adds @ " Igbal was in continuous private correspondence
with the league leader and was influencing his views
which were becoming more and more confirmed in the
light of his experience and observations." In addition
to these remarks we should remain grateful to
M.H.Saiyid for recording a very important quote rom
the Quaid after the passing of Lahore Resolution. The
quotation is " Igbal is no more amongst us but had he
been alive he would have been happy to know that we
did exactly what he wanted us to do." Above ail, the
biggest proof, if proof were still needed, is the
importance the Quaid gave to the letters of Igkal
written to him during this period. In his foreword he
describes these letters as of very great historical
importance which explain his views in clear and
unambiguous terms on the political future of Muslim
India. Regarding Igbal as " the sage vhilosopher and
national poet of Islam", the Quaid emphasizes that in
the great achievement of the Muslim League Y Sir

" Muhammad Igbal played a very conspicuocus part, though
at the time not revealed to the public, in bringing
about this consummation”.

My grouse against historians of the Pakistan
Movement is that they have not given attention to
these very weighty pointers and sign posts. M.H.Saiyid
has 1left them behind perhaps as the most original

_source, seen by and printed during the Quaid’s 1life
time in 1945. The only exception who, during the
freedom Movement and after freedom, continued this
intellectual pursuit was G.A. Parwez. Had it not been
for his literature this paper would never have beén
written and the truth would have eluded me . Now, the
point is, what was it that Igbal wanted 2 What he
wanted is spread out copiously in his poetic works and
“lectures and statements; but the whole thing is
beautifully expressed and summsarized in his 1930
address at Allahabad. Politically, this address is
enough to immortalize him. Although passing remarks
have been made by some historians, no comprehensive
attempt has been made to project this great
contribution to human thought and systems. So inspite
of Ayesha Jalal’s repeated insistence that Pakistan in
the " Lahore Resolution " was never defined, I



nt of British Imperialism. The age old Anglo-
alliance is of course ignored. Stanley Walport
“ Jinnah of Pakistan” has woven a thread of
nah’s “egoism” into it. He contends that since he
gould not be the supreue jeader on an All-India basis
with a big Hindu majority, he launched a separate
movement as the leader of the Muslims, only to satisfy
his ego. Although a big ballyhoo was raised against
Wzlport s -passing reference to the fact of Jinnah
sipping a little wine now and then, the pious ones have
not taken any note of this serious misreading of the
situation. - As far Ayesha Jalal, in her  Sole
Spokesman' . she has crosged all limits. She concludes
that Jinnah really did not want partition and he
stood for the" Grouping System “ in the .Cabinet Mission
Plan as the only " way to prevent partition.” Jinnah’ s
statement that * Grouping System " was a stepping stone
towards Pakistan, of course has not been deemed
relevant to be quoted in her text tAccording to Ayesha
Jalal the strategy of Jinnah was to bring about “ an
eventual union of India on the basis of Pakistan and
Hindustan.” In other words Pakistan’s existence today
is in spite of Jinnah’s ultimate intentions to the
contrary. This places us all in & ludicrous situation
indeed. No wonder the Indians gleefully quote this
book but no Pakistani critic has publicly taken note of
this denigrating attack on the Quaid and our very
existence. On the contrary recently in the gathering
of intellectuals of Lahore it was claimed that the book
has been well received, and no body ralsed an eyebrow.

As I said earlier all thie cornfusion arises
because Igbal’s and Jinnah's coming together in
thought and deed after 1930 has not been researched
enough. It is noteworthy that one biographer Matlub-
ul-Hassan -Saiyid, private secretary to Quaid-e—-Azam,

whose book *  Muhammad Ali Jinnah ( a political
study)” -published in 1945 and seen by the Quaid has
given, very naturally and obviocusly, an adequate

reference for  future research to the togetherness of
Jinnah and Igbal. During the mid-thirties when Quaid-
e-Azam was trying to organize the launching of the
Pakistan Movement on a mass scale he was pained to note
+hat Muslims were either the camp followers of the
Congress or the bootlickers of the British. " But in
+the midst of all this darkness” says M.H.Saiyid" there
shone a flickering ‘light in Lahore; he was the only
consolation of Jinnah. A great philosorher, whorm India



YDl

_.:H‘IVJ{‘ o
international reputation of an . ideologically

schizophrenic society.

To begin with, even Pakistani historians,
politicul commentators and biographers do not sece
beyond Hindu mentality and Hindu prejudices as the
cause of partition.. I wonder if we realise that this
thesias has at least two far-reaching implications.
Firstly, to try to build something on the foundations
of fear and insecurity is bound to be negative and
hence a weak structure. Secondly, supposing for the
sake to argument it 1is presumed that Hindus were
generous or are ready to change their attitude today
and give us absolute pguarantees of security, would
there have been no Partition, or would we give up
Pakistan today 7 It may be of historical intercst to
note here that there were about a dozen different
schemes of partitioning India prior to what Igbal said
in his 1930 Address. Excepting for some close students
of history, this fact is generally unknown. The reason
for this is that these schemes were the result of fear
and insecurity. Igbal stands out and gains immortality
becsuse his plan was rositive, healthy and for
humanity at large. Though no Indian Hindu can be
really proud of the track record of narrow and
bellicose attitude before or after independence towards
minorities or immediate neighboring countries, the fact
remains that Jinnah’s own statement is on record that
the Muslim League was never an anti-Hindu "organization
and neither was Pakistan ‘the result of Hindu
prejudice. Commenting on Igbal’s  speeches and
statements Shamloo writes in his preface that the
demand for a separate Muslim State was " not a5 an
escape from Hindu domination...."  Shamloo’s comment
is particularly significant because it was written in
1944 when the Pakistan Movement was in full swing and
he knew what he was talking about. After independence,
G A Parwez is the only intellectual who has dealt
exhaustively with the thesis . In a nutshell hig stand
is that the Pakistan Movement was not basically anti-
Hindu or anti- British or anti-Anybody, rather it was a
cruclial Islam vs Islam struggle. ( More will be said
about it later).

My concern is that the above mentioned negative
- base publicised by us has already cast aspersions on
the personality and motives of the Quaid-e-Azam. The
Indians and some amongst us aas well stigmatize him as
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Conference...... » The Mussalmans were like dwellers in

No Man’s land.... I felt disappointed and so depressed
that I decided to settle down in London. Not that I
- did not love India but I felt so utterly helplesa.” At
this stage a very brief resume” of Jinnah’s pre -1930
period would be in order. His objectives till then
were very clear”to him. He was a staunch believer in
Indian Nationalism and the establishment of an Indian
Nation-State, a geographical and racio-lingual entity,
a concept that was at its height all over the world at
the time and still is especially in the Third World.
However Jinnah was alsc convinced that no nationalism
can work any . where unless the minorjties, ( in this
case, the Muslims, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians and
Untouchables) felt absolutely secure vis-a-vis the
majority of Hindu population in the new dispensation.
Thus he was not merely the champion of his own
community but every deprived and insecure individual.
By 1930 he failed to achieve this, hence his acute
disappointment . Now, who and what pulled Jinnah out
of his disappointment, depression and helplessness and
lured him back to India in 1934 ? It is obvious that
unless he had found an alternate objective, some
solution to the Indian tangle, or some vision to beckon
him into the future he would not have returned. 1
repéat that he would not have .returned even though he
would have continued to suffer for India, rining away
in self-imposed exile in. London. Aziz Beg and others
have mentioned Liaquat Ali Y¥han, Sir MHuhammad Yamin
Khan, Begum Shah Nawaz and Abdul Matin Chaudhery, all
of whom pleaded with Jinnah to return. Surely this
was 5o, this is factual. But strangely enough Allama
Iybal’s neame is bypassed. I take this bypass wvery
seriously because my contention is that Igbal alone
gave Jinnah an alternative, a new vieion, converting
him from & narrow Indian nationalist into a Quranic
Universalist over a period of at least four years. I
am convinced this conversion and this alone filled him
with hope again, returning to India with renewed
enthusiasm and alacrity. Thus the year 1930 - 1935 is
a sort of watershed between his first phase 1906 - 1930
and the second phase from 1935 to 1948. It is because
we intermingle these two phases and because this
watershed period is inadvertently or otherwise not
comprchensively explained and the deeply significant
duc o0f Jinnsh and Igbal not recognized that an
unfortunate confusion hao arisen, giving u3g. an
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The significance cof the * Lahore Resolution” lies
in the confidence of the All-India Muslim League, under
the guidance of the Quaid-e-Azam, to be able to
articulate its goal and rally Muslim India under one
flag and on one platform. After this it was able to,
with greater confidence, throw a challenge to the
British and the various forces within India, Hindu and
non-Hindu, that the Muslim league alone was the B8ole
representative of Muslim India. This claim along with
the “Lahore Resolution” was no ordinary political
atrategy; it embodied within itself great portends in
the times to come for humanity at large. Today this
vision is totally out of focus and out of =sight, and -
seen in the context of near collapse of communist
economy and structure, and faced with the inhuman
impact inherent in the capitalist economy &8 the only
alternative available to socialism, the failure of
Pakistan to objectify all that the “Lahore Resoclution”
embodied individually and collectively into our soclio-
economic =set up., is a c<lossal human tragedy . 1
shiver at the Nature’s backlash in failing in our
responsibilities.

My main concern today is as to what the “Lahore
Resolution” has come to mean to different people, and
according to my understanding ( and I stand corrected
for none is infallible ) where and why we have gone
amiss.

As a satudent of history 1 have stood surprised
before historians of the Pakistan Movement and
biographers of the Quaid-e-Azam at & very serious
lacuna in their writings. Whether they are trained
historisns such as I.H Qureshi and Abdul Hamid or
political narrators and spectators like Jamil-ud- Din
Ahmed, or even participants like Chaudhery Khalig-uz-
Zaman, they all have missed the point.Three: of the
latest biographers, Stanley Walport, Aziz. Beg and
Ayesha Jalal, and even an earlier one, G. Allana are no
where near the rationale behind the Pakistan Movement.
The lacuna in their research is the most vital period
of Jinnah’s political 1ife - the years between 1830
and 1935. In Jinnah’s own words : “ 1 preceived the
shock of my 1life at the meetings of the Round Table



