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: M Bazm Tolu-e-Islam London plans to launch jts ﬁrst'_
NI Internet website in Y2K. The Website hag three S8
' > objects: |

Name

¥ 1. To enable the bazm to store all of Allama G.A. Parwez’s English |ig

books and other Guranic Jbublications electronically. This wili &
enable Tolu-e-Islam publications to he accessed over the net for |B

virtually anywhere in the world,

2. To eéncourage the participation of young people froim around

world-wide in different bazm's to meet, exchange views and to B3R

form friendship.

8 3. To publish information about bazm’s activities and other relevant |

> Islamic literature. '

London Bazm invites you to suggest a creative attractive name
for the site that reflects the importance of this website.,

THE CONTEST

All the contestants should submit the Website name by 31 March B
2000 by post or by E-Mail to the following address, :

The contestant should give his/her name, address, telephone number
and Email address,

The winner will get a set of all English books by

Allama ParWez.nd Dr. Syed Abdul Wadud.
There will be a consolation prize for the runner-up too. |

J

Bazm Tolu-e-Islam (London)
76-Park Road, Ilford Essex, IG1 ISF
Email: maqbool.farhat@virgin.net.uk
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said to me once: ~Events and circumstances never remain static.” One should be
‘open-minded and harmonise accordingly.” T wondered at his maturity and wisdom. |
suppose this is what is meant by ‘on the ground’ or ‘grass-root’ wisdom. It is all
about people who keep their eyes and ears open and learn from their observation and
xperience. Gorky-like, their lives lived are their universities in themselves. As
Ashraf Zafar Sahib observed he was like “a deep ocean”. He absorbed everything in-
depth, quietly evaluating people and events, but without any rancour or aplomb. He
was amused when some individuals claimed to know Parwez; he knew better who
was and who was not in a position to make such claims. With no desire for power and
fame. with no psychological hang-ups, he was truly a free and balanced person. He
was part of the populace who has confidence in its destiny; one of those who are
educated in the real sense. though virtually illiterate; unlike those who flaunt their
degrees and pose as intellectuals and have only succeeded in not only creating doubts
but also sabotaging the country.

While announcing the passing away of Fazal Baba after the Dars (January 16)
Dr. Farid narrated the event of his first visit in 1967 with a mind full of questions. It
was Fazal who quietly and with equanimity arranged a meeting with Parwez Sahib in
the midst of a discursive hassle with an intellectual. And of course. Dr. Farid stayed .
on.

I conclude in Dr. Farid’s words when he said that Fazal Baba was to Allama
arwez what Ali Bakhsh was to Allama Igbal.

sk o5 o ok ok ok ke sk ke ok ok ok e sk sk ok sk ok

 publications.

Allama Parwez

and .
recorded lectures on Quran

Please contact:
TOLU-E-ISLAM TRUST
95-B.Gulberg 2 Lahore-Pakistan.|

P Phone: 5753666 - 5764484
Fax:  092-42-5764484
Email: trust@toluislam.com |
Internet: http:/www.toluislam.com,




ask Abul Fazal or any other, to read the relevant pages from it In a sense Akbar was a
“well-read™ scholar. Our Fazal Baba also could decipher anyone of Parwez Sahib’s
fifty odd books in a matter of moments, Only perhaps a fortnight before his demise,
he was asked 1o bring several books from the store. with complicated Persianised
titles. He laid them on the table in a wink; my Spontaneous comment was that it was
good to see that he eventually learnt the alphabet, “Oh no!” he replied, “T know
nothing of the alphabet.” ] just stared back, It is amazing to see what humans are
capable of?

One of Fazal Baba’s duties included making parcels or packing of books to he
mailed inland and overseas. He weighed then and packed them. There js nothing
eXtraordinary in that, you might say. Perhaps not. But what I'am emphasizing is that
he worked like an artist. The parceled books, when ready, looked like a piece of art, |
ofien stood and admired them. Similarly he excelled in making tea, Twice everyday,
he served tea 1o the working people in the office, adding one or two cups if guests
happened to be present. I looked forward to my share as a visitor, although [ am
rather finicky about tea and drink very sparsely. In this connection it is worth noting
that he kept Y cup apart because, yniike the two or three teaspoonful of sugar that
my countrymen are generously attuned 1o, MY sugary taste did not exceed half a

mcluding himself, A few days beforg he passed away he held an Ifiar party. Who
would have thought that in 4 weeks time he would be parting from us forever? That is

what I envy him for. No bed-ridden illness. In fact, the day before, he was dttending
| the office. His going away is like going away from one house to another. Yes! It wag -
as natural as that.
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FAZAL BABA

Ms. Shamim Anwar

Fazal Baba (that is how the younger group liked to address him) is no more.
On January 6. 2000, a cardiac arrest took him away from us, from this our temporal
abode. A shadow of sadness and a permanent vacuum of his personal physical
presence lingers on at 25-B, Gulberg, Lahore, which houses the Tolu-e-Islam Trust.
But his attractive and very pleasing smile immediately penetrates this shadow and this.
vacuum, for it 1s too powerful and beautiful to be lost even when physically he is not
present.

I had known Fazal Baba ever since 1965 when he took up employment with
Parwez Sahib. Having left his village on the border during the1965 war. he stayed on
at his post. steadfast and ever dutiful. After all these years it is difficult to imagine
this place without him by anyone whose association to it has been as long. He worked
unobtrusively and competently. The former managers would vouch for it too. but at
the moment Hussain Kaisrani is the one present to tel] us that in his last six years of
management, Fazal Baba was only twice just a little Jate in coming. Normally, he
always informed him well in time even if he were to be half an hour late. This not
only indicates value of time, says Kaisrani. but also a man of character. This quality
of honesty pervaded his personality as a whole. For example, during the Sunday Dars
of Parwez Sahib on the video, Fazal Baba was paid Rs. 200 a month for arranging and
removing the chairs for the visitors. If Kaisrani or anyone else offered to help with the
chairs, Fazal Baba stopped him from doing so. “I am paid for this duty. so let me
handle it on my own.” Now this is really something to write home about. Honesty is
not divided--- valid in one area and invalid in other areas. Seen from this perspective,
in this day and age, he was an institution by himself. It was in recognition of this that
whenever anything was inaugurated in the office. invariably he was called for this
honour. And of course he alone deserved it. The management cannot recall any
complaint against him. Some minor mishap or a mistake can invite a mild reprimand
and sometimes it did happen with other workers, but none whatsoever where Fazal
Baba is concerned. This is a beautiful record indeed. :

His dedication to the Tolu-e-Islam office was so complete that he came to be
known with its reference. His identity, he himself bemused. was not with his home
but with the office. His own neighbourhood in Fazalia Colony where he Jived (rather
just slept at night) and the children, who played around, recognized the house and
home by virtue of his sons. If they looked for him it was in the Gulberg location
where Tolu-e-Islam Trust office is situated.



’ (;2 0060 ../ 48 P g

Rahmar which is also one of God’s attributes, means therefore, that gift which
-would fulfil or compensate one’s short-comings, visible of invisible and which shouid

be given according to the requirement of the reciepient. Just as in the mother’s womb,
the baby is provided nourishment and protectiop, After birth however, the baby is 1o

fecessary nutrients and anti-bodies the baby requires. And as the baby grows and
develops, the mother's breast miik changes according to the baby’s changing
requirements. Do vou see how God’s mercy manifests tselt? (This is God's mercy)..

A gift also means, something which is given free. Rahmar is therefore thai
attribute of Allah (God) by which He provides sources of nowrishment free of
any charge. Sources that come out of rain such as fresh WaIET, Crops ete. Are also
called Rakmar (mercy). The sea water Can neither be drunk rior fed to the crops. Yet
it is this same sea water that is lifted up by evaporation and convection and is carried
away by clouds. When the clouds meet with the raountain tops the moisture freezes as

One of the important attributes of Allah (God} is the Rabubiyyar, or providing
nourishment to the body as well as to the Nafs (sprir, I ant-ness, ego or personality)
through the Divine faws which are given through Wahi (Revelation); Wahi s
therefore also called Rahmat (mercy) {A-Our’an 2:105, 43:32) and Allah is Rabbul
Alameen one who provides nourishment to the entire universe. He has therefore made
it incumbent upon Himself the responsibility of providing nourishmerns (Al-Qur’an
6:54) In this way He has covered everything in the universe according to His law of

- Rabubiyyas (Al-Qur’an 4¢: 7). This is the Qur’anic concept of Mercy. It is not “you
do wrong and don’t get punished for it.” Pyt your finger in the fire and it wil] definitly
burn. If God was to follow the human concept of mercy then by placing the finger in
the fire, we wouid not feel the pain of the burning because God would exercize His
mercy. But we do feel the pain because here God’s law of requital is at work, God’s
Aiercy menifests itself in the fact that He has honoured us with the ability to lear and

It is evident from what has been discussed above, that in human terms Mércy
and Justice are diametrically opposed 10 each other. One cannot be merciful and Just
at the same time. However, in the Qur’anic terms God is both Just (thgough His law
of requital) and merciful (through Hig attributes of Raheem, Rehm'an and His
Rahmat) and whats more He is both, at the same time, ' :

***************************
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According to the Qur’an, man’s growth, progress or the attainment of heights
in the process of development, is achieved through one’s own good deeds and
actions. Man does not achieve this state of development out of God’s grace or by
developing the belief in Jesus being the son of God and his crucifixion. He achieves it
on account of his own positive actions, and the resultant growth and development that
takes place in his personality, I am-ness, sprit, or character 1s in accordance with
God’s inviolable Law of requital. Dr. Muhammad Igbal (the poet philosopher of
Pakistan) has mentioned this in one of his verses.

“There is no sense of achievement or pride in the life of Paradise granted by
God, out of grace.

The Paradise earned on merit and by one’s own actions and deeds is worth all
the effort of the chase.”

This is the basic difference in Islamic and Christian way of life. The Qur’an
creates a people, who by virtue of their own actions and noble deeds win the paradise’
on merit and not as gratis.

The concept of mercy is un-Qur’anic. The Qur’anic terms usually translated
into English as merciful and mercy are (Raheem and Rehm’an) and Rahmat
respectively. Once translated as merciful and mercy, these Arabic terms assume the
connotations of the human concepts of mercy. therby losing completely the concept
carried by the original words in Arabic. (This proves with out a shadow of a doubs
that the Qur'an can be explained bur never translated.) Let us now examin the
Qur’2nic concept of God’s mercy and how, it manifests itself.

Raheem and Rehm’an: :

According to the Qur’an, these are attributes of Allah (God). According to the
Arabic grammer, Raheem means one who provides nourishment in the normal course
of growth and. development and Rehm’am means one who provides nourishment in
full force and in abundance in an emergency. In modern biological terms the former
Raheem would mean, one who provides nourishment during Progressive evolution
and the later, Refim an would mean one who provides nourishment during Emergent
evolution. This needs further clarification. The Our’an says that everything in the
universe looks towards God for its nourishment. And none of these things remain in
one state.(Al-Qur’an 55:29). They are in a constant state of change, as growth and
progress continues to take place all the while and there is indeed, wear and tear going
on in the universe. However, He provides the required nourishment at every stage and
in every situation whether it be normal state of growth or the accelerated form, so that
every thing may reach it’s ultimate destination as ordained. Whats more, this

nourishment is provided absolutly free. Do you see how God’s mercy manifests
itself?

Rahmat is derived from the word Reham, which means a mother’s womb.
where a baby gets nourishment, (ready made, without any effort) and is kept safe and
immune from outside influences. Do you see how God’s mercy manifests itself?
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The Qur’anic Concept Of
God’s Mercy

By
Muhammad Iqghal KHAWAJA

How'ts God Merejful?:
Mercy is defined in the advanced learners dictionary as, “holding oneself back

from punishing, or from causing suffering to somebody, whom one has the right or
power 10 punish”

This is the human concept of mercy. Since God, (the God created by human
imagination), has been created in man’s own image, we therefore attribute human
traits to Him. This concept of God’s mercy is used to counter the earlier Christian
invention of the Original Sin. It is a Christian concept that, a child is born in sin
which cannot be washed away with any amount of good that he does, or may do
throughout his life. The only way that this child or person will succeed in absolving
himself of this “Sin” is through belief or having faith in Jesus (peace be upon him}
being the son of God and in his crucifixion.

Allah (God) has declared humans ¢o be dorn sinless. Contrary to the
Christian belief, all children are born into this world with a clean slate. The Qur’an
negates the concept of the “Original Sin”. No child brings with him or her the sin of
Adam and Eve because:

No person will bear the lead of another person’s deeds (Al-Qur’an 53:38)
Every person is accountable for his or her own actions (Al-Qur’an 53:39)

The Holy Messenger has further clarified, “No son or daughter will be
punished for his or her parent’s faults,” Therefore according to Islamic teachings,
a new born neither brings with him or her the stigma of a previous life (as in Hindu
doctrine of re-incarnation) nor is he born tainted with anyone else’s doings.

Scholars of the West have reached the same conclusion. F. R. Johnson writes
“The Original Sin is the Original Evil. It keeps mankind disinclined from doing
good and inclined towards doing evil. This belief impels man in Martin Luther’s
words to “Sin Hard but Believe Harder”. He then asks rhetorically “If belief in
Jesus dying on the cross for me will absolve me of my sins and grant me a license
to do what I please, why wouldn’t I adopt the easy, sinful path of lust and
desire?.” A. E. Taylor writes “I wish I could find the true religion that would save me
from the fallacies of the Original Sin™.
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their children and hy Ve to bear their husbands: cruefty because they are thejr “gods on
carth™. There are s many homes in which they cope with poveriy. but the minute the
husband has a few More pennies. he staris thinking of marrying for a second time and
the former wife is kicked out of the house along with her children. Going abroad is
another phenomenop. Whoever goes abroad. brings back 4 foreign wife. The first
wife is left o rot while the Ma'an is enjoving life. Is there nobody to ask them about
their shamelessness on having abandoned the tirst family? Why “shame They tell
You that the “righteous law" allows them, 50 who are voy 1o check? ‘

This hell in our society plays havoc with the physical stare ot at least SIXTV
PErCeni or seventy percent of the girls. and they simply fizzle out of this world. T am
told by the doctogs every other day that the female patients whe have advanced IB.
but who have children in their faps. and are ey pecting another one. Dear Tahira. swhat
can I sav about how | feel when [ hear of such instances” [f 4 man has ope daughter,
he would WOy oniy about her. By [ lament over aj these daughiers ang 1 do not
shed these helpless tears for them. but over Y own helplessness, Whape, er | hear a
harrowing 1ale. | think that the responsible person should be Seversin waken (o task
and punished. But after this tale of woe is finished. then the question atises as to what
could be done under these circumstances, Except for shedding tears. we cannot do
anything. This is that tonstant agony Tahira. through which yYour Uncie has 1o pass.

Now vou ask about its remedy! it cannot he remedied on ar naividual basgs,
When this Xind of cancerous growth has 20ne so far in g society. then it cannot be
treated individually. It cap only be remedied by changing the entire seciery. This s
similar to what the Quran has referred 10 as: "Change this carth and the sky". Not
until we change this SOCiety 1o a Quranic society. will there be hope of any
betierment. It we can make it possible by some other means. then this Quranic
assertion that no man-made law or S¥Sstem can take jig place. would o hold, Prior to
this time (under the British regime) we could not make this social volution come
true. But after the Inception of Pakistan. we should have hag ng difficulty in
implementing it. Now we can tormulate ouy own laws and obviously oyr society
would behave by the provisions of the laws. Besides the law. our education system is

also under our control. With appro riate education we can guide our children on the
PProp £

voluntarily. This js aj in our own contro], But how unfortunate that nation is. which

stays sick in spite of the fact that it has cupes for all its ills' Byt we bolt the door from
within and then complain that there is no way oyt,

This is all for pow- God be with vou, When is Saleem hoping to come hack® I
am sending a letter to him through the same POst as vours,

Peacs be with vou!
Parwez
Amzust 15, 1953
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monarchy seeped e Muslims, Byzantiman and specially the Pe rstan civilization.
was absorbed into their collective and individual lives. Man's pusmon in society
changed into that of a Lord and Master. This was the period swhen Quranic [slam was
being changed into a new Islam which is prevalent amongst us 1ill today. The Jaws
voverning our family life 1oday belong to this new Islam. and have nothing 1o do with
the Quran. Since this Islam is a product of Kingship and priesthood. cdercion s its
hallmark. Mind and body are both under snu.s Such an oppressive soviety 1s always
seeking the proverbial lamb. liké a wolf. Expecting a woman to have a dignified
human status in such a society is idle thinking. This oppression has led woman to take
revenge. wherever she has been given freedom. As such. companionship has been
non-existent in hoth the old and the modern society . Neither of these were formed on
Quranic ines. Society has become a victim of different kinds of excesses and
discriminations. For a peaceful co-habitation. there 1s no other option but to reject the
man-made norms and modern transgressions. and build up society from scrach.
within Quranic limits. This is the way to get that long lost paradise from which. and
tfor which. the expetled Adam is still longing.

Turning to the tales of woe of our oppressed women. you may have written
these tales from vour imagination. but I come across true stories from morning till
evening. My dear daughter. T feel like a doctor. as whoever comes 1o me brings a
hatrowing story. Doctors perhaps learn to bear with mishaps. But you know me: w hat
a sensitive person | happen to be. specially for women and children. [he narrator goes
away after telling his or somebody else's story. but I cannot sleep the whole night

“after hearing it. You do not know Tahira. how many innocent girls have become a
hurden for their parents. because they do not have enough money to fulfill the
demands of these so called 'gentlemen’ who come to take the girls' hands in martiage.
These girls do not utter a word but the facts of therr condition play havoc with them
and reduce them to ashes. '

Repressed Women

How many oppressed girls are tied with a nuptial knot. against their wishes to
walves in Jamb's clothing: men about whom evervone knows that they have been
sonwing their wild oats all their lives. But these poor tongue- -tied girls cannot let a
word escape their lips. So many innocent girls are so hounded by our so cailed

meivilized scoundrels”. that they are driven to commit suicide. When even the last
remnant of gold is snatched away from them. they are asked to go to their parents’
home to get more money. If they cannot oblige. they are subjected to violence and
their bones are broken. There are so many girls who are not allowed to live in their
hushands' homes: neither are they divorced. They are threatened and asked 1o procure
2 certain sum or else are condemned to live in their parents’ homes. Further there are
so many sick and weak girls who have borne four or five children by the age of
twenty. and they do not have enough in the home to eat. They work all dayv. look alier
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Muan's Prerogative

The reason i< quite clear, Quran's gencral rule as. whatever rights men have
mver women. women. too, have similar rights over men (2:228). But during the
waiting period (Iddat). the ox-husband can marn and that is the only extra privilege
men have (2:228) I during the waiting period. or after it. hoth of them get married
again with mutual consent. then their marital life would start again. Afier this. il again
their relationship becomes sirained and they divorce each other. then again during
lddat or atter it. they can still marry. (This is because it was the second divoree.) Bul
after this. il they divorce each other for the third tme. then they cannot marry agaim.
neither during the waiting period nor after it. The aim of this is to keep the marriage
sailing. and is not to be rreated fightly. Atter the third divoree. this woman has
marry someone else and not her previous hushand. (1t it so happens that the sccond
husband. 100, divorces her or if she is widowed. then there is no restricuon on
marrying her first husband).

As [ have written above. the diverce s not an individual deciston. A man
cannot divorce whenever he likes. It is a problem to be decided upon by the social
svstem. or by the cowrt. For this. just as a man has the right to resort w0 a lave court.
the woman has the same right. 100: whenever there are differences to be resolved. Just
as a woman cannot hind a man foreibly to the contract of Nikah. in the same manner 4
man. too. cannot coerce @ woman to keep the same. The basic condition of Nikah 15
companionship. which is quite contrary 10 coercion. If there is no companionship.
then how can vou keep a Nikah?

My dear girl. these are the laws concerning marriage and divoree according o
the Quran. Do go over them and reflect. Are the woman's rights any less than the
man’s? Is there any scope for men to ruie over and supervise women?’ By now vou
must be wondering from where. despite’such clear injunctions. have we acquired
what actually is happening? The answer is easy: wherever the rest of the "religion”
has come from. this. oo, has come trom the same source. Which aspect of rehgion’
tallies with Quran. for us? Why should it be surprising in respect of famidy hife” In the
earlier era of the world. society in general was matriarchal. The woman's position in a
family was like a ruler. Old Arab society. too. was organized on these lines. but on
their right and left the two big civilizations. namely Byzantine and Persian. were
patriarchal and were governed by men.

Peculiarity of Istam

Tust before the advent of Islam. Arabs. 100. had started accepting the influence
of these civilizations and their society had started bearing the signs of marns
<upremacy. The advent of Islam changed altogether the complexion of the socict

BharD DREHEY THE THAR TR ([ woman was 10 govemn. Here they had been portras<.

equal. 1o walk side by side in their life. These were the Quranic faws. But Later wina !
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If vou fear the husband and wife would differ. you should constitute an
arbitration board that should consist of a member from the husband's
family and a member from the wife's family. If these arbitrators try. in
the light of God's law to set things right. then some workable solution
could be found (4:35).

This is so because the aim is to eliminate the differences and to regularize the
relationship. and not to try to sever the relationship. But if this arbitration board fails
in its efforts and thev conclude that the companionship cannot endure any longer.
then thev should present their report to the court. If they themselves have the
jurisdiction or powers to give the final decision. then they would decide themselves.
This contract would thus be dissolved.

Here vou will ask, if this is how a divorce procedure takes place according to
the Quran. then what is that when a wife accidentally adds more salt to the curry and
the husband cannot stand it. he just has to utter the word "Divorce” three times. and
the poor wife is miserably banished to her parents’ house?

Sometimes the husband and wife quarrel. and both agree to separate
However. the husband decides neither to divorce her nor to bring her home. and thus
makes her languish by his vacillation. What about this?

What else can it be. but the ridiculing of Religion? The underlving sentiment
in it is the same. that men are rulers over the women. They have all the powers.
Women are their slaves. Men are their supervisors. As long as the despot wishes. he
keeps a woman in the house. When he is angry. he tuns her out. Alternatively he lets
her dangle. neither keeping her as a wife nor releasing her as a divorcee. To these
dictators, a woman does not even have the option to ask as to why she is being treated
so. and for which crime? (81:9).

Iddat

What happens after the divorce? They would both be allowed to choose new
partners if they wished. But the woman would have to wait for a little while. The
waiting period called "Iddat™. Ordinarily this is three months. but if the woman 15
pregnant then she will have to wait till her delivery. During this waiting period. all
her expenses would be borne by her ex-husband. A woman cannot marry again during
the period of Iddat except that, if her ex-husband regrets having divorced her. then he
can marry her again during this period. This is the only prerogative which men have
been given: that is. there is no waiting period (Iddat) for a man. If he wants to marry
again after divorcing his wife he can, but a woman.has to wait to complete the
duration of 'Iddat’' before she marries again.
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Some sav that because their WIves were perpetually ill. they married again.
According to them companionship means: As long as vour partner is healthy vou
keep her. and the minute she is sick vou throw her into hell.

But such excuses. no matter how weak. are forwarded by those who think that
there should be some Justification for human problems. Religious minded people do
not think that any excuse is necessary. Their reply is quite clear. They sav that when
religion allows four wives. then what other excuse is needed bevond this for
justification? Therefore this group behaves like this. Firstly. they marry four wives:
after this they divorce one of them and then a new bride is brought 1o fill the quorum.
In this way. they believe. they are accumulating the rewards of the hereafter. because
they are obeving the laws about Nikah and divorce. and are maintaining the limit of
four wives. t0o. For such people. the Quran has said-

These people want to deceive the law of God and those who adhere to
it. but they do not understand that they are deceiving themselves. (2:9).

Amyway. do understand this fact again that in the Quran there i only one
verse where permission has been granted for marrving more than one wife, As T have
mentioned above. this came as an tmergency measure to tackle a collective problem.
To decide whether such circumstances are present according to the Quran. which are
the pre-requisites of polygamy, is the responsibility of the society and not of
individuals themselves. In conclusion. as far as the individuals are concerned. thev
are not permitted to marry more than one wife,

Let us go a step forward. You have seen that according to the Quran. the aim
of Nikah is to have a life of amiable comradeship. As long as there is camaraderie.
this aim is being fulfilled. The question which is then raised is. if circumstances
develop where due to some reason companionship is no longer possible. then what
happens? '

Divorce

Then what? Separation. What else? Keeping two conflicting elements together
can only result in disruption. That is why the Quran calls the Nikah a contract, This
separation in Quran's diction is called a divorce: thar 1s. being released from the
restrictions of the contract. But just as the Quran has repeatedly asked that prior to
making the contract. you contemplate and coolly think the overall pros and cons. in
the same manner it asks you to dissolve the contract extremely thoughtfully and in 2
considerate manner. In the Quran frmily life is so important. that all the details of
dissolving this contract have been fixed. It says that if a husband and a wife have a
dispute. then they should sort out their differences by mutual discussions and
negotiations. However, if the differences become worse and turn sour. then Quran
does not leave it to the two of them: rather makes it a collective and social concern
and asks the society to solve it:



22000 (o) o - 56 UL P

A obvious consequence was the diminishing number of men and the ncreasing
sumber of orphans and widows.

Todav. we normally use the word 'orphan’ for those children whose parents
are no more alive or who do not have their fathers. But in Arabic this word 15 used for
such children. as well as for those women who have been left alone because they have
been unabie to get a husband. Therefore when this verse says. "If yvou are afraid vou
would not be able to do justice to the orphans.” it is referring to fatherless children
and such women who are without husbands. whether they are widows or are
unmarried. To elaborate on the issue it may be noted that in early Madina hite. owing
ta constant wars. and their consequence. such children and women tar out-numbered
men. Besides. the Muslim women from Makkab after leaving their non-Muslim
husbands. sought refuge in Madina. Such circumstances had made the presence ot
these orphans and widows a serious social problem. which had to be solved
satisfactorily. If 1t was a problem of evervday provisions then many solutions could
have been considered. But the real problem was how to take care of the young
widows and orphaned girls. Some extraordinary solutions had to be sought. specially
hecause they could not be married to non-Muslims. Muslim women could neither
marry the infidels of Quraish. nor Jews or Christans. These were those exuaordimary
conditions under which the above mentioned guidance was given. That 5. 1f the
problem of orphans could not be solved in a manner which adequatels tulfilled their
richts and needs. ‘then one solution was that one man should sheulder the
responsibility of more than one woman. This was a way of saving societs from all the
drawbacks which would entail from having the voung women and orphan children
unattended. But at the same time men have been advised to make sure that this does
not interfere with the balance and tranquility of their home. If 1t was to be so. then 1t
would not be permitted.

As such. the rest of the verse was revealed together with the above: If vou are
atraid that vou will not be able to keep the balance. then maintain one wite only (4:3).

This is. my dear girl, the one verse in the whote of the Quran about polyvgamy
and the above is its background. After this. could the way Mushims indulge in
polvgamy possibly be justified according to the Quran? Do you see any marriage
belng solemnized where the condition laid- down by the Quran. if you are afraid that
vou will not be able to do justice to the orphans. then you can have more than one
wife (4:3). is being observed or adhered to? Tryving to justify polveamy under cover
of this verse. in ordinary circumstances and without those conditions. is nothing but
the open flouting of its injunctions. If you ask somebody. he would say. that as he
was childless. e married again: as if God had enjoined upon him to increase the tribei
of Adam and then come to Him. failing which he would be sent to hell. On the
contrary. God Himself has said that children are born according to the law of nature.
Sor= get bovs and some girls: some have bovs and girls both. and some remain
childless (42:30)
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contract has to be dissolved. This is called 'divorce’. which is an issue that will be
discussed in detail later.

All of thesc. dear daughter Tahira. were the results of the above

In respect of divorce. the Quran says: If vou want to bring another wife in
" piace of your first wife... (4:20) This makes it verv clear that a second wife can come
in place of a first wife. and not in her presence.

As write this T can imagine how perturbed you would be after reading this.

Surely vou would question how I could say such an eccentric thing. when Muslims

have been assured of four wives? Let aside the past. even today there are many homes

where a husband has more than one wife. These homes include some of the most

respected families. Then how can one assert that the presence of one wife leaves no
room for another one?

You are right Tahira. and so am 1. You sav that four wives at a time is the
usual practice of Muslims, and I am saving that the Quran allows one wife at a time.
Now vou will ask how the practice of keeping two. 1hree or four wives at a time
became prevalent among Muslims? Well. listen.

The Quran mentions marrying more than one wife in one place only and that
is the third verse of Surah An-Nisa. The second verse of this Surah is:

The properts of orphaned children. if they have anv. should bhe
protected like you protect your own chiidren’s property. When thev
attain adulthood. the trusted property should be returned to them. Do
not exchauge their goods with vyours of lesser qualits.
Misappmpriatinﬂ their possessions-would be a great injustice (4:2).

This is Suf a11 ﬁm-’\hsas second verse. The literal translation of the third vers

If vou are afraid that you will be unable to do justice to the orphans.
then vou could take in Nikah two. three or four women whoem vou like
(-3

Basic Condition

One thing is qulte clear from the above ment:oned verse. Taking more than
one wife is conditional: and the condition i ts 1f you are afraid that vou may not be able
to do justice to the orphans. The question is as to what does this condition stand for?
Surah An-Nisa itself infers an explanation.

Early verses of this Surah contain laws about women. orphans. property and
inheritance. Thereafter. laws pertaining to war are mentioned. Just imagine. a small
cluster of Muslims had to fight many wars, within seven to eight vears of mi gration.
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It is obvious that this kind of relationship. which is based on alike mental level
with shared ideas and concepts. can only be possible between two consenting parties
by mutual agreement. That is why the Quran cails it a ‘contract’ .(+:21). The firu
condition for the contract is that both the parties should be mature.

Age of Nikal

A minor's contract cannot be taken seriously. Therefore, Nikah of a4 minor is
not a Nikah according to the Quran. The Quran associates Nikah with adulthood
(4:6). The second condition of the contract is that it should be executed without
coereion and should have the consent of both the parties. So. on the one hand men are
addressed as follows in (4:3) to perform Nikah with those women whom vou like. and
on the other hand. about women. it says that it would be absolutely unlawiul for vou
10 own women forcibly (4:19).

Hence. Nikah is a contract in which an adult man and an adult woman
willingly agree to become companions (husband and wife) to honour al] the duties
and privileges enjoined by the Quran. Living a life full of mutal love and shared
ideas and interests. This way they will create a pleasant environment that would be
conducive to our future generations in being humane and have balanced personatities.
It even one point is missing or deficient. then the relationship does not become Nikah
and deteriorates into a simple biological sex connection, The Quran itself explains the
basic difference between the two kinds of relationships when in (4:24). explains the
‘married' relationship. Quran's style s quite unique. when it explains something, by
discussing the opposite. It says that married relationship means "Muhsineen” and not
“Musafiheen” Here "Muhsineen" has been explained by "Musafiheen”. The raot word
of "Musafiheen” is "Safha". which means pouring out. Further. "Hasana™ means to
keep oneself within certain limits. If the relationship of Nikah does not limit itself to
the basic restrictions on which Nikah was established. then it is no longer Nikah. It
degenerates to "Safha". Arabs used to draw lots by shooting arrows. one of which was
blank. This blank arrow was called "Asfeeh’. In other words. even if it hit the target. it
was not counted as a result. This is not the place to mention the ather meanings of this
verse. (I hope vou have understood the simile that the Quran has used).

Polygamy

et us move forward. When Nikah aims at a harmonious life. and sets 10
create an environment for the children which would be conducive to the blossoming
of their personalities. then in the presence of one wife another wife cannot be
austified. Such company could convert the home into a hell. instead of developing
companionship and respect. ‘A second wife can be justified only when the first wife
bas died. and one is quite certain that the second wife would have an equallv
hasmonious atmosphere, Otherwise circumstance may evolve in which the marriage
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human child is not born ready-made (like an animal offspring). but that it becomes
what his or her primary environment or education trains it for. If' a nation wants s
next generation to have human qualities. then it is necessary for that nation to create
such an environment. A child's environment is the home where be 15 born and grown
up: as such. his first training ground is his mother's lap.

M_Other 's Lap

In this letter I really do not want to go into details. through which T would
make you understand. with examples from the conclusions of psycho analvsts that for
whatever a child will become in future. its main foundation is laid during the first two
or three vears of its life. Dr. Jung asserts that the foundations of a child's character are
laid at a time when he has yet to learn to speak. At this age he 1s visually observing
and absorbing the environment in which he is raised. Later the edifice of his lite 1s
erected on these foundations. Therefore. the making or marring of a child's life
depends mostly upon his environment. And his environment depends upon his
parent's mutual relationship. This is to say that the environment is created by how
husbands and wives react to each other.

Mutuai Relationship of Husband and Wife

This is the reason why the Quran considers a congruent and happy
relationship of a husband and wife as a pivot of familv life. This not only makes the
couple's life happy. but their children's. too. Growing up in a harmonious
environment. makes them a blend to be prided by their nation. and the whole of
humanity benefits from them. The Quran says that a husband and wife relationship
can be happy only if their attitude and temperament are compatible. and if they have
the same goals in life and their thinking is alike. Such men and women are congruent
in head and heart. and create a balanced and happy environment in which their
children grow up into sublime exponents of humanity. In Quran's diction. this is
called Nikah. Nikah literally means to absorb each other in the same way as rain
drops are absorbed by earth. It is a kind of amalgamation. like that of sleep in the
eves. A couple executing this kind of contract is called Zauj. As mentioned i my
previous letter, Zauj means ‘complement'. that is. the one has to be there to complete
the other one. Husband complements a wife and a wife compiements a husband. 1f
one is ignored. then the other is rendered useless. If one wheel of a carriage is
damaged the other one automatically becomes useless. Both the wheels are Zauj to
each other.

Nikah

It is a fact that the family contract (Nikah) in which both the parties are

congruent head and heart-wise, ensures a heavenly environment. Incongruent parties
- coming together create hell. The Quran has explained this in quite an cffective
manner, and I have written about this point in my previous letter. ‘
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Third Lefter to Tahira

MARRIAGE - DIVORCE — POLYGAMY

We are pleased to announce that the transtation of “Tahira Kay Naam”
is in print now. This month we are printing Baba’ji’s Third “Letter 10
Tahira” in the Tolu-e-Islam Magazine. The issues of “Marriage-
Divorce-Polygamy” have heen selected because of the peculblar
situation prevailing in Pakistan in this context. There have been very
unfortunate tragedies of “honout killing-—tribal and feudal traditions
being presented under the cover of “Shartat”. This “Letter” puts the |

record straight. (Editor)

No Tahira, there is a whole iot of difference between a child and the young
one of an animal. The young one of an animal is born with instinets which training
cannot change. [f before it opens its eyes, a pup is made to suckle a goat, it would not
be affected in any way. It will remain a dog, and grow up to be a dog. It will have all
the dog-traits and none of the goat. Its instincts would neither be affected by the
goat's milk, nor by having been brought up with goats kids. Why go far. didn't you
observe the results when your hen was hatching her own and the duck's eggs
together? The eggs produced chicks and ducklings, and all were cared for under the
wings of the hen. But when they faced water for the first time, the ducklings went
straight in the water and the hen and chicks remained out. The hen’s worry was worth
watching, but the ducklings were quite unaware of the fact that they had done
something to be worried about. On the contrary the chicks did not go near the water.
Being brought up with. and in the company of chicks had no effect on them. and
neither would it be so in the future. Ducklings remain ducklings.

In contrast, if an uncouth or rural woman's child is sent to a civilized and
learned family, and the child from a refined family is given to a village woman. you
will see that peasant's child would become a refined and civilized person, while the
other child would be uncouth and become a peasant. There is no doubt there are
hereditar nfluences, but education, training and environmental influences can
overcome these. Also. what we call hereditary influences’ are actually influences of
‘ society which are being transferred accumulatively, generation t0 generation. The
+  effects of education and training can be seen 0 the extent that if a child of Shia

parents 18 raised by Sunnis. then he will have Sunni ideas. Similarly, if a Hindu child
is given to a Mauslim family, he will become a Muslim. No dogmatic discussion 18
needed for such a phenomenon; these are everyday observations which reveal that a
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situation could not arise at the time of the Rasool (S). But it can occur after his death.
Thus at present it ought to be arranged as such that if a member of the society thinks a
decision made by the government is against the Divine laws. he may be able to get it
settled from any quarter. Under the present condition a court of Jaw is in a position to
do it. As such, the Court of law ought to be the final authority to decide the disputed
cases. No body shall be able to go against it. The decision by the court of law shall be
considered as a decision by the Centre (Allah and the Rasoo! (S).

The Quran says:
e ] G O 5 0 85 U i S
| (33:36) O lix Ul juia 328 el 5 4t mma
“It is not befitting
for a believers, man or a woman, when a matter has been decided by (Allah

and His Rasool (S)) to have any option about their decision. If any one
disobeys (Allah and his Rasool (8)) he is clearly on the wrong path.”?

The importance of obedience to the centre is further clarified by saying:
B il 8 Ty U s it Lt o i il s, WS
{(4:65) O Lol Vet g cuniall
“But no, by their Rabb, they can have no (real) faith, until they make thee

judge in all disputes between them and find in their souls no resistance against
thy decision.”

it is often argued that in such a case the Sovereign authority shall be the court
of law and not the head of the state. But as has been said already, the Sovereign
authority is basically the Book of Allah. In disputed affairs the court itself shall also
be subjected to the Quran. :

s ok o ok sk ok o sk ok kol R ok ok ok R Rk kR
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to each branch of the government, even members of the Parliament (or consultative

Council), ministers, even the head of the state. All shall be bound by the conditions of

fimness and unfitness described above.

The Organization of Government----- '

CENTRE--The organization of an Islamic state revolves around the single
point that the right to rule belongs to Allah alone which is put in to practice by means
of His Book, the Quran. To begin with, this was organized by the Rasool (S) himself.
Hence the Quranic term “Allah and Rasool” which means that the Rasool (S) was the
central authority of that organization. Iis successors inherited that central authority
after his death. For example, Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq (The first Caliph) performed
the same function as the Rasool (S) himself did during his lifetime.

The officers working under the centre came to be known as - *_,yi o . The
appeal against the decisions of ) (officials of the lower ranks) could be placed
before the centre that shall be the final authority.

PP PSS LA W AU 0 ANy Radaly Al el el a3t 4 3G
(4:59)0 Wyl frauady A U132, a1 oyl A (55 0308 ) S WP

“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Rasool (S) and those charged
with authority among you. If you differ in anything among vourselves refer it
to Allah and His Rasool (The Centre). If you do believe in Allah and the Last
Day: that is best and most suitable for the maintenance of a balanced society
in the end.” ‘

As stated above this organization continued when the caliphate took up the
position of the central authority. When the same organization shall be brought in to
being again, the central autHority shall be that of the centre which may be an
individual or a group of individuals. The obedience of the centre shall be the
obedience to Allah and the Rasool (S). This central authority shall be subject to
Divine Command i.e. to the Book of Allah in all affairs and shall be answerable to
Ummah in this respect.

The Misuse of Central Authority.

As stated already, according to the holy Quran the subservience is due to
Allah alone and the Islamic rule is an agency to enforce obedience to the Quranic
injunctions. Accordingly any wrong decision made by the government shall not be
obeyed, if it is against the Quran.

€18:28) O Un’,d "ol 587 Aym iy § 53 1“4l iz udai
“Nor obey any whose heart we have permitted to-neglect the remembrance of
us. One who follows his.own desires, whose case has gone beyond all doubts.” Such a

et




2000 $) 63 r.,w:,ﬂ

it. As to what shall be the practical shape of it, the Quran has left it to the approval of
Ummah; What ever its machinery may be, the objective shall be that the entire
Ummah takes part is it, but not the non-Muslims living within the territory of the
Islamic state, because they do not believe in the ideclogy of this state.

As said earlier an organization in which the entire Ummah takes part is
considered to be the consultant organization by the Quran P TP rm)_.,l ¥ (42_:38).
It means all affairs shall be settler by means of consultation. Am organization differs
from the Western Democracy on the basis that in Western Democracy the law-
making authority is the representatives of a nation; which means the nation itself is
the Sovereign power, but in the Islamic consultative machinery Sovereignty lies in
the Book of Allah. Not only the representatives but also the nation as a whole can
neither make laws, nor can it amend them.

In an Islamic state the Assignment of Ranks shall be according to personal
conduct.  Vylee U Taa s J.GJ (46:19) “To all are assigned degrees according to
their deeds,” And the affairs of the state onght tg be entrusted o those who are fit for
it (4:58) el N cnalil, a5 t,l;f,g;l; ENINDY “Verify
Allah commands you to render back your trusts to those who are fit for it. Anybody
who possesses an outstanding character shall be the Head of the State.

P e e (B
“In the Sight of Allah (49:13)  #0) alllxie 2l S0
Most honored of you is he who is most righteous of you.” That is whose
conduct is exceptionally high. Because the state affairs shall be conducted by

a consultative machinery, the Head of the State shall be elected and shall hold
this status as long as the Ummabh is in his favour.

Fitness of Government officials in an Islamic State: The head of the State, his
S o (ministers of his cabinet and the members of the legislature)
and all other executives and functionaries of the lower ranks belonging to the
government machinery shall be subject to the following conditions: - (1) They
shall be conversant with the Quranic principles and injunctions. (2) They shall
be competent to carry out their respective jobs, including the knowiedge of
current affairs. (3) Righteousness and integrity of character. (4) Capability of
performance without base sentiments and personal gains. (5) Wisdom,
maturity and good health. (22:17). :

Unfitmess: - An executive authority whose deeds are incompatibie with the
Divine command, his authority shall be confiscated

11,46 - F I T r_' - ,i’- - ;‘14:‘
(11:46) - pllalie e 4y ._qﬁ u..wj |
“He is not one of you, for his conduct 1s unrighteous.”

However it ought to be clear that the conditions of unfitness are not confided
to the lower ranks onlv. These are applicable to all ranks from above downwards and

P
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Ope_n Letter to the Ho‘nourable'

Chief Executive of Pakistan

By
Dr. Syed Abdul Wadud
(Open Letter No.3)

Honorabie Sir!

As stated earlier, the remedy for eliminating the misery and debasement that
has been brought about in the social life of Pakistan, lies not in bringing back the
rotten western democracy, but in firmly putting in to action the Islamic regime under
the stuiet guidance of the holy Quran, without any external interference.

Let me describe in this connection the further basic requirements of an Islamic
state: -

In surd Hajj it is said- Sl o de aadls is the duty of the
entire Umma. O s S adl

(22:41) SO e gy iy byl 5, S8V T Bollalll sl a1 4 i) Lol
“These are the people who when they get the rule of the land, their duty shall
be to enforce what is lawful according to the Divine law and prohibit what is
unlawful. It means that those issues which are considered by the Quran as
true. be made the law of the land; on the other hand what the Quran considers
as untrue be prohibited by making laws for it. But 1ts enforcement shall be the
duty of the entire Ummabh. Thus it is said:

GHI09) S e iy iyl oy el s ATl s 108
“You are the best of the Community that has been raised up for mankind. You
enjoy what is right and forbid what is wrong.”

This very Ummah is the inheritor of the Book.

(33:32) oo Balie L el i g il
“Then we have made the Book for inheritance to s_uch of our servants as we
have chosen.” '

It means that the orderly working of a state which we call “Rule of the land” is
not the duty of a particular group of the people. The entire Ummah shall take part in



