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Let us repeat. in a nutshell, the idiosyncrasies of lmam Abu Hanifa®
The only permanence in Deen are the canons and principles of the Quran.

2 Our Traditions have a historical value. We can get aid from them, but
these cannot have a permanent place in our Deen.

In the light of the Quran’s _principles, we must create our own
jurisprudence (figa) by spiritual endeavours. These endeavours cannot be
given a timeless value.

109

After this recapitulation, we will abate this issue by an extract from Imam Ahmad
bin Hambal®. Wherein it is written:

“Ibraheem Ho’bee said that Imam Abu Hanifa® has brought so many new
things to our knowledge, that it would have been better to only chew water.
One day, I asked from Imam Hambal® about Abu Hanifa®, he replied with an
expression of shock and said, ‘It appears as though Abu Hanifa is writing a
completely new Islam.” (Khateeb, page 41 )

Thus is someone today, says the same hadith that Imam-e-Azam spoke of in
those days and our ancestral worshippers dogmatized this individual of evolving a
new kind of religion; it shall also not be something new on this earth. This has been
going on since times immemorial. ..
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

DARS-E-QURAN (IN URDU)
BAZM TOLU-E-ISLAM MANCHESTER (U.K)
EVERY FRIDAY FROM 8PM — 9PM
AT
33 ST. GEORGES ROAD, FALLOWFIELD
MANCHESTER, M14 6SX
DARS-E-QURAN AUDIO AND VIDEO TAPES (URDU) AND

ALL THE PUBLICATIONS BY ALLAMA PARWEZ
ARE AVAILABLE IN OUR LIBRARY FOR LENDING.

PLEASE CONTACT - MR. MEHFOOZ (0161 286 5496)
OR MR. R. QURESHI:- TEL & FAX NO. (01565 830278)

MR
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also true that [ know these books better than all the people, from Abu Yousaf® I only
listened jama-e-sagheera. (Khateeb)

HANAFI JURISPRUDENCE WAS NOT PERMANENT FOR ALL TIMES:

Concerning hadith you have read the ideas of Imam-e-Azam and his
followers. After going over it, there arises another very interesting issue, and that is,
did the Imam-e-Azam ever desire to proclaim his self created jurisprudence to remain
unchangeable till the end of times? Now obviously, a thinker who does not even
believe that the Messenger’s decisions are unchangeable, how can he believe that his
own verdicts can remain permanent‘? On this issue, we are in possession of historical
evidence, that Abu Hanifa® emphatically resisted the notion of giving his spiritual
endeavours a timeless value.

Nazar Bin Muhammad-says that we often came to Imam Abu Hanifa® and
accompanying us was a person from Sryia. When that Syrian was departing for home,
he came to Abu Hanifa" for parting salutations. Abu Hamfa asked, *O Syrian! Will
you be taking this jurisprudence literature along with you.” The Syrian replied in the
affirmative. To which the Imam said, “Take care, you are taking a very big evil with
you.’ (Khateeb page 401) Mazahm bin Z’fi"® says that he himself questioned Imam
Abu Hanifa® as to what he wrote in his books and the decrees he granted, were all
- those the truth in which there was nothing left for ambiguity or suspicion? Imam Abu
Hanifa® replied. “By God! I do not know. Quite possible that all this is fake and there
is no doubt or margm left in its being fake—Imam Z’fi® says that we often visited
“Imam Abu Hanifa®. Whatever decisions he made we wrote them down. Imam Z'fr®
writes that one day Imam Abu Hanifa" told Abu Yousaf, “Damn you Yacoob! Do not
write down each and everything that you hear from me. I may form an opinion today
which may p0351bly change or be shunned tomorrow.” Abu Nacem" said that he
heard Abu Hanifa® telhng Abu Yousaf®, not to copy my verdicts on various issues.
By God! I have no idea whether I have erred or am I a victor.

Suhail bin Muzahm says that he often heard Abu Hanifa" reciting this ayaat:
O J ol pantons ol galie S

“O Messenger! Show the signs to those people. who listen and then act upon

that which appears good to them.” (Khateeb, page 352)

From the above extract of Imam Abu Hanifa®, it is descried that he did not
consider his Figa beyond error. How is it then possible for us to grant his works the
rank of supernatural revelation. And taking them to be perfect. enact those laws. till
the end of times.
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IMAM ABU YOUSAF ACCUSED IMAM HANIFA OF LYING:

Muhammad bin [shamael Bokhari has been quoted that Imam Abu Hanifa®
said, “Why are you all not shocked at Yacoob (Imam Abu Yousaf). he has accused
me to telling lies that I have never spoken.’

Abu Naeem Fazl bin W’qeen says that he himself heard Abu HanifaR telling
Abu Yousaf, ‘Damn you, you have spoken so much rubbish about me in these books
that I have never even spoken.’ (Khateeb)

Ibne abi Sha’ibeh and Ibne Mughlabi quotes Yahya bin Moeen that Abu
Yousaf* had no perception of hadith. But still we consider him trustworthy. (Khateeb,
page 259) :

Ahmed bin Hambal® says that although T first took these hadith from Abu
Yousaf®, I do not narrate these ahadith. Nevertheless, he is very honest himself, one
must not take any hadith from the followers of Abu Hanifa®.

~ Abul Hassan asked about Abu Yousaf® from Imam Dar Kut'ni, to which he
replied that Abu Yousat" is comparatively more sturdy, nonetheless, he is like a lame
person among the erippled. Imam Muhammad bin Ishmael Bokhari said that Yacoob
bin Abrahim Abu Yousaf® Qazi has been outcasted from the circle of hadithists.
(Khateeb, page 259-60)

Imam Ahmed bin Hambal® says that Yacoob Abu Yousaf® was among the
hadith admirers, as to Abu Hanifa" and Muhammad bin Al’hassan® both were against
the hadith of the Messenger. (Khateeb, page 179)

IMAM MUHAMMAD IS A LIAR:

Yahya bin Moeen was questioned about Muhammad bin Al’hassan®, to which
he replied that Muhammad bin Al’hassan is a liar. At another occasion he said that
Al’hassan was old, sometimes he said that no one takes ‘hadith from him, he is
nothing. (Khateeb, page 180) Abu Dawood held the same views about Al’hassan that
no hadith was taken from him and that he was worthless.

[mam Abul Hassan Dar K’tni said that Muhammad Ibnul Hassan® has been
called a liar by Yahya bin Moeen" and Imam Ahmad bin Hambal®. As far as he was
concerned, Abul Hassan was pardonable. (Khateeb, page 181) :

Bsh’ar bin Al Waleed quotes Abu Yousaf® of saying, ‘Just ask this liar :
Muhammad bin Al HassanR, that what he writes about me, has he ever heard those
words from me. (Khateeb, page 180)

Yahya bin Moeen said that Muhammad bin Al’hassan® was questioned in
ront of me that the books which he wrote, has he ever heard them from Abu
N ousaf'? Muhammad® swore upon God and replied in the negative. Nonetheless, it is

e
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what to speak about his opinions and views. we cannot even trust any hadith of Abu
Hanifa" Hajjaj bin Ar'taat writes, “Who was Abu HanifaR? Who listened to Abu
HanifaR? Abu Hanifa" was nothing?”

Ali bin Al'madeeni states that Abu Hanifa" was mentioned in front of Yahya |
Ibne Saeed Kt’aan, when someone was questioning him on one of Abu Hanifa’s
hadith. To that Yahya said, “Since when did Abu Hanifa® know anything on hadith?”

Muhammdd bin Hamad Mukzi writes that Yahya bin Moeen® was asked about
Abu Hanifa®, to which he replied. “How many ahadith did he have with him that you
arc asking me about him?” Abu Bakr Ibne Sha’zaan says that he was told by Abu
Bakr Ibne abi Dawood. yesterday Abu Hanifa" copied 150 ahadith, half of them were
discarded by him for errors.

IMAM ABU HANIFA WAS DISREGARDED:

Mo’el says that Abu Hanifa" was mentioned in front of Safyan Saur’ee.
Saur’ee at that time was circumambulating around Ka’aba. He began to repeat the
words, “Abu Hanifa" is neither saint nor trusted’ until he finished his round of
Ka'aba. (Khateeb, page 415)

The above quoted views must be kept in mind while examining as to who
formed these opinions and who are they talking about. Bach one of these is
considered a pillar of Aadith. This was the decision of these pillars of Islam on Abu
Hanifa® himself. Let us see what they have to.say about his two famous followers
. Imam Abu Yousaf® and Imam Muhammad® Before we read further, it must be
emphasized here, in the whole of Hanafi sect, there has not been a single book
authored by Abu Hanifa" that reached us. Whatever we know about him has been the
- courtesy of his two followers mentioned above.

IMAM YOUSAF UNDER SCRUTINY BY SCHOLAR IMAMS:

Abdul Razzaque bin Omar states that he was sitting with Abdullah Ibnul
Mubarik, when someone asked him about a problem. Abdullah granted him a decree.
The person said that he had asked from Abu Yousaf® on the same problem, but he did
‘not give any decree against you. Abdullah then said to the man, ‘If you have offered
your prayer, in the leadership of Abu Yousaf®, that you remember any, then you must
go back and say those prayers again. (Khateeb, page 257)

Abda bin Abdullah Khorasani says that someone questioned Abdullah Ibnul
Mubarik as to who was better between Abu Yousaf and Muhammad. Abdullah Ibnul
Mubarik says, ‘Do not say like this. You must rather ask as to which one of them is a
bigger liar.” So the man said, ‘Tell me?” Abdullah said, ‘Abu Yousaf!’

Abdullah bin Idrees said. ‘Abu Hanifa" was way-out and an extremely gone
case. Abu Yousaf® was a weasel and a double crosser. (Khateeb)
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Fazari said that he heard both Au’zaee and Sfyan say that nobody in Islam was more
unfortunate than Abu Hanifa®. Imam Sha’afi has used the word “the worst.” It was
enquired from Qais bin Alzabea about Abu Hanifa®. He said that Abu Hanifa® was
the most ignorant person of previous traditions and the wisest scholar of future laws.
(Khateeb, page 498)

Um’rah bin Qais has said that whoever wishes to seek truth, he must look at
Abu Hanifa® of Kufa. After that he must go against his sayings and quotes. Am’aar
bin Zr’eeq said to oppose Abu Hanifa® and you will find truth. Bsh’ra said to oppose
him and you shall see truth. By other means, we can say, blessed are those who
oppose him. (Khateeb, page 408)

IT IS A CRIME TO MENTION ABU HANIFA IN MOSQUE:

Abu Ubaid said that he was sitting with As’wd Ibne Salm in the Jamia
Mosque of Raza’th. While discussing on a topic, it slipped out of my tongue that Abu
Hanifa’s views are thus. I was at once admonished by As’wd as to why [ mentioned
Abu Hanifa® in the mosque? And for this crime he did not speak with me till his
death. (Khateeb, page 409)

Safyan quotes Hsh’aam bin Mr’wah, who got this hadith from his father. It
states, among Bani Israelites matters were very balanced, until children, servants and
maids became outrageous in number, and were now interfering in the system. These
maids were already on corrupted paths, now they were taking others also in their
sway. After this Safyan states, in Islam also public matters were very balanced. Not.
until Abu Hanifa® in Kufa, But’ee in Basra and Rabia ibne Abdur Rahman came to
Medina and changed the patterns. (Khateeb, page 394)

HANAFI FIQA IS WORK OF DJ’AALS:

Ham duya bin Mukh’ld states that Muhammad bin Mus’lma Medeeni was
asked as to why Abu Hanifa’s views have become incessant conversations in all four
corners and could not permeate into the vicinity of Medina. Muhammad bin Mus’Ima
replied, “The reason being, the Messenger told us that an angel is posted at every
crossing in Medina, who stops Dj’aal from entering into Medina. Since this literature
also is the work of Dj’aal, hence it could not permeate into Medina. (Khateeb, page
396)

IMAM ABU HANIFA®" WAS DUMB AND ORPHAN IN MATTERS OF
HADITH:

Ibne Is’haaq Trindi wrote that Abdullah Ibnul Mubarik said that Abu Hanifa"
is illiterate as far as ahadith is concerned. Sr’eej bin Younas 1s quoted of having said
that Abu Ktan writes, although we narrated hadith from Abu Hanifa®, he was dumb in
hadith. Tbne Numr said that [ found the people unanimously conceded over the fact,
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topic., the Messenger. his companions®. about thirty tabaeen”, including Saeed bin
Jabeer, Saeed bin Al'mseeb, A’taa, Ta’uus, Ak’rmah and others have agreed
unanimously that divorce is not possible before the marriage vows. Why would Abu
Hanifa® say such a thing? (Khateeb, page 411)

]

Have you observed the approach towards hadith by the biggest legislator of
Islamic jurisprudence? The laws enacted and made, or those attributed to him are
being implemented in majority of the Muslim world. And nobody calls either the
Imam-e-Azam a non-believer of hadith, or the Hanafi Muslims. Inspite of the fact, the
intensity with which Imam Abu Hanifa" denies ahadith, it will be hard to find an
example in any other non-believer of hadith.

EVEN MESSENGER WOULD HAVE CONSENDTED, IF I LIVED IN HIS
DAYS:

Imam-e-Azam has supported his views by cogent reasons. According to him,
the Messenger himself, while making laws, discussed the issues with his companions
and adopted the views he considered best. After that he says, ‘If I was living in the
" days of the Messenger, then I would also have participated in his advisory committee.
- I am confident that on numerous matters the Messenger would have taken my
. counsel.” Hence:

‘Mahmood bin Musa said that [ heard it form Yousaf bin As’baat, that Imam
Abu Hanifa® use to say, ‘If the Messenger had found me, and I had met him, on
majority of issues he would have conceded to my views. I have heard Abu Is’haaq
saying that Imam Abu Hanifa® opposed most of ahadith about the Messenger.
(Khateeb history, page 287)’

We think nothing more needs to be said on this issue. In a nutshell, it means
the central authority (chief executive of the Quranic State) in consultation with the
representatives, takes decisions based on principles in the light of Quran that are
called ‘Islamic Sha'riah.’ And these decisions conform with the changing
circumstances. It was because of this particular approach that Imam Abu Hanifa® was
later taken for a non-believer. He was crowned with slurs, slighting remarks, decrees,
gross and absurd jargon of accusals. :

PRATE OF HADITH WRITERS:

Imam Malik bin Uns said that the virus of Abu Hanifa® was no less lethal than

Satan’s’ tentacles. In his doctrines. As well as in his denials of ahadith. Abdur

- Rahman bin Mehdi said. ‘I cannot imagine, after the menace of Dj’all, any menace in
Islam, bigger than that of Abu Hanifa®...’ (Khateeb, page 396)

Suleman bin Hus’aan Hl'bee writes that Imam Au’zaee has often been heard
saying that Abu Hanifa® has, one by one, brought down every battalion of Islam.
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Bashar bin Mu’fazal says, he explained to Abu Hanifa®, the saying of the
Messenger of Allah, that Na’fay® has quoted from Ibn-e-Omar®, ‘The customer and
owner cannot breach a contract or break a deal. once they have parted from each
other.” To which Abu Hanifa" said, it was only a war song. I said that Ft'ada quotes
from Hazrat Uns" that a Jew squashed the head of a Muslim girl between two stones.
The Messenger did the same, in return to the Jew. Abu Hanifa replied that it was all
rubbish. In the same way. someone quoted in front of him, Hazrat Omar’s decision
about succession. ¥ Abu Hanifa® replied, it was Satan’s fabrication. (Abdul
Warris has quoted the same) Yahya Ibne Adam says that a hadith was quoted, in
front of Imam Abu Hanifa®, of the Messenger stating, ‘that wadhu is half faith!” Abu
Hanifa® replied, ‘In that case we must perform wadhu twice and complete our faith!’
In the same, way. Abu Hanifa" was told of the Messenger saying, ‘to say, I do not
know TELL is half knowledge.” Abu Hanifa® replied, “Then we must repeat, fsal¥
[ do not know. twice and cgmplete our knowledge.’

THE COMMANDS ARE HISTORY AND BYGONES:

Bashr Tbne As’ry states, ‘I went to Abu Aw’ana and told him that I came to |
know, you have Abu Hanifa’s book with you. Could you please get it out for me, as I
want to study it myself. Abu Aw’ana replied, ‘Son! I am glad you reminded me.” And
he proceeded towards a trunk and took out a book from it. After shreddmg 1o
pieces, he threw it away. I was shocked and said, ‘Have some mercy.” He said, ‘One
day T was sitting with Abu Hanifa® when the orderly of Sultan came to him and
inquired about the punishment of stealing a honeycomb. Abu Hanifa® without any
hesitation replied, if the price is ten dirham, then his hands must be cut off. When thé
orderly was gone, I said to Abu Hanifa®, ‘Do you not fear Allah®""? I have been told
by Yahya bin Saeed, who was told by Muhammad bin Haban, who was told by R’fay
bin Khadegj that the Messenger said, “You cannot cut off hands on stealing flora and
fauna.” You must rescue the man immediately, otherwise; the Sultan’s office will cut
off his hand. Again Abu Hanifa® replied without hesitating, ‘The decision has been
taken and done with.” And thief’s hand was cut off.

AQOIOA IS IGNORANCE:

Abu Bakr A’srm states that Abu Abdullah Ahmed bin Hambal® explained, in
front of us, many ahadith of the Messenger, sayings of his companions" and tabaeen”
on the topic of aggiga (distributing meat of sacrificed animal on the birth of a child).
With a smile and amazed look, he said, ‘But Abu Hanifa® thinks these are all acts of =
ignorant days.’

Muhammad bin Yousaf Bay’ kundl Sy that Tmam Ahmed bin Hambal®
observed someone writing about Abu Hanifa" in which he said that it is possible to
get divorced before the marriage vows are taken. Imam Ahmed pleaded, ‘Muskeen!
You think Abu Hanifa® does not live in Irag, or that he is not a man of letters. On this

1
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Imam buiyan bin Ainee’ya states that I have not seen anybody more daring in
matters of Allah®™! than Abu Hanifa®. I was quoting a hadith that Imam Abu Hanifa"
came to know. “Until the seller and the buyer do not part, that deal is breakable.”
Ui plle Jlsclla lassled - Aby Hanifa® replied, “Tell me. if both are traveling in the
same boat. If both are locked behind bars. Or if both are together on a journey. How
will they separate. or how will they be able to close their deal.”

IMAM-E-AZAM DISCARDS OVER 400 AHADITH:

Abu Saleh Farah writes that he heard Yousaf bin As’baat saying, ‘Abu
Hanifa" discarded more than 400 ahadith of the Messenger.” So I asked Yousaf, *O
Abu Muhammad®! Do you remember those ahadith?’ He replied in the affirmative. I
requested him to tell me some of those ahadith.

Yousaf bin As’baat says, the Messenger said, ‘Of the goods conquered in war,
two parts belong to the horse and one part goes to the equestrian.” Abu Hanifa® said
that he could not make one part of animal equal to one part of momin. They said that
the Messenger branded the sacrificial animals with his spear. Abu Hanifa® said,
‘Branding animals is deforming the animals. The Messenger said, ‘Once the owner
* and consumer have departed, the contract or deal cannot be broken.” Abu Hanifa’s
-views were, ‘Once the deal is closed, it cannot be broken.” When the Messenger
decided to go out of station, he would pick from a 1ottery drawing as to which one of
his wives shall accompany him. His compamons they believe, did the same. But
Abu Harufa says that lottery is gambling.

Abu Saeb says that he heard from the famous Imam of Aadith ca ied Wa’keeh,
that Abu Hanifa" had opposed two hundred ahadith. Abdul Ali bin Hamad while
quoting from his father Hamad bin Salma narrates, when Abu Hanifa" encountered
ahudith of the Messenger of Allah, he discarded them by his own opinions. Imam
Ahmad bin Hambal® has also written the same hadith of Hamad from Mu’wamal.
(Khateeb, pages 390-91)

Abu Is’haaq Fazari said that he often went to Abu Hanifa® and questioned on
matters relating to ‘Jihad.” One day he asked him about a problem. When he heard his
answer, he said the Messenger of Allah has said something else about this. To which
Abu Hanifa" replied, ‘Please excuse me from this crap.” Similarly, one day, he was
questioned again on a problem to which he gave an answer He repeated the same that
the Messenger has said somethmg different. Abu Hanifa® said, ‘Take your note and
rub it against the tale of a swine.” The actual Arabic words are=>= e sjtad
(Khateeb. page 387) Abu Hanifa® was told a hadith about a mutiny against the Sultan
of the times. Abu Hanifa® replied that it was nothing but another falry tale. Ali Ibne—
e-Asim writes that he told a hadith of the Messenger to Abu Hanifa®. Abu Hanifa®
refused to accept it. 1 insisted that it was the saying of Holy Prophet. He replied,
‘Yes! And I refuse to accept.” (Khateeb, page 387)
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Messenger, there was no speculation on these tenets. However, the primary and the
most effective endeavour was made by Imam Abu Hanifa® who is known as ‘Imam-e-
Azam’ in the Muslim wmmah. And that is how he deserves to be addressed. He
specialized in Islamic jurisprudence and excelled in it. The laws that were legislated
by Imam are still being applied today. Even now, majority of Muslims follow the
laws attributed to him. Nearly all of the Muslim scholars know the jurisprudence of
Imam-e-Azam revolves around speculation. Speculation in this context means that we
legislate laws by our own efforts, based on canons of the Holy Quran. The scholars
arc also aware of this fact that while legislating jurisprudence, Tmam-e-Azam took
very little from ahadith. This is not due to the fact that he could not procure the
ahadith. According to some he was born in hijra 61, while others have it that he was
born in Ajra 80 and the year of his demise is hifra 150. It was much easier to access
any hadith during these times, as compared to those times in which Imam Bokhari
worked on them (i.c., in hijra 256). As far as recognizing the words of the Messenger
of Allah are concerned, Muhammad bin Sum’aa says that he heard Imam Yousaf say,’
“l am inclined towards majority of ahadith. The fact is that Abu Hanifa’s vision
discerns more than mine. (History of Khateeb Baghdadi, page 340) The reason being
that he neither considered hadith as the unchangeable revelation from Allah®™" nor
beyond doubt. From beginning to the end, Imam-e-Azam built his structure of Deen
on conviction. And this convincing Deen is concealed in the Quran.

Hence, Ali Ibnul Medince quotes this parable from Abdul Razzaque saying,
“laws sitting with an elderly person when Abdullah Ibnul Mubarik came and joined
us. We heard the elderly person comment that he did not know of any other. who
knows and contemplates more. on Islamic Jurisprudence, than Abu Hanifa®. And who
else can explain more vividly the paths of emancipation of life in Islamic
Jurisprudence to the people than Abu Hanifa®. And who is more cautious than Abu
Hanifa, as not to bring any ambiguities or suspicions in the Deen of Allah®"'
(Khateeb Baghdadi, page 339) In the light of Quran, with proposals from his advisors
and his personal contemplative endeavours, he legislated the jurisprudence.
Whenever anyone objected to his decision, on the basis of the Messenger’s hadith, he
would always tell him, like Hazrat Omar® said, “The Messenger of Allah’s decision
was according to his circumstances, times have changed now, for this reason that
decision needs to be amended.” Or he followed the words of Hazrat Aisha® and
various other companions® of the Messenger who said, ‘Who knows what the
Messenger of Allah said, or how the listener comprehended? How can we, in the
presence of the Quran, make these ambiguities part of Deen?’ Since mostly he was
inclined towards the fact, that ahadith of the Messenger of Allah are neither belief.
nor are they unchangeable, this made him, on the heated discussions about ahadith,
become very intense.
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MAULANA MUNAZAR EHSON GILANI:

Late Maulana Gilani’s book ‘“adween e Hadith' has some very significant
portions, concerning hadith as history of the Messenger Muhammad ™" and his
disciples. He writes:

PUR TIPS U UL PN | D PUUHON DDA ¥ S JECUTON. P MNe R

“The most honored of alt priests, in the art of hadith, Imam ul A’ima, Hazrat
Imam Bokhari has named his book, from which if observed carefully, it can easily be
understood that what I have said is nothing new for those who are interested in this art
and having always looked at it from this angle. Imam Bokhari’s book (rahmat ullah
alay) is known today by the name of ‘Bokhari Sharif’. Actually this is not the real
name of this book, he himself has called his book as,

The words amoor {pall and aya’'am {r“ﬂs} need attention. From this it is
apparent that for Imam Bokhari the correct definition is prevalent over these amoor
(chores). that are indirectly somehow attached with the personality of the Messenger
Muhammad"™"""_ that has pervaded and influences the world, and given by Nature to
humankind. However. if we put aside our argument on terminology and applying the
proverb ‘to examine the fruit from its tree’, then after glancing over the treasure of
ahadith, even a common mind can see that its correct definition 1s only that which
Imam Bokhari has signaled in the name of his book and which I have explained.”
(Tudween e Hadith, pages 383-84)

In this he has elaborately explained that for Imam Bokhari® himself and for

Maulana Gilani®, Sahih Bokhari is a history of the Messenger' > and his times. The
same situation belongs to other hadith books.

3 2K K ok ok ok sk ok ek sk R

IMAM ABU HANIFA AND HADITH
Chapter 8

P S e T e e e

The name of Imam Abu Hanifa (rahmat ullah alay) needs no introduction in the
circles of Islamic jurisprudence, where he is looked upon with high honor and
great respect. In the opening chapter of this book, in context with Dr. Allama
M. Igbal. we mentioned about the views of Imam Hanifa® on ahadith. Tn the
following pages we shall be giving you a detailed account on this topic.

IMAM-E-AZAM OUGHT VERY LITTLE HELP FROM AHADITH:

In the light of canons of the Holy Quran, compiling the details of its tenets is
called “Islamic Jurisprudence’ (Figa). During the period of the companions of the
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been revealed for all humankind. If we cannot mmpart that sort of knowledge
to students in colleges (as in Arabic schools), how will we ever be able (6
teach non-Muslims. Now what are my obstacles in the Bokhari and why I
cannot teach a New-Muslim European his books, these details I am not
prepared to discuss openly. Those scholars who have completed the coarse or
are near completion, I shall tell them orally.” (page 285-87)

MAULANA HAMEED UD DIN FARAHI & SYED S. NADWI:

Maulana Hameed ud Din Farahi was a modern thinker on Quran. In his
publication. “Nizam ul Quran”, he writes about hadith. “It must be remembered that
majority of our ahadith are ‘old’ and minority is authentic... Hadith lj 'maa
(unanimous agreemeit on any matter) and Sahaf e Aula, all three are open to doubt
and speculation... I have read some traditions that completely uproot and extinguish
the ayaat. Moestly scholars on hadith believe that whatever is written in the Bokhari
and the Muslim is beyond doubt. Hence, we shall narrate those objectionable phrases,
so that you may understand that Allah has given the rank of ‘Rab’ (Almighty) to these
scholars. Therefore, we are not prepared to believe in their irrational speculations.”

In the Ma’aruf (of Azam Garh) magazine of F ebruary 1942, Allama Farahi
and his student on Hadith, Maulvi Ameen Ehson Islahi wrote an article. The editor of
Maaruf, the late Syed Sulaiman Nadwi, did not write any dissident note on it, which
meant that he also conceded with their ideas. Let us read what they wrote in that
summary:

“Secondly the Maulana is not in line with those, who take the traditions of the
Bokhari and the Muslim beyond doubt. And this, what Maulana has written is
not strange or new. Hafiz Ibne Hijr and Sheikh Abdul Hagq also do not take
these books beyond speculation. There is only one book, under the sun. that is
above speculation.” (Marouf, page 94-95)

After this he narrates:

“Hence, we must accept only those traditions that are in agreement and
confirm the Quran. Whenever there is any difference between the Quran and
Hadith, then the command &= of the Quran shall prevail.” (Ma aruf; page
91-92)

It is written again:

“Here the Maulana ‘has without doubt mentioned that there is ambiguity in
hadith; this statement will hardly be denied by anyone.” (Ma aruf, page 90)

Voila! This matter of doubt in akadith is no more between Allama Farahi,
Maulvi Ehson Islahi or Syed S. Nadwi. According to them, this matter no one can
even dare to deny!
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lorty whadith that are testified as old. And Hafiz has no answer to this.” (page
267)

[n the margin it is written:

“Otherwise, the Hafiz Ibne Hijr has found about a hundred ahadith in Sahih
Bokhari that have been suspended, and has also provided answers to resolve
this predicament. But forty ahadith are so weak that he has no solution for it,
which the Hafiz himself admits * :

STANDARD OF CORRECT AND INCORRECT HADITH:

The policy of “Mutashadud fil Hadith (intensity of hadith) category is that in
the present collection of ahadith. the division of various ahadith has been marked. It
does not need any kind of criticism. Whichever has been declared “authentic’ is true,
and those that are ‘old’ shall remain weak (meaning not true). The old ahadith are
only those that are believed in a conventional manner. In the light of the Quran, we
believe. you cannot use your own mind. :

Mr. Sindhi says:

“This hurdle that is prevalent over common minds, has a concealed ailment in
its roots, that the art of hadith, especially the art of gleaning ‘old and authentic’
ahadith, is experienced in a traditional ‘manner. It has become impossible if any
scholar will ever have a mind to assess the authentic ahadith. If whoever does use his
mind is dubbed an atheist. (Tolu-e-Islam.) The problem of defining hadith and debate
over old hadith and other factors, do not allow the seeker of knowledge to concentrate
and form his own opinion. After reaching a dead end, the constant policy of scholars
adopted after differentiation, is that a seeker of knowledge terminates his search.
when he has gained authority to separate thé authentic from the old, according to
hadith policies.” (page 279) After gaining this authority, he becomes the director on
Hadith. Whoever "he’ wishes is called a Muslim and whoever “he’ says becomes an
atheist. ik

SOME AHADITH OF SAHIH BOKHARI:

As is known by now, in our hadith books there are those ahadith present that
: o 2 ]
shake our whole being when these are attributed to the Messenger Muhammad' 2!
Let us read what Maulana Sindhi has to say on this:

“As my attention towards the Quran increased, the more it became difficult
for me to explain some ahadith of the Bokhari to young minds: in the same
ratio my previous faith has been incised. It has never convinced me. that
knowledge of Deen when imparted to students of Arabic schools is always
satisfactory. If the same knowledge is imparted to college students it is not-
satisfactory. If that is the case, then it is not true knowledge, as the Quran has
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precites the book and attempts to transmit it. And secondly, inspite of the
passing of a lengthy time span, to preserve the book and the capacity of the
people to learn it all by heart. If these two factors are not present we cannot
call 1t a Divine Book. It can be authored by a person, who by his own intents
collected of Messenger’s knowledge, as in the case of Sahih Bokhari and
Sahih Muslim in our Deen.” (page 225)

In the words of Maulana SindhiR, “To collect the deeds of the Messenéers was
also a convention in previous ages.” (Page 265) Hence the Hadith books are actually
history books and history has all types of traditions in it.

AMALGAMATION IN SAHA SITTA:

Maulana Sindhi writes:

“In the introduction of ‘Mushgwa at’ by Sheikh Abdul Haq Muhaddas Dehlvi,
I read there are fifty or so Hadith books, in which there are both. authentic and
non-authentic ahadith compiled. Mr. Sheikh has given them all the same
status, as he does with Saha Sitaa’s amalgamation of incorrect traditions with
other books. This has put me under great stress.” (page 268)

OLD TRADITIONS ARE REVIVED:

After talking of different categories of books, he writes, “Besides these, other
hadith writers have also authored books, whose insight can be questioned. Historian
hadith writers have compiled these incorrect traditions from non-established books by
the name of Zawayat.” Due to these, a menace has entered in the knowledge of
hadith. In this treasure, there are numerous ahadith that are named "old’ by the
second category of hadith writers. While the third, forth and fifth category writers
take those ahadith and revive them.”

After giving us an example of a hadith. he narrates:

“Trimzi declared this hadith "old” (meaning it is not true). Now we will read
what Hakeem says. He testifies this hadith by quoting from thirty or forty references.
A layman. after looking at the testifications of this hadith and its popularity, is
influenced to believe in its authenticity and the hadith is revived. We commenced our
criticism on these traditions of Hakeem, with the help of ‘Fateh ul Bari, ' and nol a
single one testified in its favour.” (page 27))

OLD TRADITIONS OF SAHIH BOKHARI:

And after this he narrates:

“Every author makes few mistakes here and there. Even Imam Bokhari. who
is considered to be the most convincing in his book Hatiz Ibne Hijr. pointed to
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be our opinion. also. This Sunnar has to evolve from the Quran. In modern day
terminology it is called “by-laws”. The primary laws have been established. The by-
laws of those times were different and the by-laws of today will be according to the
changing conditions of the environment. The details. of these by-laws depend on the
upcoming needs of the scenario and are named as the 'Figa'.” (page 246)

Meaning of the above is that the Messenger Muhammad"™"" and the Caliphs,

for the establishment of Allah’s wisdom with mutual consultation and in the light of
the Quran, devised some by-laws, that are called Sunnar or Figa of thag period. These
by-laws shall change with the times. But the real Law (Quran) shall remain in its
primary state as permanent.

HADITH IS EQUAL TO THE BIBLE:

The Holy Quran has proclaimed the previous Holy books changeable. Those
books are not in their original content, the conditions in which their respective anbya
gave to thur audience. It is known about the Bible of today that after Jesus
Christ™". It was compiled by his disciples. According to Maulana Sindhi the value
of Hadith books is equivalent to the Bible. Obviously, when we do not recognize the
Bible as the original words of Jesus Christ™"™ how can anyone affirm that ahadith
contain the original words of the Messenger. He writes: :

“According to these people if the former holy books are given the rank of
hadith books, they cannot be confirmed as authentic. If these people accept
this fact then all our difficulties will be solved. (1) In these hadith books. a
single parable has been explained by various ways of traditions. (2) In our
hadith books there are also incorrect traditions. (3) In numerous hadith books,
we find mistakes made by calligraphers that are being corrected by our
scholars from time to time. After all this, if we place the Holy Bible along
with our ‘Sahiheen’ one shall not be able to distinguish any difference.”
(pages 66-67)

We are also in the knowledge that Wahi (revelation) is nowhere outside of the
Quran and that it is in complete form within the Holy Book. Just as the disciples of
Jesus Christ™™" by individual endeavours compiled his deeds and sayings. while
writing his biography. in the same way Muslim scholars, historians and hadith writers
compiled the history and ethos of Holy Messenger and his times. These biographies
and history books are called 4hadith. Neither of these books are revelations. nor are
these preserved like Wuhi (revelation). that is the reason. just like the Bible books,
they are not convincing. In the margin of Mr. Sindhi’s articles is a note by Mr. Shah
that we produce in the following translation from Persian:

~Two things are compulsory, in order for it to be a Divine Book. Primarily the
blessings of angels and to please and attract Allah. for every person who
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THE STATUS OF HADITH. .. .

AHADITH THROUGH SAGACIOUS MINDS
Chapter 7 |
Translated By
Aboo B. Rana -

***:&****‘k**************************

THE VALUE OF HADITH:

The value of ahadith has been discussed at length, as in the eyes of Allama
Igbal®, in the opening chapter of this book. The idiosyncrasies of Imam Abu Hanifa®
and Shah Wali Ullah® were also brought to surface (as explained by Allama Igbal). In -
the same context, we would like to bring forth thoughts of a few erudite minds to
your attention. 5 '

ALLAMA OBAIDULLAH SINDHIR:

Shah Wali Ullah Muhaddas (rahmat ullah alay) Dehlvi’s name needs no
introduction. And Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi is known for his explanations, thoughts
and transmission of the wisdom of Wali Ullah (representative of Allah). He wrote an
article (about 1941 A.D.) in a magazine called ‘Al Furga’an,” in its Wali Ullah'
number. In that he explained the value of hadith as examined by a Wali Ullah
(representative of Allah). We are giving you some gists of this article.

“In the chapter entitled, ‘The Correct Position of Hadith.” that you read in the
previous pages you must have noticed that ahadith are of two kinds. One sort belongs
to the situation and condition of the Messenger, while the other is about the tenets of
Deen. As far as applying of this Deen is concerned, obviously, it is of utmost
significance. It is said, as the laws of the Quran are immutable, in the same way the
laws of Hadith are also permanent, and they have to be perpetually enacted upon.
Now let us read, ‘what Maulana Sindhi (in the light of wisdom of Wali Ulluj
{representative of Allah) has to say on this issue. He writes, “It is obvious when the
primary laws are enacted upon, for the sake of public, we also make some
introductory laws. The only difference being, that primary laws are immutable, while
the introductory laws may be changed with the needs. These introductory laws or by-
laws, we call Sunnar, as they were legislated by the Messenger and after him. by the
Caliphs, who devised them in consultation with their central advisory committee,
After Ottoman Caliphate, this procedure of consultation was annulled. Sunnar is
conceded by our Hanafi faction of the Messenger and the Caliphates. ™ is happens to
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