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sulated approach of decision—making makes sense when choosing which car to buy. or in
ermining guilt or innocence in a court of law. These decisions are based on gathering
dence and substantiating facts. But what does this have to do with philosophy? Isn't
Sosophy a matter of the heart, which is a very subjective source, where one should choose
‘path he/she finds most fulfilling? But by choosing one’s philosophy based upon feelings
@ is ultimately a choice to disregard the truth. If there is a possibility that truth is out
&re. ignoring it comes at a great cost—self-delusion. Therefore, we see, that Qur’an says.
which we have revealed to thee of the book is the truth. (35:31)” Qur’an claims to
pain the revealed law and philosophy, which has the solution to the problems of modern
By revealed law and philosophy is meant that the source of knowledge is supra-rational,
ective, and above emotional and personal experiences. They are beyond space and time
% according to Igbal it economises time and effort. All the laudable achievements in the last

or five hundred years would have avoided the unnecessary pain (at least there would
e been no Hitler and no Stalin) and the latest modern institutions would avoid their
alls.

Igbal Khawaja is the student of UET, in the final year. He likes to describe
nself as “a free-lance Lahorite and a concerned friend of the fragile environment of
S globe.”
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DARS-E-QURAN (IN URDU)
BAZM TOLU-E-ISLAM MANCHESTER (U.K)
EVERY FRIDAY FROM 8PM — 9PM '
AT
33 ST. GEORGES ROAD, FALLOWFIELD
. MANCHESTER, M14 6SX
'DARS-E-QURAN AUDIO AND VIDEO TAPES (URDU) AND

ALL THE PUBLICATIONS BY ALLAMA PARWEZ
ARE AVAILABLE IN OUR LIBRARY FOR LENDING.

LEASE CONTACT:- MR. MEHFOOZ (0161 286 5496)
)R MR. R.QURESHI.- TEL & FAX NO. (01565 830278)
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& What are the constituents of a good education?

0} What are various forms of governments and which one of them is the best?

O What is art and what is its importance in a society?

& What is religion and how does it affect the lives of humans?

What is the process of history and what are the principles that make civilizations rise.

grow, progress and decay?

There are only some of the questions philosophers pondered upon through the
millennia and which gave rise to the theories of idealism. Materialism, Pragmatism, Realism.
Dialectical Materialism, Existentialism, Logical Positivism and many others.

The very question that many people will ask after knowing about this subject would
be, “what is the use of it?” In fact people do not benefit from this in direct tangible terms, but
unless the use or utility of something is considered only in terms of bank notes, the use of
philosophy cannot be depreciated. Even the bank notes are not ends in themselves but are
means to achieve happiness and tranquility of mind. Now this very end is achieved by
philosophy in a far better way and the quality of happiness is much superior in this case. In
this respect Plato is justified in calling philosophy “a dear delight.”

But even then, philosophy also has value regarding material wealth. Philosophy. by
influencing politics, makes a society wealthier. Social Welfare State System of Scandinavia is
a good example of this fact. The enormous development in sciences and technology with its
practical benefits is a good deal owing to its philosophical background. The renowned
Scientific Method, which is the standard method of attack in problems of Physics, Chemistry.,
Biology and other sciences, was initially presented by philosophers like Fracnis Bacon (R
century., England.) The Inductive Method is also a gift of philosophy to science and
.mathematics. In shor, science cannot take the place of philosophy but itself raises
philosophical questions.

Secondly, philosophy has had a very important indirect effect on the lives of those
who even do not recognize this fact. It sieves down from books, elite opinions and media to
shape the public opinions about world outlook. The Christian religion was made what it is to
a great extent by the underlying Catholic philosophy of St. Augustine and St. Aquinas. The
whole social structure of Russia was transformed under the influence of Dialectical and
Historical Materialism. American constitution, to a considerable extent, is based upon the
political philosophy of John Locke—a British Philosopher. Underneath the French
Revolution of 1789, strong and steady currents of the philosophy of Rousseau flowed on.
What horrors would the world have been spared had the Nazis had a better philosophy than
Fascism.

Thirdly, it should be realized that philosophy is not to be valued for its indirect
practical effects only, but for itself. Beliefs are useful because they are true, not true because
they are useful.

There is a glut of opinions in the philosophy—market today. How do we decide
which way to go? It’s no different than other important decisions we make in life. This
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_accumulation of more knowledge does not guarantee in itself more cohesion and consistency
in ideas. That is why a well-defined method is needed in philosophy.

(c) Philosophy is an attempt to gain a view of the whole:

Philosophy seeks to combine the results of* various sciences and long human
_€Xperiences in a clear and consistent whole or worldview. The philosopher wishes to see life
not with a siant of 5 scientist, businessman Or an artist, but with the overall view of someone
cognizant of life a5 3 totality, as C.D. Broad says, “Its object is to take over the results of the
various sciences, to add to them the results of religious and ethical €xperiences of mankind

{d) Philosophy as the logical analysis of linguistics:

Some philosophers see the logical analysis of language and the cilassiﬁcation of the

{e) Philosephy is 2 group of problems as well as theories of their solution:

There are certain perennial problems & questions which interest mankind and
philosophy tries to answer the same. Some of the problems of interest as presented in the
following for the reader to have an appreciation of the scope of phi losophy:

Is the universe created Yy someone or is it self existing?

0] Is there a beginning or end to the universe or is it eterna?

&

Does God exist? I¥ He exists, is He over and above the creation or js the creation part
of Him? St
What is man’'s place and destiny in this universe? Is he a tiny lump of impure carbon
and water impotentiy crawling on a small and unimportant planet oy is he the most
eminent of created things? s he perhaps both at once? ;
What is the nature and sources of valid knowledge?

What is right and what is wrong? -

What is the nature of mind, soul, psyche and matter? [s this division between mind
and matter a correct one? Is mind subject to matter Or is it possessed of independent
powers?

Is beauty an essential quality of the beautifu] or is it only a way of looking at the
things? -

d

What is correct thinking and how to differentiate it from fallacies?

Is there a way of living that is noble and another that is ignoble, or are aj ways of

living merely futile? But if indeed there’s nobel way of living in what does it consist
and how shall we achieve jt? s
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VOICE OF YOUTH

AN INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY

By
Asif Igbal Khawaja
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The word philosophy is derived from two Greek words “Philein” or “Philos"—
meaning love--- and “Sophia "--meaning wisdom. So literally philosophy means ‘love of
wisdom® or ‘knowledge of wisdom’. Etymologically, the term philosopher means lover of
wisdom and was first used by the Greek thinker Pythagoras (6" century BC, Greece) in a
famous retort. When someone called him a wise man, he responded by saying that his
wisdom only consisted in his knowing that he was ignorant and, therefore. he would like to
be called philosopher i.e., lover of wisdom. No wonder Bertrand Russell calls him one of the
most interesting and puzzling men in history!

A sarcastic person would define philosophy as everything and/or nothing. but this
line of thought is not correct. In a general sense, the sum of a person’s beliefs and convictions
is his/her philosophy. This implies that every person has his/her own philosophy even though
he/she may not realize it.

All people have some idea about God, nature, man, right, wrong, beauty etc. They
acquire this knowledge through family, school, mosque (church, synagogue etc.), individual
groups, books and modern electronic media like radio, television, newspaper, internet etc.
This acquired philosophy may be a result of deep thinking or it may depend upon mere
conviction, bias or tradition etc. This is a broad, popular, man-in-the-street view of
philosophy. which is not acquired to distinguish philosophy as Weltanschauung and as a
specific subject of study. ‘

As a subject of study,#hilosophy can be looked upon from the following facets:
(a) Philosophy as a personal attitude towards life and universe:

It means taking things philosophically and looking deeper than the appearances.
Philosophy begins in wonder, curiosity and doubt. To philosophize is not merely.to know and

read philosophy--rather it is to think and to feel philosophically. j

(b) Philosophy is a mode of reflective thinking and reasoned enquiry:

It is synoptic as compared to, the sciences. Its method is reflective and critical.
Different philosophers have emphasized and accepted/rejected various methods like reasons.
sense-perception, intuition, authority, revelation etc., to varying degrees. The mere
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Conspiracy against the Quran

The publication of a letter in the January 29" edition of The Erontier Post
captioned “Why Muslims hate Jews” by Ben Dzac, has caused riots and destruction of
property in Peshawar. This unfortunate episode raises various issues to ponder on
about human behavior, learn as we must from observation and experience.

By derisively fulminating against the Messenger Muhammad (PBUH), the
writer of the letter, Ben Dzac has only manifested his own mentality as lack of
scholarship, lack of tolerance and lack of respect for other human beings. He has
exposed his own ugliness as an individual human being. This is sad, because
Mubammad (PBUH) or anyone else for that matter, remains unharmed, it is the
perpetrator of the venom who harms his own personality, his own development and
his own dignity. If Ben Dzac does not accept Quran as of Divine source, he is free to
reject it, for Divinity itself gives this right of choice to him.

As for the references to the Jews, it is one of the episodes in history among
many others in the Quran. It projects the Quranic philosophy and science of history,.'
stating that a particular behavior results in vitality of life, strength and creativity,
while behavior opposed to it ends in decline and fall. The Jews of today have no
responsibility for the generation Quran refers to. Anyone who violates the Laws of
Nature will suffer in any given space and time. In any case this is a subject by itself.
Ben Dzac should also be aware that what Ibn Ishag writes (or any biographer or
historian) is a human endeavor with all the limitations, subjectivity, and emotional
prejudices of a human being. Again, this is also a subject by itself.

As for the rioters who went on a rampage led by the J amiat-I-Islami (as
reported by HERALD, February) it is a typical reaction of a people who are ridden by
emotions and self-destructiveness. Apart from the main target, burning and destroying
of private property of uninvolved and innocent public is generally their wont. Law and
its implementation is a phenomenon unknown to them. The Quranic concept of the
rule of law, whether it is the universe and the world of matter or human existence, they
are all governed by universal and immutable laws. This terrible deed committed by
Ben Dzac should have been taken to the Court of law by the people, and he be shamed
by his own characterlessness, for those who abuse others are themselves abused. Also,
the employee of the Frontier Post responsible for the blunder of such a publication
could have been exposed rightfully guilty or innocent, careless or just stupid and
dumb. All this could have been a lesson for the future for everyone. | :

&l (Shamim Anwar) -

*****_********-k******************
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Can we who believe in Hadith, in all honesty say that our way of prayers is
the genuine and true method of the Messenger Muhammad'>""? Yet, each and every
one of these sects claim that their way was the only way of the Messenger. And it
does not make sense that all sects are correct. Are you prepared to believe that? Are
you sure that during the times of the Messenger, some disciples offered their prayers
like the Sunnis while other disciples offered their prayers like the Shiites do? Or that
some.prayed like ‘Ahl e Hadith,” while others prayed like ‘Hannafis’? Or that the
Messenger himself offered his prayers like the Sunnis at one time, while at another
time he offered like the Shiites? Or sometimes like ‘Ahl e Hadith’ and sometimes like
"Hannafis*? Obviously, we all know that it could not have been possible or behooving
of the Messenger to eido_pt different manners at various times. There must have been
~one and only one way of praying by the Messenger and all his disciples must be
,offering prayers in one manner also. In Quran’s language difference between sects
means the wrath of God and bifurcation in the Din of Islam.

If that was the state of affairs in those times of the Messenger, is it possible
.~ that we in anyway, again can unite the Muslim brotherhood and see them praying in
- unison? Unfortunately, we think this shall not be possible, as long as you all will
believe in the hadiths to be the true and authentic words of the Messenger. Until then
it is not p0551ble to achieve this unanimity. As every sect in Islam has his own hadiths
and every one of them claims to be in the foot-steps of the Messenger. Leaving aside
the question of uniting these Muslims, in the present scenario, we are faced with an
even bigger dilemma, of which there is no panacea at all. |

NEO-MUSLIM’S PLIGHT :

Let us assume, that a Neo-Muslim embraces Islam today. And the Maulana
who takes the oath and baptizes him/her, happens to belong to a Dayobundi sect.
After embracing Islam he is told that the first and foremost requirement of Islam —
that distinguishes a believer from a disbeliever — is a prayer. So he learns the
wordings and manner of praying from that Maulana. Later on, a person from ‘Ahl e
Hadith® sect sees this individual praying and tells him that his prayers are not done.
Now if his prayers are not accepted by the God, how can he remain a Muslim. As he
was taught that a prayer divides a Muslim from a non-Muslim. Our question remains,
can anyone of you give us a solution to resolve this innocent man’s plight, who has
embraced Islam? Please do not escape this issue and kindly give your serious
consideration. The Hadith will not be able to resolve this matter as initially. this issue
was created by the Hadith. We will discuss this matter later in the book.

(To be Continued.)
Kk hkdhh b bdheehe btk '
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and a genuine version of the Messenger, when various different hadiths stand witness
to every sect’s way of praying. Qur important question to you all is, are there any

; méar;s existing today, by means of which we may know the exact manner, how the

Messenger offered his prayers? : ;

The answer to this question that these people give is, besides the Shiites, the
differences in various factions of Sunni Muslims are flimsy and of no significance.
Otherwise the procedures and manner of praying in all are the same. First of all it is
all bunkum to say that these are flimsy differences and have no significance. The
followers of one séct, leave alone the fact that they do not pray together, if by any
chance a soft tone Quran reciter enters into the mosque of a high volume reciter, if
they will not refurbish the floor of that mosque, it will at least be washed ten times
and blessed ten times more.

What we read and listen now and then, to the riots in the mosques and
: between various sect merhbers.. ... what does that mean? Or when we come to know
that a certain Imam (headpriest) has been murdered, members getting at each others
throats, the interference of police and the government locking up and sealing the
mosques...... are these all due to trivial differences? And when these fanatics say that
these differences are of no significance, it is sheer escapism from actual facts and an
excuse to avoid the real meanings of a prayer. ;

It must be observed when a command or law is promulgated by the God (or
His messenger), then the principle and its corollaries both are given their due
importance; no way are these supposed to differ, by any means, For example, let us
take the principle of Wadhu (ablutions) which is stated in the Quran that, we must
wash our face and our hands upto the elbows. Now, if a person washes fiis hands upto
the wrists and another upto the elbows, would you say. that both of them are correct in
doing so? As it is a trivial difference, is not the principlethe same? It would certainly
be incorrect to say that! Only he/she will be correct whose deed is according to the
Quran. So to say that if anyone lifted his hands upto the ears or not, folded his arms
on his chest or below the belly button, the space between his/her feet while standing

During the Ramadan, did he recite the ‘Tarawi’ eight or twenty times? How many
s the number of ‘Takbeers’ in Eid prayers, so on and so forth, you are insinuating,
€ all matters of no significance? It is nothing else except escapism. If these people |
fally believe that these trivialities are of no consequence, then just ask a staunch

ber of Ahl ¢ Hadith sect to offer his prayers like the Hannafi sect does... He will
do so! : : : :
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understand, that Hadith does not explain the whole of the Holy Quran. Only a few
ayats of the Quran have been explained. In the Bukhari Hadith there is only one
- chapter devoted to the explanation of the Quran and that too of a few significant ayats
from the Quran.

_ I repeat again what I wrote before, who would have the audacity, as not to
" bow his head before the verdict of the Messenger of Islam? In the present situation,
where we cannot prove the verity of any hadith, if a person says that a hadith is not
 the true words of the Holy Messenger, it must not be construed that he is denying the
: Holy Messenger’s explanation of Quran. What actually he is trying to convey is, what

.i$ being explained and attributed towards the Messenger, does not ipso facio, belong

to MuhammadPBUH

Consider this, when Imam Bukhari discards 594,000 hadiths that he does not
think to have been the words or deeds of the Messenger, then no one calls him to be a
disbeliever. Why then a person, who has negated only one hadith, which is not
according to his own study of the Quran, is exiled from the sphere of Islam and called
a non-believer and a heretic. He actually is simply refusing to believe in the decision
of the narrator of that hadith, that it is not the true statement of the Messenger. He is
only negating the authenticity of that hadith which has been attributed towards the
Messenger. (Perhaps that is why the Messenger prohibited the writing of hadith, to
his compamons)

HOW MUST WE PRAY WITHOUT HADITH

_ “Let us examine another issue that seems very powerful and is the cause of
~ frustration to many believers. It is usually said that if we do not believe in the Hadith,

how are we to apply the tenets of the Holy Quran on ourselves. For example, it is

mandatory to pray. Now nowhere does the Quran explain, as to how must we pray or
what ought to be the manner and text in our prayers etc, etc. All we know, the Holy

. Messenger enacted on this mandate from God and we must follow in his foot-steps.

First of all it is absolutely incorrect to say, ‘what if we do not believe in
Hadith...” Noone is denying the deeds or words of the Messenger. Hadith books are
available from every where. Actually the question ought to be rephrased that, “If ‘we
do not believe in the verity of Hadith, then how are we supposed to pray?”

We all know that Shia’s way of praying is different from that of a Sunni. And
both claim to be following in the foot-steps of the Messenger. When we look at
- Sunnis, their ‘Ahl e Hadith® sect’s way of praying is different from the ‘Hannafi’ sect.
And everyone knows that. Again both of these sects claim to be in the foot-steps of
the Messenger. The question is, whose way of praying ought we to consider as a true
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-Those of us who are comparatively less fiendish, are of the opinion that hadith
" Is in fact an elucidation or e){planation of the Quran. Actually these people. oty say
this to please others, Their beliefs are very different from what they actually say.
What they say is that hadith is an example of the Holy Quran, and they do not deny
the consequences . of this statement. They do not believe the hadith to be an
explanation of the Quran, instead they believe the Hadith of being the actual DEEN
(Islamic system). Hence Maulana Mandoodi (the same Maudood; who was criticizing
the hadiths a while ago) writes on this issue:

“If the negation of the permanence of Hadith means that it only explains the
issues and topics of the Quran, and by itself the hadith is of no ‘significance,
then this proclamation is denying the facts... Hadith has its own permanent
place, concerning mandates and issues. (Tarjuman ul Quran, July-August
1950) : : :

RECAPITULATION OF HADITH: _ ‘ ‘
L. Hadith and the Holy Quran both hav‘; been revealed by God,

II.  Hadith is an example of the Quran.

III.  Hadith is not as dependént on the Quran as the Holy Qi_lran 18 'dependent on
the Hadith.

IV.  Hadith over rules the tenets of the Quran.

V. Hadith is not an explanation of the Holy Quran, actually Hadith has its own
place. ‘ ;

VI. Hadith negates the Holy Quran.
And,

., Anyone who does not have a belief in the above is denying the hadith, hence
he is a heretic and an outcast from the sphere of Islam.

EXPLANATION OF QURAN

It is stated that the Quran was revealed to the Messenger Muhammad"BYH.
Hence there can be no explanation of the Quran better than that of the Messenger. If
someone extradites some other kind of meaning than the one explained by the
Messenger, then he is not correct.

Apparently, this seems a very logical argument. Who would be audacious
enough to contradict the Messenger. the question does not arise here — the important
aspect to this argument is, whether the given data in the hadith is in fact the true and
authentic statement of the Messenger? Concerning this issue it must be made to
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“In those times there was paucity of literacy, and almost little means to have
it written.” (Tarjuman ul Quran, March 1954) :

This was Maulana Maudoodi’s answet. Dr. Hameed Ullah who is at present -
settled in Paris, has something else to say on this topic. He writes in one of his articles
that was printed in the Karachi periodical ‘Al Islam,” in its January 1-15, 1959 issue:

“The Messenger proved to be a man of modest and careful deeds. In the
capacity of a Messenger of God, he had taken all possible and necessary steps
lo ensure that the message of God, not only was it delivered correctly to the
people, but also that it was preserved. If he had adopted the same steps for his
own deeds, he would have been taken for an egoist. That is why the Hadith
story is different from the Quran.”

This is the story of that Hadith, which is being placed next to Quran and
which was revealed by archangel Gabrial just like the Quran. And by renouncing it
we become heretics, in the same way we become a heretic by not believing in th=
Quran.

HADITH IS BEYOND QURAN

Uptil now we have noticed that it is being mentioned that Hadith- is an
example of the Holy Quran, meaning in other words, it is equivalent to, the Quran:
Now let us move a bit further. Maulana Auzaee states:

“Quran is more dependent on the Hadith books as ‘compared with Hadzth
depending on the Holy Quran.” (Jama e Biyaan ul llm, page 223 g

HADITH CAN NEGATE QURAN

What this means is, that whenever there is a deadlock between Quran and
Hadith, the hadith will over rule the Quran’s verdict. Some hadith authorities even go
beyond and proclaim that hadith can negate the tenets of Quran. The late Maulana
Hafiz Muhammad Ayub ventures on this topic in his pamphlet, ‘Fitna Inkar e Hadith'
that: : ' ]

“It is not imperative for the Messenger’s statements to go according fo the
Quran. Refering to Quran wherein is stated 2:180 (page 29). It is mandatory
= > to willeth your riches to your parents, when you have wealth and are to die.
Whereas the Holy Messenger said, 'It is not necessary for the heir to willeth.’
Circumstances prove that the Holy Messenger's verdict has prevailed. Thus
the hadith has negated the Holy Quran, as the Holy Messenger’s statement f
has been enacted o Cuage 85) y o L :
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g he archangel Gabriel broughr the revelatzons of Quran and Sunnat
 (the lifestyle of the Messenger) together. The angel taught ‘sunnat’ to the
Messenger just like the “Quran.” That is why we do not differentiate in these
‘revelations.’ (Page 60) : :

TWO KINDS OF REVELATION

Meaning to say, that Quran and the Hadith, both are revelations of God and
there is no difference between them. That is why a hadith was later on crafted,
according to which the Holy Messenger told his disciples that I get revelations of
Quran and Masla Ma’a (along with it similar and something else). Another concept
was brought into use, that ‘revelations’ are of two kinds. The revelation called ‘Jalli’
(that means Quran) and the other revelation is ‘Khaffe’ (meaning the Hadith). The
‘Jalli’ revelation is also named ‘Multoo’ (which means a revelation that is recitable)
and the other kind is ‘Ghair Multoo’ that cannot be recited. Please be advised here,
that we have found no mention in the Quran and there is no clue of it even in the
primary literature of hadirh. This idea of two revelations actually belonged to the
Jews. These writers have borrowed it from the Jews who believed in a revelation that
could be written and the other that is not written (which means it was transferred
through traditions). We do not want to involve ourselves here, as to how this concept
is contrary to Quran and how it shatters its foundations. All we want to know is, that
if God accepted the responsibility of the ‘Holy Quran,” what came in his way, from
taking the responsibility of the. Hadith? The Messenger neither gave it to the
Muslims, in any book form nor did the following Caliphs consider it essential to do
so. Nor did any of the disciples of the Messenger bring it into writing. Whosoever had
written the hadith had either publicly burnt it himself or had it burnt. If ‘Quran’ and
‘Hadifh’ both were revelations, then why so much favoritism, care, and protection of
one and no care at all for the other revelation? Can we by any means understand what
this connotes? (Or where these concepts are leading us to?)

NO HADITH WAS WRITTEN ;

It would not be a bad idea at all to listen to the answers to our question.
Maulana. Maudoodi writes that if Hadith had also been preserved as the Quran, then'

_ "The Quran would have at least become as big as Encyclopedza Britannica in
"< volume.”(Tafheemaat. Vol 1,page 236)

Because its volume would have increased so God did not include this' part of
revelation in the Quran. If we accept this argument, that the volume would be huge,

then why was this revelation not written in a separate volume. To this the answer is:
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III. . More correctly, the quote means if you all have faith in the collectors of
Hadith (book’s authorities) and do not have faith in the vision of one who has
insight into the temperament of the Messenger, then in his eyes you are a non-
believer in hadith and thus a pagan. Again if you de not have faith in Imam
Bukhari® and Imam Muslim® and deny them, then again according to ‘Ahl e ;
Hadith’ sect you are denying Hadith and therefore a heretic.

In other words, God wanted you all to have faith in the messages sent through
the holy Messenger, in order for you to be a true Muslim. Now the scenario that is
made to prevail is, if you do not have faith in the above mentioned human beings, you
- cannot be called a Muslim.

'BELIEF IN HADITH

'This remains the status quo as far as hadith is concerned. Are you aware, what
is being discussed in our religious circles? Please peruse carefully, and think again
that if our belief in these hadiths is not the actual cause of confusion in DIN (Islomic
system) what else is? Late Maulana M. Ismail (former president, ‘Jamiat e Ahl e
Hadith) writes in his periodical ‘Jamaat e Islami ka Nazariya Hadith.’

“The correct rank of hadith, after research, remains equivalent to the Holy
Quran. In fact its denial will have the same consequences as the denial of
Quran... Those hadiths that are proven perfect by the value standards.and are
chosen according to the choice of Sunnis cannot be denied. Otherwise you are
an agnostic and an outcast from the Islamic community.” (page 48)

Meaning that not even one Aadith, that has been proven true can be denied (to
say, that it does not belong to the Holy Messenger). Otherwise it is tantamount to
agnosticism and you are an alien in the sphere of Islam. According to the above
mentioned sect, the Bukhari and Muslim books are considered ‘Sahiheern’ (meaning it
is the truth), therefore if Whosoever denies any of these books is a Kaf r’ (agnostic).
It is wntten

“The Muslims are united on Bukhari and Muslzm .These hadiths are the
? > absolute.” (Page 55)

The word ‘Muslims’ is meant for all those who belong to the Ahl e Hadith
sect. This is because, the Hanafi sect that is considered the majority in the-Muslim
world, deny at least two hundred hadiths of Imam BukhaurlPBUH and Imam Muslim®,

HADITH IS REVELATION

As to why it is heresy to deny these hadiths, the late Maulana Ismail writes:
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. thoughts are flashing in my mind, if ever there can be a man/woman who can
sense the finer sentiments of the Messenger, then what is hampering or
coming in the way to adopt the Messenger’s way of life. Muhammad'’s
character is a balance of forgiveness, justice and sacrifice. How many of these
authors have that balance in them. If they are capable of sensing those
Messengeric qualities, then why do they not act upon them. Perhaps they have
not reached those heights of character and are Just talking about it. If they
want to be righteous that is their choice, but why impose a righteous attitude
if someone does not want it.) His insight is able to sense which words his Holy

' Majesty the Messenger of Allah could have uttered in a certain hadith, while
dishonoring others that he does not sense, belong to the Messenger.

Not only that, those matters about which he cannot find any reference in the
Quran, can also be explained by that person, as he knows what could have
been the Messenger's verdict. And this becomes possible as his spirit has
become lost in the spirit of Muhammad " and his insight is one with the

~ vision of Messenger. Afier reaching that heightened stage an individual needs
no warranis to check the viability of any hadith. There are times when he can
pick up an old, outcasted, discontinued or dishonoured hadith, as he has that
sense to make Messengeric decisions. At other times a hadith that is near to
being ~credible, more popular. and socially accepted may find no value
according to him. As he finds no meaning lo this golden drink of Islam that is
in accordance with the sentiments of Islam and the Messenger.”

(Tafheemaat, vol. 1,page 323-24)

Let us scrutinize and examine rationally what has just been quoted above.
. What it actually means is:

L. You all ought to have faith in Imam Bukhari and Imam Muslim (and various
other hadith scholars). The words ‘have faith in’ are not brought in for
nothing. You have to have faith that what these above mentioned authors have
written in hadith are the true statements of the Messenger of Islam. If you
renounce, in that case you become a non-believer of hadith, heretic and
therefore exiled from the sphere of Islam. Jos

II. And if you renounce faith in the authorities on Aadith then you ought to have
faith in the vision of that individual who recognizes the Messenger’s
character. It means that you must believe in whatever he says, that those are
the true words of the Messenger, inspite of the fact whether that statement is
nowhere under the sun or is present in the hadith books. If you do not comply,
you are considered a non-believer in Hadith, an agnostic and a pagan. T
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reflection that comes in our minds is, as to wherefrom this hadith has been quoted and
how far is the hadith honorable.

The altercations among the Muslims are all due to this question of hadiths
verity. One faction in Islam claims a hold on a certain belief and brings the hadith as
its witness, while another sect plainly dishonours and brushes it aside, as not being
the true words of the Messenger. These frictions among various sects are a thousand
years old and there seems no immediate panacea for it. This is so because in the
whole of Muslim world, we do not have any means to substantiate, that the Aadith
being quoted has the original words of the Messenger.

Also bear in mind, that nobody will ever say that we do believe in any one of
these ayats to be from the Quran, or that some words have weakened in value over
the passage of years. Quran’s every ayat is as strong as it was the day it was revealed.
There is no question about it. On the contrary, when a hadith is submitted to anyone,
the party may relinquish the hadith as a piece of gossip. Since there are various kinds
of Hadith books — and that also is the basis of all the squabbles between these
different sects. At present there seems to be no cure in sight...... No! That is not so.
We are told there is an answer, there is a panacea and there is a remedy available.
There is one standard or measure that can tell whether a certain kadith is viable or
-not, and whether the Holy Messenger could have uttered those words or not. Not only
that, even if there does not exist a hadith on a certain matter, we still can know what
possibly the Holy Messenger could have said on that subject. Of course! it would be a
subject of highest metaphysical interest to know of a source thirteen or fourteen
hundred years after the departing of the Messenger.

Again Maulana Maudoedi’s views on this are:

"The person who is bestowed the honor by Allah, develops by the study of
- Quran and the character of the Messenger, a certain kind of sense. This sense
is analogous to the experience of an old jeweler, that is capable of
recognizing the finer characteristics in a diamond. That person can realize the
temperament of the whole Islamic system, by casting a bird’s eye view. When
the time comes to craft the details of this system, his developed sense guides
him to discern the difference between Islamic and non-Islamic elements. The
same sense becomes a rule and standard in the case of hadith also, that lets
him decide the viability of a hadith. The culture and ethos of Islam can be
realized in the life of the Messenger. A person who understands the
distinguishing character of Islam and has done a thorough study of Quran
and the character of Muhammad 2" becor;;zes capable of sensing the finer
sentiments of the character of the Messenger. (As I am translating this quote,



fzoow,JL . o8 i rﬁ.-«sa,ﬂv‘

* not bound by any means to believe in it, neither does my accepting it or not, will have
any affect on my faith. g
On the other side when Bukhan s hadith is put in front of me, in which it is
written that “Messenger Abraham spoke 3 lies in his lifetime,” and because: hadith is
part of my faith, it becomes my duty to believe in it. If I don’t believe in this kadith, it
would mean I am doubting the verdict of the Messenger. And if I believe in this
hadith then I am alleging a respectworthy and an honorable Messenger of God (God ;
forgive me) a lier.

Or say. you read in the newspapers that one man cut off another’s nose. You
are under no obligation to believe in it or not. And then you read Bukhari’s hadith,
wherein it is narrated, “When the angel of death arrived in front of the Messenger

Moses, he slapped the angel so hard that the angel lost one eye.” It becomes

mandatory upon you to believe in this parable. If one doubts the story then you. are
doubting Islam. Now we must be confident after having discussed the vast difference.
It is also hoped now that the difference has been adequately revealed, as to a belief
that is part of our faith and a belief that involves our business or commercial lifestyle.

CONSEQUENCES OF A BELIEF

Let us take you on an insight of the practical implications of taking the kadith .
lightly. When we bring forth a Quranic ayar (sentence) linked to an issue in our daily
life, it is quite possible the debating parties may not agree on the Quran’s translation,
or maybe hesitant to agree on its interpretation. However the casg maybe, no one will
ever deny that this ayar is not from the Quran. In our hadiths it is altogether a
different story. Whenever someone quotes a hadith, the first que‘stlon that comes to
our minds is whether that hadith is true or not. Consequently,‘Maulana Abul A.
Maudoodi writes:

“In actuality, any hadith attributed towards Muhammad”® U8 is always a

controversial issue. It may be mandatory for you (or amy other party) to
believe in a hadith, that is appraved by the narrators. This does not happen to
be the case with us. We are not obligated to the narrator's approval in order
to believe in the hadith to be true.” (Risayal au Masayal, part one, page 290)

We were discussing that in order to have a belief in a certain statement, it is
indispensible for that statement or verdict to be truthful. When it is proclaimed that
what we call DEEN, that is made of the Holy Quran and the Hadith, then it becomes
incumbent upon both of these to be genuine and true. Whenever we say that Allah has
proclaimed in Quran, then there does not exist the slightest bit of doubt about the
verity of that statement. On the contrary, when we produce a hadith, the first
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whose vision and insight has no parallel and who is suppose to lead the humanity and

be a symbol of peace to them. A person’s blood freezes in the veins when we read
those kind of words attributed to such a great and noble man as Muhammad™"",

That is why Maulana Abul A. Maudoodi felt compelled to write:

“It shall not be appropriate to claim, that all the hadjths that are in Bukhari
must be accepted as they are, without any critical revision. (Quoted from
Tarjuman ul Quran, Oct., Nov. 1952)

The late Maulana Abul K. Azad givei/[’s his opinion on Bukhari’s Hadith,
wherein it is said that 3 times in his lifetime, Messenger Abraham was forced to tell
lies:

“EFrom the various hadiths that we read, no matter how close it may seem to
the truth, the innocence of the hadith cannot go further than the innocence of
the mind of its narrator. Neither must the hadith be taken to go beyond our
belief We must admit that this hadith cannot be the words of the Holy
Messenger. Definitely, somewhere the narrator of this hadith has made a
mistake. And in admitting this fact neither the sky is going to fall nor the
ground will break apart.”

Another Maulana Ubaid Ullah Sindhi goes even further and says. I feel
embarrassed to ask a Neo-Muslim European to read Bukhari’s Hadith.” These were
criticisms of individuals. The whole of the Hanafi sect does not believe in the two
hundred or so hadiths present in Muslim and Bukhari.

It is usually asserted, that let us suppose the Hadith collection is not totally
authentic, that it does contain a figment of writers’ or narrators’ imagination. And
what is wrong with that? After all our whole business and commercial lifestyle is
based on imagination too. Don’t we believe in historical events, whether from a
journalist’s pen or read them in newspapers? How can we say those stories are in fact
true? So why do we have to dishonor the hadiths if they have been slightly modified?

Apparently these seem to be cogent arguments. When we dig deeper, we will
find how big the difference is, the curtain falls down and we become familiar with
‘reality.” Newspapers or history is not a matter of belief for us. If I want I may accept
a certain event, if I have arguments against it, without any ;second thoughts or
hesitation I can relinquish. On the contrary, hadith we know has to do with our
beliefs. That means it is beyond critique. Even the slightest doubt on hadith will
shake our faith. Let us say, that we find in history the king, at such and such an event
or at such and such a date told a lie. It is totally up to me to-accept or reject it. I am
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Shiite hadith. The Shiites also claim their hadith origins in Tabaeen® and
companions® of Messenger Muhammad 2",

It cannot even be imagined (at least by Sunnis) that those honorable narrators
and writers of Hadith that are included in Shia hadiths are all (God forgive) liers. As
the Holy Messengers companions were neither Sunni nor Shia — to which these
hadiths are attributed. So they have no other choice left, expect to include the hadith
from every sect in order to get the correct biography of the Messenger
Muhammad®™®"", The present situation happens to be, that from a respectable source
we get hadiths that are deemed correct in the Shia circles — yet both these hadiths of
two different sects contradict each other. You tell us, as to which hadith ought to be
considered genuine and true to the life of Messenger Muhammad®®%™, It is all the

. more difficult when we have to include the condition that the writer of Aadith has to
be honorable, trustworthy and sincere. This way no one can vouch for the authenticity
of any hadith, gospel or parable. We may call it by any other name, sheer bigotry,
party politics or whatever, except the true and authentic words of Muhammad®®H
The great Bukhari® includes material for Hadith from sources which he himself
considers to be untrustworthy.

(refer to Mezaan ul Aitadaal az Allama Zuhby au Tadreeb al Ravi)

Taes were the external sources by means of which we reach the conclusion,
hat neither Muhammad”™2'! anywhere mentions Aadith to be part of Din nor his
sompanions believed it to be so. The collection of Hadiths that we possess today are
S0 not the original words of Muhammad™"", The most cutting evidence that goes
gainst these hadiths are its contents, Our spirit freezes and the pen shakes when we
fad what is narrated. We realize that the latter sentence of ours must have astonished
8 readers — it ought to do so too. As the Hadith is almost as sacred, respectworthy
B close to the hearts as the Holy Quran. Obviously this kind of critical perusal from
ought to bamboozle and baffle you. You must neither listen to us nor anybody else
@ read what is written in Bukhari’s collection and decide for yourself as to how far,
8t we have written, is correct. We also know and are sure that you are going to be
Suaded by others. You may also be told to take into consideration the magnitude of
t that has been granted to authors like Imam Bukhari, whose book has been
£d almost next to Quran. You will be condescendingly asked and urged not to
¥€ in any kind of undermining or vile conversation. We sincerely plead to you
a. the respects to the cadre and caliber of our ancestors is very close to our hearts.
When Imam Bukhari is there and available, why not read and confirm it for
as to how far we are justified in writing about the Bukhari’s Hadith. You
=ad words and sentences, that no one in his right frame of mind, will ever have
Sacity to attribute towards the Holy Messenger. Especially to a personality
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He further argues:

"By these examples we are not by any means, connoting that their research is
abracadabra. Our purpose is only fo bring to surface the Jfact that the
narrators were but only human. T, hey were not above human imperfections. [y
it then mandatory that whosoever they claim to be worthy of respect ought to
be taken with respect.” (page 321)

And:

“All the elements of Hadith have been excavated as far as the human Jactor
could take us. But it is not essential thar in their researches they hayve
succeeded in reaching the truth, There is every likelihood that the saying they
claim to be true, may not in fact exist. This and other similar Jactors restrain
us from drawing conclusions from the art of rational gleaning. Their research
provides great material for the Messenger's lifetime and in researching the
relics of the Messenger’s companions, but they are not fool proof.” (page
321-22)

" VERDICT

As far as personal inclinations are concerned we are entering a region where
even the angels fear to tread. When a person passes a judgement on another whether
he/she qualifies the morality standard or not, there is every bit of likelihood of
involving our personal propensities. And these inclinations are founded and based on
our set of beliefs. Imam Bukhari® was in disagreement with Imam Abu HanifaR on the
issue of fluctuations in faith in a person’s lifetime. Consequently, he never considered
the great Imam very honorably. Not only that, as the great Imam had his roots in
Kufa, thenceforth all the citizens c"pf Kufa were not considered to be trustworthy and
incapable of transmitting the Aadith, As Kufa was in Iraq, so all Iraqis were chips of
the same block and he reached the decision that 99 out of 100 Iraqi hadiths ought to
be counted as ambiguous. In the same way on a frivolous difference two great Imams,
Imam Abu Hatim and Imam Abu Zra’a decreed Imam Bukhari® of being
untrustworthy, and eeased all communications on hadith with him. Let us not forget
that Bukhari and Muslim are the most trustworthy in the Islamic world and their
works are called “Sahikeen’ (the most perfect ones). In Hadith literature, we observe
quite a bit of friction and conflict between these two narrators. This division in
hadiith. based on the conflict of belief can easily be observed by the existence of Shia
and Sunni factions. As mentioned before, the Sunnis have their own collection of
Hadith and claim their source coming from Tabaeen® and the Messenger's

companions®. The teachings we gather from this resource are disparate from the
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“That is also why the statements in Hadith are not considered the original words of the
‘Messenger. The statements in hadith are believed to be those that are referenced to
Messenger’s statements. And are not his exact words.

It is obvious, in the conventional parables, we come across numerous names
. of writers, on a single statement of the Messenger. After the compilation of Hadith,
question arose as to the moral health and conduct of those who have refered these
statements. For that we must take each and every hadith and check for the morals and
character of its author. This is one of those arts, of which we can proudly boast and
. which is little known anywhere else. We do not have the faintest bit of doubt on the
~ intention of narrators. Again the important question is, can we by this approach arrive
_at Truth? You can vouch for the individual’s character who is saying the hadith to
you, how can you say with authority that all the people who carried the words of
Messenger were sincere at heart or could be depended on. It is not the question of
having confidence in those writers, the most important aspect is, were they capable of
‘thoroughly understanding a statement and giving the correct interpretation of it. If we
can prove, that in two or two and a half centuries the words are capable of remaining
in their original form, then I think we have solved the greatest mystery of our
CUAES 103 It is impossible!

Maulana Abul A. Maudoodi has also something to say on this:

“These people (who believe the Hadith to be a part of Din), crushed the limits
of justice. Now we should rank the Hadith according to the degree they have
been granted. If for example when we read a sironger version, we must lel go
of its weaker counterpart. No doubt the material that is provided about the
pioneers is of immense value for future narrators of Hadith. The only question
is how far are these people completely trustworthy. After all they were all but
human and we must not expect them to go bevond the scope of human limits.
Nor can we guarantee they can compensate Yor the human lacuna. How are
you to say for sure. that whatever they are relating is fool proof. when the
writers themselves ure not sure about it? " (Taftheemat, part I, page 318)

He further writes: ¢

“The respectful Hadith writers have provided gargantuan volumes of worthy
treasure, but how can we say that il is absolutely beyvond doubt. (page 319) .

£ 1S not commenting on inadvertent mistakes, when he says:

“There is an evil in each one of us, and there lies a strong possibility, when
forming an opinion, that il shall interdict. "
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two' years, thls went on for a cruc1al penod Of two or two and a half centuries. And -
these centuries, mind you, were full of conspiracies and intrigues against the Islamic
ideology. How much truth is left, when sentences have been rnoving' from one mind
to another for this prolonged period of time, I shall leave it for you to imagine?

BENEFIT OF DOUBT

It would be worthwhile to mention Maulana Abul A. Maudoodl s criticism
here. In order to thoroughly understand the gemus of the Messenger, (what to talk
about the late comers in Hadith writing) he gives his critique on the pioneer Abu
Huraira® as follows :

- ‘Apparenﬂy, it seems that either Abu Huraira" was unable to comprehend

- Muhammad’s statement or he did not hear him completely... ..These kinds

of misinterpretations are not uncommon in our Hadith literature, sometimes a

saying has been clarified by another saying while there are others that are

still more ambiguous.” (Quoted from Tasneem, Ahadith number, Oet: 14,
1959) -

This was hlS v1ewp01nt on the interpretation of the first compiler on Hadith.
As far as transfering these interpretations to others is concerned, the same author
narrates in his book (Tafheemaat, volume, 1) as follows:

“Let us say Jfor example, 1 am giving a speech today and many thousands are
listening to me. Few hours later, after I have finished my speech (not months
or years, but only a few hours later), just ask the people as to what I was
saying. It will be observed that all translations will be different from each
other. Everyone will emphasize a different portion of the speech. Somebody
will take down word for word whereas another will interpret that sentence
according to his own understanding. One person will have a better mind and
will give the correct meaning of it, whereas another with limited intellectual
- capacity, may garble the true.meanings. One person maybe having a good
memory and may give you a word for word translation, whereas another with
a weak memory will make mistakes conveying the meaning to others.”

SAYINGS ATTRIBUTED TO THE MESSENGER

This was in fact the way in which the statements and parables of the
-Messenger traveled through two or two and a half centuries. That is absolutely the
reason when one reads the Quran we say it in all belief, (““31;,} iJ& ) “which Allah
promulgates.” When we begin to narrate any statement of Hadith we say “The
Messenger of  Allah. said...’ - And: ‘at. the end we say
€ I)/, i j.t}‘;u,ﬁdmﬂ: ) meaning “otherwise or as the Messenger might have said.”
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THE STATUS OF HADITH -

THE ACTUAL STATUS OF HADITH: -
Chapter I Continued |

Translated By
Abu B. Rana

E o o S o R S S o

From the above research, it is determined. the collection of parables and
teachings of the Messenger was an individual effort without any warranty from Allah
or any kind of consentfrom the Messenger. These findings also invite one to ponder
as to what would have been the condltlou of the DIN (Quran), if it was thrown at the
mercy of humankind.

It is widely discussed, we were fortunate that Imam Bukhari® and various
other religious scholars were able to make a collection, otherwise we would have
been (God forbid) robbed of our Islamic treasure. Some scholars go so far as to
exclaim that only one tenth of the knowledge is in the Quran and the rest of nine
tenths of the treasure is in the Hadiths. (No wonder nine tenths of the time the world is
at war with each other). Please give your serious attention to this. A God who
explicitly proclaims in the Quran that ‘the system of Din is now complete.” and after
hearing that can we even for a moment imagine, that the last of the Messengers will
leave so gargantuan amount of other knowledge about it at the mercy of fate? I have
grave doubts if that will make any sense!

INTERPRETED HADITH

It could have been possible, as we had seen with the preserving of the Holy
Quran, that the words of the Messenger be made to travel from heart to heart until
they were compiled in the form of a book. Their authenticity could have been. to
quite an extent vouched for. As we all know now. even this was not the story. The
Hadith books that are present today, do not contain the original sayings of the
Muhammad™®""!, These are interpretations of his gospel or sayings. As in common
conversation and literature we find sentences with ‘in other words.........." For
example the Messenger’s companion heard him say or utter something and reached
his own conclusion and delivered it to another companion in a different tone. then the
second one tried to understand and conveyed it to another companion: Now imagine
this going on. not for one day or two days, one or two months. not even one yvear or
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A perfect believer is that who is mce in behaviour and kind to his family members. (Tirmizi'
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