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MATRIMONIAL

"A well off, Senior Engineer, working for Ford Motor Company in
Detroit Michigan for more than 10 years, US Citizen, Age 51,
First wife died, Has two Children, looking for an educated lady
who understands and agrees to the Ideology of Tolu-e-Islam.
Please contact for further details: furqanalam@yours.com

US Mobile Phone: 01-248-506-2198"

A A R R R AR R R R
Parents seeking Life partner for daughter

25-year British born Muslim, Pakistani origin, 5.4" tall, BSC in
Computer Studies; employed by a prestigious company.
Attractive, slim, intelligent, confident, warm and caring.

Suitor British born Muslim and resident of the UK, liberal,

open mind, smart, sincere, confident, professional and or

educated at degree level.

Send full personal credentials and family details via Email:
kh4n08@hotmail.com
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BAZM-E-TOLU-E-ISLAM
TORONTO

By
Abdus-Sattar Ghazali
asghazali@gmail.com

Dedication and commitment are two pre-requisites to make any
organization, group or movement successful. The leaders and members of
Bazm-e-Tolu-e-Islam Toronto have proved this with their sincerity and
perseverance.

Bazm-e-Tolu-e-Islam Toronto was established in 1980 by Imran Shahid
and Omar Farooq Atcha who was its first representative (President). Mr.
Rahat Khan is the current representative of Bazm. He took over on
January 1, 2008 from Mr. Abdul Rasheed Qureshi whose term of office
ended on December 31, 2007. Engineer Yusuf Ali Zia, popularly known as
Khaniji, is the patron of the Bazm. He is with the Bazm since 1983 when
he migrated to Canada after his retirement from Wapda.

During my three visits to Toronto in 2005, 2006 and 2007, | seized the
opportunity to meet Bazm members at its monthly dars and was deeply
impressed to see the dedication of Bazm members with its mission. Bazm
members from near and far come regularly to attend monthly dars at
Etobicoke Olympium center. Many come with their families. Winter is very
harsh in Toronto. But harsh weather does not deter the dedicated
members to continue their mission.

Mr. Abdul Rasheed Qureshi was proud to say that the Bazm began dars in
1980 soon after its establishment and these dars continue till today
without any disruption. Since 2003 dars are being held at Etobicoke
Olympium center to cater the need of increasing number of guests.

It will not be too much to say that it is the only active Bazm in North
America which holds regular dars. There are two other Bazms in Ohio and
New York which do not hold regular dars but work in coordination with
Toronto. Enthusiasts from America often join dars in Toronto.
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Bazm participates in local social and cultural events and puts up stalls with
Islamic literature which attract a large crowd; Pamphlets are distributed
free at these occasions.

Toronto Bazm produces independently audio and video CDs of the
Quranic message of Allama Ghulam Ahmed Parwez. It also publishes
pamphlets in English too.

Well aware of the needs of the young generation of Muslims in North
America, the Bazm is also involved in translation of Allama's Urdu work
into English. It also plans to begin dars in English and English subtitling of
Allama's videos is also on the cards with the cooperation of Dr Hamid
Mian (New York) and Dr Mansoor Alam (Toledo Ohio).

It has an ambitious plan to open an Islamic School to educate the young
generation about the thoughts of Allama Parwez.

In 1986, Toronto Bazm began publication of a newspaper in Urdu to
disseminate its message. However, the paper did not bring the desired
results and it was discontinued in 1988 while its resources were used to
publish ads in local newspapers and radio programs.

The Bazm also sponsored a radio program for eight years till August 2005.
It plans to begin again a 30 minute radio programs. It is also trying to
begin a TV program.

Allma's message is spreading

Mr. Imran Shahid, one of the founder member of Bazm-e-Tolu-e-Islam
Toronto, was happy to point out that in many local newspapers articles are
published in which material from Allama Parwez's books is being used.
Particularly, the term Din is being used in the same meaning as is used by
Allama. He said that often in religious discussions, people use the
arguments or point of view of Allama without quoting him. "It is a matter of
great satisfaction for us that that Allama's message is spreading, although
people are shy to name him," said Mr. Shahid.

Toronto Bazm has a democratic set up. One Numaenda (Representative)
cannot be elected for more than two consecutive terms. It holds monthly
meetings to review progress of its mission; its setup is very democratic.

At monthly dars, speakers are brought from outside to enlighten the
members. Among the speakers hosted by the Bazm in Toronto are: Mr.
Mirza Khalil Ahmed , ex-Nazim |dara-e-Tolu-e-Islam, Lahore; Mr. Ubaidur
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Rehman, Vice Chairman Idara-e-Tolue Islam and Surraya Andaleeb, Ex
Representative Bazm Lahore (Khawateen), Dr Mansoor Alam Bazm
Toledo Ohio, Dr Hamid Mian Bazm New York and Professor Khalid Salam
ex-Numinda Bazm Lahore.

Exhibition of Tolu-e-Islam publications are exhibited at the monthly dars
while pamphlets are distributed free of cost and dars ends with
refreshments.

Yearly, a Khososi Dars (Special Dars), is organized and presented once a
year in a large Toronto down Town Auditorium. It takes months to prepare
this event with extensive publicity in the community news papers, radio
and TV extending invitation to people from Greater Toronto, Visitors from
Montreal, Ottawa and also the associates of Bazm New York, Toledo Ohio
attend these Khososi dars.

At previous Special Dars programmes, brief presentations were given in
the first half by Dr Hamid, Dr Mansoor Alam, Dr Tahira Akram, Professor
Khalid Salam. After live presentations, video dars of Allama Parvez is
presented which is received with applause from the audience. Khososi
Dars concludes with an exhibition of Tolu-e-Islam publications and big
refreshment including hot and cold beverages with free distribution of
pamphlets.

The Rand Corporation

This summer | had the privilege to address a Bazm gathering on the
western conspiracies against Islam and its holy book, the Quran, by such
groups as the semi-official American think tank The Rand Corporation.
Here is a brief of my talk:

In 2004, the Rand Corporation issued a report, titled Civil Democratic
Islam: Partners, Resources, and Strategies, that questions the authenticity
of the Quran itself. The Rand Corporation encourages Muslim
"modernists" to believe that the Quran is a legend and that some verses
(suras) may have been falsely or inaccurately recorded in the Quran. The
report arbitrarily divided the Muslims into four categories:

1. Fundamentalists, who reject democratic values and contemporary
Western culture.

2. Traditionalists, who want a conservative society. They are
suspicious of modernity, innovation, and change.
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3. Modernists, who want the Islamic world to become part of global
modernity. They want to modernize and reform Islam to bring it into
line with the age.

4. Secularists, who want the Islamic world to accept a division of
church and state in the manner of Western industrial democracies,
with religion relegated to the private sphere.

The Rand report suggests that Modernists are our allies in the Muslim
world because this group is most congenial to the values and the spirit of
modern democratic society. Modernism, not traditionalism, is what worked
for the West. This included the necessity to depart from, modify, and
selectively ignore elements of the original religious doctrine.

The report further argued that the Old Testament is not different from the
Quran in endorsing conduct and containing a number of rules and values
that are literally unthinkable, not to mention illegal, in today's society. "This
does not pose a problem because few people would today insist that we
should all be living in the exact literal manner of the Biblical patriarchs.
Instead, we allow our vision of Judaism's or Christianity's true message to
dominate over the literal text, which we regard as history and legend. That
is exactly the approach that Islamic modernists also propose."

With the objective of selectively ignoring elements of the original religious
doctrine of Islam the Rand Report also defines parameters for a Muslim
modernist:

- Modernists believes that Islam is responsible for the underdevelopment
of the Muslims because prosperity and progress depends on modernity
and democracy.

- Who believes in the historicity of Islam, i.e., that Islam as it was practiced
in the days of the Prophet reflected eternal truths as well as historical
circumstances that were appropriate to that time but are no longer valid.

- Modernists do not regard the original Islamic community or the early
years of Islam as something that one would necessarily wish to reproduce
today.

- Modernists believe that some verses (suras) may have been falsely or
inaccurately recorded in the Quran.

- Modernists believe that the Quran is a legend.
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Alarmingly, the report also questions the authenticity of the Qu'ran itself. In
chapter on "The Hadith Wars" the author of the Rand Report Sheryl
Benard says that two verses were lost in the process of recording of the
Quran after the death of the Prophet (PBUH).

To authenticate her argument, Benard quotes from chapter 11 of Allama
Ghulam Ahmed Parwez's book The Status of Hadith. Ironically, this
chapter - Holy Quran According to Our Traditions - is written to refute the
premise that the Quran was recorded after the death of the Prophet
(PBUH). The references of Hadith in this chapter were given for the
argument sake which Benard misquoted to prove her argument. Allama
Parwez points out that the Quran was recorded in its present shape during
the lifetime of the Prophet (PBUH). He questions the authenticity of
collections of Hadith which were collected by the Persian scholars more
than 200 years after the death of the prophet.

Other groups

Besides the Rand Corporation, another US group, established in the name
of International Quranic Center, is dedicated to interpret Islam in
accordance with the American society. Structure of this center will indicate
its hidden agenda. Irving Sptizber, a Jew, is its president while Camel
Haleem, a Coptic Christian, is its vice chairman.

The center's president is Dr. Ahmed Mansour, an Egyptian who was
Professor of Muslim History in the College of Arabic Language at Al Azhar
University in Cairo from 1980 to 1987. He was sacked because of his
controversial writings on Islam. The Quranic center propagates books and
articles written by Dr. Mansour who has taken refuge in US.

We see another conspiracy against Islam with a Coptic Christian link. In
1974, the Muslim world was thrilled by a premise that the Quran is
mathematically coded and 19 is a miracle figure in the Quran. This theory
was proposed by Rashad Khalifa an Egyptian-American as assuring
evidence that it is indeed the word of God because such mathematical
coding is beyond human capability. However, his mathematical theory was
not new. He had stolen this theory from the 12t century Rabbi Judah who
had also claimed that the Old Testament is based on the figure of 19. But
who was Rashad Khalifa. Very few people know that his real name was
Richard Caliph. He was a Coptic Christian.
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Rashad Khalifa published an English translation of the Quran in which he
deleted the last two verses of Sura Tuba about which he claimed that
these two verses were added 19 years after the passing away of Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH). In 1988 he claimed that he was a messenger of
God. And two years later, in January 1990, Rashad Khalifa was
assassinated in the Tuscon Mosque in Arizona shortly before dawn. His
followers call themselves as "submitters," and their group is named United
Submitters International.

[Abdus Sattar Ghazali, an author and journalist, is a resident of
Modesto, California.]
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WORKING TOGETHER:
SOME THOUGHTS AND REFLECTIONS

By
Mansoor Alam

Here is a parable. The narrative seems all too familiar.

Once upon a time there was a community that lived in relative peace and
tranquility. People worked together. They got along pretty well and trusted
each other. More or less everyone in the community felt happy and
contented. By and large corruption was missing from this community. So
were such psychological ills as prejudice, ego, or envy among its people.

There was transparency and accountability in their decision making.
Difference of opinion was not only tolerated but was considered an asset.
People deeply respected each other no matter what their differences.
They conducted their business in a civilized and peaceful manner. As a
consequence, this community prospered and flourished like no other
community around them... Then something happened.

Some ‘holier-than-thou’ individuals were not satisfied by the prevailing
peace and tranquility in the community and the overall solidarity and
openness in its ranks. They felt tradition and spirituality were missing from
the picture. To them the community was too progressive, too liberal.
These individuals felt obliged to do something about it.

They, therefore, eyed for the leadership of the community. First, these
individuals brainwashed people into believing that they were the
community’s real well wishers. Promising to work for the welfare of the
community and claiming to promote spiritualism these individuals were
easily able to garner people’s sympathy and support for their ulterior
motives.

The situation started deteriorating though for the people when these few
individuals started exerting their new leadership over the community. As it
is usual, most people preferred to remain complacent and ignored the
early warning signs. And by the time they did realize what had happened it
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was too late. The community as a whole felt powerless and weak, and
divided.

In the mean time the neighboring community was carefully watching what
was happening to this community. When the time was ripe they took over
this community. Since it had become weak and divided it was an easy
prey for its neighbor. Like opportunists waiting in the wings they grabbed
the fruits of other’s labor. The Qur'an says this is the result of not being
thankful to Allah for His blessings in the first place (16:112).

The above parable repeats time and again in real life. That is why the
Qur’an narrates such parables for us as lessons in human discourse. Past
history of various peoples are examples of this in one form or the other too
numerous to mention. Sadly, Muslims have fallen into this category.

However, nothing could be gained by lamenting at this situation as we
often do. Our usual emotional reaction does not help the situation either.
On the other hand, maintaining status quo works in favor of the
traditionalists (followers of forefathers according to the Qur'an) and
against the common people.

So what to do? Whether we like it not, we are forced to interact with each
other regardless of our views. Therefore, there is bound to be friction.
However, pushing to the right or left as is normal in such cases, only
cause further friction. How to strike a proper balance between these
complex human interactions and maintain forward movement is the key for
long term peace and stability.

However, it is not easy. People have been struggling with this issue
throughout human history; because, when we work collectively we face
problems that often frustrate us. Even if we agree on a common goal we
often find it difficult to reconcile our differences in realizing that goal. Allah
made us diverse for a reason: We have to earn our humanity.

How then can we work together towards this higher goal despite our
pluralism? How should we value and weigh each other’s opinions despite
our diversity? How do we check our personal interests and ambitions from
interfering with our collective interest? What factors hinder us from
working together as a cohesive team?

These are complex questions and there are no simple answers. However,
there is one factor that encompasses all these questions, and that is our
ego. It feels very mysterious but its manifestations are very real. No one
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can deny that our ego comes into play consciously or subconsciously
when we work together. We cannot avoid it or get rid of it no matter how
much we may try. It is very easy for our ego to control us without our even
being conscious of it. Moreover, we easily fall prey to our egos and,
ironically, we tend to feel good about it. This is the real problem with the
ego.

Nevertheless, we should note that nobility is rooted in humility. The
Prophet (PBUH) was a very humble person. So, we must try to check our
ego. But such is the grip of our ego on our hearts and minds that we often
feel helpless in subduing it. In any case, no matter how difficult it may be
we have to wage this battle against our ego in order to humble it. That is
why our Prophet (PBUH) termed this struggle as the higher jihad. This is
the only way we would be able to get in touch with our true inner selves
and be closer to Allah.

But there is something else. We must always remain on guard from the
mischief of the whisperer who comes quietly and blows an air of suspicion
into the hearts of people and withdraws (114: 4-5). The Qur'an — the final,
the eternal, the complete, and the unchangeable Book of Allah — ends with
these verses. That must tell us how important it is to be on guard from
such whisperers.

That would enable us to harness the creative energy that flows within us
for the higher good. Only then would we be able to make the best use of
the synergy that comes into play when we work together in a spirit of
cooperation based on mutual respect and trust. If that happens there is no
way a community, a people, or a nation cannot but prosper materially and
spiritually.
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