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WIlY ARE THEY AFRAID OF HIM?

By
Miss Shamim Anwar

Soon alter the Qaed-c-Azam left his carthly abode. a circutar was issucd to all the relevant
o partments that Parwer should be blacked out in the media. This happened vnder the premiership of
lungat Al Khan, Thus the "Radio Pakistan” and the Press (private press inclusive) treated hin as il
I il not exist. Thew came Avub Khan's regime. The press used (0 print daily o column captioned
“readent House Cireular which listed names of those who visited the President the previous day.
Ocmionally. Parwes's name was seen in the list. Very soon there was a wild pratest agiinst s
nicluston by (he clergy or the Mullahs, and the practice was stopped.  You scc. no onc should know
wich a person existed.  In the carlv crehties. the PTV interviewed the then Survivors of the Pakistan
Movernent and compiled 3 library o1 videos tor future showing. But PTV date not televise it tor their
dent tife, for the clergy will be up ta anus even it it means buring the whale country o ashes,

Morcover. in case Parwes's impact trickles down 10 the masses. who would be the nin
beneficiarics of the Quranic System he projects. the pulpifs of the mosques resound t even nook i
corner of the country with a propaganda thyt creates a curtain of ignorance aganst hime and he ven
name "Parwes” becomes an anathema. Thus at all levels. from the highest echelons of pobiies o the
lowest unprotected and ilhiterate commons ol the Socicty. it is scen 10 it that the name Parwes shukd
he treated as. or at Jeast pretended. that such a phenomenon as Parwey docs not cNisl.

Why arc they aliaid of him? He had no political clont. no politica! posilion or party. no armm.,
no wealth, no power and authority, 1t is cleven years today that plsically hie 1s o more. and vt he
remains gagged as before. They are still afraid of him. 101 may atcmpl anamswer. the verdicl of
fustory is that power lics not in maerial resources or brute foree. but in IDEAS. History alse proves
that power and force cannot kill an idca. The bones of the humans may be cragked and broken. but the
abstract ideas Moat in e aumosphere untouched. Hence. TRUTH spoken of writien is never fost. 11
humans have moved forvard in TIME it is because courageous and gracious inctividuals all over the
workd have not hesitated 10 speak and write the TRUTH at any cos( and without rewards: and such a
v was Parwez,

What did he sm” He primarity atiempted 10 remove the barriers that intervened between o
human and the Quran. and thereby paved the way for independent research and understanding ideas
fn onesell  This overthrew the "thought-conirol” of Hamaan. the high pricst. over the people. This
Also overthrew his unholy alliance with Qaroon and his "cconomic-control”: finally this also overthren
(e "political-contrel” of the Pharoahs.  This about sums up the story of crushed Tmmanity. e
aponising screams of which arc smothered under the combine of (he jackboots of the Waderas' and
e Sarmayadars' and the pious noiscs of the mullahs.

The fact is that the history of the humans is the Iustony of confrontation between the dune
wnd the “have-nols'. between the powerful and the dispossessed. Anyorie who speaks fon the have nals
and the dispossesscd are feared and it is thercfore scen o it that the voice of the Quran ieven tow b
them. It is as simple as that. But the short sightediess of the huinans and their eves on the e,
gains makes them repeal history instead of lcarning from it The backlash of the Natnre™ T ol
Retribution may be just round the corner with all its devastating pain and sulfermg s thae tlot thio
<hould fear. Parwes 1s a friend of humanity. he is only (rving to help you by warmimg vou (i
impending doom. : : .

=4
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ALLAMA GHULAM AHMED PARw;./
IN THE EYES OF HIS CONTEMPORARIE:

vr. Syed Abdul Wadud, renowned Quranic Scholar and author of a number of reputed
books on Quran and Science, in his "Preface" to the book titled Daulat-e-Parwez (sum
and substance of Parwez) compiled by Mr. Mohammad Omar Draz & Published by
Annoor Printers & Publishers says :

Al Parwes was one of the top-ranking geniuses produced by the Indo-Pakistan sub-
continent dareny the Last two centuries. His philosophy was philosophy of the Quran. He studied the
Holy Oumian wo decph amd so thoronghly that even at his early age, his writings on the Quranic
sithiects were profuse exlaustive, intelligible. free from vagaries and impressive. The text of the
Holy Quran was (he basis of all that he wrote. said and propagated. His speech on the ‘Quranic
subjects was so impressive that it deeply penetrated into the minds of his listeners. so much so that
any person who once attended his lectures, became a permanent audience, for years to come, of his
{dars-c~Quran which he started while still in government service at Karachi. He took premature
retirement (as an Under-Secretary in the Establishment Division of the Central Government) in order
to devote all his time to the service of the Quran. However, he restarted. his Dars-e-Quran when he j
shified to Lahore if the year 1958 which feat he continued till October 1984, when illness overtook '
him and he subsequently cxpired on the 24th of February 1985, His “tape-recorded’ lectures (Audig--
the whole of Quran and video-- from Surah Ad-Dakhan to Surah Al-Tatfeef) are of immense
importance and are being regularly heard every Friday at Toly-e-Istam Centre, 25-B, Gulberg-2,
Lahorc and also in so many other towns of the country and cities of the world. , :

Allama Parwez was a man of conviction. He stood solidly on what he thought, said and
propagaied  The long series of anti-propaganda campaigns against the theories he has prompied.
vontinued during his lifc but as he was on the side which was right. he stood firm against his
antagontsts like a rock. '

The anti-propagandists complain that "in the early phase of his lifc, he as a staunch and
otthodox Mustim scholar. defended Islam if attacked by any offender. His atticles in defense of
Chican and Hadith were published: in renowned journals of the sub-continent during 1938-1939. No
st of “rationalisin' can be traced in his thought during this period. ‘But the second period of his
acadenie career is marked with great changes in his thinking on the fundamentals of Islam. This -

period ol itionalisim spanned from 1941 enwards, It was during this period that he launched an anti-
Haac/rer movement

But this point. which his anti-propagandists used against him, actually goes in his fovour.
He himselt aduntted in his later books that he had dived deep into the study of conventional Islam.
even 1o the mystical practices in his early life. In fact. the first period of his life was the period of
his wandering in scarch of the truth, _Even a Nabee before revelation discends on him., is dissatisfied
with the prevalent wrong notions of his time and wanders about in search of the truth. - The last
Nabee (pbuh) of Allah remained in a state of indecision till the receipt of 'wah/! About him the
Quran says: : : '
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"And He found thee wandering in search of the Fruth so gave you the guidance.”

The case is however different with a man other than a Mabce, as he is not the recipicnt of
wahr While passing through a state of confusion (indecision), if he becomes satisfied with the
prevalent wrong notions of his age and makes no efforts to find ont what is right and what is wrong,
he never comes to the right path.  According to Whitfield, a well-known philosopher, "It is idol-
wotship to keep one's self stuck to the beliefs and concepts of his age without pondering over them.”
According to the Holy Quran, "those who don't use their intellect. never come to find the truth. Thev
are destined to tead a life of stagnation and destruction” 7:179.

Thus if Parwez forsook the path of "ancestor worship" followed by mullahs and mystics. he
tid not commit any offense. rather he only followed the dictates of the Quran.

Another objection, raised very often by our orthodoxy against Allama Parwez. is that he
iccepted the Darwinian theory of Evolution and interpreted the Quranic verses with regard to the.
“Creation of Adam', accordingly. As a miatter of fact our muilahs haven't even the slightest idca of
what Darwinian Theory of "Natural Selection' was. Darwin although he. pointed cotrectly towards
‘Natural Selection' as the basis of Evolution. yet his thcory had in it. both negative and positive
points. Moreover, it is not the modern “theory of evolution’. Anybody desirous of appraising himsell
of what the Darwinian theory is. may consult my book titled. "Phenomena of Nature angd the Quran™.
and he shall find out that Parwez no-where comes into the picture as regards the discussion and
acceptance of this theory. As a matter of fact, our mullahs, being ignorant of the scientific aspects of
the issue, consider the very idea of *Evolution' as Darwin's theory. They as a matter of fact believe in
the theory of ‘Special Creation’which maintains that each kind of species (animal or plant) came into
existence in the form in which it exists today and that it was specially created to suit the conditions in
which it was placed. Thus according to this theory, no change has taken place since life began on
carth and consequently, each species is static and immutable, propagating its own kind from
generation to generation by means of reproduction and never changing into a different kind. The
absurdity of this idea of "special creation' has been falsified by expetimental evidence, by means of
observations and "stories in stones’. The ‘storics in stones’, provided by the fossils which have been
unearthed and are being unearthed are a positive proof of Evolution and the course of Evolution on
the earth. Nobody can deny these facts except the intellectual dwarfs, Above all, how can one deny
the Quranic evidence on Organic Evolution on which, pages after pages, can be written. Altama
Parwez produced the exegesis of the Holy Quran in its pristine form. What sin has he committed if
he believed in the theory of "Organic Evolution' of the holy Quran supported by modern scientific
discoveries and not in the futile Biblical story of the “creation of man.'

There is yet another fantastic atlegation held out by these anti-propagandists. They say
that according to Parwez "The sole purpose of Deen is Taskhcer of Cosmos. That he believed thas
Muslims were commanded by the Quran to conguer and master the resources of nature, failing which
they had to suffer Divine chastisement.” This is another purposeful distortion of views. There is no
poing away from the fact that Muslims are commanded by the Quran to conquer and master the
resources of nature, failing which they have to suffer Divine Chastisement.  What Parwez believed in
was absolutely consistent with the teachings of Holy Quran which says;

In the creation of heavens and the earth and in the alternation of day and night there arc
indeed signs for men who keep before themselves the divine laws standing, sitting and lying down on
their sides, and contemplate the wonders of the creation in the heavens and the earth {with the
thought) our Rabb! Thou hast not created all this without purpose, praise be to thee. Give us
knowledge to discover nature) to save ourselves from destruction"  (3:190)
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The Quran repeatedly stresses upon man to explore naturc:--

"In (he carth are clear signs for those who get convinced (aﬂer
tharough investigation and research) and atso within \ourscl\ CS,
Then will vou not exercise your vision!"

One can quoic scores of verses from the Holy Quran which emphatically impress upon the
behicy ers 1o explore nature and have a mastery over it. Now bring into mind the statc of present-day
Muslims, Our ancestors were the pionecrs in the field of scicnee and thus lived a life o}glory. On the
adier hand we are living in a staie of degradation and despondency which is all duc to our forsaking
the Quranic injunclions on lhc subjecl.

As regards the 1mpact of man's reaction to the forces of nature. on the rise and fall of
stations. Allama Parwes explains it in the following words:

| Thosc people who gain knowledge ol the natural sciences phenomena by using their eves.
cars and intellect and at (he same time make use of the knowledge so gained for the benefil
of humanity. belong 10 the class of ‘monineen’ and  “muttageen” (633 and 45:5) They
have a bright present and a brighter future in this world and in the lile herealter.

-

Al Thosc people who explore nature and gain knowledge of the natural sciences but do not
make usc of it m the light of the divine guidance and do not apply it for the benefit of
humanits. they do achieve the status of being a man. they do gain the pomp and glory of
the present bot they have no future before them.

Those who never atteript to cxplofe nature and gain knowledge of the natural phenomena.
“do not even reach the status of being a man or “ADAM' before whom the forees of nature
bow down. They have a dark present and darker future.

-

1 shall be grateful to him. il any body could produce a single sentence ﬁmn P.m\us
wrnitnpgs where he has said that the sole purposce of " deen'was the Taskhir of Cosmos.!

Thc above said allegations were brought about by certain modern type maulvis. However
the common man having been flounced by the mullahs both of the higher and the lower mnks only
hoosted the propaganda against Parwcr. being Anti-Hadieh,

Most of the Maulvis' ¢xpressed their indignation against Parwes and said that he
disov ned (he corpus of Hadith as well as classical * Taricer’ which according 10 hint cannot be {rusted
as the sources of understanding the Quran by o modern man.  The sulyect has been discussed so
widel smd Irequently that e is fulile 10 go on arguing on this issuc anynore. yet. because certain
pesple contimue to create misunderstandings. by referring 1o (his issue. et me clarify it in the
following words:

The constituents of “Doeen” are generally considered by Muslims as “the Quran and Hadidh’
We have become so much used to this idea that we never make the sliglitest effort to find out il i1 is
actuslly right. Fiven 1o cast a searching glance over it is considered sinful.  However. there is one
Hinig on wineh al agree that Deen must be based on cerlainly and not speculations. '

The Ouran sovs

"Bud most of thew follow nothing but fancy: fruly rdnC\ can be of
wo avail against truth. Verily Allah is well aware of all what they
do." (10:306)
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The Quran repealedly stresses upon man to explore naturg:--

"In (he carth are clear signs for thosc who get convinced (after
thorough investigation and research) and atso within voursclves.
Then will vou not excreise yvour vision'™”

Onc can quote scores of verses from the Holy Quran which emphatlcall\' impress upon the
belicvers to explore nature and have a mastery over it. Now bring into mind the statc of present-day
Muslims. Our ancesiors were the pionecrs in the field of scicnee and thus lived a life q}glor)'. On (he
Gier hand we are diving in a staie of degradation and despondency which is all duc to our forsaking
the Quranic injunctions on the subject.

As regards the impact of man's rcaction Lo the forces of nature. on the rise and [all of
nations. Allama Parwes explains it in the following words:

I Thosc'pcoplc who gain knowledge of the naturat scicnces phenomena by using their eyes.
cars and intellect and at the same time make use of the knowledge so gained for the benefit
of Tumanity. belong 10 the class of ‘monrncen” and “muttageen’ (633 and 43:3) They
have a bright present and a brighter futare in this world and in the life hereafter.

~ Those people who cxplore nature and gain knowledge of the natural sciences but do not

make usc of it in the light of the divine guidance and do not apply it for the benefut of

humanity . they do achieve the status of being a man. they do gain the pomp and glory ol
the present but they have no future belore them.

Those who never atterivpt to explore naturc and gain knowledge of the natural phenomena.
“do not even reach the status of being a man or "ADAM' before whom the forces of nature
bow down. They have a dark present and darker future,

1 shall be gratelul to him. il any body could produce a single scnience ﬁmn P.m\us
wriings where he has suid that the sole purpose of “deern’was the " Taskdftir of Cosmos.’

The above said allegations were brought about by certain modern tvpe nulvis. However
rhe common man having been flounced by the mullahs both of the higher and the lower mnks only
boosted the propag: anda against Panwez being Anti-Hadith.

Most of the Maulvis' cxpressed their indignation against Parwes and said that he
disons ned 1he corpus of Hadith as well as classical * Tafieer’ which according 1o lum cannot be irusted
as the sources of understanding the Quran by a modern man. The sulyect has been discassed so
widely and frequentiy (hat it is fulike 10 go on arguing on this issuc anymorc. yet. because certain

people contmue (o create misunderstandings. by referring to (his issuc. let me clarify it in the

o lowing wonds:

Tiw constituents of “Deen”are generally considered by Muslims as “the Quran and Hadieh”

We have become so much used to this idea that we never make the slightest effort to find out il o is
actaally right. Faen to cast o searching glance over it is considered sinful. However. there is one
g on winch all agree that Deen must be based on cerlainly and not speculations.

The Quran savs

"But most of them follow nothing but lfancy: truly fancy can be of
no avail against trath, Verily Allah is well aware of all what they
do." (10 530)
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Now 1P is for us 10 find out if any of the two components which are supposcd to compiis
{dven, is not bascd on fancy. And whether cach onc of these two componcnts hine been sinen o
Muslims by Allah and His Rasool (pbuh)? As rcgards the Quran it has bccn repeastedly said.

3530 ol S el S
"That which We have revealed to thee of (he book is the iruth., ™,

The Quran begins with the following words:- "This 1s the Book.in 1t 15 gwdance st
without doubt.” (2:2)

Thus it 15 the book without any fancy. sure and centain, On the other hand. Aliah ook
upon himself the collection and compilation of this book: ‘

"It 15 for us to collect and promulpaic it” (75:17)
Not only that. even the explanation of it
"Nav morce, it is for us 1o explain o (and make it clear).” (75 19)

Even beyond that. it is emphatically proclaimed that no change in the Quran is possible for
all times to comes:

"1t is We and We alone who have sent down this message and We
will assuredly guard it (from inicrpolations).” (154

The purily of the text of the Quran through the last fourteen cenurics is a forestasie of e
cternal care with which this Divine Message is guarded through all ages. To give a practieal shape 10
this protection the Rasool (pbuh) is addressed as (ollows:-

"0 Rasool! Proclaim the (mcssag,c) which has been sent 1o vou
from vour Rabb". (5:67)

In obeyance of this order. the Rasool (pbuh) dictated every word of the Quran (o 4 sroup ol
his companions and thousands of peoplc learnt it by heart and reproduced it before 1he Rascol tpbuly
who himself made corrections in their recitations. Thus the Rasool (pbuh) satisficd himsell tetore he
died that the complete message was delivered 1o humamty in its pristine forn. i his last address (o
the Ummah (Hijja-tul-Wida). before his death. he asked the people around hine o he had dobis ered
the message 1o them in full. And when the congregation replied in the alfirmative. he said.

"> Allalv! You are witness (0 the fact that | have delivered (he
message.”

After this Allaly conflirmed it by revealing the following verse.

A A
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"The code of divine laws is perfected in truth and i justice. Nong
can change His Laws, for He is the one who is All-Hearing and
All-knowing (6:113),

The Quran has thus come down 1o us from the Rasool (pbuhy perfects sale. thionel il

tast fourteen centurics and shall continue o do so for all times Lo conmc.,
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Hadith— We know that Allah has not taken upon"Himscl_f the safety of any other book
besides the Quran. Alah never ordained to collect Afadith and nerve promised to protect them.

Abhadith are supposed to be the collections of the sayings and deeds of the Rasool.(pbuh).
But did he himself take any steps to make them the part of the Deenn? Did he try to preserve them as
e did in the case of the Quran? The answer is that he did not take any steps towards the preservation
of any book other than the Quran. He never asked the people to note down what he said, he never
asked them 1o learn his savings by heart. He never tried to satisfy himsclf whether they remembered
all what he said, correctly. In fact he never made any arrangemenis for the safe preservation of his
own sayings for the future. why? Because firstly it was neither Allah's mashiyyat nor Rasool-Allah
saw any necessity of it. Also because it is not possible (o reproduce exactly, anything said verbally,
after a lapse of time. The spoken words when uttered are gonc forever, like the breath which carries
them. Thus the Rasool (pbuh) did not leave anything behind him except the Quran. There is even a
hadith in Bokfars which is con51dered to be the most duthentlcated book of Ahadith which runs as
follows:

"Ibn Abbas was asked. "What did the Rasool (pbuh) Iéave (for his
Ummah)?" He said, "He did not leave -anything except the Quran.
(Bokhari Volume 3, Kitab Fazailul-Quran)

This should satisfy those who consider both the Quran and the A]Jad:tb as the constituents
of Deen, of equal significance.

After the death of the Rasool (pbuh) his companions did their best to preserve and
promulgate the Quran. But what did they do about Ahadith? Did they try to collect, preserve and
promulgatc them? In 100 A H., some Abadith were collected during the &hifafar of Omar-bin-abdul
Aziz.- After this Imam-[bn-Shahab Zahri (died 124 A.D.) prepared a small collection of Ahadith
under orders of the then Caliph, about which he himself said that he did not like it. But these
collections did not last long, although the latter collections have been quoted from them. The first
such collection of Akadith which is available at present is by Imam Malik (died 179 A H.) Different
copies of this collection vary in their contents, on about 300 to 500 Ahadith. -

- Later on, ' the collection of Ahadith increased in number and volumes. Most of the well
known collections are " Safufr Bokhari” and "Muslim”, Imam Bokhan died it 256 A.H. He: collectegd
G000 Ahadith, out of which he selected 2630 for entry into his book and rejected the rest on

account of their unreliability, Similarly Imam Muslim collected 300,000 but decided to include only
4348

Such is the literature which is considered to be as much a part of Deen as the holy Quran.
fas apparent that the Hadies literature is based more on fancy and thus cannot be considered as the
basis ol /2cen. We can be bencfited by this Iiterature only as far as it is consistent with the holy
Quran. As (he Rasool (pbuh) did net leave behind any written record of anvthing other than the
Quran. it is no!l pessible 1o check whether a certain saying, attributed to the Rasool (pbuh). was
actually said by him. Thosc who tried to investigate the issue. only went to the extent of finding out
whether thosc fow persons, who are described to have originally collected the Ahadith, were really
reliable and truthfull This was the only procedure to sort out the correct from the-incorrect or forged
Ahadrth, On the other hand (here is no source available from which one could ascertain that the
Ahaditlr which have been attribuled to certain persons were actually related by them.
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The position that Parwez took about Ahbadith was that a Hadith consistent with the
teachings of the Quran may be considered as useful but those Ahadith which go against the teachings
ol the Quran, must be rejected. '

Fatwa-- The Mullahs of the higher rank also brought about some other fictitious
allegations against Parwez but having been crushed by the onslaught of Parwez's reasoning faculty &
took the last arrow from their quiver-- over 1000 so called Ulema. coined a Fafwa of Kufr on Parwer
in the year 1961. It is a pity that none of the {op intellectual Muslim scholars has ever escaped this
Fatwa of Kuft by our religious dwarfs, not even Sir Sycd Ahmad Khan and Allama Igbal. The
procedure of coining a Fatwa is casily available. The Mullahs of higher ranks have got a control over
the mullahs of lower ranks commonly known as 4/ PEey asAnybody who knows the art of stirring
human scntiments can collect any number of signatures from Mullahs of lower ranks. whose
knowledge of Islam is only rudimentary: against any respectable person of repuic, at any time. These
lower rank Mullahs can easily be purchased because they belong to the lowest strata of the present day
Muslim society. I hereby clarify my point by means of an example without disclosi ng any name as i
goes against the professional ethics. A well known Maulvi whom I paid respect and to whom 1 once
rendered monetary help, came 1o my clinic one winter morning, several years earlicr. He sat before
me wrapped in a shawl. frequently repeating the words (g1 3381 * 31 @i ) 1asked him about his
complaint and on examination found that he was suffering fr":n gonorrhea. I becamc annoved aud
asked him, wherefrom did he get the diseasc? He. like all other patients suffering from venercal
diseases. produced the faked story and told me that he got it from his own wife. On hearing this |
became furious and gave him such a good bit of chewing that the Maulvi who makes violent gestiires
and speaks likc a machine-gun while addressing the Juma congregations began to tremble aid tus
speech became irrelevant. You may get surprised to know that an Tmam of the mosque pof the
venereal disease but there is a greater surprise behind this story. this Maulvi was one of the
signatories of the Fa#wa against Parwez.

With this I end the story of the happenings which occurred during the lifc time of Parwer,
an intellectual giant of the twentieth century.
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