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Tolu-e-lslam hosts B8

Iftar party

4 section of the participaants \ ‘

- Bazm Tolu-g-Isiam hosted.an iftar party at the residerice of Akba rSased in Hawalli on Thursday. A large
number of people attended the party. _ . KuwarT
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BOOK REVIEW

Name of Book The H_olK/IQuran and Our Daily Life
Author Dr. Mir Mustafa Husain
) B.Sc.(Ag)B.Ed. . M.Sc.(Ag), Ph.D.(Kansas-IARI)
Publisher : The %uramc Education Some*t{_1
10-3-273/7, Humayun Nagar, yderabad 500 028.
INDIA.
L _ Phone : 221444
Price : Rs 60.000or$ 5

The work, The Hol Qﬁtmn and Our Daily Life, is an attempt 10
present the teachings o the holy Quran 1 simple and easily
understandable.Enﬁlls 1 language. Holy Quran, the last Divine message,
was revealed in Arabic langua e by Allah, the Almighty, on Prophet
Mohammed (S), the last pro&et in the series of the apostles _some
fourteen hundred years ago at akkah and Medina (Arabia), The Divine
message embodied 1n the Quran 1s miraculously preserved m 1ts original
form since Allah Himself has taken the responsibility of its preservation.

The Quran has enshrined the permanent Divine guidance which s
not bound by time. place, and ever-changing situations. The uranic
message is in reality comprehensive, com lete, casily understandable, and
%ractlcall adoptable. It is infact, final code o fife for the entire humanity.

he Book claims that 1 will bring perfection to p'_ersonal_lt%/, prosperity 1o
mankind, and real welfare to the world. All this is possib provided the
message is adopted sincerely, honestly and completely m our daily life.
And adoption of Quramc guidance 1s possible when the message 1S
understood correctly. w :

The present work - The Holy qu _
enable its readers, particularly the Lkn ish knowmg educated youth. to
have a fair idea about the message of the holy Quran and its guidance for
the entire humamtyf The focus 15 on the teachings of the holy Book m a
g(l)'emse manner. The contents are s;llread over 150 pa%es which have
urteen chapters viz. 1. Quran 3 “The Concept of Allah 3. Prophet
Mohammed (S) 4. Islam 5. Ibadaat (prayers 6. Moral and_ social
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Maulana Aslam Jairajpurl.

A BOOK WORTH BUYING




THIS IS MARCH 1996!

By

Miss Shamim Anwar

I'his 1s the year 1996! What's so peculiar about it? The reader
mieht query. Well, it could be that we are hosting the World Cup and
what 15 more, defending our title as well. So far so good. We wish our
Hovs preater glories and greater victories. -

However, I am thinking of 1996 in which year Pakistan is coming
very close to half a centiiry of its independence; to be exact, it will he 49
vears this August.  Also, it is 56 years this month in March since the
Lahore Resolution was passed. As a ritual we will make all the required
norses and gestures and then sleep over its sterile results for another year,
althougly the next year cannot be ignored so easily. We are going to

complete 50 years. So preparations are already afoot. No doubt it will be |

a vitual on a grand scale, but a ritual nevertheless.

What are we ritualising? Is it running away from the Hindu |

nigonlty, from their intolerance and fanaticism, from their hatred and
vendetta, for didn't we rule over them for a thousand years? Now it was
thew turn, you see. If Pakistanis are run-away people, running away from
the rise of Hindu Nationalism in fear and insecurity, then we have indeed
l:nd very negative foundations of our present and our future. Negativism
s self-defeating, and is it any wonder that we have regressed in trme (losi
i sheer emotionalism) and space (lost to Bangladesh)?

Nay, Pakistan was not the result of negativism, although Hindu
lndamentalism and vendetta is a fact of history. Pakistan Movement,
cimbedded i Igbal's Allahabad Address of 1930 and the Lahore
Resolution of 1940, was a very positive and a unique movement of the
twentieth century, perhaps the first of its kind since the period of the
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Kk hulfa-c-Rashidin.  As such its roots lie in thousands of years of humim
experience of the Divine Message revealed to the Ambiya, but at this
moment in history its fruits lie in centuries ahead.

Pakistan Movement, to begin with, was a tremendous challenge to
territorial, racial and lingual nationalism. It rejected the nation-State as in-
human. Its vision was that of universalism; it envisioned the human racce
as one human family inhabiting the planet Earth as its one single home-
land. Eric Fromm in his " The Sane Society" has psychologically analysed
the birth of Man as passive and accidental. Thus his ties to the soil and
blood is an existence on the animal level. Man is fully born only after
[reeing himself from these ties. This was the Quranic dream of Igbal--
The re-creation of Man into his kuman identity, which has been destroyed
by the nation-State based on soil and blood. '

At the same time, Igbal's relentiess battle against the status quo be it
monarchy, feudalism, capitalism, communism, slavery-—- need a role-
model. For a role-model, independent territory and authority is a pre-
requisite; for that.matter, for any system these conditions are necessary.
I'his was the rationale behind the demand for Pakistan. Commentators. get
confused whep they confront Igbal's universalism t?c‘;gether with his
demand for a separate state. They look upon it as a contradiction. In the
first place, territory is a means to an end not an end in itself, like a nation-
state is. Secondly, the Quran does not impose its system on an unwilling
populace. Tt presents an example for others to emulate, but never casts
even a shadow on the free will and choice of the humans. - This is the
philosophy behind the Quranic concépt of ""Hijrat” to move to a tem’loiy
(if the home -tér_ritory does not welcome the revolution) where the new
system could be impleménted. This is why Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad left their native land. A human can move on to any place in
his ecarthly home. (There were specific reasons why the territory
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Ik edan® was chosen for an experiment, but for the time being | leave
Ui 1o e referred 1o on some other occasion. ) :

l-urthermore. Igbal's vision, through the Quranic Concepts, saw nto
ihe  toture  decades ahead. In the clash  between capitalism and
Compunism, lgbal foresaw the collapse of communism because of certain
Lyunis m it basic philosophy. Capitalism with all its ruthlessness and
Iuatiee would then be without constraints and hence devastating for
hunuunty. Above all, capitalism is a self-perpetuating system based on
profit motivations and selfishness. When the inevitable happens (and
vollapse of USSR has taken place) Igbal hoped that there would bhe an
alternative to capitalism in the Pakistan's experiment as another option.
Today one can appreciate this foresight because the world is faced with a
Jdestructive uni-polar power, already described as " The End of History" as
Car as new options and ideas are concermned.

Talking of destruction, the Quran likes to see a group of people,
who unlike other groups, who at best only work and serve their own
interests, safeguard and protect humanity. The only justification for this
proup to exist is that it lives and dies for humanity, using its power and
technotogy for its benefit. That is how Iqbal saw Pakistan's global role.

[ fee! very intensely that unless the intellectuals of Pakistan research
and highlight these positive aspects of Pakistan Movement, 1ts progress
and development will ever remain marred by negativism and its resultant
lack of commitment both at leadership and mass level.
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