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Is lamic s tates tend to be
Dectarian. Iran is overtly a
Shia state where the Sunnis
m a y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s
discriminated against. The
Sunni  u topia  c rea ted by

Talban in Afghanistan was
i n t e n s l y  S e c t a r i a n  a n d
anti-Shia.
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Secular:- 1.Pertaining to this world or
the present life. Temporal, worldly,
contrasted with religious or spiritual,
2.Not under the control of the church,
civil, not ecclesiastical.
3.Not concerned with religion, not
sacred secular art.
4.Not bound by monastic vows,
opposed to regular, the secular
clergy.
5.Occuring or observed but once in
an age or century.
6.Lasting for ages.
Secularism:- Regard for worldly as
opposed  to  sp i r i tua l  ma t ter s ,
specifically the belief of secularists.
Secularists:- 1. A Person who bases
morality on the well being of mankind
i n  t h i s  w o r l d  w i t h o u t  a n y
consideration of religious systems
and forms of worship.
2. One who believes that religion
should not be introduced into public
education or the management of
public affair.
S e c u l a r i t y : -  1 .  S e c u l a r i s m ,
worldlines,
2. Any practice or interest blonging
exclusively to the present life.

Secularize:- 1. To make secular,
convert from sacred to secular uses.
2. To make worldly.
3. To change from monastic or
regular to a secular, as a monk. 
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 Tolu-e-Islam 1 January 2006 
“Mum, I love you.” 

By 
Aziz Mamuji, Kuwait 

================ 
My mother, bless her, has been on my mind a lot these past few weeks. I know she loves me very much indeed and no matter how old I grow, deep in her heart I will always be a baby. This joyous maternal bond and special feeling are, of course, true for all mothers - and these enigmatic emotions continue to inspire some of the most beautiful writings and poetry amongst people everywhere in the world.  
Sadly though, mothers, babies and infants have been stirring some rather painful feelings recently. The joy of motherhood is being subjected to severe distress, thanks to Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan and Chechnya, to name a few countries.  The world’s media endlessly barrage us with images of tearful and shock stricken mothers straddling blood strewn and limbless babies, mostly dead and others barely alive. As we see the pained expressions on their helpless and innocent faces, the misery hits us even harder. No words can describe the sheer despondency of these completely unnecessary situations.  The shameless miscreants who, through their misguided beliefs, perpetuate such socio-political mess and common hatred, are either too naïve or too hopelessly brainwashed to understand that it is because of them that our dear mothers are having to suffer the torment they certainly do not deserve. 
Even the Holy Quran focuses on a mother’s emotional attachment when, in discussing the episode of Prophet Moses, it sympathizes with her trauma and recounts how Allah reunites the child with her happy mother. We are also told of the physical and psychological burden borne by the mother of Jesus and how she too receives divine comfort. The underlying message is obvious when we are repeatedly told to reflect on and appreciate the troubles our mothers bear on our behalf. 
An apt anonymous quotation pertinently advises that the most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their mother. Islam accords unequivocal respect to motherhood and emphasizes its central role and influence in moulding family values and Muslim communities. Whereas the Quran defines unique responsibilities for both parents, the balanced emotional and physical development of the child is clearly that of the mother.  This maternal role is further explained as the prime formative influence on society. The Prophet’s life is replete with references that reinforce the exalted status of mothers and clarify our obligations towards them. He has said that heaven is at a mother’s feet, and that ingratitude to her is forbidden for Muslims. Once when commenting on who deserved to be treated well, he said: Your mother, your mother, then your mother, then your father. Need we say more? 
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‘Rehman’ and ‘Raheem’ are words that we Muslims use when referring to Allah. The common usage of ‘beneficient’ and ‘merciful’ to explain their meanings is woefully inadequate, as these do not justifiably depict the complex concepts that Rehman and Raheem represent. The perfect analogy of God’s attributes is the total and balanced environment that a foetus enjoys in the mother’s womb. Here it is provided with soft and cushioned physical protection, life sustaining nourishment, immunity from external influences, potential for growth as well as the developmental support that any being requires. Furthermore, these vital blessings and incentives are freely available for us to utilize in our pursuit of a life of upright deeds, one that is based on the values enshrined in the Quran. 
Napoleon once said: Give me a good mother, and I will give you a good 

nation. The mother’s caring involves supreme sacrifices as she strives to give her 
child the best she can in her given circumstances. She will inspire in them the 
ideals and cultural values of their society. Her profound influence will determine 
how effectively they will contribute to their immediate community and, 
ultimately, the quality of the nation they belong to. Taking reference from the 
Arabic “Umm” for mother and its plural ‘Ummahat’, the Quran uses Ummah to 
refer to a Muslim community or nation with a common ideology. Umm is also an 
eloquent prefix to many phrases, including Umm-ul-Kitab, basis of law; and 
perhaps the best known Umm-ul-Qura, the mother of cities, Makkah.  

Amongst Islamic values, respect for parents is considered second only to 
the worship of none but Allah.  We are to show compassion to them, not utter 
words of contempt, treat them with tenderness, address them with honour and 
kindness, and as stated with poetic poignancy, we should lower to them the wing 
of humility.  Writers will tell you that Quranic references to parenthood, and 
particularly to mothers, are presented in such beautiful and evocative prose that 
translators can never do justice to them. 

But we do not need writers to describe to us the sheer joy we experience 
when we see our mothers’ beautiful smiles, and when we hear their soft and 
tender voices.  Our life brightens up every time we behold that dazzling twinkle in 
their eyes.  May Allah bless all Mothers. 
Mum, I love you very much. 
Readers may wish to make references to the following Quranic verses that are 
relevant to this subject: 
(Surrah/Verse) 2/83; 2/134; 3/7; 4/1; 4/33; 6/92; 6/150; 16/120; 17/23-25; 17/33; 19/23; 19/32; 21/92; 28/7-13; 31/13-15; 46/15 ****************** 
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SECULAR JINNAH: 

MUNIR’S BIG HOAX EXPOSED By Saleena Karim (Reviewed by Maqbool M. Farhat) =================== 
 The late Chief Justice Muhammad Munir is perhaps best known for his highly controversial book, From Jinnah to Zia (1979), in which he openly stated that Mohammad Ali Jinnah was a secularist. To support this Claim Munir used two quotes from Jinnah’s speeches and statements, both of which have become the prime favourites of pro-secularist writers. One includes the line ‘Hindus would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease to be Muslims’, from Jinnah’s speech of 11th August 1947. The second is a quote that Munir refers to several times in his book, treating as his strongest piece of evidence for a ‘secular’ Jinnah. However, this quote is a fake. The interview it is sourced from is real, but the words that Jinnah supposedly said are nowhere to be found. 
 In her book Secular Jinnah: Munir’s Big Hoax Exposed, Saleena Karim tells the story of how she stumbled upon the truth, almost entirely by accident. The ‘Munir quote’ was intriguing— it seemed to offer the only clear-cut proof of Jinnah’s alleged secular belief. Yet it was because of an issue of grammar within that quote that she setout to track down the original transcript of the interview. She merely wanted to know the context of the quote, but ended up learning more than she had bargained for. 
 Over twenty-five years after the release of From Jinnah to Zia, the author shows us how much damage the ‘Munir quote’ has done— not only in terms of twisting the facts of history, but now in exposing the intellectual dishonesty of Pakistani scholarship. Saleena Karim names those who have quoted Munir. 
 The author dedicates the rest of her book to discussing the various myths about the founder of Pakistan, Mohammad Ali Jinnah. These myths include: Jinnah sought Western democracy… Jinnah was inspired by an ism… Islam was just a propaganda tool… Jinnah vetoed proposals for an Islamic State… The speech of 11th August 1947 was secular… Jinnah never said ‘ideology of Pakistan’… Jinnah opposed theocracy and thus was a secularist… The ‘ulama opposed Pakistan on religious grounds… Jinnah merely wanted a homeland for the Muslims… The Lahore Resolution was a bargaining counter… No one knew what Jinnah wanted. 
 In a separate chapter she discusses why Jinnah appointed a Hindu in the first Cabinet of Pakistan; it is in this chapter that she also reveals the real meaning of the words from the speech of 11th August 1947. In the final chapter, the author places excerpts of Jinnah’s speeches alongside verses from the Quran, and reveals some startling parallels. 
 Prof. Akbar S. Ahmed, Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies, American University, Washington D.C. (Prof. Ahmed is a leading authority on Jinnah, best known for his ‘Jinnah Quartet’ has rightly said that the study of Mr. Jinnah, the Quaid-i-Azam of Pakistan, is crucially important in understanding the debate about Islam and Democracy in our post 9/11 world. Saleena Karim’s book is essential reading to understand Jinnah. 
 Details on ordering the book, excerpt and contact information are available on the author’s website at: http://www.cvberblurb.co.uk 
Price: UK £9.99 US $15.99  Publisher: Exposure Publishing Co. U.K. ***************** 


