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country, to any particylar natlon but useful for (he whole of mankind,

Dr. Sayed Abdyl Wadud.
50-Usman Block
New Garden Town,
Lahore.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
GOD-MADE LAWS
AN

D
MAN-MADE LAWS,

You might have seen, when two motor vehicles collide
against each other, the driver at fault tries to run away in order to
€scape punishment. If he jg arrested by police he tries to offer bribe and
bring some "Sifarish" for the police officer in order to escape
Punishment. It is too bad to try to escape punishment after committing
a crime, by means of bribery or "Sifarish" and to get the case decided in
your favour, Why? |n order to understand this poirt, pay attention to
the case of the boy who had burng his hand. Had he put his hand inte
the fire, while sitting in a closed room, with no body to watch him, even
then he could not have saved himself from pain and punish-ment. No
bribery or "Sifarish" could help him. That js the fundamental difference
between the nonobservance of God-made laws ang the man-made laws,

¢ man who disobeys Mman-made laws, sometimes gets g chance to

€scape but there is not the slightest chance to escape after disobedience
of God-made laws,

Sometimes it so happens that one who commits a crime escapes
and somebody else gets punished in his place. But this can not occur
when a God-made law is disobey. It is im ossible that one man puts his
inger inside the fire hut another one feels pain instead of him, This js
he second basic difference between a God-made law and 3 man-made
w. It is also impossible in the case of God-made laws that one person
mmits a crime and another gets punished instead
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bound to fall in to disgrace and destrucllen. The Quran says:
S GUE A g
;\” ’/s.’: “C)ﬁ,ﬁj aifgn ’C\i’-’éa\li"""' ’=
(28:58) oGl (55

"And how many populalions We deslroyed. which exulled
In their life (of ease and plenty). Now (hose habilations of
theirs, after them, are deserted—all bul (miserable} few
and We are their heirs."

Again it Is sald: éﬂgj
(2558 06 R A s T
(a2:4m  OUghd) al ’"54153 %

"How many populations have We dt,stroyed which were given to
wrong doing. Their dwellings fell into ulter ruins. And many wells are
lying 1dle and also the castles lofty and well buiit.”

,,:ﬁmts'mr” IS 1858
(27:69)

"Say Go through the land and see what has been the end
of those guilly nations.”

The holy Quran has (hus made 1l abundan ly clear Lhat the basis of
downful and destruction of nations is {heir wrong soclal systems and at
the same time has presented hefore us the bastc principal of survival:

WG u‘-&..euvUt AR5 lafs
(13:17)

"For that which is for the good of mankind remains on the
earth.”

It means that that concept of life, that principle and that soclal
order survives on the earth which is beneficial (o (he whiole of mankind;
and that its uselulness is not lmited to any particular person, to any
particular group of people, {0 any parlicular pariy. {o any particular
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the leaders design. In fact the power of the Icaders lie In their followers.

~ Just as the leaders and (heir followers who belong to one particular
nation, together become the pieces of {he chain of rulné_tlion. similarly
one particular nation will reach destruction by biindly [ollowing another
wrongful nation. The holy Quran tells us that the nalfons who reach
destruction accuse one another [or their misleading role. Thus it is salid:

G720\ 20, 29§ 28 » SN #2 90 282 « f %
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"Untll they follow each other, all In to fire. Says the last
about the first; "Our Ruhbl It is these wito misled us: so

give them a double penally i the fire.” He will say:
Doubled for all: bui you do not understand this.”

It means that if a particular nalion lollows another perverse nation,
both shall get a double penitlly. Thus the holy Quran. has made i
abundantly clear that blind following of one nation by an other leads
both of them to the pit of fire. The Quran repeatedly impresses upon man
to use intellect and follow the path laid down by the divine guidance.
That shall lead you to a path full of glory, magnificence and delight. No(
to speak of the wrong path, the Quran ordains (o use intellect and think
before taking to the right path even: Thus It is said:

L1 Red el is98 5 s

v

(25:72) @E[.;:éﬂié

“Those who when they are admonished with the signs of
their Rabb, droop not dowtt at them, as If they were deal
or blind."

A nalion might gain bower and wealth by lollowing a wrong social
order but that ts only a {emporary phase. Ultimately such a nation is



Tolu-e~Iglam &5 March g2

was dificult for stmple minded people to get out of your tangle. Thus you
compelled us indirectly, to leave the path of divine gutdance and follow
you."

In ihe words of the holy Quran: | a 4
QEANELa R T3ha ) s
G | JBse o, #2504 85 JaBeugh
G L LI Guiska 2
SIS (25 bl F57

(34:32-33)

“The arrogant ones will say to those who had been
despised, "Was i we who kepl you back from guldance
after it reached you? Nay, rather it was you who
transgrssed.” Those who had been despised will sy to the
arrogant ones, "Nay it was a plot (of yours) by day and by
night. Behold! You (constantly) ordered us (o be ungrateful
to Allah and to atiribule equals lo Him,"

At yet another place It s sald that the lollowers shall request Allah
as fallows:

o2 BB T3 e o e e s
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{33:67-68)

"And they wonld say: "Our Rabb! we obeyed our chiels and
our great ones and they misled us us to the (right) path.
Our Rabb! Give then double penally and curse them with
a very greal curse."

The above descriplion has made il clear that bolh the leaders and
their followers are equally guilly. Leaders are gullly because they use
thelr followers as tools to achleve (heir nefarious designs; and (he
followers are gullty because they like a herd of sheeps get entangled in
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"Thus have We placed leaders In every town, s wicked
men, {o plot (and burrow} therein.”

-2 o e < { 4 L T
O AV 158K b adis
f1:116)
"Bul the wrong doers prrsued {helr enjoyment of the Hood
things of life by parasiiism and persisted in thelr lfe of

sin."

‘These greedy and sellish explolters become the leaders of their
nation and lead thelr carvan lo a market where there is no buyer of this
rotten commodity. '

The Quran says:
el R st
(14:28-29) OJhB! &%ﬂéﬂ&éﬁﬂm%} <t

"Have you not turned your wvision (o those who have
changed the favour of Allah inio blasphemy and caused
their people to descend (o the house of perdition. — i 1g
hell; they will burn therein, an evil place to stay in."

But 1t also nmust be kept in mind thai whereas the Quran accuses
the leaders, It does nof exempl the conmmmon man, 1 equally declares

their wrongful leaders, afier boih of them shall reach the hell. The people
shall speak to the leaders: "you have rulned us. Without you we would
have followed the right path.” The leaders shall say, "Il was your own
fault. The right path was befgre you. No body could prevent you to follow
that path. You yourselves are the sinners and accuse us for nothing,
"The people shall retum thelr argument by saying: "So far it s true that
you did not ask us verbally (o comnit ollences but day and night you
kept yourselves so busy in bringing about plots and conspiractes that ft
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question Is iImpoiiant and the Quran answers as follows:-
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"Because Allah will never change the grace which He has
bestowed on a people, until they change what is in their
own self. And verily Allah s lHe Whose power of hearing
and knowledge are boundless.”

In this small verse, the Quran has enclosed the philosophy of the
rise and fall of natlons — thal philosophy which can not be explained
otherwise in huge big volumes. The Quran says that the outer world is
the true image of the man's inner sell . As long as there Is no change in
its inner self, there can be no change In its ouler world either. Also that
the change in the ouler world is the prololype of the change In the inner
world. This change in the inner warld is termed by the holy Quran as
(ﬂ.ld ‘belief. It means that the correct angle of vision, right objective
and bellef in the revealed permanend values, make the internal forces of
man, get concentraied on one polnt; and its resulls are so wonderful and
so unpredicted that ene can nol imagine otherwise.

Bertrand Russel says: "Our present difficully is that we have
conquered the forces of nature o a considerable extent but have not
been able to conquer the forces which lie within ourselves. Sell-control
has always been the foremost teaching of every teacher of ethics but in
early ages a clear concept of it did not exist. However self-control means
how to utilise the external forces in subservience (o the correct values."

The Quran also tells us (hal corruptlon amongst nation, starls in
the upper ranks and {rom there I spreads and allecls the lower ranks.
The former indulge in a lile of ease, sellishness and luxury and invent
plots to keep thetr hold firm on their wrong system. They are parasites on
the lower ranks thus il is sald:

e EiTas F pllara
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(6:124)
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"Remember also the Aad and Thamuad people: clearly will
appear to you from the {traces) of their bulldings {thefr
fate): the evil one made thefr deeds alluring to them and
kept them back from (he (right) path , though Lhey were
gifted with intelligence and skill.

At yet another place it is said: E,f.s,,&é’:’ﬁ&ﬁ ;
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And We had Nrmly established them in a {prospetily and)
power which We have not given (o you, ang We had
endowed them with (facuities of) hearing, sé&ing and
intellect: but of no profil {o them were their (facililies of)
hearing, sight and mind, when they went on rejecting the

signs of Allah and they were (completely) encircled by that
which they used to mock al.”

In means that a nation who possess extremes of wealth, power,
means of living as well as the knowledge of the present day world but
who is so much indulged in selfish gains thal It keeps s eyes and ears
closed and is unable (o realize the end of the way Il Is proceeding, even if
the divine soctal system is presented (o them, these people object to il on
account of their selfishness, "

Thus according 1o Lthe holy Quran if a social order is based on self-
made laws and the divine ltws are rejected by the people who are wise
and far advanced In worldly knowledge, the nltimale resull is failure and
destruction.

The Quran says thal m the dark night of life, the dawn breaks
through, only when the sun of permanent values makes Iits appearance,
the values, which today are present in the pages of the holy Quran only,

‘The question arises af this juncture what is thaf thing which is
- missing, when the nations, possessing wealth, power, intellect and
knowledge, are doomed (o failure and ultimately meet destruction? The
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the commoners make together separate partles and these parlies sirike
against each other. All these conllicts result into the downfall ofl that
nation.

But what the Quran wanis (o Impress upon is that a nation even if
It possesses power, wealih, superfority In numbers and domination, i
shall not escape destruction, If thelr social order I based on wrong lines.
Thus it is sald;
Nl P2 sy
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"Do they not travel through the earlh and see what was
the end of those before (hen? They were superior (o them
in strength; they tilled the soil and populaled il in greater
number than these have done; there came to them their
apostles with clear (Signs) (which they rejected to their

own destruction); it was nol Allah Who wronged them but
- they wronged their own selves.”

At yet another place the Quran says that these people, who rejecled
Allah’s messages were nol savage or uncivilised; They were, on the other
hand, wise and intelligent, yet they did nol understand that their social

system stood on wrong basts. Thus il is sald about Aad and Thamad
people:
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“Behold you are (hose lavited to spend (of your substance
In the way of Allah. But among you are some that are
niggardly. But any who are niggardly are so at the expense
of their own self but Allah is free of all wanis. And it is you
who are needy. If you turn back {from His path) He wiil
substitute in your stead another people, then they would
not be like you."

At yet ancther place the Quran says thal the nallon that shall take
your place shall be betfer than yourselr {70:40).

CONFLICT BETWEEN MATERIAL FOR CES.;-

Conflict between material forces, The mutual conflict between
nations may only be on malerial level which means that none of (hege
hations has got a right type of soctal order, Aboud them (he Quran says:

AP F a4 BIATHA e
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{6:130)

"Thus We do make the wrong doers turn agalnst each
other, because of what they earn.”

On the other hand, the conilict may be between dilferent parifes
within a natfon. About them the Quran says.

’E’ijf&;j@‘;%—;;@gﬁ'&ﬁx ; /:ﬁ{&jg[ﬂl;s‘ﬁ
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Say: "He has power Lo send calamiliies on you [rom above
and from below or {o cover you with confusion in party
strife, giving you a lasle of mutual vengeance, each from
the other."

It means that Somelimes a despotic ruler galns power and the
common man gels crushed under hig rule. As a reaction the people rise
in revolt against him, And somelimes it s happens that (he leaders and
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But the Quran loudly proclalms:
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"Nay but you honour nol those who are left alone in the

society. Nor you encourage one another to feed those
whose life-earning business came to a stand still.”

On the centrary what you do is:

o BB Ul G R T sl ol
(89:19-20)
"You devour {their} inherttance (whicir they gel Irom their
forefathers) with greed. And 3}011 love weallh — So much so
- that you try Lo accumulate all that belongs to olhers”. You
established .a soctety which could lead to nothing but
humiliation: '

-39 3}./9'{ 4 tih “i 2y AT Sl g S
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(11:117) '
“Nor your Rabb wouid be the One lo destroy communities

for a single wrong doing, If s members were iikely to
mend.”

Now let us see what 1s meant by the destruction of a nation:

It does not mean that every individual of a wrong-doer nation Is
killed. But according o the holy Quran the destruction of a nation
means that she loses power, influence and authority and becomes
replaced by anolher nation. That s called ihe law of "Suceesslon and
Substitution of nations®

The Quran says: ;’GJE
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"Each period is according to law."

From the above It ts clear thal (he life or death of a nallon does not
occur by chance or by means of blind forces. It oceurs according to law:
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"But Allah has decided o execute a plan, that had to be
carried out, so that he who perishes must have an obvious
cause of his death and he who survives, must have an
obvious cause of his survival. And verily Allah is All-
Hearing and All-Knowing.

Thus neither the life of a nation is bestowed upon It as a gifl, nor its
death occurs by brutal force:

o0 OO HE BB T AN GBLs

"It was not Allah who imjured (or oppressed) them: they
Injured (and oppressed) their ownselves,”

At yel another place It is sald:

ELSNTE  Fr G R LT e e
{(4:147)
"What can Allah gain by your punishment, If you are

grateful and you believe? Nay, it is Allah that recognizes
(all good) and knows (all things)."

(89:16) .
Any nation mighl says thal:- égs LSIL;;

“My Rabb has humiliated me [withou! a cause).”
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“Then he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (lound)
heavy, will be in a life of good pleasure and satisfaction.
But he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (found) light
will have his home in a (botiomless) pit."

It so happens because the constructive deeds go on neutraling the
effects of bad deeds, side by side:

AR ':\—"-OJ,' )

(11:114) i
“For, those things that are good remove those (hings that
are evil."

Thus if the side of deslructive deeds in the balance goes on getting
heavy, that nation gradually proceeds towards destruction, so much so
that its people are unable lo realise even, that they are drifting towards
downfall. In the words of the Quran:

' 20{ 9\ 4 R 2o 2 » prd s
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"By degrees shall We punish them from directions they
perceive not."

If a nation mends Its ways during the course of its wrong actlon, it
can save itself from falling in {o the pil of fire bul when it reaches the
final stage then there is no chance of return:

5} 4”:}1’ “N 2z er,, ZHy o
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"But there is a ban on any population which We have
destroyed; that they shall not return.”

The ttme allowed for the relum is determined according to the
nature and severlty of wrong deeds. The {erminal slage of this phase of
allowance is termed .. ,.‘. by the holy Guiran:
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lead a difficult life. That experience is true indeed., but you cannot
observe the effects of any concept of life or adsyslem of life and the fate of
nations that organise (hat syslem, fna shorl span of time. It mlg}it
require centuries to do it. That is why the Quran has said that a day of
universal laws comprises centurles. The people question why this
destruction does not come scon? The answer {s that the law of requital
stands firm but it takes Ume o get the resulls of actions performed:

Y “ z-{, -~ < e 297 -
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"Yel they ask thee 1o hasicn the punishment. Bul Allah

will not fall 1n His promise. Verlly a day in ihe sight of thy
Rabb is like a thousand years of your reckoning

The measures to ascertain the length of life and death of nation are
different from those for the life of ndividuals.. Thus if the resull of the
wrongful deeds of a nation, does not appear earller, it should not give an
Impression that iis deeds are not being counted. In-the universal balance
even a minutest deed is being weighed:

» T ﬁ’{ i ’. At
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"Then shall anyone, who has done an aloms weight of
good, see it. And anyone who has done an aloms weight of
evil, shall see it."

But as in the case of ndividuals, the laws for the health and il
health or life and death of nallons is that as long as the balance on the
side of good things is heavy, the natlon sinvives and progresses; but
when the balance on Lhe side of wrong action gels heavy, the downfall of
the nation begins:
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destruction.

Next question arise, afler all what Is the purpose behind the
domination of truth over falsehood, and what is the force behind it? The
Quran says that the machinery of this universe has gol a purpose behind
It. It is not a thing in vain: -

q/’ 'i il R xS (W prapf-ar <[ -~
"We crealed not Lhe heavens and the earth, and all that is
between them, merely an idle sport.”

an SR S5 P gtic

"We created them not except for just ends, but most of
them do not understand.”

They think that the universe has auwtomatically come inio existence
and that all its activiiies are without any purpose. This is a wrong-

concept. In fact all the activiles of the universe are meant (o produce
specific results;

Gy, L ALl [T LT B VAL P L P
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"So that He rewards those who do evil, according tg their

deeds. And He rewards (hose who do good wih what Is
best."

Because the creation of the universe has got a purpose behind it,
any concept, any action and any system of life which s consistent with
the truth and the permanent values, shall keep alive and undergo
development: And anylhing that goes against it and is detrimental to the
construction and development of humanity, shall perish. '

The questfon may be raised atl this point that it is an every day
experience that wrong doers prosper and people who are honest and Just
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this theory and said thal the conflict is nol belween ideas but between
economic systems. An econonic sysl'em orlginales, grows and when i
reaches its maturity, anolher economic sysiem lakes is place. When
Hegel was asked, "Whal is the lorce acting behind (his conflict"? He said,
"it 1s a historical necessity”. According to this theory the entire universe
is without any purpose and without and any objective: an idea is neither
good nor bad; nor an idea or a social order has got an {nherent capacity
of development and permanent stay and neither there is any force which
controls the machinery of this universe for a definile purpose. Some
blind forces which are working mechantically, are the cause of mulual
conflict and the helpless man is being crushed between (hese forces.

QURANIC PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORICAL EVENTS:

But the Quran presenis an entirely different philosophy of hisiory.
The Quran says that a Conslant conflict 1s going on in the universe
between .éa.-...lrulh ancl .&L.l'ﬂlsehoud. Ttaqy' Is slable and
immultable; its resull is construction and evolution. Opposite Lo it ‘Batil’
is ever changing and unstable. It resulls In lo distegration and decline. In
this struggle beiween (ruth and falschood, the truth is hound (o succeed
and overpower In the end; because o gain power is Inherent in ils very

nature: 7
Qe e bl 5

"Nay We hurl the truth againsi falsehood." |
What is the result?

' LA At IR Rttt
The result ts: ”U@‘)’s hL’ a'u“?’
"And it knocks oul lls brain and behold [{ﬂschood does
perish.”

~2f % -7
(21:18) ®@;°*9’L9CE3’% 3

And woe be o you, for any thing that you ascribe against
this concept, The [lalsehood resulls in nolhing but
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* o
those who earn their lvelthood by hard labour, are called (:):,’ At
This is a specific Quranic term. Mulraleen' always apposed the social
order based on Divine laws. Verse {21:13) says that they shall be warned
fo return to their lofly palaces and give an account of their hoarded
wealth."

(21:14)
"They sald: Ah! Woe {o us. We were Indeed wrong doers.”
The wealth we possessed was galned by “Uo or unfair
means.

2 9 ra8R s Erap V22 I8 2 NREAE
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"And that cry of theirs ceased nol, (il We made them as a field thal
is mown, as ashes silent and quenched.” -

In the verse (21:12} it is sald, "When they fell Our punishment.” It
means that the destructive effects of wrongful social orders start building
up from the very beginning but they are not being feil at this early stage.
They grow silently until they appear in a palpable from.

We have also seen that the laws according to which the life and
death of nations is decided are termed by the Quran as ﬂlw
which means that the law of requital which is present from the very
beginning is tmmulizgble:

6‘5\33,’293:\ @C@ 8
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"You can never find a change in the working of the Divine -
laws." -

In modern limes Hegel and Marx presenled a theory based on {he
philosaphy of history. Hegel sald: "An Idea originales, grows, and reaches
its pinnacle, and then declines. The course of its decline Is the origin of
an apposite Idea from within. The new kica mcels the same fate and
these events occur successively. The whole history is a story of the
struggle belween the conflicling 1deas.” Marx made an amendmeni in
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“But their professing the belief when they (actually) saw
Our punishment was not going o profit them. (Such has
been) Allahs way of dealing with His servants (from the
most anclent thmes) and even thus did the rejecters of
Allah perish (utterly).” h

At yet another place the holy Quran says:
f:/ £ 2{{Zw~25 » T
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"How many were {he populations We ulterly destroyed
because of their Inequities, setting up in their places other

peoples.”
elotesavtr B T bttty
(21:12)

“Yet when they fell Our punishment coming lhejr {tried to)
flee from #.*

And We said:
A3 A3 STE WA 3EEY

(21:13) ® Oatos ST 2S4S

"Do not run away bul return Lo the good things of your life
(which you got by parasitism) and to your homes in order
that you may be called into itccount.”

54 2
The word jg..\a)ﬂ[m the above said verse is significant. The
r'd
word with root¢l9..J . .¢2% . .means good or pleasant things in life, 2 life
of Juxury and extravagance. People who live easy lile, being parasites on
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clear and (lllustrations) [rom the history of people who
passed away, before you, and an admonitiorr for those who

believe."

The Quran Warns the non believers as follows:
e R R A i CCL AL p2 < URT
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"Do they not travel through the earlth and see what was
the end of those before them? They were more numerous
than these and superior in strength and in the traces

{they have left) in the land: Yel all that they accomplished
was of no profit to them.”

First, Allah sent towards (hem His messengers In order to warn
them of their misdeeds which were leading them to destruction, they
rejected them and told them that they were well satisfled with their own
way but at last the wrath ol Allah which they scofled al, encircled them:

29,2027 izt g 2 Bl s
{40:83) ®®’W" ‘;LibJB[.o,o@!’ULB
"For when thelr apostles came (o them with clear signs,
they exulted in such knowledge (and skill) as they had,
but that very {wrath) which they scoffed at, encircled them

(leaving no way of escape).”

What happened next{?

ssa25aly et IS 3156
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(40:84} ,
"But .when they saw QOur punishment they said: We
believe in Allah,- the One Allah-and we reject the partners
we used to associate witly Hun.”

v
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" RISE AND FALIL OF NATIONS DEPENDS ON
THEIR SOCIAL SYSTEMS

The laws revealed to the messenger of Allah for the guidance of
humanity are immutable. They comprise two dillerent categories: those
for the individuals and those for the nations. The laws for individuals are
related to physical life, as well as for the development of human
personality. As far as the nalions are concerned, although they comprise
groups of individuals yetl their psychology has gol ils own individualily
and peculiarity. The Holy Quran says that nations who lead their lives in
consistence with the revealed laws i.e., organize their social order based
an such laws, meet success, glory and an exalled position: And those
who act against these laws meel {allure and ultimalely destruction. This
is known as "the collective Jaw of requilal,” which Is as immulable as (he
law of requilal for Individuals. According to the Holy Quran, history is a
record of the colleclive laws of re-requital. It lells ns lhat so and so a
nation, when '_It organized s social order, according {o so and so a
concept of life, the resulls produced were specifically peculiar to that
concept. It was the Holy Quran that gave first of all the concept of the
Science of History. The Quran aitaches such a greal Importance Lo it that

" it relates the history of bygone nations, In order (o prove the truth of the

Quranic fundamental principles. Thus when i is said that so and so a
nation shall meet destruction if it acls in a way opposile to that
prescribed by the revealed laws, you can prove the truth ol this assertion
by going through the history ol the pasl naitons. This way ol pulling to
test the Quranic truths is open lo all. Thal is why the Quran lays greal
stress on the study of hislory and says that it shall benefit you in two
different ways. Firstly that the evidences which the Quran claims, shall
come to the surface and secondly thal you shall be able o judge yourself,
1fybur own aclions are in the righl direction or not. Thus 1l Is said:
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"We have already sent down 1o you slgns, making things



