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BELIEF IN ONE ALLAH 
By 

Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq 
---------------------------------- 

I have in a previous chapter, defined a Momin according to the Quran. After a Momin 
gives his word that he believes in the Quran and the value system given in it, he enters 
into and agreement with a society of which he is a part, of his own free will. Such a 
society is also based on Quranic value system. 

وعدا عليه حقا في  ...ان الله اشترى من المؤمنين انفسهم واموالهم بان لهم الجنة يقاتلون في سبيل
 ...العابدون الحامدون السائحون الراكعون الساجدون ...من اوفى بعهده ونجيل والقران  والاالتوراة 

.وبشرالمؤمنين
“Surely, Allah (Society based on Allah’s value system) has bought from the believers 
their persons and their property. Theirs (in return) is the garden (guarantee of 
fulfillment of their basic needs for a peaceful and prosperous life). They fight in 
Allah’s way, so they slay and are slain. It is a promise, which is binding on Him in 
the Torah and the Gospel and the Quran. And, who is more faithful to his promise 
than Allah. Rejoice, therefore, in your bargain, which you have made. It is a mighty 
achievement. (Allah will give you full protection and nourishment provided you 
fulfill your part of the pledge)…” 9/111-112 
When they have given their word, the Momins act as follows:- 
a) Whenever, they find that at a certain stage, they adopted the wrong route, they 

stop, get back to the place from where they went in the wrong direction, and then 
step on the correct route. 

b) They follow the laws of God in all spheres of their life. 
c) They discover the bounties of nature and come to a considered decision that all 

praise is indeed for God, the creator of those bounties for free use by humanity. 
d) They traverse the universe in search of divine bounties. 
e) They always submit to divine value. 
f) They willingly, put their entire efforts in submission to divine values. 
g) They (as administrators) enforce only those laws which are proclaimed by God as 

beneficial and prevent people form doing wrong, as wrong is defined by God. 
h) They ensure that they themselves remain with the limits of Allah and as 

administrators ensure that others do the same. 
These are Momins. Tell them there is peace and prosperity awaiting them…” 9/112. 
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As will be noticed, one does not become a Momin just because he repeats a certain 
statement formally. Becoming a Momin is a commitment to live according to an ideal 
way of life. The Quran appreciates that it is not possible for a large number of people to 
adopt this ideal in one go. The aim is to inform people, at the outset, of the goal they have 
to achieve in good time. They all take their time in achieving it or getting as close to it as 
possible. The society must realize that it must inculcate in itself certain noble values 
before it can expect its members to lead their lives in a decent way. One-ness of God has 
already been discussed in detail. Its major implication is that a Momin receives his 
permanent value system ONLY from one source and that is the Quran, the word of God. 
The Quran neither discusses nor encourages discussion of a God as a person out there 
somewhere. For a Momin, belief in Allah means belief in His laws. 
FIVE DAILY PRAYERS 
The one topic on which the Quran lays maximum stress is for the establishment of a 
society in which all members live their individual and collective lives according to a 
defined value system, preferably, a value system which does not exceed the limits of 
Allah as defined in the Quran. Such a system, of course, encompasses all spheres of life – 
economic, political, social etc.  
Following in the footsteps of leader and never going beyond him is the basic meaning of 
the expression Salat, in Arabic language. As is common in all languages, root words have 
many different connotations when used in different contexts. This is specially so in 
Arabic. There are hundreds of words for a camel, a horse or a sword. The basic 
connotation of  (ى ل ص) or (و ل ص) is “the middle of posterior, a place where an animals’ 
tail is located”. Another connotation is to keep constantly sticking with something or 
somebody. In a horse race the leading horse is  ‘Sabiq’ (قباس) - the one in front. The 
following horse who is running so that its ears are close to the tail of the leading horse is 
‘Mussalee’. The second horse, while very close to the leader, never runs past the leader. 
This is the relationship between God’s laws and a Momin.  
God is going along a balanced path. 

 .ان ربي على صراط مستقيم ...اني توكلت على الله ربي وربكم
“…Surely my Sustainer is set on a balanced path.” 11/56. 
The Momin, wanting to follow in the footsteps of God, whishes to get to know this path 
so that he can constantly tread in the footsteps of God. 

 .اهدنا الصراط المستقيم
“Give us guidance towards the balanced path (which will lead us to peace and 
prosperity).” 1/6 
In the universe, all things other than man are willy-nilly, treading on the path determined 
for them by God. 
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 الم تر ان الله يسبح له من في السماوات والارض والطير صافات كل قد علم صلاته

 .والله عليم بما يفعلون وتسبيحه
“When you observe carefully, you will find that all things in the universe are 
striving their utmost (for producing the bounties of God) in the way of God, also the 
birds with their wings out stretched (indicating full effort). All beings (except man) 
know the sphere of their work and the full effort they have to devote to accomplish 
their duties (it is innate in them)…” 24/41. 
Notice the use of word (Salat)   صلوة  and (Tasbeeh)  تسبيح denoting, following a set path 
and exerting with maximum effort to do their duty in the direction set for them. All living 
beings (except man) are doing so, instinctively. They have no choice. Man, on the other 
hand, has been given freedom of action. He is not compelled but persuaded to (Salat)  صلوة and (Tasbeeh)  تسبيح   i.e. work hard to achieve a noble aim by following a decent 
course of action. He is at liberty to set no aim for himself and take it easy, if he so wishes. 
Obviously, this course of action will have undesirable consequences. But if he does 
decide to work hard to achieve a goal, he again has a choice of either deciding upon the 
goal by himself as well as the means to achieve the end or asking God for advice on what 
his aim should be and what are the fair means to achieve such an aim. The Quran offers 
advice on both counts and asks believers to establish institutions, which would facilitate 
individuals in following in the footsteps of God. This is (Salat)  صلوة  and (Tasbeeh) 
 for human beings. It is not some kind of an individual act. People have to reflect تسبيح
and in the light of divine guidance, to set a common goal, not individual goals. It has to 
be collectively determined, in the light of divine guidance, as to which are fair and unfair 
means, agreed upon by all after a free and fair discussion. 

 ....الذين ان مكناهم في الارض اقاموا الصلاة واتوا الزكاة وامروا بالمعروف
“Momin are those when they have achieved sovereignty in a land, establish Salat, 
give nourishment to people, and enjoin good and forbid evil…” 22/41. 
It should be noted that sovereignty in a given piece of land is a pre-requisite for 
establishment of Salat. Understandably so, because only in such a situation, people are 
free to determine their own course of action. And deciding the details of Salat is also a 
collective task, which free people undertake in consultation with each other. 

 ....والذين استجابوا لربهم واقاموا الصلاة وامرهم شورى بينهم
“Momins are those who respond to the call of God, and establish Salat and 
determine the details of fair and foul in consultation with each other…”42/38. 
When people get together to consult each other in formulating the details of Salat they 
have to offer their considered opinions. They also have to debate on the desirability of 
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adopting or rejecting various courses of action offered by other participants. For this, they 
have to be in full possession of their faculties before they can participate in this activity. 

 ....ياايها الذين امنوا لاتقربوا الصلاة وانتم سكارى حتى تعلموا ماتقولون
“O you who believe, do not go anywhere near Salat when you are in a state of 
intoxication. Only, do so when you know exactly what you are saying…” 4/43. 
A man who has lost his cool, whether under the influence of drugs or anger or any 
emotional stress, must not waste other peoples time by being illogical and irrational in a 
debating institution. In modern times, freely elected local councils, welfare institutions, 
district and provincial assemblies or federal parliaments would all appear to be a genuine 
attempt at evolving a collective system of Salat. We, all hope that their composition will 
improve when electors exercise their judgements in choosing their representatives with 
care and the elected people learn to remain within the Limits of Allah when legislating 
for their times. 
Salat, encompasses all fields of human activity. We, must follow in Gods’ footsteps in all 
spheres of life. It was very unfortunate when Muslims restricted the application of Salat 
in only on spheres, that is worship. Following in the footsteps of God was enjoined upon 
all messengers of God. Take Shoaib for example. 

 ؤا......قالوا ياشعيب اصلاتك تامرك ان نترك مايعبد اباؤنا او ان نفعل في اموالنا مانش
“They said O Shoaib, does the Salat that you enjoin, tells us that we should forsake 
the way of life followed by our ancestors or that we should not do what we please 
with our economy…” 11/87. 
It is clear from here that the Quranic Salat has certainly something definite to do with an 
economic system. Shoaib goes on to expand on the various aspects of Salat as enjoined 
by him when he says, among other things. 

 ....الا باͿ عليه توكلت لاصلاح مااستطعت وماتوفيقيان اريد الا ا....
“What I wish to do is to effect improvement in every way that I can…” 11/88. 
The establishment of Salat means following the laws of God in all respects as opposed to 
following other laws including man’s own evil instincts when they urge him to take the 
easy way out. 

 فخلف من بعدهم خلف اضاعوا الصلاة واتبعوا الشهوات فسوف يلقون غيا
“The messengers conveyed divine message, but there came after them an evil 
generation who forsook Salat and followed their own lusts…” 19/59. 
Implications of Salat become very clear here when its opposite is “following own lusts” 
rather than, “following in the footsteps of God”. And, lusts encompass all spheres of life. 
An important connotation of Salat is when it is used in the form of ‘Salat A’la’(على صلوة)- 
it means to respect somebody; to wish somebody well and to appreciate somebody’s 
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efforts so that it encourages him to do the good work he is doing with even more 
enthusiasm. When Momins are striving hard, working day and night steadfastly for the 
establishment of a peaceful and prosperous society in the world by perusing the laws of 
God, He, along with His forces of nature, deeply appreciate this activity, wishes them 
well and encourage them to continue on these lines. 

 .ليخرجكم من الظلمات الى النور وكان بالمؤمنين رحيما هو الذي يصلي عليكم وملائكته
“He is who sends blessings on you and so do His angels, that He may (with your 
efforts) bring you forth out of darkness into light…” 33/43. 
God was specially pleased with the Messenger Muhammad for the steadfastness with 
which he faced the obstacles placed in his way and continued to advance the cause of 
God in the face of hardships and torture. 

 ان الله وملائكته يصلون على النبي ياايها الذين امنوا صلوا عليه وسلموا تسليما
“Surely, Allah and His angels bless the Prophet. O you who believe, you should also 
bless him by following His commands willingly and in full.” 33/56. 
It should be noted that God has Himself indicated the way Momins should appreciate the 
noble work undertaken by the Prophet. And, the way is to join hands with him and 
willingly obey his instructions so that they can participate in the advancement of the 
cause of God. This is a call for action by the Momins. It is to be regretted that we respond 
to this invitation to work with just uttering some words: 

 اللهم صلى على محمد عبدك ورسولك و على المومنين والمومنات
“O God, bless the Prophet…” not even realizing that we are asking God to do what He 
has already told us that He and His Forces of Nature (Malaika) are doing. By just 
repeating a few words, millions of Muslims all over the world spend their useful time in 
an unproductive activity and are happy that they are following divine instructions. No 
wonder, neither they nor society at large, accomplish anything significant as a result of 
this action. 
From what we have seen so far, Salat is an activity, which goes an all the time in all 
places. In whatever spheres of live, at whatever time of the day or night, whenever 
and wherever Muslims are performing their duties according to divine laws, that is 
the establishment of Salat. But, the term Salat is also used for periodic gatherings of 
Muslims for consultation on resolving issues facing them. Such Gatherings are 
convened to meet at designated places and times. 

 .ين كتابا موقوتاكانت على المؤمن فاقيموا الصلاة ان الصلاة......
“Participation in Salat gatherings is mandatory for Muslims at designated times and 
places…” 4/103. 
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Howsoever busy they may be in work, commerce or entertainment or other daily chores, 
they must shed these activities and gather at the time and place announced for gatherings. 
When matters under discussion have been considered and resolved, they should disperse 
and resume whatever activity they were busy in before the meetings. 

البيع ذلكم   وذرواياايها الذين امنوا اذا نودي للصلاة من يوم الجمعة فاسعوا الى ذكر الله
فاذا قضيت الصلاة فانتشروا في الارض وابتغوا من فضل الله  .خير لكم ان كنتم تعلمون
ماعند الله خير من اللهو ومن التجارة والله خير . .....تفلحون واذكروا الله كثيرا لعلكم

 .الرازقين
“O you who believe, whenever a call is made for getting together in the cause of 
God, shed all other business and hasten to participate in such meetings convened for 
your common good in obedience to the laws of Allah. This would be very useful for 
your common good. When the meetings are declared closed, spread out to resume 
your economic and other activities. And, remember that if you wish your activities 
to be fruitful, always perform them in accordance with the laws of Allah. Some new 
entrants in your movement, O Prophet, leave you in the lurch when they see profit 
or better entertainment elsewhere. Tell them that whatever you will get as a result 
of following the laws of Allah would be better for you than waste of time and energy 
in wrong kind of business and entertainment…” 62/10-11. 
Such meetings could be convened at any time of day and night, whenever necessary. The 
Quran recommends that the matters at issue should first be discussed in the light of 
Quranic guidance in a calm and peaceful environment before sunrise when life’s hustle 
and bustle commences. Then, throughout the day from sunrise to noon, after sunset, 
meetings could be called when necessary. The Quran does not give the frequency and 
timings of such gatherings. Muslims would have to decide these matters according to 
their requirements of the time. 

ومن . قران الفجر ان قران الفجر كان مشهودا ليل والصلاة لدلوك الشمس الى غسق ااقم 
 .ليل فتهجد به نافلة لك عسى ان يبعثك ربك مقاما محموداا

“First, discussion of issues under Quranic directions should be before sunrise. 
Thereafter, have such meetings on and as required basis from sunrise to just after 
sunset. (Generally, night is meant for rest). But if circumstances so demand, some 
designated people and especially you should work for some part of the night also (so 
that broad directions for collective good are formulated in emergencies)…” 17/78-
79. 
There is one other passage where the Quran urges convening of such gatherings as found 
necessary, without specifying timings and frequency. 
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 ....واقم الصلاة طرفي النهار وزلفا من الليل ان الحسنات يذهبن السيئات

“Establish Salat, during the day, evenings or early part of night…” 11/114. 
People have to work hard to implement decisions arrived at during these meetings. For 
this the Quran recommends continuous hard work during day, evening and parts of night 
when necessary. 

ليل فسبحه ومن ا. فاصبر على مايقولون وسبح بحمد ربك قبل طلوع الشمس وقبل الغروب
 .وادبار السجود

“O Prophet, inspite of what your opponents have to say to ridicule your 
programme, you should remain steadfast in your resolve. And, keep putting in 
sustained hard work from before sunrise to before sunset and at night when 
necessary… “ 50/39-40.  
There is a specific mention of Salat-al-Fajar and Salat-al-Isha in chapter-24 in connection 
with the conduct of household servants etc. at certain hours. 

(Continue) 
============================= 
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JIHAD IS NOT TERRORISM 
PROPAGANDA 

By 
Ghulam Ahmad Parwez 
English Rendering by 

Shahid Chaudhry 
============================== Those responsible for extending an invitation to the way of Allah should appeal to the intellect, prudence, insight and discernment of people; only then they will be able to influence them by the principles of Islam. 

(O Messenger, tell them), “My way and that of my followers is very clear and straight. My call is based on firm conviction and reason. My followers also follow this (style of inviting to the way of Allah with reason and subtle preaching). Allah is much above our setting up peers to Him.” (12:108) 
Compulsion and Duress is Despotism 
The Quran warns us by recounting particular details of fallen nations that wayward and despotic rulers abrogated men’s right to freedom of expression and owing to their dominating power forced their religion on others. In context of Hazrat Shuaib (Jethro of the Bible) and his people it states:  

The leaders of the arrogant party among his people (who were intoxicated with power and wealth) said, “O Shuaib, we will certainly drive you and your followers out of our city, or you will have to accept our religion.” He replied, “Are you going to force your religion on us even though we abhor it?” (7:88) 
And at a number of places it is mentioned in the Quran that when the court priests (‘magicians’ of the Bible) of Pharaoh saw the truth and declared their convinced faith in the Sustainer (God) of Hazrat Musa (Moses), the arrogant Pharaoh exclaimed: 
(Pharaoh) said: “You believe (in Musa) without my permission? Surely, he is your chief. He has imparted to you spurious knowledge. Be sure now, I will cut off your hands and your feet alternately, and I shall crucify you on the trunks of palm trees, and you shall know for certain which one of us can inflict sterner and more lasting punishment.”   (20:71)   

Acceptance under Duress is Invalid 
The Messengers (Prophets of God) came to eradicate this tyranny, despotism, domination and injustice. As such, the objective of Islam is to wipe off despotism and compulsion so as to create an atmosphere in which man has the rights of 
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freedom of expression and free choice. Now, consider a supposition: a man is steadfast in conviction but is compelled to violate the Divine laws; should he be considered a transgressor? In the light of the Quranic teachings the answer to this question is in the negative. Acceptance under duress does not amount to belief (16:106). So acceptance of Kufr (ideas opposed to the Quran) under compulsion does not make you a Kafir (Rejector), who rejects the teachings of Islam. Similarly, acceptance of Islam under coercion would not make one a Muslim. The Quran is very cautious in this regard. For instance, some Bedouins were impressed by the power and majesty of the Muslims and accepted Islam. The Quran said to them, “Do not call yourselves ‘Believers’; you have merely submitted to the political system of Islam - Eiman (belief in the Divine Guidance with reason and knowledge) has not entered your hearts.” (49:12). Therefore, to be a Muslim Eiman should reach the depths of your heart. This means that there should be no contradiction between your thoughts, utterances and actions; they should all be in accordance with the Divine Guidance as enshrined in the Quran. Can this type of Eiman be created under duress? Obviously, not. 
Apostasy 
Leaving non-Muslims aside, even if a Muslim develops doubts about the truth of Islam, will he remain a Muslim? The answer is again in the negative. The reason is obvious: a man is free to enter the fold of Islam and he is at liberty to leave it. Therefore, the Quran does not prescribe any punishment for apostasy. No one must be terrified by threats of punishment into staying within Islam, nor must one be forced to become a Muslim. The very idea is meaningless.  
No Compulsion in Islam 
Now let us come to the verse that is the final word in this regard. This verse is enough evidence to remove all doubts about the matter. The Quran states: 

[If Allah, the possessor of such might, had desired then His order could have been established in the human sphere as it is in the natural sphere, but He did not wish to exercise compulsion.] There is no compulsion in Islam. Through His revelation Allah has made the right and the wrong path clear and left men free to choose either path (18:29, 90:10, 76:3). Whoever turns away from the wrong path of oppressive forces and comes to the right one has grasped the trustworthiest handhold, which will never break. Allah is all Knowing and all Hearing. (2:256) 
There is nothing more to say in this context because ‘the right direction has been made distinct from the wrong one’ (2:256). 

Why, then, all the fighting? 
There is no compulsion in Islam; Islam is an ideology of peace and guarantees security; Islam is all for reconciliation and peace. Why on earth, then, are the pages 



 Tolu-e-Islam 10 January, 2010 
of the Quran, books of history and biographies of the last Messenger filled with episodes of war? In fact, biographies of the last Messenger penned by the earlier writers talk more about wars than the life, times and character of the son of Abdullah.  

Doubts have arisen about war and related questions because Islam has classed as ‘religion’. Islam is not a religion. In fact, it is a challenge to Religion because it is Deen. There is a subtle difference between religion and Deen. If one ignores this difference then all sorts of doubts and confusions crop up. 
Religion and Deen 
Religion involves a private and personal relationship between man and God. This relationship does not concern itself with man’s worldly life for which he requires another system called the State or Government. In religion, God is just an object of worship. Man is the worshiper and God is the worshiped. But Islam is not religion. It is Deen. The word mazhab (religion) is not even mentioned in the Quran.  

In comparison, Deen is the entire system of life. It encompasses each and every aspect of human life. When one ponders on the varying aspects of human life, one realises that the word Deen used by the Quran in this context is both eloquent and comprehensive. 
In comparison to all other creations man is born without the means to defend himself. In order to protect and defend himself he is dependent on collective life or society. As such, man is defined as a social animal. 
Society is dependent on rules, regulation and laws because when a man leads a social life the effect of his thoughts and actions are not confined to him alone. Therefore, it is not possible for a human society to survive without rules and laws. 
The system under which this society survives is called ‘the state’ in modern terminology. This system is called ‘System of State’. It has one central authority that maintains the social norms and rest of the members of this State remain obedient and subordinate to that authority. 
The members of a State adopt this life of obedience and subservience because it is beneficial to them. As such a social system will have the following organs:  
– Central authority 
– Obedience and subservience of the members 
– A constitution that is to be followed 
– Effects of this on life 
– System of State 
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The Quran introduces this system of state with a comprehensive term of Deen. Ever since man attained consciousness and started living in a society he has developed and adopted varying methods of establishing a State. During the ancient period man led a nomadic life where tribes were governed by autocratic chieftains. Times changed. Man graduated to dictatorship, to nationalism, to fascism, to communism, to democracy, and so on. Though these are all different types of States but they differ only in form and not in character. The underlying spirit governing these types of States in all ages has always been the same. These States were formed on the basis of race, language, colour and nation, and on the belief that some people have the right to draft laws for the rest of the people. But the Quran declared that these types of States and the basis of forming them are all fabricated by men and therefore in the wrong. Unity of ideology should be the basis for establishing a State, I.e. a group of people believing in one particular ideology of life are members of one community and citizens of one State. And the basis of such a State is that no man has the right to draft laws for other men; only Allah has the right to formulate immutable laws. As such, in this system only Allah is the Central Authority and sovereignty lies with Him alone. Since the natural outcome of belief in Oneness of the Creator is unity amongst the created, the foundation of this system is based on justice.  

The Meaning of Justice 
Justice under manmade laws means decisions in accordance with the law current at any given time. For instance, at one time consumption of alcohol was prohibited in America. Anyone found violating this law was punished and it was considered just. Now this law has been repealed and, consequently, alcohol consumers cannot be questioned or punished. Today this is considered justice. So manmade laws change with time and space. They are relative, not absolute. As such, it is possible that a decision that is considered ‘just’ may not be just at all. At the most one can say that the decision is in accordance with the laws in use. 

The laws of Allah, as stated earlier, are immutable and based on the absolute truth. So, the decisions taken on their basis would be absolutely and really just. In this system justice would mean that every individual is provided with equal means and opportunities to develop their latent faculties. This way they will achieve their deserved status in society in accordance with their developed faculties. Therefore the salient features of the Deen that has been introduced by the Quran to the world are: 
 In this State central authority and sovereignty lies only with Allah. 
 All members of this community are equally obedient and subservient to the laws of Allah. 
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 The fundamental laws and principles of this State are enshrined and preserved in the Quran. 
 The practical outcome of this system is justice which every member of the State is responsible for establishing. If (s)he fails to perform his/her duty (s)he will be held accountable in the Court of Allah. 
 This then is Ad-Deen. It is also called Islam. Every Messenger, from the first to the last, propagated the same Deen. 

Messengers (Prophets of God) came to establish this Deen. But once they were no more, their followers used to reduce it to ‘religion’. For instance, during the time of Hazrat Isa (Jesus Christ) the Jews had totally abandoned the concept of Deen. That is why the Jews opposed Hazrat Isa who wanted them to revolt against the despotic rule of the Romans. But, to the Jews, it meant an end to their religious hegemony. So they started opposing the son of Mary. 
The last Messenger, Muhammad, also came to establish this Deen. The Jews and the Christians had disfigured the original message of Deen to such an extent that when the last Messenger appeared, the Bible had already been filled with non-divine teachings like – ‘render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to the Church the thing that are Church’s.’(Luke 21/25). In other words, Deen (the affairs of the Hereafter) was had been separated from the affairs of the world (the Here). Oneness had given way to Duality. It happened because Deen was replaced by ‘religion’. Religion was monasticism for the masses and governance was the right of Caesar. The Quran came to eradicate all these anomalies, so it declared:  
The monasticism which they invented for themselves was not prescribed by Allah for them. (57:27)  
Allah sent only Deen through His Messengers. This Deen is: 
The only Deen prescribed by Allah for all humanity is Islam. This was given also to the earlier Messengers but their followers created differences through mutual jealously. Allah’s law of Requital is that whoever rejects the Divine guidance Allah is Swift in calling him to account. (3:19) 

The Practical form 
The basic characteristic and fundamental distinction from other systems of Deen is that in it requires one to obey the laws of Allah and no one else.   

(O Messenger) follow that what is revealed to you and wait steadfastly till Allah settles the issue between you and your opponents. He is the best of all judges. (10:109) 
The Meaning of Ibada 
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This obedience and subservience is termed ibada in the Quran. (This comprehensive Quranic term is commonly – but erroneously – is translated into English as ‘worship’ and regrettably has been taken as such in the entire corpus of conventional Islam). Ibada literally means slavery and subservience. As such, the relationship of man and Allah is of that of Master and slave and not that of worshiper and the worshiped. Please recall the sermon of Hazrat Yusuf (the Biblical Joseph)  - that provided him comfort in the dark cells of jail - which makes it very clear that authority and the right to rule rests only with Allah (inil-Hukmu illaa lillaah, 12:40): therefore, obey and be slave of Allah only (amara allaa ta-buduuu illaaa iy-yaah, 12:40). The two passages make the meaning of ibada very clear.  

(O Messenger) say to them: “I am but a human being like you with the only difference that it has been revealed to me that the entire authority rests with Allah the One; let him who believes in His law of Requital do that which is right, and not to obey anyone other than Allah and thus associate any authority with Him.”                                                             (18:110)  
A little earlier in the same chapter it states: 
He allows none to share His governance. (18:26) 
Therefore, according to the Quran, ibada is not ‘worship’ but is to become obedient and subservient to Allah. So, when a slave of Allah states iyya-ka nabuuduu (‘we obey only You – 2:5) to Him with humility, he accepts being the obedient slave of Allah and in this way he is in fact sounding the bugle of revolution by Deen against ‘religion’. 

Religion and Politics 
Manmade laws divide human life into two compartments of religion and politics. Accordingly, God becomes an object of worship whereas ‘worldly’ affairs are governed by manmade laws of the land. At the time of the advent of the last Messenger this duality was at its peak and consequently there was chaos and disorder in the entire world. Indeed the last Messenger came to eradicate this duality. Dr. Muhammad Iqbal  1 states: 

Foundation of the Church upon monasticism was laid, 
How could kingship in mendicancy be contained? 
Royalty and monk-hood between them contended, 
It is exaltation, the other debasement; 

                                                 
1 Dr. Muhammad Iqbal (1877-1938) was the foremost Islamic philosopher of the last century as 
well as a poet and political leader. He is considered the spiritual father of Pakistan, having 
advocated a free Muslim state in India in 1930, though he never lived to see Pakistan appear on 
the map. 
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Politics freed itself from Faith, 
Nothing did holiness of the old man of the Church avail; 
When separation took place between wealth and religion, 
All that was left was over-lordship of desire, 
Duality is the misfortune of State and Religion, 
Duality is the benightedness of civilisation’s eye, 
It is the miracle of a desert-dweller, 
Bearing of good tidings is synonymous with warning; 
Safety of mankind in it lies, 
That sufi [the mystic] and the King become one. 2 
This was the thought that the last Messenger propagated among people who had broken their covenant with Allah (that subservience is only for Allah). These people were spreading chaos and disorder on earth because they had violated the laws of Allah by dissociating politics from religion.  
(Who are Fasiqin? They are people) who break their covenant with Allah and who sunder what Allah has ordered to be joined. They, thus, create disorder and mischief in earth (with their misdeeds). (But little do they realise that by doing so) they cause loss (only) to themselves. (2:27)  

Power and Authority 
No system of State can be established without power. Law becomes law only when there is an authority to implement it. The Quran in the following inspiring words states this fact:  

(O people) this is a fact that We had sent aforetime Our Messengers with unambiguous proofs and sent with them the Book (of law) and balance (of right and wrong), that men may strive to establish justice. And We sent down (the sword of) iron in which is great might, as well as many benefits for mankind, that Allah may test who it is that will help (in establishing the Deen of) the Unseen and His Messengers: for Allah is full of strength and exalted in might. (57:25) 
The State system is established by the Book (law) and iron. 3 Law without the power of implementation is nothing but a code of ethics. Religious leaders often preach this in their sermons the audiences enjoy sermons hoping that God will bless 

                                                 
2 M. Iqbal, Baal-e-Jibril 
3 Iron meaning power; an allusion to force of arms since iron/steel formed the material for swords, 
the weapon representative of force 
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them because their religious leaders have given them valuable counsel; but, they only deceive themselves. On the other hand, power unbridled by law creates anarchy and despotism in the land. 

In religion (i.e. law without power) the basis of right and wrong is settled through debates and arguments. Everyone tries to prove the supremacy and truthfulness of their religion through logic and philosophy. The Quran provides Permanent Values (immutable laws) for whose implementation power and authority are indispensable. 
Government (Political power) 
The power to implement these values is known as Istakhlaf (government). The Deen is established through Istakhlaf. 

Allah has promised such of you as believe (in His revelation with reason and knowledge) and do good deeds (in order to accept the responsibility of governance) that He will surely make them to succeed (the present rulers) in the land just as He caused to succeed (others) those who were before them; and that He will surely establish in authority and power their Deen which He has approved for them, and that He will change (their state), after the fear in which they (lived), to one of security and peace so that they remain obedient and subservient only to Him. Those who reject (the Divine laws) henceforth, they are the miscreants (who spread rebellion and disorder in earth). (24:55)   
What, then, is the result of establishing the Deen? Man does not associate anyone with the Authority of Allah and remains obedient and subservient (ibada) only to Him. In this way the laws enshrined in the Quran would be implemented and the power thus achieved would be accountable to the laws of Allah. The Quran and the sword (wisdom and power) are inseparable. In other words, to make the teachings of the Quran practically applicable one needs power which should be guided by the teachings of the Quran. 
About this power the Quran states:  
O Muslim, keep ready what force you can muster to meet your enemy together with strong cavalry with which you can strike terror in the hearts of those who are enemy to Allah and to you; and those beside them whom you do not know but whom Allah knows. (8:60) 
This, however, does not mean that the Deen given by Allah and enshrined in the Quran would be established by the power of the sword. People would not be forced to become Muslims. We have already stated in detail that forcing a person to become, or remain Muslim, is against the basic fundamentals of the Quran. Now the question arises: What is the purpose of this power? The following chapter proposes to present its answer. 

================= 
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PARADOXICAL JUSTICE 
(Federal High Court Judge sent to jail) 

By 
Abdul Rasheed Samnakay, Australia 

======================= 
 Introduction- Recently Justice Marcus Einfeld of Australia, a Federal High Court judge, a Queen’s Counsel -QC, recipient of Order of Australia- AO, a Human rights Commissioner and activist and an iconic personality, was sentenced to two years jail. 
 The offence was that in order to avoid paying a $77 traffic speeding fine, he alleged that it was his lady friend who was driving his car at the time the speed camera snapped it for speeding at sixty km/h in a fifty km/h speed zone. He was acquitted. 
 A newspaper editor grew suspicious of the case and investigated the matter. The Police then got involved and found that the alleged lady driver in fact had passed away few years prior in the US! The alibi was thus found to be false and one thing led to another. In March 2009 Einfeld was found guilty of perjury and perverting the course of justice and sent to jail for two years. 
 Thus a very distinguished career of a Judge came crashing down to an ignominious end! 
 Dear Abid and Uzminah 
 Been a long time we have not taken up weighty issues, and you came up with this one! 
 We are perplexed as to why even an ordinary person would do such a thing! One routinely pays traffic fine and no body is the wiser. One almost felt sorry for Einfeld, thinking that because he was of a lofty position that as a judge, being caught breaking the law of the land, however minor, was unthinkable or even a calamity in a civilized society! If that was what he was thinking then he should have been let off for a frailty of a human being who panicked, being a noble and a decent person. 
 But that was not the case as it turned out during the investigations. There were a few such previous incidences too, but he had escaped justice!............ Or was he after all let off because of his position? 
 For an ordinary citizen of the world, this world called ‘the global village’, modern justice systems are unfathomable paradoxes to you and I! To cite just a few examples: 
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- Drivers of vehicles, knowing very well that it is illegal to drive ‘under the influence’ take innocent lives on roads due to their drunkenness. When charged they are fined a few dollars or their driving license is cancelled for a few months. On the other hand, in many countries one is sent to jail for years if embroiled in a fist fight only! 
- For years CEOs (Lately dubbed Criminal Extortion Officers?) of multinational corporations have been running the companies in the ground and put hundreds of employees out of jobs but the CEOs are not only paid their full salaries but additional bonuses in millions of dollars. Yet if an employee steals a few dollars from the company he/she is sent to jail as a criminal! 
- Political murders and disappearances of people in power struggles, happen routinely, or foes are imprisoned on trumped up charges and even put to death, the culprits are hardly ever brought to justice. If ever brought to Court they walk out free. Yet rapes and tortures are carried out routinely in many countries but when the victims demands justice, it is often the victims who are put away often for life, or disappear, particularly in our countries! 

 In Marcus Einfeld’s case, the justice meted out would have been exemplary, as you say, had the accused been guilty of the offence for the first time, that is, if he was caught and punished after the first offence. Then some aspects of the case could have been very interesting to discuss with reference to this country. Judging from the reaction here, this is a gut wrenching event in the legal/moral history of the nation. 
 Not very long ago this country was a British Convict Colony and once some people here even boasted of their ‘convict ancestry’. But now it ranks as a world class, civilised, democratic and a developed nation where people from poorer parts of the world scamper to migrate. So what has changed? 
 The two salient words that keep popping up, in trying to solve this riddle are:- CHARACTER and PRINCIPLES! But how to define these values you ask? 
 Let us try by comparing a couple of real life examples from two different countries: 

1. In January 1995 there was a huge earth quake in Kobe, Japan. In the coverage of the calamity on TV news, a reporter asked the Japanese lady-shopkeeper as to why she was not selling torches and other essential things required for emergency at higher prices than they were before the earth quake. She looked at the reporter in astonishment, bowed politely and simply said ‘we just do not do such things!’ There was a queue of customers for essential things, and so she continued serving them with a smile. 
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2. Eight years ago, a visiting Senator from Pakistan expressed his annoyance to us that the noise of the vehicles coming to stop at the traffic lights in front of their ground floor flat in town, even when there were no other cars on the road at late hours of the night, would often disturb their sleep. He asked – ‘Bhai Sahib, why do they stop on red light at night? We don’t do this back home!’ 

 The Quran gives further help, when sought, for example: 
 The first point that comes to mind is Einfeld trying to frame some one else for his guilt-- and who so ever goes astray will reap the consequences of it themselves, no bearer shall bear the burden of another 17:15. The fact that he committed an unforgivable crime against society and so, even the man made law took a dim view of it, let alone Quran. Then the Quran says —should not take into custody someone else than one who is guilty of the offence. If we do this we would be acting unjustly 12-79. 
 The fact that Einfeld had held such a high position in the system of law and that he was the custodian of withholding the laws-of-the land and accordingly dispensing justice probably had turned the issue into an unforgivable error of judgment on his part. This must have played very heavily on his mind and hence the panic obsession to mask his traffic misdemeanor, if it can be called as that, because he turned out to be a repeat offender. 
 Could this last point not have been taken in consideration by the presiding Judge? Could it be that because Einfeld was a judge, it prevented the presiding judge from making such an allowance and be lenient to the accused? Could the court have not imposed a very heavy fine instead, for being a repeat offender but spare the accused the imprisonment?  But then--nor shall any form of compensation be accepted nor be favored 2-48 the Quran says.  
 Had the presiding judge done so, would it not be seen by the society to be favoring a fellow judge and thus be accused of dispensing unequal justice (adal), that is, one rule for the elite and another for the commoner? Thus negating the tenet -- WE have honoured mankind 17-70, lofty and lowly without distinction -- you should give full measure and weight with equity and justice…...even if your own kin are involved in the matter 6-153. 
 One fact stands out that some thing must have changed in the psyche and character of this nation, to have changed from a convict colony, to what it is now—a prominent and prosperous nation standing shoulder to shoulder with other advanced, developed and powerful nations (ostensibly civilized too). Yet this majority Christian country in the name of Justice did not flinch to send one of its iconic sons to jail! Why?... 

“Justice… justice… you shall pursue (Deuteronomy, Chapter 16, Verse 20)”! 
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 One also can not ignore the examples given in the Quran, in the context of bani-israil in particular and others nations too, that a nation that neglects the universal unchanging laws of retribution in nature of - action and reaction - is doomed to servitude and ignominy, and further warns—God does not alter the condition of people until they bring about a change (for the better) in their own-‘self’ 13:11.  
 Although there are wrongs done in the name of justice all over the world, are there lessons for Muslim countries to comprehend some of the changes for good that have and are occurring in the Western nations today? Namely upholding the law and therefore dispensing of Justice! 
 That inqilaab- revolution is what Iqbal, our own poet-thinker and mentor had contemplated in Europe over hundred years ago: 

Musalman ko Musalman kardiya tufaan-e-maghrib nay The Muslims are converted into ‘believers’ by the storms in the West 
Talaatum haaey daryaa hee say hai gohar kee seyraabee it is the agitation of the sea that in reality nourishes the Pearl! 

 It appears Iqbal later realized, that the change did not happen fast enough for him, so then he sheds tears at the inability of Muslims not to heed and listen to his cry and laments as they continue snoozing even in the changing world and so are left further behind. 
Fugaaney neem shab shaair kee baarey gosh hoti hai The midnight cry of the poet falls harshly on those asleep Nah hoe jab chashm-e-mehfil aashnaa-e-lutfey bay khaawbee. the audience is so unfamiliar of the pleasures of late- night vigil! 

 Parvez Sahib too, in explaining aakhiraa says some thing like –Momin is one who believed in the future, but today, the community of Momineen- (Muslims) are the most neglectful of the future and hence lag behind every other Nation! 
================= 
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