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EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY QUR’AN

(New Edition)

EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY QUR’AN (2010 Edition, published by Tolu-
e-Islam Trust, Lahore, Pakistan) strikes one as a paradox, for it is generally
accepted that the Holy Qur’an is translated and/or the exegesis thereof is
provided to aid the understanding of this last Book of Allah. This
EXPOSITION is neither a translation, nor an exegesis; it is exposition, an
English rendering of the famed Urdu presentation “Mafhoom-ul-Qur’an” by
Ghulam Ahmad Parwez (1903-1985).

A number of ‘Qur’an ardents’ undertook voluntarily this thankless task of
getting this EXPOSITION through the press - cognitively prepared &
embellished - and performed it with utmost care and efficiency. They really
deserve to be cordially thanked by name, but there is a deep feeling which
restrains from doing so. They, being lovers of Qur’an and devotees of the
noble mission of delivering its message to humanity, would not like such a
publicity, and would at once say: “(we have done this) for the Good Will of
our Nourisher, and desire no reward from you nor thanks (76:9).” Their
feeling deserves respect and should, therefore, have preference over that of
owing such a gratitude, accolade or recognition.

This EXPOSITION consists of three sections. The first section provides (i) a
rich biography of the author G. A. Parwez. (ii) the explanation of the need
for the second edition (iii) a list of the Qur’anic Surahs mentioning the
Arabic names, transliteration, English names and (iv) an Introduction spread
over 25 pages, providing a detailed commentary of the ‘how-and-why’ of the
Mafhoom-ul-Qur’an by the author himself.

The second part of EXPOSITION OF THE HOLY QUR’AN covers the main
exposition of Surah 1-114. In this edition the English text is printed opposite
the Qur’anic Arabic text on the same page in a two-column format instead of
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the usual Arabic text on top of the page with English translation underneath
(as was the case in previous editions). Wherever Qur’anic terms are retained,
English meanings have been given within parentheses for the benefit of
English-language readers.

Numerous footnotes have been inserted wherever necessary. These rich and
detailed footnotes provide Qur’anic terminology and/or data, thereby
presenting the Qur’anic teachings as a system of life, and providing a quick
and accessible means of comprehending the relevant verse or text in sync
with the overall Qur’anic message.

The third section comprises ‘A Glossary of Concepts and Terms of the Holy
Qur’an’. It is worth mentioning here that the mode of expression of the
Qur’an is neither poetry nor prose; it has its own style and rhythm. It has a
rare beauty and grandeur which is sublime. To translate such a language
into another, retaining its spirit, beauty, force, seriousness and depth, is just
not possible; a simple translation in English either gives the Biblical meaning
or negates the very spirit of the message. Moreover, concepts and terms are
used repeatedly in the Qur’an and it is impossible to give a detailed
explanatory note every time; hence the necessity of retaining these ‘words’
and the preparation of this Glossary. It has been done effectively and in
depth, and I am sure it will assist in understanding the overall message of the
last Divine Book to mankind.

One hundred and forty (140) Qur’anic terms in the glossary have explained
the basic meanings and characteristics in depth with cross-references to
other relevant verses in the light of how the Arabs of the time used that word
in various situations. Examples from daily life have also been added to
provide the readers with an insight of the basic concept of that root/word as
to what it is purported to develop. Readers are strongly counseled to go
through the Introduction of 25 pages and the glossary first and then read the
actual EXPOSITION for full comprehension.

This section also includes ‘Some Other Arabic Terms’ like Ahadith, Ansar,
Hajira, Kashf, Ulama and Personalities such as Azar, Nimrode,
Nabuchadnezzar 11 (Bakht Nasr d.562 B.C) and Zil-Qarnain and Biblical
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Proper Names has also been provided. So far as is possible, Qur’anic terms
and their English meanings have been given in a two-way column. Twenty-
two fully-referenced works have also been listed in the EXPOSITION; the
Bibliography has been appended in the most recent style of APA format.
Exposition Index, mentioning subject in one Column and Surah plus verse
number in second column (alphabetically arranged) has also been given.

This unique work facilitates the search for verse(s) of the Qur’an that deal
with the given subject. At the end of the work, the article “Islam: The First
Century” as the complete code of life ordained by the Sustainer of the
Universe has also been included. It is brief and concise, ending with the note:
“the message of Islam spread with the speed of lightning and Muslims
advanced to the Atlantic, the Caucasus, the Oxus and Indus without meeting
effective opposition. The people of these conquered lands did not embrace
Islam by force but adopted it gradually of their own free will. Today, the
influence of Islam is evident in almost every corner of the world.”

The entire EXPOSITION is an easy-to-read text, especially for the modern
English-speaking readership in the West. A sincere effort has been to develop
the Qur’anic concepts for public and academic readers alike. It will help to
remove many cobwebs of misunderstanding that commonly emanate in the
minds of non-Muslim readers who have read the available literal translation
of the Qur’an.

In short, I am wholeheartedly sanguine that this work is a unique aid for
those who wish to develop a proper understanding of Islam; it is scholarly
rendered into English with rich related material exquisitely presented.

I would recommend every student of the Qur’an that they must have copy of
it in his/her personal library.

Prof. Dr. Manzoor-ul-Haque
Visiting Faculty

University of Sindh
Hyderabad




