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Tolu-e-Islam 1 January 2005

LAW OF THE JUNGLE!

By
Aboo B. Rana

When we throw a birds eye view on human panorama, we will never be
able to escape the fact, the only law that has stubbornly remained dominant in
the common man’s mind is, that ‘might is right’. Even the most enlightened
Muslim thinker of our times, Dr. Igbal, at one time, was naturally compelled to

say,
Ea il e LT Héff’f:‘
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That nest that is built on a fragile bough cannot survive long. —Dr. Igbal

Unfortunately or fortunately, the strength or power to control our
destiny has ever remained the kernel of human deeds. Indeed, I dare say, it is
the most difficult and supremely sensitive of all the issues in human history,
ever since man began to think. I do not know how far I will be of any use in
helping to resolve this issue. Nonetheless, as they say, ‘If we try we may, if we
don’t we won’t.’

We indeed know from experience, the journey of life enriching
‘sensitive ideas,’ from the acutest of minds, to be assimilated into the milieu,
usually takes centuries. Most ideas are still in the process to be understood,
though they began their sojourn 1400 years ago, when the Quran was revealed
to the Messenger. Since our worldly problems stubbornly persist, the struggle,
to improve our quality of life, nevertheless has to continue, if we want to live
in harmony with ourselves and in peace with each other. In other words to
transform these people, from a society where the ‘law of the jungle’ prevails,
into a world in which human beings with angelic spirits live and roam. This
transformation has precedence, since it has been accomplished by a man who
brought Quran for the whole of mankind. In fact, all messengers of God have
lived there lives on the same lines.

These messengers did not bring any group of followers from the
outskirts of the area, in which they were brought up, who would impose their
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superior standards on the local people and depart from this world, leaving a
stamp of their higher quality of morals. What these messengers did do was,
they changed the outlook on life of the people around them. They transformed
the same community which consisted of corrupt, sick, debauch maniacs,
worshipping idols, using and destroying everyone which came in their way to
attain power, into a nation who submitted their lives for the cause of one God.
They demolished all man-made idols and submitted their lives to the eternal
laws of almighty God. The strength of these people, they believed, was in their
material goods, and which was later changed by these messengers; now their
strength was in their faith of one and only true God. This is precisely what
Muhammad (PUBH) accomplished in his lifetime. He first united the ferocious
warring tribes of Mecca and Medina, into a community of human beings,
under the flag of one nation of Islam, which would live according to the laws
of one God. For this, he did not ask anything, in his lifetime, for himself. After
changing a bunch of blood thirsty life-haters into a nation of life lovers, by
delivering to his followers and the rest of the world, the true concepts of life,
he passed away from this world quietly. Quietly I write, as the glamour of
Roman and Byzantine empires was still mesmerizing the rest of the world.

Immediately after Muhammad (PBUH) departed, we observe, the world
began to love the way the upholders of Islam, behaved and dealt with other
Non-Muslim communities. Within one generation, history saw that Islamic
rule was being embraced by all races. Very much like what we saw when
Pakistan came on the map of this world within one generation, as these leaders
of human freedom were also in the footsteps of Quranic rules.

If we think seriously, by propagating, in this world there exists nothing
else except ‘the law of the jungle,” we are implying that human 7eason’ is of
no use. We are in other words, negating the powers of true reason—the very
element in us human beings, which separates us from the animal kingdom. The
power to think is the only faculty in us that helps to make life aware of its
existence. Though we do find feelings in animals too. For example, once while
watching a documentary on animals, I was amazed to know, when a female
elephant dies, another elephant mother volunteers to provide milk and aid the
baby in its growth. That a blue jay has been seen feeding another adult, by a
bird watcher. On close scrutiny with the aid of a telescope, he observed that the
adult jaybird that was being fed, had a broken lower beak and could not eat. Or
we see kittens, those of us who have cats in their homes, playing, without
hurting each other. In the same path, we have observed feelings of repulsion,
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when a new comer of the same species wants to join the herd, in many of
various species of animals. But this scenario has defied time. There has hardly
been any change in the behaviour of animals and birds. They live and behave
by instinct for their survival. I have also seen an African cow in another
documentary, defeat a lioness, to save the life of her calf. Yet we all know,
under normal circumstances, cows and bulls running away for their lives, from
lions and other predators.

I would be more than obliged, if anyone would add to my knowledge
and tell me, if any lion or a donkey has committed suicide, as it was unable to
fend for himself and survive on its own, or was being humiliated by his/her
fellow animals. Or that it committed suicide since it has been rejected by its
own culture, for behaving differently from the rest. The struggle for power in
the animal kingdom, if we observe carefully, is simply for the sake of
teamwork and mere survival. Unlike, as we find in us human beings, who want
to gain power, just to flaunt our bloodthirsty egos. This attitude of flaunting the
big ego has always been a great part and parcel of the average person, from the
times of Vikings and Spartans up to our modern day business, political and
religious pirates. We human beings have divided ourselves, and are taking it
for granted that running after each others blood, just like the animals do in the
jungle, is the way of life. Do we ever care to think, where is this animal living
going to lead us? Yes! And we get the packaged answer. “This man is stupid.
He doesn’t even know that thinking is not in our fate. This world is God'’s
problem; we are only here to suffer.”

Extreme fear and distrust of each other, is growing in our environment
with every passing day. And we are so immune to this fear, that we remain
ignorant to the pleasures of freedom. In the law of the jungle, if I take away
another’s wife it is good, but when someone else takes away my wife that is
considered evil. Where is the logic or principle, for a peaceful life, in this kind
of living? If this is not Satanic, when on earth can we say, that Satan is in
action. And above all, we take pride in our ego building competitions. Satan
has never had any logic from the very start. Millions of Muslims, all over the
world, who have read and understand the Quran, know very well of the
episode in the Quran when Man was created. Allah asks Satan....! Just
imagine, the Creator of all universes, who needs nothing, is addressing Satan.
In our human world, we refuse to even see another human, leave along talking
or listening to his/her arguments, whom we consider is below our status.
However, in the chapter of Al A’raaf, verse 12, it is clearly written:
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“We demanded from it, as to what stopped you from prostrating before
Man? It sayeth, ‘Because I am superior! You made me from fire and
Man has been created from clay.”

What the above verse of Quran brings to light, is the fact, that Satan has
made an attempt to compete with Man by applying reason and logic in
response to God’s question, because of its rebellious refusal. And if we
carefully read, the above verse of Quran also points to the fact that Satan
cannot reason. Satan is comparing between fire and clay. It is as if, to compare
between a potato and a tomato. Or to ask, which is better, an engineer or an
architect? There can be no comparison between the two. They both have their
own purposes, as both have been created to serve different occasions. And
Satan always compares, to create trouble between two parties. That is, Quran’s
words teach us, what Satan does to break the unity in humanity.

Though we find that indeed Satan accepts the responsibility, and takes it
upon itself, the option to refuse the command of God. Again we find that Satan
is attempting to compete with Man, by choosing to use freedom of choice,
which has not been granted to it. But then we also see there is absolutely no
logic or sense in Satan’s reason. Its refusal to prostrate is based on sheer
fanatic arrogance. Just for the sake of its ego, or to make itself stand out, Satan
refuses to obey God. Later, when Satan comes in the knowledge of the
consequences of its refusal (chapter 15: verse 34), it throws the blame back (in
chapter 15: verse 39), on God.

Saying, “My Lord, who am I to disobey?”

This episode makes us aware of Satan’s tactics and its shallow
character. Not only that, Quran also makes us aware, that Satan still has the
audacity to ask from God, permission to be given freedom till the Day of
Judgment. In other words, it’s asking for permission means that its refusal to
prostrate before Man is justified. Satan is persistent, that the bottom line is, it
was God Himself which made him refuse to prostrate. Whereas on the other
hand, we find, Man admits his fault before God, saying, “Our Provider! We
have been cruel to ourselves. If Thou will not salvage us, we face annihilation”
(Chapter 7: verse 23). Just for the sake of arguments, in the granting of
permission to Satan till Doomsday, it seems apparently, as if God has taken a
liking for Satan. But time will tell us more about it, when the story of mankind
will unfold, as our knowledge of this universe progresses. We shall know
better of the wisdom of God why this Evil was put among us.
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This episode of Satan has been brought in, just to explain, in the law of
jungle also, when it comes to matters of survival there are no reasons. For
those of us who claim to believe in the One and only God, He has been
sending His Messengers to teach us on how to stay away from Satan’s
demonic intrigues and they have also demonstrated ways, to let us know, as to
how we can attain peace with each other. God has revealed in the Quran a
system for us, called Islam. What we read and observe nowadays is that the
true Islam of God has been twisted and perverted by those who have vested
interests. The present Islam, we all know, has been divided into sects, because
of the ignorant attitude of Muslims. We also know that no Messenger of God
had divided the revealed laws of life, into different sects. And every sect
claims to be in the footsteps of the Messenger. This again is also not possible.
Why can’t we simply say that we are ‘Muslims’ instead of asking each others’
castes and sects? Is it power that we are seeking in our lives or is it peace? If it
1s peace we want, then why don’t we take measures to stop this lust for power
in ourselves?

None of the Messengers wanted power for themselves. The Messengers
only followed what had been revealed to them by their Creator and asked their
followers to do the same. We all know that Islam as a system is now nowhere
being implemented in this world. The Islam that most of the Muslims practice
today in their daily lives, candidly speaking, is bringing disgrace to the true
Islam. Wearing a hijab on top and tight jeans or see-through dress under it is called
Islam. This kind of Islam is not even funny. In fact, God promises to true Muslims,
both peace and piece, in this world. In the prevailing Islam of today, there is only
piece and no peace. Why can’t we revise the laws of true Quranic Islam, and make
Islam more peaceful and appealing to the world? Instead of directly or indirectly
trying to dominate each other, why can’t the Muslims be an example, if they claim to
be in the footsteps of the last of the Messengers? These are the questions in every
Muslim mind. In the cut-throat and competitive society of today, where everyone is
fighting for his/her survival, no one has time to think. In fact, the job belongs to those
who claim to be the administrators and executives of our modern Islam. Muhammad
(PBUH) succeeded in his life in changing the hearts of his enemies by giving them a
fresh way of glancing at life, instead of creating hatred for Islam. I am not stating it is
an easy task, at the same time, we can also do the same, by eliminating ignorance
from amongst us. But this needs a collective effort with modesty and humbleness,
because the shores of stupid and ignorant passions are raring loud and clear. What
each Muslim must think is, will there be lasting peace with power or will it be more
enduring peace when we co-operate with each other to eliminate ignorance and have
a tolerant attitude?
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Some years back there was a pandemonium. The uproar took place because
the priestcraft succeeded in out casting or out classing the Qadianis from the Muslim
world, just because Qadianis did not terminate the Divine revelations with
Muhammad (PBUH). And what progress in Islam did they achieve by passing this
dogma? The cost of living was still on the rise. Criminals were still roaming on the
streets, just like now. Bribery and nepotism still flourished. How much of character
and greatness have the rest of the Muslims shown to the world after declaring one
sect as a Non-Muslim? They labelled Qadianis as Non-Muslims, while on the other
side, those who preach Islam from the pulpits are negotiating deals with agnostic,
atheist and other Non-Muslim nations. Another bunch of confused neorots that is
what these preachers are!

%ﬁhﬁaugﬁﬁaﬁﬁ
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Usurping, cheating, swindling, nepotism, debauchery are only to name a
few adjectives. Just name any vice and the rest of the Muslims are full of it.
We Muslims are very fast in spreading hatred, slaughtering each other in cold
blood, or hijacking Islam. And how fast are we, may I ask these Muslims, in
bringing unity among ourselves or trying to understand each others issues? To
bring unity among us, we look towards Non-Muslim nations; those nations that
we reckon as blood suckers and life haters. Is that not a matter, gentlemen, to
stop and think for Muslims? No wonder Allama Igbal went away saying,
“Your forefathers lifted their heads with pride, because they were Muslims; but
you all have disgraced yourselves, by leaving out the Quran.” Or as another
poet Ghalib of the east, with his intoxicating sarcasm, murmurs:

e Ul U 4 & G

Nations are not built by strengthening the criminals and having a total
disregard for the educated class. During my two decades of stay abroad, I did
not come across a single person of brown, black, white, or yellow race, from
any country with a Masters degree in education, working for his/her living
doing odd jobs, anywhere in America or Europe; except Muslims from
Pakistan, Afghanistan or perhaps an odd one from Iran. This is the kind of
respect we give to those who spend 16 to 18 of their precious years, going to
schools, colleges and universities. We throw our educated in the garbage lot
and then grumble and gripe about brain drain in the country.
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How can we expect any social system to grow stronger, when our
surplus is given away to feed the criminals or inflate the egos of life haters?
All the drug addicts, alcoholics, gamblers and weasels are gaining strength,
while those who sincerely are eager to learn and educate themselves, are given
the streets to play with these idiotic, stupid and perverted minds. Until their
innocent lives begin to stink like the rest. In an Islamic system there is no
surplus in the hands of individuals. Where there is no Islamic system, a
Muslim is expected to come to the aid of the needy. And we are fond of those
whose lust for power can never be satisfied, or those who are stubborn and
refuse to change themselves. Gentle minds, we very well know, there is no
limit to the lust for power!

We all know, what ought to be done, when there is only one jug of
water and five individuals are thirsty. One person takes away more than half
the jug of water. How much of a share of water will come to the rest four. That
one person who took away a major portion of water only wants the other four
to remain subordinate under him. Not because he deserves it, but because he
becomes cold hearted in his/her lust for power. We are well aware of this
problem in our economic systems. But what are we doing to rectify this
menace? And we get the same old readymade answer from our preachers,

“Leave it to God.”

Of course, we are leaving it to God. At the same time, if we want to sincerely
and truthfully develop a relationship with God, we cannot bluntly refuse to
stop and think what God is asking from us. We are observing on our TV sets,
magazines and newspapers everyday, as to what is happening with Iraqi and
Afghani Muslims. And yet we choose to remain stubborn in our habits,
because we think we are better Muslims than our neighbours. O really? Pray, 1
could think like that!

My last question is, do we want to be governed by a peace loving God
or do we need Devils’ advocates who are fooling the public in the name of
Islam? If we want the peaceful God to listen to us, then we shall have to
change our attitudes, our idiosyncrasies, our nomenclature and our whole way
of looking at life. Gentlemen, Islamic system cannot be brought by giving
away bribes. These preachers can fool the public, but if they believe they can
play God, they are living in a fool’s paradise. Times are proving, the old
methods of worship are becoming a spent force now and bring in more
problems for the average Muslim. In plain words, His Universal Lordship is
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not willing to bless us, since we are more inclined and bent on remaining
stubborn, stupid and ignorant. We like to play in the traps of Satan in this
brave new jungle that Satan has created for us. Educated and live nations do
not waste, mince or make words meaningless. Education will always revere the
signs of good language. Gentlemen, there is power in true 7reason,” provided
we search from the core of our hearts and not hinder Truth. That is why Igbal
desired:
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(I do not want to expect or have hope from anyone else except Allah! For that,
either I need to be armed with resources, to break the arresting shackles. Or I
need enough mental alertness, to have the key to solve these riddles. Kindly
sharpen my axe, as my work is harder than a mountain conqueror).
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ALAM TARAA?
(HAVE YOU NOT SEEN?)

By
A Rashid Samnakay, Western Australia

Dear Uzmeenaa and Abid
(Salaam to you both.)

You ask, why have we (Muslims) not produced scientists of note lately? Your
question is rather ‘loaded’, in that we have not really produced scientist of any
significance for the last few centuries. It is also ironic in that when we find that our
only book of Iman (Faith), the Qura’n extols us over and over again to pursue the
scientific line of enquiry in understanding the working of nature, we have for
centuries “turned our faces away from it!” (12-105) That is the simple reason why.

Why is it important to pursue the scientific enquiry, that is, understand and -know the
workings of nature and universe? The answer lies in the fact that God has thrust on
mankind the responsibility of ‘control and management’ of the resources in the
universe. That HE has bestowed upon us - do you not see (alamtaraa) that God has
subjected (musakkhar) to your use all things in the heaven and on Earth-31-20?. The
word ‘alamtaraa’ and ‘musakkhar’ are key -words and of great significance.

Without ‘knowing and understanding the nature’ of resources, any production
engineer or manager will tell you that you will not be able to efficiently produce the
products that you require for your use. See my children, how Qura’n leads us from
one thing to another? Efficiency is similarly a significant word. Generically you
would say it simply means Efficiency = output divided by input, the result often
expressed as a percentage. The difference between input and output is ‘loss’ or
wastage.

Not a big deal you would say. But taken in the broader context of expenditure of
energy, minimising wastage (and therefore conserving of resource), extraction
methods, transport, handling, employment of people, safety aspects, environmental
issues, total cost etc just to name a few, opens up a Pandora’s box to the meaning of
knowledge and understanding, control and management in order to fulfil God’s
command not to waste and be loved as in the verse, 7-31 where it says for God does
not love the waster.
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When the above is attached to efficiency then it takes a whole lot more meanings in
that the very essence of our iman of wanting to be loved by God becomes very
significant and we are extolled to examine- alamtaraa- under a microscope of
knowledge and understanding.--

To give you just one more example in the Qura’n of the injunction to know and
understand —study — we will look into verses 35-27&28 : Do you not see (alam
taraa=study) how Allah causes water to fall from the sky and from it WE produce
products of different kinds and colours (types), and from mountains layers white and
red and different colours and pitch black too.

Also from mankind, insects and cattle, different kinds and colours (types) similarly.
Those truly are in awe of God (full of humility) among HIS servants who
have(scientific) knowledge, for God is exalted and oft forgiving.

When we dissect the above verses we can make a long list of scientific disciplines
referred to in it. For example climatology, cloud physics, meteorology, hydrology,
agricultural sciences, mineralogy, human and animal biology and even genetics. In
the Qura’n, references to other scientific disciplines are endless, for example
embryology, cosmology, astrophysics etc. It was the pursuit of this knowledge that
the first five hundred years or so of Muslims made them the rulers of the world.
Please make a distinction in calling the Qura’n a ‘book of science’ which it is not, but
a book ‘referring’ to scientific phenomena to make us “think” of lord’s greatness.—

What is more important in these verses (not related to your enquiry) is the fact that it
defines persons of knowledge (Ulamaa) as scientists and then attaches an attribute or
quality of ‘humility’ in them, for they, the Ulamaa (the scientist) having understood
the wondrous workings of nature are in total awe of God’s greatness. The more they
learn the more they are conscious of their own ignorance, and therefore more
humble. Thus knowledge and humility go hand in hand.

This aspect of humility comes out so obviously in the life of the great minds of
science, for example Einstein and Newton, in contrast to our ‘religious ulamaa’ who
paddle their vested interests, such as power, status and piety and are more interested
in - alladhina hum uraaun (107-6-) those who want to be seen by others (show offs)!

You may as well ask, why is there a reference to God being most forgiving? What
has science and forgiveness got to do with the above?

Obviously; with arrogance, that is lack of humility comes 'pride' and that God does
not like. HE does not love proud people (4-36). Hence the truly knowledgeable are
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humble, full of humility which pleases God. With the acquisition of knowledge they
cast aside their arrogance and thus become eligible for forgiveness, and HIM being
most forgiving HE forgives them for errors on their part.

This then brings us back to your original question of lack of Scientist amongst
Muslims in recent years. In fact for the last few centuries really!

But first, when I criticise our Muslim community (Ummah) for the lack of scientists
in “-- science” I am reminded of a couple of mathematicians and even recent nuclear
scientists. Also the fact that, admittedly we are turning more and more towards
medicine, engineering and electronics as our choice of profession, which is
admirable; they are all science based disciplines. But as one Bishop has taunted us by
saying “what have they (Muslims) contributed to the benefit of mankind in the last
few centuries?” I would say “not much” and for that I get dirty looks. (fatwas are
going out of fashion lately)

I give you one example out of many and that is this; following the discovery a few
years ago by NASA scientist of the Hubble Space Telescope called the ‘Cats Eye
Nebula’, a beautiful picture was published of the nebula which looks like a red flower
with bright blue and white dot in the middle of it and a bit of golden yellow on the
edges. NASA called it the cat’s eye for it also does look like one. (there is a CD
available with stunning pictures of nebulae)

There was a flury of e-mails to websites and letters of congratulations in the so called
Muslim press reminding us of verse 37 in Surah Rahman viz- When the sky is rent
asunder and it becomes red like a rose.--

This flury was because it was claimed -- “look, look! our Qura’n has had this in it for
fourteen hundred years when there was not even a magnifying glass let alone
telescope”. --My reply to it is, big deal! It has been there for fourteen hundred years
and Muslims had a head start of centuries to discover it!! Why then did it take non-
Muslims to find it first?

And what right have we to jump up and down with joy when the so called infidels
have discovered it for humanity? Instead we should be thanking them for discovering
it and reminding us of the greatness of the Qura’n. We should be hanging our heads
in regret(not in shame, for we were great once) that, in spite of the fact that these
things have been there for so long, we did not discover them ourself? Don’t we read
our Book??
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The Qura’n extols us time and time again to study science so that we may understand
the workings of the universe and acquire the place in the world that God wants us to
achieve. The verse 2-164 is of similar nature as the above, and ends by saying
laayaatil ligomin ya’qiloon- these are signs for people who are wise (have agal). It is
all there but we have turned Qura’n into a “religious” book for the nebulous thing
called thawaab, instead of a book of codes and guidance for mankind- hudallilnaas.
A poor soul called Maahirul Qadiri equally sensitive to these things wrote a lament in
Urdu on the treatment we give to the Qura’n. I have added a couplet of my own
(which may not be of acceptable standard of poetry) thus:

Maiyet ke sirhaney gaa gaa ker
Murdey ko sunaayaa jaataa hun!
(they sing me at the head bord of the corps -- to recite (for thawaab)
to the dead body)

My dear children, I hope you will turn your attention to Science studies as a Muslim
should in order to be a ‘Muslim and be loved by God’. Admittedly not every body
can be Abdus Sattar or Abul Kalaam but it has been long distance between the oases.
That is between the first and the second millennia of Muslim rise and fall. By the
same token any honest profession, even carpentry or hawking goods for sale is an
honourable profession to obtain a decent living and is a service to mankind. Science
is not the only discipline for that purpose.-

I am only trying to draw the attention of our intelligentsia at large towards its ethos-
the habitual character and disposition - of the Qura’n and ilm (knowledge), of all
kinds and particularly science. For it is essential to contribute to the wellbeing of
humanity by understanding the workings of laws and therefore obtain salvation.
Qura’n says- After reflecting upon the creation of the heavens and earth, the people
of knowledge cry out, “O our sustainer! YOU have not created this universe in vain
or for destructive purposes. YOUR scheme of things are much above flaw. Grant us
the insight to understand the functioning of these things, so that we benefit from them
and remain safe from suffering” (3-190) Convey my salaams to all.

Dadajan.
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
KASHMIR SOCIETY

By
Saima Hameed

Cambridge University Kashmir Society endeavoured to make the last year an
eventful and meaningful one- and one that raises concerns about issues
pertinent for Kashmir and her people. The ‘Azad Kashmir school trip’
organised by the Cambridge University Kashmir Society in conjunction with
Kashmir International Relief Fund that took place between August and
September in 2004 was an attempt to send volunteers from Cambridge and
around the UK to Azad Kashmir- the aim being to encourage a cross cultural
understanding of the problems of the people of Azad Kashmir and help to
build a relationship on trust and support between students who take an active
interest in Kashmir and the civil society in Kashmir.

The trip, which was open to all students to apply and in which the students
volunteered to buy tickets and go and teach in Kashmir, showed the resolve of
these students and took place owing to the kindness of Kashmir International
Relief Fund who sponsored the stay in Azad Kashmir.

Shama Akhter, the ‘liaison officer’ for our society, a second year ‘education
and religious studies’ student at Homerton, was accompanied by an
enthusiastic Raja Akhter, a Maths teacher at London; Mehvish Chaudhry, an
upcoming vibrant, and industrious Law student from Kings College in London,
and Nosheen Masud, an intelligent and dedicated worker for the KIRF and Mr
Ishfag Ahmed from KIRF (Kashmir International Relief Fund).

Having spent months trying to plan this trip for the Kashmir Society at
Cambridge, I was ecstatic when it was finally about to take off. Most of all I
was grateful to Kashmir International Relief Fund (henceforth KIRF) for
coming to our rescue, and agreeing to sponsor the visit whilst the students were
in Kashmir. KIRF were in fact a blessing in disguise- I remember speaking to
Mr Ishfag Ahmed (CEO of KIRF) in February or about March where I learnt
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about the tremendous amount of welfare work the organisation does in
Kashmir.

From having various schools for young boys and girls to study in Mirpur, Kotli
and near the line of Control in Saholna, they have regional offices in Mirpur,
Dewarian and several medical centres in Mirpur and Kotli. They also provide
teachers to those that live in ‘refugee camps’ and who have left ‘Indian
occupied Kashmir’ for Azad Kashmir in search of a better life. To encourage
secondary education KIRF also operate a mixed high school in Bagh for
twelve to eighteen year olds where more than three hundred children attain
their education. In addition to this, they operate ‘women’s vocational centres’
where they encourage women to sew and sell their intricate embroidery for
prices that will enable them to live a decent living.

Mr Ishfaq Ahmed shared with me his desire to encourage exports of their work
to the developed countries. He wants these women to improve their skills
further by some sort of program where they may know to what audience they
are selling so that they may tailor to their needs and heap a share from the
process of globalisation that has encompassed the lives of people in the now
developed world.

Mr Ishfag Ahmed also explained to me and the others in a meeting how he saw
that ‘giving’ and ‘sharing’ with others enriched ones soul, self pride and self
worth. In a meeting with the participants, he reminded us of a verse from the
Holy Quran whose essence was that one must give away all that which is in
excess of ones needs. Certainly this is true of a progressive society, but he feels
that by buying Kashmiri goods, arts and handicraft we are not only
encouraging a people but also helping those that are in need and perhaps living
in circumstances that are not as privileged as ours.

On their return and whilst conversing with Shama she explained to me how
intrigued she was by KIRF’s ‘gynaecology hospital, their medical dispensaries,
eye camps, water supply schemes, schools, and vocational training centres all
over Kashmir. She agreed with Mr Ishfaq Ahmed, in which he had said that
where governments remain silent and oblivious to her people, it is
organisations like these that have to supplement. KIRF is one of the few
organisations providing gynaecological support, to these women that live in far
flung villages in Azad Kashmir, where no doctor or nurse would ever
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otherwise want to go. It is not that medical staff does not want to go but that
the ‘big push’ which Hirschman talked about with regards to development in
the UK, has just not happened.

And how does KIRF get its funds? Mehvish explained to me that by
comparatively wealthy individuals donating in the UK to Kashmir, these funds
can be productively used to improve people’s lives — it can provide them with
clean water, education, hospital services. Shama, Mehvish and Raja saw first
hand what and how the money was being spent on. Additionally they
volunteered to do a ‘thirty three kilometre’ walk near the beautiful ‘Neelam
valley’ to ‘Dewarian’. By doing this sponsored walk, they hoped to raise
further funds for the cause of Kashmir and her people.

Mehvish and Shama taught ‘english’ and ‘english’ and ‘religious studies’
respectively. They also tried to improvise at the ‘women’s vocational trianing
canters’ and Raja taught mathematics. He was awed at the abilities of these
students — they were doing intricate mathematical calculations without even
using a calculator! They taught in three different schools, one was in a refugee
camp, initiated and run by KIRF, and the other two schools were in Bagh, and
KIRF was also overseeing these projects.

Having spoken to Shama, Mehvish and Raja, they have all reiterated the great
time they had in Kashmir, how it was such an awesome way to spend a
holiday. In fact they had travelled to such far-flung areas in Kashmir that even
the local population had not even visited these. From staying with their guide
Zulfigars family to living in a comfortable hotel in Muzaffarabad, they were
able to appreciate life in Kashmir from different angles. But most of all they
were able to appreciate city life much more - the trip broadened their horizons,
opened their eyes further, and enabled them to ‘give’ and share much more.

I would like to thank Kashmir International Relief Fund, Mr Ishfaq Ahmed,
and Nosheen, for being so patient and understanding, and so helpful
throughout this project and enabling it to come to fruition. Moreover, I would
like to thank the participants for being so brave and endeavouring and
participating in this pilot project that came in to existence with the cooperation
of the Cambridge University Kashmir Society and Kashmir International
Relief Fund.




