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To collecting material for this work I have been fortunate to have benefited fram

the writings of my illustriaus teacher Allama Parwez who has a rare insight ite the Quran

. and has prescoted the Quranic teachings in their pristine form, 1 was born and bred in

a Quranic atmasphere. But my whole-hearted personal Taterest in the Quran started

after my assaciation with Allama Parwez, some Iwenty vears ago znd that intersst hose
made the latter part of my life worth living.
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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Educationist

issuc of "Tahzibul-Akhlag” Sycd Ahmad says that he tried to awaken his people
from their slumber and remarks sadly "If we have not been able to gencrate
national feeling, national pride and self-honour among our people, we have at
least brought these words into the Urdu language."14 It is true that although one
could not sec any spectacular changes, a quict revolulion in the minds - of the
people had been set in motion. They had been made somewhat receptive 1o new
cducational policies and familiar 1o the immense possiblitics of the human mind.
Hadi Hussain says: "It had induced the thinking minds among the Muslims 0
consider how far the fundamental attitude of the Muslims towards the new world
in which they found themselves was correet.”!5 But it must be pointed out that
these thinking minds were restricted to a limited circle of Mustims. Hali, the
fricnd and biographer of Syed Ahmed, emphasises that the illiterate, who formed
the big majority of the Muslim population, remained totally outside the influence
of "Tahzibul-Akhalg". They did not cven know "wherefrom the name Tahzibul-
Akhlaq was derived." As for the upper class or the nobility, they were {00 smug
with their existence. Hali says it was "as hard to show them that the Muslims
were going backwards as it is to warn water-fowl of a tempest.” Henee Syed
Ahmed’s movement was cssentially a middle-class movement, and about them
Hali says that "thcy were neither ignorant, nor yet skilled in all sciences.”16
Perhaps to begin with even this was no mean achicvement. Changing of mental
altitudes is not a story of a day but centuries in any given space or time.

- continued =

14 Mugalate Sir Syed - Volume 10 page 61.
15 Hadi Hussain - "Syed Ahmed Khan" page 88.
16 Altaf Hussain Hali - "Hayate-Javaid" page 221.
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medieval Istamic notions of other-worldliness, and it was certainly not easy. In
this connection an autobiographicat allegory titled "The Story of the Foolish
Religious Man and the Wisc Worldly Man" is noteworthy. His ultimate
educational objectives and his clash with the Ulemas and Sufis is very well
clarified. Hence this allegory has been reproduced in Appendix I. He did not
believe that wallowing in poverty was religious piety and he attacked it in strong
words. Another obstacle in his way were the unwritten customs and usages.
Customs die hard, all the more so if they manage to get religious sanctions, so he
spared none in “Tahzibul-Akhlaq". He said "To practise cusioms, even if they
happen to be good, without thinking and understanding, do not allow the
development and blossoming of (hose qualities that God has bestowed upon ¢ach
man as a uniquc individual ... To be fettered by customs is everywhere an
obstacle to human progress as it has such control over human faculties that
through it one continuously fails to aim at something that would be of more use,
and it is the first causc of the downfall of mankind."11

As deadly as customs is prejudice. It can never allow man to sce things in
Proper perspective. In an article on "Prejudice” he wamed: "This is such a scrious
fault that it ruins all the good gualitics of man ..., It happens many times that
someone considers a certain deed to be very important and beneficial, but merel y
on account of prejudice he does not perform it, and knowingly he rcmains
entangled in cvil and kecps himself from what is good .... Art and scicnces are
such important things that through them cverything must reach a very high point
of accomplishment, but prejudice obstructs the devclopment of anything by
means of art and scicnces,"12

Thus Syed Ahmed educated the Muslims of India towards a healthy,
positive and optimistic view of life. He attacked cverything that obstructed
development no matter how sacred it might be 10 them. Somctimes he used really
strong language to shock them out of their apathy and sullencss. This first
crusading phase of "Tahzibul-Akhlaq" lasted till 1876 when Syed Ahmad got
busy in the establishment of Aligarh School and Colicge, and terminated its
publication, 13

How far was he successful in his mission? In a powerful article in the last

11 Muqalate Sir Syed - Volume 5 pages 21-25.

12 Ibid pages 347-348. - :

13 Tahzibul-Akhlaq was twice revived, from 1879 to 1881 and from 1894 10 1897. But the first
phase was the most important, the most productive, effective and vital. The later phases
lacked the sting, partly because Syed Ahmed was very much involved in College activities
and panily because the people were now aware of his basic attitudes.
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a Muslim Renaissance. Syed Ahmed was thus plunging his people into a new
venture in living, from the medieval into the modem world, and there was hardly
an aspect of life that he did not touch. As such, Renaissance is a befitting wortd 1o
use.6

The most touchy of all the aspects was the rcligious susceptibilities in its
medieval traditional folds. He, therefore, attempted to clarify his position in the
very first editorial already parily quoted above. "It is true," he said, "that a
peoples’ religion has much to do with its being civilised. There are undoubtedly
some rcligions which are subversive of civilisation. We have 1o scc if Islam is
one of them."? Then he goes on to explain that Islam is conducive to civilisation,
and that all its ugly and retrogressive features had extrancous sources other than
the Quran. He condemned the Ulemas as a class for upholding that ugliness and
retrogression and chided them for turning the people away from their own
material and moral uplift. In fact throughtout his life he carricd on a relentless
battie against them and once wrote desperately: "Alas; we cannot meet God, and
the Holy Prophet is no longer in this world, otherwise I should have caught
gveryone of these people by the hand, led him to them, and cried, "O God, O
Prophet of God, please decide hetween me and these people and tell us who 18
your real friend - [, 2 humble sinner, or these religious people,.”

Syed Ahmed’s work in reconstructing Islam was stupcndous,? but that
should not deiain us. here. However, a reference to it was nccessary bccause
medicval Islam and its custodians obstructed him at every step in his educational
plans. He envicd Steele and Addison because their role was-restricted 10 morals
and manners only. "Steele and Addison," he said, "enjoycd one great facility:
their writings were confined 10 civilisation, good manners and refinement and

" had nothing to do with controveersial religious subjects. We 100 wish to avoid
religious subjects; but with us (Indian Muslims) all customs and usages are SO
interiwined with rcligion tht we cannot say a thing about culture and good
manners without getting involved in a religious discussion ...... Thus in India we
need not only a Steele or an Addison, but also a Luther."10 The fact is that Syed
Ahmed’s educational policies were incvitably linked up with-the demolition of

6 VH.H. Greene describes European Renaissance as follows: "Broadly speaking it

represented a change of outtook as a result of which men began 1 view the old material of

Yrerature and art in a mew way, thus arriving at new mental concepts in literawre, art,

religion and science.” Renaissance and Reformation - page 32.

Mugalate Sir Syed - Volume 10 pages 35-38.

Mugalate Sir Syed - Volume 5 page 85.

9 Apart from scores of articles and speeches on the subject he also wrole a commentary on the
Quran, three-fourth of which only was completed when he died.

10 Mugqalate Sir Syed - Volume 10 pages 39-50.
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- continued from March 1988 - -
CHAPTER IV

PREPARATION

We have scen that Syed Ahmed’s visit 10 England had convinced him more
than ever before of the need o impart western cducation to his peoeple.
Alongside, he had also "discovered mcans for the realisation of it."! He
discovered that even before his plans for the establishment of a coliege for
Muslims materialise, he will have 1o mentally prepare them 1o aceept such a
possibility. Hadi Hussain says "without an enlightened public opinion adequate
support for the educational inslitution could not be ensured.”2 The pall of
ignorance, prejudice and above all injured pride would have to be dissotved
before he could launch his educational policy. To achieve this he started a
periodical magazine, "Tahzibul-Akhlaq" in 1870, soon after his arrival from
England. He modclied it on "The Tatler” and "The Spectator” of Steele and
Addison. He greatty admired their civilising role in England more than a hundred
and fifiy wears ago.3 Esscntially non-political, these periodicals dealt with
"general questions of manners and morality” and in a serious but plcasant style
ridiculed the hypocrisy, corruption and the strifc among the people of England at
the time.4

Without mincing words Syed Ahmed declared his role to be a similar one - °
to civilisc the Muslims of India. The first editorial of the {irst issuc of "Tahzibul-
Akhlaq"s stated: "The purpose behind the publication of this paper is to induce
the Muslims to adopt a high degree of civilisation so that they no longer incur the
contempt of civilised peoples, but on the contrary take their place among the
respected and civilised nations of the world.” Then he defined the word
civilisation as he understood it. "Civilisation 1§ a word wilh vast mcanings
implying the improvement to a high degree of refincment of all man’s voluntary
actions, words, social dealings, ways of living, ways of spending time, sciences,
arts and crafis, so as to ensure mental happiness, bodily fitness, dignity, honour
and respect.” The aim is an all round development of man, his recawakening to an
improved way of life, which in other words, was the rcevaluation of the medieval
sct up, a new way of looking at the various faccts of life - in short, bringing about

1.M.S. Baljon - "Sycd Ahmed Khan" page 33.

Hadi Hussain - “Syed Ahmed Khan" page 83.

Mugalate Sir Sved - Volume 10 pages 39-40.

Encyciopacdia Britannica quotes "The Spectator” as follows: "(The Spectator was to) bring
philosophy out of the closels and librarics, schools and colleges, to dwell in clubs and
assemblies, at tea-tables and in coffec-houses.” Vol: I page 1535,

5 Mugalate Sir Syed - Volume 10 pages 35-38.
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