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POLITICAL VALUE SYSTEM 
By 

Maj Gen (Rtd) Ihsan-ul-Haq 
---------------------------------- 

In this chapter, we will deal with  
a) The setting up of institutions which would formulate rules to organize 

a society or government. 
b) Procedure for election  of people for such institutions. 
c) Procedure for evolving the law. 

The Quran offers clear guidance regarding the selection of people for these tasks 
-------------------------------------- 

“Surely, Allah commands you to make over the administration of affairs of 
state to those worthy of such a task … “ 4/58. 

Merit alone is, therefore, the criteria for such appointments. 
 

“Affairs of state are to be conducted in consultation among themselves….” 
42/38. 

Make this further clear that there are no hereditary or arbitrary appointments. 
Legislators and administrators at all levels are to be elected by the people 
themselves. As far as judging on merit is concerned, the Quran describes 
characteristic of a مومن (Momin), a firm believer in “Limits of Allah”, in great 
details. These will be set out in a separate chapter. Muslims must measure 
candidates for office at all levels against Quranic description and make a selection 
of the best candidates. 
The electedاولى الامر (those entrusted with the affairs of state) are, in turn, asked 
to enact legislation or administrative procedures in consultation with the people as 
enjoined in 42/38 in the paragraph above. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) himself set 
a brilliant precedent in this sphere by consulting his people in all-important 
affairs. 
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“And consult them in formulation and enforcement of matters of state ..” 
3/159. 

The Quran does not give the details or the form of such consultative institutions. 
It is for the Muslims themselves to evolve such institutions for themselves to suit 
their times and space so long as the principle of consultation is not lost sight of at 
any level. 
“Limits of Allah” are clearly defined in the Quran but difference might well arise 
on smaller matters of detail when legislations is under discussion. At whatever 
level such differences arise the final arbiter should be the elected Chief Executive 
of the Islamic State. 

  
“But, no, by the Lord (Rabb), they believe not until they make you a judge of 

what is in dispute between them and then find not any straitness in their 
hearts regarding your decision” 4/65. 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as Chief Executive, would, of course, make his final 
judgment in the light of what he would understand as a divine injunction. Later 
Chief Executives would certainly follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet and 
ensure that their arbitration would be according to their understanding of the 
“Limits of Allah” 

 
“And, in whatever you differ, the final judgment thereof is with Allah…” 

42/10. 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and the Chief Executives, who follow him, would 
represent Allah in such a situation. 
It will be noticed that great stress has been laid upon the necessity of consultation 
among people whenever deciding upon matters of common interest. Institutions 
would, of course, be set up according to requirements of times. Local councils, 
district councils, provincial and federal parliaments would all be a part of general 
machinery of consultative procedure. The Quran, deliberately, does not  go into 
the details of such organizations but does talk extensively of the principles 
governing consultative assemblies. Two very important pillars in this respect are 
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the institution of ‘Salat’ (Muslims’ Regular Prayer) and ‘Hajj’ (Pilgrimage to 
Mecca) 
I will discuss these institutions in greater detail later. Here only a brief 
introduction should suffice. Muslims all over the world assemble in their 
respective organizations at stated times to discuss problems facing them and find 
solutions. 

 
“… Salat indeed has been enjoined on the believers at specified timings...” 

4/103. 
The primary aim of congregational prayers ( ) is for the Muslims to assemble 
for a particular mission. Frequency and exact timings of such gatherings have not 
been given in the Quran because these would depend on requirements of times 
and places. Such meetings may be daily, weekly, monthly and so on or on “as 
required basis”. I may mention in passing that the Muslims have done injustice to 
the Quran by restricting ( ) to prayers alone. Salat has political, economic, 
social and other implications. In fact, it regulates all spheres of individual and 
collective lives of Muslims and enjoins them to follow the laws of God at all 
times. The fact that the primary aim of congregations was consultations among 
themselves is borne out by verse “42/38” in the Quran. 

 
“… And who assemble for Salat and their affairs are decided by counsel 

among themselves…”. 42/38 
The day of assembly is further described in chapter 62 of the Quran. 

 
 

“When the call is sounded for Salat on the day of assembly, hasten to the 
remembrance of Allah and leave off other business. That is better for you, if 

you know. But when the Salat is over, disperse abroad in the land and seek of 
Allah’s grace.” 62/9-10. 

There is a particular point that the Quran has stressed in connection with 
attendance in such congregations. 
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“… go not near these assemblies when you are intoxicated, you must know 
exactly what you are talking about before you attend them…” 4/43. 

Important matters are being discussed in these ( ) gatherings and it is important 
that people attending these sessions must be in full possession of their senses. 
This is another indication that Salat is not a mere ritual. 
So much for assemblies at country and national levels. The Quran has suggested 
international gatherings of delegates of Muslims from all countries of the world at 
pre-arranged times and places so that leaders of Islam can agree upon Islam’s 
response to international problems. Traditionally,  (Hajj) has been an annual 
assembly and  (Umra) are occasional assemblies as required. Unfortunately, 
Hajj has been translated as pilgrimage, restricted to some ritual procedures and 
enjoined as a personal act of worship for individuals. I will not discuss these 
aspects here because we are talking about the primary aim of these international 
assemblies. A discussion of Hajj in great details follows in a separate chapter. The 
importance of such international gatherings is fully realized in modern times 
when scheduled meetings of the United Nations organization take place every 
year to plan for peace and prosperity of the globe. New York as a headquarters of 
such an organization has only  recently come about but Mecca as a venue of 
international Muslim delegates assembly every year has been functioning for 
centuries.  What is required for the organization of Islamic countries to hold their 
annual sessions in Mecca at international level. They must make their rules of 
procedures for modern times but must remember to include the few details 
mentioned in the Quran. A continuing tradition is a great binding force. The 
central organization would set up many smaller organizations based in different 
parts of the Islamic world who would hold their conferences or seminars etc. at 
specified times and places,  (Umra). 
Elected Representatives  اولى الامر  at all levels must know that whenever they are 
legislating or making administrative plans, they must conform completely with 
Islamic higher values. 

 
“Join the fold of Islam in toto. Do not get your guidance from your personal 

inclinations..” 2/208. 
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They must subordinate their own good to the good of fellow beings as enjoined by 
God. The ultimate sovereignty must rest in the Quran  

 
“And whoever judges not by what Allah has revealed, those are the disbelievers” 
5/44; also in 5/45 they are mentioned as: فاولئك هم الظالمون    “Those are the 
Wrongdoers.”  
Some other nations may seem to be doing well while disobeying the laws of 
Allah. But that will only be for a short while. The consequences of their 
wrongdoing will soon be transparent. 

 
“Is it then the judgment of ignorance that they desire? And who is better 

than Allah to judge for a people who have a firm belief. …” 5/50. 
It would require courage on the part of legislators when they are asked to suppress 
their personal desires when legislating. They must not deviate from their main 
path – a total allegiance to Allah and His Prophet, howsoever, much a following 
of other courses of action may benefit them personally. 

 
“…be not unfaithful to Allah and the Messenger nor unfaithful to your 

trusts…” 8/27. 
When politicians in an Islamic state legislate in accordance with the wishes of 
Allah and also administer the affairs of state likewise, they will emerge as a major 
power in the comity of nations. 

  
  

“Allah has promised to those of you who believe and do good that He will 
surely make them rulers in the earth as He made people like you before. He 
will establish for them their way of life, which He has chosen for them” …. 

24/55. 
They not only have the responsibility to ensure peace and prosperity in their own 
countries but also to help other struggling nations where justice is not being meted 
out to humanity. In such circumstances, they must ensure that they remain strictly 
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objective in the course of providing assistance and not maneuver a situation to 
their own advantage. 

 
“And We have made you an exalted nation, equidistant from all other 

nations, keeping an eye on them for assistance to them while you yourselves 
must know that God and prophet keeps an eye over you (ensuring that you 

do not violate rules of decency)” 2/143. 
We have already talked of an organization of Islamic countries when discussing 
Hajj. Here, the founding of a united nations organization is being hinted at. The 
more powerful and affluent nations of the world must make it a point to help 
developing nations to achieve their potential. If ever there is tension or war among 
nations, these exalted counties must intervene and ensure that human rights are 
not suppressed. 

  
 

“And if two parties of the believers quarrel, make peace between them. Then, 
if one of them does wrong to the other, fight that which does wrong till it 

returns to Allah’s command; then when it returns make peace between them 
with justice and act equitably,,,” 49/9. 

In international affairs, peaceful co-existence is very strongly enjoined in the 
Quran. Muslims must never force their view on other people when it comes to 
adoption of a way of life 

 
“There is no compulsion in adoption of way of live …” 2/256. 

  
 

“Say : O those of you who do not believe in the institution of divine 
permanent value system, I do not follow your  ideology and you do not follow 

the value system I believe in. It appears that after a lot of thought and 
discussion, I am not likely to come over to your way of life nor are you likely 
to be persuaded to adopt mine. You are welcome to your belief. Allow me to 

stick to my value system. (Let there be a peaceful co-existence)” 109/1-6 
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In fact, when people of the world as a whole differ considerably in the way they 
think matters facing the world should be decided, they would be well advised to 
try and find a minimum common ground for peaceful resolution of issues. Let the 
differences not be emphasized. Start to work together with the values system they 
share. 

 
“Say: O people who believe in rule of law (Ahlul Kitab), come let us find 

what we have in common in the sphere of a value system (Kalimaat)…” 3/64. 
The UNO is trying to perform exactly this function in the formulation of a 
common approach to solve worldwide problems in an agreed way. Adoption of an 
international charter of fundamental, basic human rights is only one step in this 
direction. Success has been achieved in other spheres also and we must hope that 
people all over the world with different ideologies will all contribute to a 
minimum agreed upon programme and expand it in time. 
Politics is the art of the possible. People will differ how they view problems in 
hand. They will also have different views on how to solve such problems. So long 
as these differences are in good faith and the aim on each side is the promotion of 
the best interests of a society, such differences must be taken in their stride. There 
should be no lasting enmities over honest differences of opinion. The Muslims are 
asked to hold fast to the divine value system and not have several different 
versions of a clearly defined guidance. Remaining within these “Limits of Allah”, 
Muslims will differ in formulation of detailed legislation to suit their particular 
society in their times. This honest difference should not lead to enmity and the 
evolvement of a separate entity by each group. 

  
 

“And hold fast by the covenant of Allah (Hablillah) all together and be not 
disunited. And, remember Allah’s favour to you when you were enemies, 

then He united your hearts so by His favour you became brethrens. And, you 
were on the brink of a pit of fire, then He saved you from it …” 3/103 

The legislators must not have a Sunni, Shia, Hanafi, Shafii, or Deobandi etc. 
approach. That will only create enmities. Legislators must refer ONLY to the 
Quran when arriving at a consensus. Only thus they have a chance of remaining 
united. 
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“As for those who split up on the evolvement of their way of life and became 
sects (following personalities), you have nothing in common with them….”  

6/159 
Differences on minor matters must be resolved by an agreed upon procedure. 
Detailed legislation will have to change with changing times and those who have 
frozen positions on such matters, ostensibly in following in the footsteps of 
personalities other than Allah, are not contributing towards creation of a united 
stand by the people. If they insist on creating schism, consequences will follow. 

 
“And, obey Allah and His apostle and dispute not with each other lest you 

become weak hearted and your power departs…” 8/46. 
******************** 


