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TWO AND A HALF PERCENT!

By
Aboo B. Rana

We all heard the tragic news of the natural disaster and damage of
Tsunami, resulting in heavy loss of lives due to an eruption at the bottom of
the Indian Ocean. Of over 147,000 people that have been found dead or
missing, Indonesia alone has lost over 100,000 lives, as | am writing. It is not
within Human control, to avoid the anger of Mother Nature, however, we can
take lessons from these warnings and do what we can to improve our way of
living. The first thing that came to my mind, after hearing the shocking news
was, if only somebody could put all our religious preachers on a plane and
send them to join the Indonesian preachers, to hold a religious rally, pacifying
the sentiments of those who have lost all their life time of efforts and their
loved ones. They should hold “All Preachers Islamic Conference,” and rallies
in wrecked areas, and try now and explain to the survivors that these floods
are the will of Allah, and now they must not complain or cry. Instead of crying
and grieving over their loved ones, they must now pray five times, give
whatever they are left with now, to build mosques in Allah’s name, and recite
Quran all the time. Let us see, how many of them will embrace their Islam, in
this hour of their tragedy?

Whereas millions of dollars and euros from various Non-Muslim
countries are pouring in, to provide relief to those grief stricken family
members who have lost all their belongings, apart from their loved ones, in
the deluge; while aid from third world Muslim countries is just a trickle. In the
Quran in Chapter 2, verse 143 it is clearly stated:

“We have, thus made you (meaning those who believe in the words of
Allah) the finest nation, so that you may administer and manage the
affairs or deeds of all mankind!”

But which nations and who are those people that are actually
managing the affairs of mankind, is needless to mention here. Non-Muslims
do not, according to Muslim preachers, believe in Allah. But they possess
enough humanity to feel the pain of others. The infidels know they cannot
love God, as He is far beyond their imagination, but they can feel and do love
Life. In the same path, they will not trust a Muslim. Have we ever asked
ourselves why? Because Muslims don’t seem to love life. The religion
teaches them to only worship Allah. Gentlemen, let us be honest and admit
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this fact. The Hadith teaches them a Muslim must donate 2.5% of its material
wealth; after giving away 2.5%, he is free to keep the rest of his wealth for
himself. That is the reason, in the third world Muslim nations, the
government treasuries are low, and the public’s private treasuries are
overflowing. Why must any Muslim pay the huge tax amount to the
government, when he can get away with just 2.5%. He has nothing to fear, as
he has sanctions from the Mullah Alliance. The Mullah takes care of the rich
man’s wealth, and the rich man embraces the Mullah’s words. They both will
enter into paradise, and the rest of the mankind may drown in hell. Families
maybe looted or suffer in torture, mental or physical, for all they care, but
these wealthy magnets only have 2.5% to give. This is our attitude towards
each other as Muslims, and to the infidels is given even less, lest they may
not come to know how much wealth the Muslim has. Since we Muslims are
running after each others wealth, we think the infidels will also do the same
with us. We forget, there is no such thing as 2.5% in the religious books of
Non-Muslims. We forget, they think differently from us. They give out whole
heartedly, when they come to know, if anyone or any nation is truly in distress
and suffering. But to give to Muslims — the infidel nations have to think twice.
Why............. ? For Muslims will only donate 2.5% of their wealth. The rest of
the wealth these Muslims are sanctioned by their priests to take with them to
Heaven. That is the Muslims’ religious way of life!

Gentlemen, if we all Muslims want to develop a sincere and serious
relationship with Allah, and we want Allah to listen to our prayers, then we
shall have to listen to Allah also with open hearts. Then Allah teaches us in
the Quran to give protection even to a non-believer. When it comes to others’
needs, we are told, in the Quran, (Chapter:2 / verse: 219)

“O Messenger! They ask from you as to what amount must we give.
Give all your surplus wealth that is above your requirements, for the
welfare of mankind. This is how we explain our verses and commands.
So you may reckon!”

But our selfish motives make us think differently. The Hadith tells the
Muslim to give only two and a half percent of his wealth, and Hadith is more
important to us than the Quran. In the cold hearted Muslim world of today,
Hadith over rules the Quran. Alright! So let us go by the Hadith now, if that is
what our Mullah wants. When we just give 2.5% to others, Allah returns our
donation with 2.5% of peace in our lives. So why make an issue out of such a
simple equation. We give 2.5% of our wealth for Allah’s sake to others, and
Allah gives back to us 2.5% of peace. Is that not fair enough a deal? Why do
we complain and ask for more peace and Allah’s blessings when we have not
opened our hearts to more than 2.5% for the sake of Allah for those who
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need more. | do not mean, gentlemen, one must just throw away his wealth to
any Zaid or Bakr who will waste it. Or leave it for our children to spend it in
luxury, when the rest of Muslims are having a hard time making two healthy
meals a day. Neither is my contention here to indulge in the religious
controversy of 2.5%, nor how did this issue start when Islam was being
revealed to Mankind. My primary concern here is only to know how far 2.5%
of our donated wealth, which is mentioned in Hadith books, can help solve
our present day pressures.

Today, if any Muslim government needs aid, we remain stubborn on
giving just 2.5% of all the wealth we possess. Why are we astonished, when
starving individuals are searching, which person has more money in his 2.5%
of wealth. Is it his neighbour or is it someone they can reach living far away in
another city? Or perhaps may beg for more amounts from the 2.5% of
someone’s wealth, living in another nation. The family needs of an average
citizen, everyone knows, cannot be fulfiled with the 2.5% of religious
donation in this nation. Is that not the reason, thinking hearts, we are losing
most of our manpower. Or labour is begging for jobs, one way or another,
from foreign Muslims. We are being treated like giving a bone to a dog,
because the 2.5% of oil rich nations is a bigger amount than 2.5% of a
wealthy man living in Pakistan. That is why our top brains and quality labour
wants to move abroad, in order to provide healthy environment to their
families. And why not?

In the original Islam, Quran commands the Muslims to put 100% of
their surplus wealth in the government treasury. The command of Quran, in
the original words is “Qullil Affo,” (Chapter 2: verse 219). And our feudal lord
or the wealth owner does a favour, by parting with only 2.5% of his wealth.
The Mullah seconds the feudal lord and says, “Jazaak Allah this man is a true
Muslim.” The Mullah does not tell, the rest of the Muslims are working day
and night, yet, still their families are living in frustration. The quality or
standard of living, gentlemen, shall never see the beauty of peace, unless
natural provisions for a healthy living are not opened for every victimized and
frustrated human being, in every province or country. This is not me writing,
this is what Quran tells us if we care to read it carefully. No true Muslim can
get a peaceful sleep in the perverted version of Islam in which we live today.
Thinking hearts, this is how the vicious circle of wealth entraps the hearts of
the rich Muslims; when the words of Quran become meaningless and Islam is
changed into a factory, to toss out stereotype Mullahs. And we remain rest
assured that Pakistan is becoming stronger with wealth. Perhaps so! Yet no
one cares, that as families we are being torn apart. Wealth will always break
a heart, as wealth has only the power to break; but to make a heart.... we
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need peace of mind too. That is why in the religion of Non-Muslim countries,
at least, there is no concept of 2.5% bakhshish.

The words of Caliph OmarR* are resonating in my mind, and my spirit
freezes, who said in his reign, “Even if a dog dies of hunger, in this Islamic
system, Omar will be held responsible in the court of Allah!” This was the
spirit of Islam, those Caliphs inherited from MuhammudPBY" and their
conviction in those principles of living was in the core of their hearts.

O Allah! I only want to ask, if our Mullahs can show me how many
Muslims now will be praying five times in Indonesia, in this hour of calamity?
Or rather are they mentally capable of praying in this time of desperation?
And how much of peace can our Mullahs bring in the lives of those troubled
survivors, with their 2.5% of religious donations? Leave aside the donations,
how many of these preachers of Islam, have gone on location to share with
survivors their sorrow and grief? If I will have opened the heart of even one
Maulana only 25% instead of 2.5% towards that real and peaceful Islam,
I will not have struggled all my life in vain.

O Allah! We do not desire the darkness of ignorance, we need Your light;
O Allah! We need Your blessings and peace, we do not desire Your wrath;
O Allah we await Your beauty of peace, so increase our knowledge;

O Allah! Do not make my heart cry; | know little of Your mysterious ways!
Rub’ana taqabul minna, inna ka untus samee ul aleem!




