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Sir Sycd Abmed Khon as an Educationist p14AA %/j : f M

’y To collect funds for the proposed coltege,

3 Tp make them politically eonscious and educate them in the teachings of
Islam alongwith wesiern sciences.

Ay To create among them feelings of brotherhood, and

5] ‘T bring the children of Muslim familics 0 a place where they should
live and leam together and develop feelings of muwal sympathiy."' 21

alongwilli these points be realised the importance of the mother-tonguc as
e prediun of cducation wnd progress. Bul mare will be said about it Tater.

Lyuipped with this expericnce and knowledge he was ready 10 go back 1o
Lave his "drowning people”, peeple whu could not even recognise their saviour,
li he was determined 10 say and do s best, for he had already made his plans
while in Engtand to start a new magazine on his et called "Tahzibul-Akhlag',
(Muhammatlian Social Reformer). He bought enpugh newsprint to last a year and
prepand 2 Plock for the frontispicee of the magazine,

In Chelober 870, he sailed back bome, /’




PldAL Fb

[ chiaper T

educatgd and illitcrate, when conrrasted with the English in education, manmers,
uprightness, are ag Hke themn as a dity animal is to an able and handsume man
S bam ned surprised 10 muy cosrtrymien are shocked ar what T say ... What 1
have seen and scer duily, is utterly bey ond the imagination of 2 native of India, If
any of my countrymen do not helieve what T say, you may certainty pul them
down s [rogs and fisties."1® He then cxplains that this i3 all due o cducation,
“This is afl the result of the facl thar bath e men and the women are educaled
and that the entire nation sels much store by the cultivation ol this beauty unif
excelience. 16 the people of India al lurge could also hecome edecated, then, by
virue af her nulural advantages, she could become, if not superior to England, at
livesd i1 eequal. ™!

He then spoke of the innumcerable evening study circles where abl kinds of
subjects were discussed. The gencral level of education ard leracy  was
nateworlhy, e ralks about one Miss West wh borrowed a serious religious
book from him to pass ber time when she was ill.1% Then he s impressed by a
maidservant who along with being vory elficiient, can read and write and erjoys
reading her daily newspiper, 19

sceing all this ha was annoyed "almost beyond coneol” at the indiflerene
and apathy of his countrymen, and "his it hand congact with wesiem Lifo made [
him mare firm in bt conviction thal India's salvation lay i discarding its .;
medieval ontlook and taking Lo rew ideas and methods. 20

Hence be spent congiderable time in visiting educational institutions, the
most important being the Cambridge University, He studied s organisativr, its
method of working and mode of teaching. e was thus able Lo formm a cicar ides
of what the necds of his own counlry were. The idea ol establishing a separate
college for the Mustims had taken shape in his mind, He wrote about his plans to
Mahdi Ali. And then, with the help of his son, Syed Mahmud, (who had been of
tromendous assistance 10 him because of his own ignorance of the English
tanguage) and some fiends the following points weme lald down for the
educational programme for {he Indian Muslims:

"1} To erudicate fram the minds of the Muslims (heir prejudice against the
study ol westem scicnees and literature,

14 Ihid pages 183-184.
1T Ihid pages |RS-18F
L4 Ihiid priggres 187 | R
I Il puges 1o 198

B A Moty of the Eresdian Movament Valill Fus [) pigss 48 462, E
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Sir Syed Almned Khan a3 an Fducationist

Moty 12

Sceing such philanthropic deeds wd such achievements hused
the pringiple of setl-help, Syed Ahmed was full of apuish about the chi
s owil people. He wrale thus: T row sk my fellons-countrymen, humd
respectfully, whether these people are human beifigs or are we - We. whd
pngrossed in ourselves like animats, we. who are so lacking in self-reliancd
we gxpect the govermment 1o do everything for us, educating our hoys, cduy
o ghals, even teaching then their religlon, It is a thousand pities thit this i
really is a crying shame. We arc nol fit 1o show our faces o the people of
vivilised country.”13

Syed Ahmed's TesOUICES WCIC limited and thete is & 1ok more that he woul
fiave liked 1o see, He wis also wiiting his "Esmays on the Life of Muharnmad”
answer 1o Sir William Miur's binpraptiy of Muhammad, Nevertheless he w
aisle to meet many distinguished people and attend funclions, mainly through 1
ot offices of Lord Lawrence. He mel many Dukes and Lowds and attended
pantivs and dinners where ke mict people of upper ¢luss, including the wonmen, He
Ao tmixed with the middle ¢lass and visited the homes of the poor. He saw
depanmental steres and met businessmen. He visited muscums and parks. He
anended the levee of Queen Victonia and the Prince of Wales. He also witnessed
the 1aces at Dechy, Above all he mel Thomas Carlyle of "Here and Hero
Wislip” fame and attended readings given by Charles Dickens,

At oMl these meetings and functions he was impessed by the dignity and
pelinement of the paople as compared 10 the wncouth and boisterous Indians. He
Jecidod w write all this down to the Seeretary of the Sclentific Sockely founded
by him huck home. He wamned that he would not "hide the truth [or fear of
pltending the members ol your society. 10 1do so, I should myself be commmitting
the sl with which T charpe my compaiints.” 14

I his letter e wiote that no doubt e English showed fack of politencss
IR eanteipuoously treating the Indians like anmimals, bat he said that i is our
miklake 1o say that lhey thought us w be animats. "We are in fact as such.”

Fle farther goes on o say that nyithout Maering e English, [ can truly say
it W phves of Tiodia, high and low, merehants and pesly shopkecpers

7 U e 111 172
I Tadpage LM
c .4 Dedpage 181
H id page 112
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Erom Alexandria he boarded the ship "Poona”. With tum iravelled de
Lesseps of Sucz Cunal fame, He was going back alter completing s project.
Syed Ahmed was told by a fdend that when it was suggested o him that the
Canal should he numied alter him, de Lesseps replied, T shall feel more grateful
and honowred if, instead of the canal being named after me, it is named after
Erance.” Sved Ahmed wis full of admiration for de Lesseps, and wrote " aplaud
the brave amd large-heared man, who held his country™s fame so dear as to
cquate it with his hean's desire and his personal honour. Al the same time 1
Jamented the state of my own people, who are steeped in mutyal jealousy, enmity
and boasilulness, ™ '

Sycd Abmed was sorry that some of (he Mediterrancan istands, Capri,
Corsica and Sardiniy were passed by at night, and he missad the home of the
brave Garibaddi. " had a great desire o pay homage to the brave Garbiakdi's
thatched hut, immensely more honourahle and respected than all the big palaces
of the Ceasars. 1 am very sorey thas T was deprived of this honour because we
passcd by ok nighe, 10

He was (hrilled by the well-lit, clean and beautiful strects of Marzailles,
Pacts. mid Versaitles, their architecture, public parks and rostaurants and inns. His
emphasis on cheantiness is notewodhy all though his Journal.

owevet, he was upsel by a painling he suw in the palace ol Versaifle. U
depicted the capture of the women ol Abdul Quitir, the former king of Algeria, in
a dishonourable manner. "13ocs it behove the French w hang such @ painting in
the Palace? ........... it il in keeping with the French civilisation?" 11

Near Bristo] he was most tmpressed by the engineering feat of the English
in building the suspension bridge at Cliffon. And then commented as [ollows:
"When you consider that these achicvements, which were beyond the power of
even kings,, are producls of the determination, generosity and awarcness of Lhe
pcople themselves, your respect {or this nalion is increased. When you consider
farther that this is a bridge buill only for the public good, and net a king's castle
or an amir's palace, or a mausoleem of somebody’s [ather or grandfather, or
some Raja Babu's pavillion, the impression made on you is greal, indeed,
especially il you are an unfortunate Indian fult of enthsiasm for your country’s
progress and, in rewm, subjected te harsh criticism by your follow-couniry-ma
whom you know to be steeped in sellishness, self-indulpence, joalousy a

T Towd pages 117119,

% 10 Thid page 122,
sk WL " b oecwwos 0 A 144
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aradine Moy fie curse of God fall on the Jiars. Dead arg gore are e nepte

Me s 1o build pear-siodded palaces. Foolish charities Pt kingd dea't brild
wen huiy i Heaven,

“The Faras, on the other hand, have made a It ¢f progress. They nave
e loped hwir way of dressing into 4 fine style; all Parsz ko o pocr, s
bke “They Mithand change their clothes regularly and Tig i 4 cleanly memnet.
ey nluo huve emterprise; they go 1o distant places for in and SeTvice g are
lesdlily going alead in culture and cducation, They paying altentizn 1o
#male edvcition and, as there is no purdah system arory iom, tnoy have
(ahlished woid schogls for their girls. Every Parsi knos English and yet is
tewd (st i the ohservance of his retigion, strictly seting ony mjunections. s

This conttast of culture between the Memons ang the Pars 5 Syed
hmed seek il s 3 conteast between (he emptiness and stagarion of the megieval
yd. Al the ineaningflness and virility of the "New Lighy™ in the sane Wi
hon be sees e Egyptians and the Turks skillfully Manniag the railways in
pehich e travelled from the Suez 1o Alexamdria he is IMErssed, a1 the more so
prcaune e wiviched Indians cannot do this even, but b laments the fao1 that
ey ar Dol Lrealive and sciendfic enough. "But what is wor, portkicting in the
ARy Lulwiys is that the carriages, 1he water pumps, the water towers, (he
Hwny irack, ul all kinds of equipment needed in the Rilway workshop down
. Lha me et i, are manufactured in ¢ither Engiand {r Fra]’l{!&: not phe of these
"'Ill 1 mnde in |':t_-}'p[ or Tutkey'.?

He was very sensitive to cleantiness and considered it g} 4 patt of 2 way of
Aboul 1he Epyptians he wrote: "But another regrei]e thing atout the
RN 1wy workshop was that it was unspeakatily ditry as compared with
gligh workshop, There was no cleanliness about the railway track and the
Jlorw; the lanicrs did not scem 10 bave been cleaned fop motiths, the jon
for waltring (he engines, embossed with beautifyl figral designs, were
govered with dint and scum. The canals I have described earlier were i
MALY: nowhere did 1 sce a road on their banks; the eanh dug out was still

) ahebronscd

" fmillﬂ'ﬂt'{ﬂy NCAINCSS :Hld lj.c."'.T.El'il}-' darc 1!'1|}DIT1 in the_ Eu;ﬂp‘:an& Thi.s i}i
o with 1l people of other continents, though the people of some Asian
certinly possess refinement "8

hhm pagen M1 %)
papes 10511,
i HET
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cxpericnces has {lwss been preserved as 4 yaluzble docurmnent it {he study of Syed
Ahmed as an educitionist, Hadi Hussain says that hig “Travel Jowmal” shows
(hat he “loaked al everytung writh a student’s Tresh eves; but hehind the stadents’
oviy wis 3 dodicated teacher’s mand, converiing everyiiung icaml into & lesson 10
he imparled.” Tndeed, his stay in England was «3 remarkable picce of sk [-
cducation, which hroadened his oullook and gave him fresh jdeas and new
hopes.”* But his was ot hlind imdtation of the glamourous and the superiicial.
1o fact his later life shows i SCRSE of digerimination and evaluaiion with relerence
to some political and social concepts. Hali says that "he saw everylhing: he
ignored the defects of weslem civilisation and picked up 1t good fealures. Arud
this evalualion wis not that of 2 fun loving SpeClatdT and tourist, bul was Secn
with the eyes ol a patriot, [all el anguish, pride ang” forchading.™ The deRirs 10
serve bis poople wis IMLense. He could mot bear the hackwardness. Even 2
minutest incidend i bis daity life would otir ins him the desire and thi enthustasm
ro educate his people. He iournt his heart” i see the contragt in the progress and
(he stagnation of the %0 people, the English and tus own, respeatively.

In cssence, the "Travel foumal” immerialises Sycd Ahmed’s " awakened”
spitit, It CRPICSSLS his boundless endhesiasm, hig imellecial Cunosity, his sCns
of ohjectivity, his rnional and seicntilic approdei. Since this atitede of his
touches the fundamental approach 10 his educational policy, it becomes LnpoTkant
and it i5 well wornhwhile L mention Some of his commenis and thoughts, Here 18
one on the Memons amid Parsis of Bombay:

“The Memens 4ress well, tic Arab ‘ymamas’ 1ound their heads, ride in
hugpis” and seck to distinguish thernselves in sheer yanitics. Beyond these
things they nave made no progress, They are very fond of building tnOSQUES.
Many 4 Memen soeks epown by manlaining a chariiahle mess of some 0T wih
4 *madrasa’ aached. There is o paid mulla’ D charge of the ‘madrasa’, and the
so-called gtudenis are all mentally retarded adults, who gt free food feom the
moss, go through 1he motions of learning 2 lesson oF two 2 day and then g0 Qut 10
coach Bemon childen or 10 colleet alms &8 pmfcssiﬂnal pegoars. 1 was
extremely soiry © learn of this siale of alfairs and thought 1O mryself, “This i% the
kind of thing that happens when a people fafl on cvit days'. Thest Memons spend
a 1ot of money, but in such a {oolish way ot they gain nothing. whelhet
spiritually or temporally, execpt {hat for & short UME, peoplc ik of this or ot
womon's “mradrassa’ oF that a few fanatical rpqullas” Tatteringly tell them that by
puilding their 'madrassas’ they have bulll nearl-studded palaces for {hemsclves In

e
3 Haddi Musgain - “Syed siumed Khan" page 95

4 Abdul Hamad - rafushim Sepdratism’ DRge 11.
5 Alal Hossain Habi - "Hayate-Javaid” page 1z
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CHAPTER i

THE GREAT EXPERIENCE

Syedd Akt s owe bave zeenrn, had boldiy amnd honestly accepred the
appwentat iy obahe 1ot e armes and inowisdom. This had wade bim unpapular
Wb e e oneereative chements it the sociedy, the Ulemas, dow be decidod
o Lk anwlier sl winelomide him all the more wopopular, Be decided to visit
Il oenl

Phadr o i cver sinoe the "ASuting” he had beon oving with the dea of
wesiliigs Dot anil seeing with his own eyves and pessemlly experivnieeing the
vkl ot Bnbsl power and progress, As he realished more and more the
e b, e et e ntbe of cdecation inoatienal atiiedes and chirueler b felt thae
Bew v e bzt Tid become indispensable, He mentioned severab times w0
Hate v A1 abicelive cannpt e Wled unless T am personably acquaieied
witl tine e ieios ansd selkodology of English education.”! In his application

cobie e reeen i leave [or Enpland? ke wishes o sel an exaniple [or other

Bl e 00 E e Lk Tootsteps, he appoals 10 the Briish Indmo Government o
charmn, o e e o vasil England so ity cun be eyc-witness ta the peculiar
a b o - ol weslern culture and civilisation aod gel spme idea about the
wealthe po L od wisdien of the Enplish and thoichy dewn a fesson [rom dhem
i e s ey, ndustry, agriculture, medical amd charitable insulationg and
e ool s cl i citics. This understanding will be good for the wellore of
bndegs et e Beer understinding botween the Engliste amd the Indians,

vioe Loy i decided 1o go, 1o obstacle was going 1o be o big for him. He
gl et e cnoagh Gnsneial resources sa he sold his Lbwary which contained
AbIne e nenscripls and martgaged his ancestral home, He left Benares in
HIsY oo cnmes! 4o India i Octeber, 18700 His stay abroad thus Tusted lor a
Year il tre menths, He socanded his experiences and obgervalions in the foom
of article ool deners, Upto Qetober, 1869 they were published in “The Scientific
Jocic v M oegring”, Bat his strong fanguage and irrlaing meraphaors annoyed
bt o iueenigible, They could nardly be cxpected to understand Syed
y ARtad L iments @nd ehivcdives. So the publication had o be discontisued.
Bin be g esed himsel! frokdy and homestly 1o his friend Mahdi Al in the
{etiney I woale Gime This Ulravel JToumal” was later puldishzd in "Tahzibul-
AR, o mpevine he staved afier retuming o India. This record of bis

I Al o el - "Hﬂ}'ﬂil::j.“.\diﬂ ' page 203,
: “.'Ilﬂrl!lll,i'll |r'|“'i-:'].]]:".gL"3 }.1}22':.}3.
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by (he Muslims, and no ficry typhoon arase about wiich it was e abbeped Dl 1t
was raised by the Mughms." 13

s in Lhis conrext that Syed Ahmed’s palicy of recongiliation can b Tully
appreciated. His haoklel on the "Loyal Muhammedans of Tndia", his analysis of
the "Causes of the Mutiny," his rReview of Hunter's "On Indian mMussalmany”,
his "Cenntentary on the RBible”, his s pamphlet on the Injunctints about Hating
wilh People of dic Book”, his attitude towards the Enstern Question and 1w
dismemberent of the Ouoman Empire - all these were his efforts to pave the

wav Tor peace and ynderstunding between the English and the Muslims. ‘They

were all very serious and Sensitive issucs tut he fided them over with coutuge
and sinceroty. He made the English and the Muslims realise what was best for
batlt ol them. Out of the ashes of the old, he wos now poised 10 CICate 4 new
wartd.

13, Ahaf Husrain Hali - "Hayate-Javaid” prge 155-156.
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B My Alioedd Khan as an Fducaignist

ance with podern knolwedge and development, the condition of
Bt preople soukd pat impreve. Translation became alk the mote HECEEsury Cause
ol et prejudice against the English langunge. 1 Thus & “Translation Sociely”
il in 1864, laer o be nown as "Sciengilic Speiety”. 1t issued @
papet o il 0WTL later transformicd into Aligarh Instie Garelic, He a1s0
4 seheol in 1863, Earticr, he ha! opened one in Maradabad in 1859
More will he said about these imporant developments i the snocecding
needs o be emphasised here i¢ Lhe importmee and the urgency
g the "New Light™ among his peaple.

Withumt (il

WY palidHisl
T

chapiers. What
st e Alumed fele aboul spreadin

4 Taw and order. in favour of

Mo, Lo achicve this, India needod poace an
Huk iy, concrote oxamples could be ciled from me cxperenee of the
past. There hail been relialive peatc afler the British geeupaiion of
o 1857, not only thil cconomitc condilions had
ihey flousished culfuraily as webl
the British

Lrpesicc
idelin i LBU3 From 1803 L

seople cnjoyed mort affluence,
College, established in 1827 by

western knowledpe. It produced peope ke
Zakaulinh and other emninent personalitics.
leomed peace and e genieral amnesty

peoved Wl |
There 1% the example of the Delhi
[esidient Corumissioner, 10 irnpart
MNarir Al Altaf THussain Hali,

[ bt 18 why Syed Ahmed graiclully we
declatest by (ocen Vipworia )2 "Aler a long petind of unmitigaled glavery”, he

i, 1t was orduined front o hiph, that the destinics of India should be placed in
U huds v an erlightencdd nation. The Hindu and Muslim gOVEITIMETHS of the
[isd wore stk qutocrats, standing neither far the Hindu Dharama nor foor Muslim
Sharial. They Joeked npon might as right. The British alone, with their love of
probity, justice and toleration are fitted 1o rute over the vast and varicd masses of
Incin .. W cannnl cxpect anylhing beticr from Russia, Prussia or any othet

power.”

0 1aking advantage of this siluation and
ranpemenit belwoetl the

This was the et
polilical apd moilikary movement
ely

hich Muslims were held st
cieties and conspi eacics by the Fromntier group afies
k here for Sycd Ahmed’s programme. In anguish
FRoiWmed "No culumity stared from heaven which, befare reaching ihe
el o otk thet o aff e Mussalmans, i a1l the English (TSI pl e
1 ] saw during (hose days | imvariabiy marked onc ting, namely.
1 fhischicvous ereept Muslins, dMuslims, nuslims, N0 priekly

' Mdlyl llll‘lul wivch it was wiriel Thatk ity seed was ST

- 751

Pul Ihere wis oue serions hiteh 1
gunohing hix alucafiomal programme.
dlah gl the Muslims. The {1y years of

the Mushims, the reutiny” for W

nalble, ame! 1l seerl 50
y* podlutcd ihe atmosp
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venbtution becomes weak amd the werking of his vunous organs oo their
Pransie, he becomes vulnerable 10°all kinds of discasos. Same s i o7 4 1o,
Whenit declines i does not deching in one aspecl of fife alore; iF tkes in i wide
wavep everything: religion, ethics, education, wumfuiness, honesty, crvilisution,
wedlth, dignity and virility."® This indeed is & frighiening spectacie for any
nedentier. Referring (o this challenge he added. "1hose who wish 1o srbve for
wiormis on all fhese [ronts, are nonplussed as to how can thev refom each iz of
Ihese gvils, one by one. There are too many cancerous arowihs, But vhen one
considers, ane secs that there s no other solution but educason, 3

Thus acconding to Syed Ahmed, the panzcea of all these evids is odsoation.
Thest evils were the manilestation of a distored vision on life; sdezaion must
cormect that vision. A coreeeted vision would place everviting i perspective and
create halange in the life of the peeple. He irdzed had grest (aith in the role of
elucation it creating an educsted mind. His optimisin jx nelewanbfy when he
says: "Al socio-polittcal ills of Indin may be cured by 1his trealm e Cure the
ool and the tree will Slourdzh” Ther again: Anoneducuted hemon mingd is 'ike
d ey marble black; ay [omg as it is novwmched by the bmd of 3 sealer L. so
foryg ils splerdou, its beawiful forn, s bewdtching volours and ils One desians
remain conceated, " Sved Ahmed's writings and speveter ars repl e w4 sech
exhortation 1o his nation, and his [uilk in the bosic poudnoss of san What
matiered was the ioherens potertial of the human mind and seaet, 510 that is
present, then the rest is upto us as e how this potetiial is awokened wnd
unfilded. I the speech quoted above he gave cxumples of same Amcricen
negroes who were so dedicaled o theit masiers Qw0 ke vaster disg o i they
were transfereed from one master w anagher, they comminted suic i s hangng
herisehves, Then there 15 the instanee ol "sati” wher the womae e ew iersell en
the funcral pyre of her hushund. Syed Atmved ssid hae s is 2 barharig
expressicn of wnoble sentimem. They are noble savages. “They cao e wtined by
ihe influence of education.” Eurlier he tad said thal "man's spivit has 1o be
vhiseled i shape by educalion. 12 Hencoiorh bis manilesio s gning o be
eduvide, eiducate, edecae,”

Dmee by cicvinesd ol s, he decidad 0 do sonhing ot in Tn 1862
Wl leunindesoad o Mugadabwd 1o Ghisdpor, Liali says that fespite of his
Ml dotlon, Bou sIlal ad meu-official, be plannzd 1o sel up o seeiviy o
R @l schobaly Taeaks from Fraglish o the venocelar Lanpoage,

b+ Vulwne |12 [uge iy
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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan as an Educatonist

“madness” 4 He worked and worked hard and there is hardiy an aspect of national
Tife that he did not touch and leave his mpacl o0

Cime point was very noteworthy at this stage:” Syod Ahmed was wornficd of
the senseless viokenee, barbarity and inburtanity commited during the "Mutiny™,
e wanted to make sure that this would not happen again, But there wis more 10
it than Lhat, His insight into the siwation cenvineed [tim thal MMushims were 2l
far behind in the technology of armed warfare und it was impossible o win on
the battlefield Ior the time being, The faci of the superiority of Briish arms must
be recognised, It was cvident in the fact of the Jehad Movement and the activilics
of the Frontier group in the notth for another decade aner the complele fuilure of
the "Mutiny" itsclf. In shont, the Britiskt had come 1o stay,

Morcover, Shah Walliultah and his successors, Syed Abmed Brelvi and
Shah Ismail had been pressing upon a polilicat solution, whether il was against
the Sikhs or the British. Their muin objective was 10 reinforce polinical vigour
into the Mustims and to rehatblitate (he Muslim Empire. Their energies and gme
were geared w politicising e people with ulimately a military showdown on
the haltleleld. But this preoccupation of the Muslims with the political problem
did not brighten their future, The political movement in lact had cxhausted niself
by now. 3.A, Dar suys: "The Muslims, as we have seen worg inthe active feld
against the British for more dan fifty years and had reaped nothing bat moral and
physical  frustration  aub - disillusionment. Their mentad  and  economic
development was strangulaled. They had wageted their atl and Jostit"3

Syed Ahmed realised that continuation of this policy, 1o insist on & political
and military decision would only cavse T urlher ruination of the Muslims. This
Kind of i decision will have 1o be postpencd to the distunt futre, For the presciit,
paligics must he eschewed and emphasis should be shifted 1w other fickds, "tis
vavssmens of the pesition of Muslims demanded” says 1A, Dur, "ha he should
put belore them o pelicy of peace in ihe palifical field and of religious and
el aieonalk telars in the social 1icld and 1o this he stuck L the Just momend uiJ.
Bis Lile 7 S D jone werong it the Muslios was their attitude toweard lile -
it Tack ol cariosily, their ingelleccual and wnseicolific appraach, e
epononahsi atd mysicist, Gwir incesiral worship and lack ol crealivity, e
preasinslsit wnd Tipelessiess. T coatll wee Ut a0 was an otk round decline ang
ety st ol wonal e While desedssing e Luestism ol medern educilio
iy 1H9d, he esplanwd s with cvhardy SWen un individuals physica

b B.A D, “Reigow Tiuaigh of Syed Atimcd) Khen™ pge 75,
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CHAFPTER N

THE RISE OF THE PHOENIX o

The "Mutiny” was a national iragedy. Both in (crms of human losses and
suffering and materal destruction, the naton was broken. Indiscnminate
massacre and loot and plunder of the hidden and hoarded wealih came in the
wake of scvere reprisals. Individually and collectively, it-was a nightmatish
experience. Syed Ahmed was no exception to this. He was in Binore when the
“Muting” began. When he came o Delhi where his mother was, he was broken-
hearted at what he saw. His fricnd and biographer Colonel Graham w@lls us how
his mother had taken refuge o the howse of a2 "Syre’ (horse’s atendant), bad
lived on horses grain for five days and bad no water o dnnk for three days.
Within a mongh of this she died in spitc of the best medical aid that Syed Ahmed
could provide for her. Also Graham namaies how his uncle and nephew were
done 0 death although unanmed and foyal wo the Brilish. "But at that dreadful
limc many innocent men, [ grieve o say, suffcred for the sins of the goilty,”
remarks Crapam.! Devastation af Delhi, his binhplace, was termible. It is known

" that after the calamities of the "Mutiny” he avoided going io Delhi, lest all the
sad memorcs of those days were awakened in bim, Syed Ahmed felt urer
despair and hopelessness at these happenings and he decided 1o emigrite 10
Egypi.2 At the Educational Conference in 1889 in his review of the history of the
Aligarh College he recollecied his feelings during the post-"Mutiny” period. He
said: "At that time I considercd it impossible that our preople would prosper i
again, and would reccive esteem any more; and [ could rot bear w behold the
condition of the people. For some days | remained in this state &f conlusion and
affliction. Belicve me, (is grief made me old and tumed my hair grey ... But
then, the thought oecured to me that it would be very cowardly and unmanly 10
leave OnG's country in ruins, and to enjoy a comfonable lile in privacy. No! i
ought to paricipate in that misery, and it was national duty 0 endeavour 1o
relieve the miseres as moch as I could. And so { gave up the miciton io
cmigrate, and chose o wortk for my country.™?

Syed Ahmed thus ok up the challenge with great courage, delermination
and enthusiasm, qualitics that never failed tim 111 the end of his 1ife. He himsell
wondesed how was he (hus motivated, but motivated he was to the point of

L Grabaen - Lile of Syed Ahumed -'pagc 12,
2. Altal Hussain Hali - "Hayate-Javaidd” foatnote page 139
3. Wugalate 3 Syod - Vetumte 12 - page 185,




