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Salam-o-Rahmat :

Dr. A. Wadood's demise is really an irreparable loss to us all. But this physical body has to go .
one day to be on the next stage of life. And there is no exception to this phenomenon. This is
one of the permanent values, so we'll have to be quick to disseminate the teachings of the
Qurah for the greatest benefit of the greatest number on this threatened planet. That is why
we declare: “We have dedicated ourselves to the establishment of the Divine system and,
come what may, we will ¢continue advancing towards that goal.” (2:157).

It was long back in the scale of time -the early sixties -when with definite program for
disseminating the teachings of the Quran. Dr. A. Wadood established a hospital in Sadikabad,
a tehsil in Dist. Rahimyar Khan. It worked well and became a focus of communicating the
message of the Quran. But the centre at Lahore was , perhaps, calling him back. One fine
morning he shifted back to Lahore to occupy the same chair and table near the MOORA (old
chair) of baba ji to take notes of the lecture of G. A. Parwez. He, with devotion and
dedication, continued this work to the last. The people of Sadikabad remember him still.
Every body attending the weekly Duroose (lectures) at 25/B. Gulberg, Lahore knew this
personality, committed to the Quran, -not in the lectures of G. A. Parwez, but in the History
Classes baba ji used to take at night. I still remember succinctly: one night after meeting baba
Ji at 4 O'clock p.m., we the two from Dadu (Sindh) were asked to attend that lecture. Our
problem was of going back to Mori Gate in Lahore. But we decided to attend. It was a
chilling night of December. When the lecture of baba ji came to an end at11.00 p.m., we went
out on the gate of 25/B, a sweet, soft, voice echoed into our ears: Wait, I'm coming, go with
me; it was Dr. A. Wadood. And he dropped us at the very residence of my uncle where we
were staying. His face is still in my mind with clear features though it was night.

During a surgery of baba ji, when he (baba ji) was perhaps breathing the last due to bleeding,
I clearly see his (Dr. A. Wadood's) face drooped in anxiety but confident of his command
and shill in surgery. With an injection, baba ji's pulses started pulsating, and Dr. Wadood's
face glittered with glee. So confident a personality he was, the nature takes long to germinate.
I remember him when Shaokat died and how he managed to be busy again in his work of
reading and writing and, of course, of surgery. When his 32-Nisbat Road Residence, due to
pollution, started infection process in his patients. he sailed on a very low price -and that too
was devoured by a financing company in Punjab. How darely and boldly he face this loss! is
an example for us all. Thanks to the loyalties of the Qurani Ahbaab of Lahore who helped
him to get a residence built for him to enabling him for continuing his work as usual. I can go
on remembering such episodes but I do not want to take much of you precious time.
Whatever he did was for the propagation of the Quran and is a lesson for us all.

Alas! a hand of ours has been cut off. And will no more be with us on this stage of life. We
have to go in the light of the Quran and follow the zeal and zest he has manifested, setting an
example for us all.

Definitely he would attain another pattern of life on the basis of which he would go ahead to
enjoin upon the next stage of life, fully ripe, developed, and grown up worthy of such a stage.
His deeds would be scintillating us to traverse upon the path, the Nourisher has destined us to
proceed. He will enjoy his life according to the dictates, the values enshrined in the Holy
Quran. We all share this sorrow and are with his family, near and dear, and most important,
his daughters at this moment of shock and grief, the worldly affliction as we call it. And hope
on his arrival to Him (the Nourisher), the divine powers of the Sustainer would have
definitely greeted him saving: ’ :
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O soul at peace, Return to thy Nourisher, pleased and pleasing, Then enter among My
servants, And enter My Heaven (89: 27-30).

Your Brother : ;

Dr. MANZOOR-UL-HAQUE, Pakistan :
Salaam to you all. Mr. Kaisrani broke this tragic news that Dr Wadud the beacon of light for
T.Islam movement parted from this mortal world. T.Islam is orphan now. A giant stalwart
inspite of his failing health and bed ridden for some time he never put down the pen from his
hand for the glory of Quranic message. - ' :
May Allah bestow upon him an exalted abode in heavens. Please forward or deliver this
condolence message to his bereaved family.

- MAQBOOL FARHAT, Bazm London

Salaam-o-rahmat. :

We are indeed very sad to learn of the demise of Dr Wadood. This is a great loss for the
movement. May the departed rest in eternal peace.

RUBINA KHAWAJA, Bazm Khawateen, London.

Profoundly shocked and deeply distressed at demise of my mentor counsel and beloved
friend, DR SAYED ABDUL WADUD Saheb. His greatness and inimitable scholarship will
be remembered for all time by the Quran-lovers of the world.

May Allah give Sabr to his family , and grant him a special place in the Abode of Bliss.
Ameen.

A.S.K. JOOMMAL

Salaam, g

It is indeed sad that one of the great Quranic minds has left us all. I myself am so grateful to
this great man who had really made me reflect deeply into the holy Quran. May Allah(SWT)
grant him Jannat for his loving committed efforts in spreading the divine message of the holy
Quran. He will be deeply missed by all those who belong to mission of spreading the true
Quranic message of the holy Quran. Please do sent my deepest distressing feelings to his
family members. My deepest prayers are with them all. ' ,
As always sallam and du’ as to allt!!t!tm

KHALID ZAMAN, LEEDS.

Assalamu Alaikum,

We were much grieved to learn the passing away of Dr. Sayyid Abdul Wadud. May his soul
- rest in eternal peace.

Please convey our heartfelt condolences to his family. We will pray to Allah Rahman that He
may give his beloved family and friends the strength and patience to bear the loss. Verily We
shall give life to the dead, and We record that which they sent before and that which they
leave behind, and of all things have We taken account in a clear Book (of evidence). The
Quran 36:12 And to every soul will be paid in full (the fruit) of its deeds; and (Allah) knows
best all that they do. The Quran 39:70.

Wassalam,

On behalf of Bazm Denmark,

ZAFAR A. KHAN

AOA!

I am very sad to know about demise of Dr. Wadood. He has contributed a lot for scientific
explanation of the Quran. Please convey my condolences to his family, Idara and Ahbab.
May he enjoy the life in Paradise. ' :

Best regards, :

ASIF JALIL
R R P s
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So also did we show Abraham the power and the laws of the heavens and the
earth, that he might (with understanding) have certitude. When the night covered him
over, He saw a star: He said: "This is my Lord." But when it set,-He said: "I love not
those that set." When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said: "This is my
Lord." But when the moon set, He said: "unless my Lord guide me, I shall surely be
among those who go astray." When he saw the sun rising in splendour, he said: "This
is my Lord; this is the greatest (of all)." But when the sun set, he said: "O my people!
I am indeed free from your (guilt) of giving partners to God. "For me, I have set my
face, firmly and truly, towards Him Who created the heavens and the earth, and never
shall I give partners to God." (Quran 6.75-79)

From these two examples, we can see that Prophet Ibrahim engaged in the
process of discussion and contemplation. His objective was to find the truth and he
used free speculation to achieve that goals.

All these verses point to an activity of investigation, thinking and pondering
over the realities of the human condition. While we can drop the use of the term
‘philosophy’, we have to acknowledge that it’s activity is certainly part of the Islamic
process. :

How do we begin to study Philosophy

Every activity should begin by setting strategies. Western philosophy has
already a long-standing tradition spanning 2500 years, beginning from the Greek
Tradition to Post Modernism. So you could begin by reading the following
introductions:

The story of Philosophy by Bryan McGee
The history of Western Philosophy by Bertrand Russell
‘Introduction to’ Series which can be found www.iconbooks.co.uk

You can also disregard these traditions and proceed by beginning your activity
independently of these traditions. These traditions only serve as a rough guideline to
your philosophical activity.

You could get together with friends in real life as well as in cyberspace and
discuss various philosophical issues. If you keep the Quran in mind while engaging in
these discussions, you will find the Quran being unfolded in ways which you haven’t
seen before. This is the deepening of your relationship with Allah and part of the
Islamic process. :

Good luck in your journey into philosophy!
References:

15 www.dictionary.com

2 Quran 60.4 and 60.6

3 Quran 16.123
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Please recall the story of Adam.
Al-Quran tells us:

And He (Allah) taught Adam the higher essence of all things; then He
placed them before the angels, and said: "Tell me the names of these
if ye are right." (Chapter 2, verse 31)

7 This is exactly what the activity of philosophy is concerned with, to find out
the essence of all things in our reality. Please note that this statement came before the
learning of God’s Words or revelation:

Then learnt Adam from his Lord concepts, and (Allah) accepted his
repentance; for He is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. (Chapter 2, verse
37)

Furthermore, Al-Quran tells us: For the worst of beasts in the sight of
God are the deaf and the dumb, - those who do not think. (Chapter 8,
verse 22).

There is also a class of people whom Al-Quran calls ‘those of the
deepest part of the heart’ or ‘those who have penetrated into the core’

-—

(ulil albab).
Al-Quran mentions these people as:
: a those who contemplate signs (ayaat) in creations of the
heavens and earth (chapter 3, verse 190)
[ those who understand the universal formula of Quranic stories
(Chapter 12, verse 111) '
i) those who understand the allegorical meanings of Quranic

verses (Chapter 3, verse 7) ,
However, Quranic stories are directly related to the reality we see around us:
Soon will we show them our Signs in the (furthest) regions (of the

earth), and in their own souls, until it becomes manifest to them that

this is the Truth. |s it not enough that thy Lord doth witness all things?
(Chapter 41, verse 53)

Al-Quran becomes more detailed to those who possess the information:

A Book, whereof the verses are explained in detail; - a Qur'an in
Arabic, for people who have information (Quran 41:3)

And finally, we have Ibrahim as, a ‘most beautiful example’ according to
Allah (2) and whose culture and institutions we are commanded to follow (3):

Hast thou not Turned thy vision to one who disputed with Abraham About his
Lord. because God had granted him power? Abraham said: "My Lord is He Who
Giveth life and death." He said: "I give life and death". Said Abraham: "But it is God
that causeth the sun to rise from the east: Do thou then cause him to rise from the
West." Thus was he confounded who (in arrogance) rejected faith. Nor doth God
Give guidance to a people unjust. (Quran 2:258) :

Also:
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' VOICE OF YOUTH

PHILOSOPHY AS A PROCESS IN AI."'SI.AP‘I

By
Farouk

Member of the Next Step Team in London.

What is Philosophy?

‘Philosophy’ is defined as:
Love and pursuit of wisdom by intellectual means and moral self-discipline.
The investigation of causes and laws underlying reality.
A system of philosophical inquiry or demonstration. (1)

Philosophy often tends to gets pictured as an activity only intellectuals engage
in. They in turn produce journals which only people in their circles read but the
general public are simply not aware of. :

But really, who doesn't philosophise? When you study, do you study by
reading or by practising? Your answer would contain your philosophy of studying.
Do you consicer stealing to feed the hungry wrong? Again, your answer would
contain your moral philosophy.

So the question should be, what isn s philosophy? Philosophy is the bigger
picture of things. It subsumes, or comprises of philosophy of science, philosophy of
mind, philosophy of politics and everything else you can think of. -

What is the ‘Islamic Process’?

Islam simply means ‘submission’. The process we refer to is the process,
which everyone (regardless of their religious affiliation) goes through towards two
destinations: the growth of their ‘selves’ or the degeneration of their ‘selves’. The
Quran says:

By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it:
And its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right;-
Truly he succeeds that gives it growth,

And he fails who degenerates it! (Quran: 91:7-10)

When we speak of ‘the Islamic process’, we are referring to the process of the
growth of your ‘self’ through the adherence to the Islamic code of conduct.

What does Islam have to do with Philosophy and how is
it part of the ‘Islamic process’

As Muslims, do we really need to philosophise? You may ask where, in Al-
Quran. is the command to study philosophy, mentioned? Well, why not discard the
#=m. “philesophy” for a while and focus on the meaning? Lets think over where the

#ells us to consider, seek wisdom, ponder and investigate.
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Let us not simply imitate the past and become its puppets or pet parrots.
Imitation destroys our potential and damages our selves. Let us focus and concentrate
our mental energy to explore and to critically understand the Quran. Allah has said in
the Quran that do not accept My verses blindly. This is a very serious task. So, it
requires a very serious thought. But it is good for our minds because our minds will
become more creative by this process. This will lift us from our present collective
misery and lead us to a life of dignity and honor.

Allah says in the Qur’an that if all the trees on the planet became pens and all
its oceans became ink, the words of Allah (and the meanings contained in them)
would not be exhausted (31:27, 18:109). That means there is no end to knowledge.
Allah enjoins on every one of us (those who call themselves Muslims) to use our
reason, intellect, and the up-to-date human knowledge to directly try to understand
and explore the meanings of His revelations (especially see verse 25:73). We will
never be able to exhaust the meanings of Allah’s words but we are asked,
nevertheless, to keep striving continuously.

That is why it is all the more important not to give up and stop this process by
saying that our great scholars of the past have already explored all there was to be
explored and they have understood all there was to be understooed. They were great
scholars and great people. But their greatness in scholarship was due to their efforts
and the time they spent in the cause of understanding the Quran and preaching its
pristine message. They did not want this process to stop.

So, we must do our part and move this thought process further. We should not
simply refer to them and become catalogers. This passive approach on our part will
not absolve us from our duty to ponder directly in the Qur’an as required by Allah.

"Afalaa utadabbaroon al-Quran? (4:82)" Do they not do tadabbur in the _
Quran? So says Allah in the Quran. Tadabbur means highly concentrated goal--
oriented critical thinking like the way scientists do when challenged to find something
new or when they embark upon solving a difficult problem. :

Obviously it is our choice to do this critical thinking. Allah cannot force us to
think. As a choice, how much intense thinking do we do in the Quran everyday and
how much we do in other things? We may not think about it that way but we do make
choices everyday in our lives. How much of our thinking goes into business, money,
building or buying a house and other material things; or preparing for exams or job
interviews; and how much into understanding the Quran?

We face the consequences of our choices everyday. Then how can we escape
the consequence of the choice we make regarding the Book of Allah? We certainly
will be held accountable for all our deeds — good or bad — in front of Allah on the Day
of Judgment.

And what may be a better deed than trying to understand the Quran and
making a sincere effort in order to live our collective life by it?
3 o 3 s o o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok kK
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The result is we act like cry babies. We have become a commiunity of
procrastinators. In effect, we are reduced to nothing but dust so much so that a feeble
wind is able to blow us around. Igbal puts it more succinctly when says:

Bujhee ishk ki aag andher hai
Musalmaan naheen raakh ka dher hai

: But there is hope. There is always a hope. Muslims should never feel helpless
or hopeless. The Book of Allah is there to help them at every step but ...

But it can only help those who want to live by it and not those who simply
want to read or recite it for earning some easy rewards in the hereafter. ;

The Quran is for the living and not for the dead. Ei tunzera mun kaane
hayyan, it loudly proclaims.

Living by the Quran means that we have to first understand it. And in order to
understand it, we have to use our minds. And in order to use our minds we have to
spend time and effort. This is the law of requital. Without proper input one cannot get
proper output.

~

How much time and effort we normally spend in trying to understand the
Quran compared to other things in our life? Also, we must remember that the Allah’s
instruction to understand the Quran is incumbent on everyone. Islamic scholarship is
a requirement for every Muslim. Seeking knowledge™df the Quran (and the Universe)
is a duty of every Muslim and not just a select few.

So, we have to ask our own hearts — each and every one of us — honestly and
sincerely, are we trying to understand the Quran? Allama Igbal says:

Ai Musalmaan apne dil se pooch Mulla se na pooch

Do we really take the Quran seriously? — Seriously enough to live by it and
to die for it. Or, do we pay mostly a lip service to the Quran for the sake of earning
sawaab in the hereafter? What do our hearts have to say?

Allah says that the Quran is more valuable than anything we can accumulate.
Do we really take the Quran as the most valuable thing in our lives? Or does our busy
life in acquiring material things or vying for fame and fortune push the Quran on the
backside so much so that many of us wait until the time of our death for someone else
to recite the Quran for the sake of our salvation in the hereafter?

So, how can we give the Quran the most important place in our hearts that it

truly deserves? The only way the Quran will find any place in our hearts— let alone
the most important place — will be to make a sincere pledge to start a genuine effort

towards the understanding of the Quran.

But how to understand the Quran so that our mental cognitive potential is
activated by that understanding and we slowly but surely start on a journey to
becoming masters of our own destiny? '

l
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because their mother tongue is English? Or do most Germans understand Kant or
Nietzsche?

Learning to read a book does not necessarily mean that we understand it.
Knowledge of the language of a book is only a necessary condition for understanding
it. It is not a sufficient condition. Books of famous writers are read and understood by
very few people. Yet, many claim to understand without truly understanding these
books. And there are always blind followers and. pretenders in every department of
life including religion.

What is the situation as far as Islam is concerned? What should be the status
of our famous Islamic scholars and Imams of the past and their works? Should we
follow them blindly, accept their explanations given in their Tafseers without any
critical examination? Should we freeze the Quran in their time and space? I do not
think our past Imams and Fuqahaa ever wished that. As a way of life, Islam is open
and dynamic not closed and static.

So, should we use our minds and the modern knowledge to expand and
enhance what our past Imams and Fugahaa understood in their times? Are we
allowed, in principle, to rectify and correct, where possible, their (mis)understanding
of the Quran? Obviously, this is a difficult process requiring ' much effort and time.

We all know that human beings are prone to take the path of least resistance.
So, when one is told that simply reciting the verses of the Quran (without
understanding them) will be sufficient to go to Heaven, then why would one struggle
to understand the Quran?

When one is told that just reciting a word of the Quran (without
understanding) will give him or her 10 rewards in the hereafter, then why would one
struggle to understand its meaning? Remember! Understanding requires mental
struggle. Reciting does not.

When one is told that simpiy running one's finger on the words of the Quran
will bring rewards in the hereafter, then why would one put any effort in
understanding the root meanings of those words?

When one is promised a free ride to heaven why would one pay for it in terms
of time, money, effort, and even life? When one can go to Heaven easily, then why
would one wam to go through a long and difficult mental (and physical) struggle to
get to it? If there is a short cut then who wants to take a long and arduous path to
Heaven?

Presence of all these short cuts in our so-called (man-made) sacred books has
made us mentally stagnant. Our mental creative energy has vanished. It is a pity that
we depend on others even for our basic necessities of life. Muslims have become
accustomed to living on crumbs in spite of the fact that they own the richest resources
of the world. What can be more humiliating than this? 2
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Ramadan, Quran, and Muslims
By

Mansoor Alam
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In Ramadan, recitation of the entire Quran is completed in hundreds of
thousands of mosques around the world. And hundreds of millions of Muslims listen
to the Quran recitation in this month.

In several mosques in Ramadan, the recitation of the entire Quran is

completed in three nights in the last days of the month of Ramadan. (This is called
Shabina. I personally participated in it for many years at AMU) I have heard (but not
participated) that the entire Quran is recited in one night! The Imam(s) must be
reciting the Quran very fast indeed to finish the whole Quran in one night of
Ramadan before the Su'hoor.

There is even a live broadcast of the recitation of the Quran during Tarawee’h
prayer from the holy city of Mecca to many Muslim countries.

In their daily prayers millions of Muslims recite the verses of the Quran
several times a day throughout the world.

The Quran is recited on land, water, and air. Millions of Muslims listen to
Quranic tapes and CDs at home or while traveling by cars, ships or airplanes. :

Is there any other book that has been completely memorized by as many
people and for as long as the Quran? Is there any other book that is recited by or
listened to the recitation by so many millions of people as the Quran?

But how many of the hundreds of millions of Muslims who read (or recite) the
Quran also understand the Quran? e

Even one percent of 1 billion Muslims is a large number of Muslims. Ai‘e
there 10 million Muslims who truly understand the Quran?

. And let us clear one misconception here — about the Arabs and the common
notion that they can understand the Quran better than others because they know the
Arabic language.

This is a myth. Let us explain this by some examples. I assume most of us
know Urdu. Now just because we know Urdu, does it mean we can understand igbal
or Ghalib? 3

; Does it mean that those who know English can understand Whitehead,
Russell. Bergson, Emerson, or Thoreau or other famous thinkers and writers. Or is it
possible that most Americans (or most of the British) understand these authors
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Mankind has been given the freedom of choice and with it comes the

: freedom to think. If we take something to mean dirty, are we not disrespecting
our own opinion, by eating the same thing we called filthy a few minutes ago?
The question is not whether in reality it is filthy or not — to enjoy anything that
we call filthy and dirty is a contradiction in terms and a big flaw in our thinking.
This mental flaw can become so monstrous that Allah has given it a place in
His book for all times to come and for all mankind. We do not need a
psychologist to explain to us the dangers of contradictory thinking and its
consequences. The pages of human history are full with tortures of war and
bloodshed, because of cultures having double standards and contradictions,
when authorities preach one thing and practice its opposite. There are myriads
of other birds and animals in this world that we can cook, eat and enjoy. Would
it be asking too much to stop eating just this one kind of animal, that every
culture’ of this world throughout the ages and even fill today.... considers it

_ dirty and filthy?

Fhkkhkkkkhkhhhkhhhddht

PLEASE NOTE!

& (1) We apologise once again for omitting the chapters from “The Status of
i Hadifh" in the months of December and January. We hope to continue
the series from February onwards, Insha Allah.

E 2) The arficle on the Pakistan Movement in December was prinfed Courtsey |f

! qui", the annual issue of Government College magazine Lahore.

[ '  —
Nomainda of Bazm London,
MAQBOOL MAHMOOD FARHAT

Will be in Pakistan from Mid January to Mid March.
Therefore do not send him any E-mail or correspondence.
| However for Dars and other information please contact the secretary

MR. IQBAL KHAWAJA
¢2 HERENT DRIVE, CLAYHALL, ILFORD,
' ESSEX IG5 OHG
PHONE:020 8550 3893
E-MAITL:

RAFIQUEFOUNDATION@TINYWORLD.CO. UK
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" his remains present till doomsday, as a proof for mankind, whosoever wants to
know the real story.

In our research of concepts, we mentioned in the beginning, that time
was now ripe to educate mankind, on howi to have respect for the Divine Spark
that is put in a human being, when he or she is in their formative years. Since
concepts have to be realized through thought processes, the condition .
remains a must for the human mind to be fully capable of receiving, analyzing,
and accepting fresh thoughts and ideas. As Dr. Igbal says:

We also read in Quran that Allah has prohibited, or would it be better to
say has banned, among a few other things, the eating of the flesh of swine or
pig or any of its kind. A mature mind obviously reasons after all, what is so bad
about this animal that human beings are being commanded to stay away from
it The Imams are often heard preaching from pulpits that Allah has
commanded us to refrain from eating this animal, as it lives in filth and
reproduces in big numbers. | personally have seen visitors in the zoos of
Pakistan, stoning the poor animal on exhibit, and there is no sign or notice on
the fence of its cage, to stop these illiterates from stoning it. The naive
reasoning of the Imams is so very obvious, as if God could not think of a better
example to give, for a dirty and filthy thing, when he was revealing the Quran
to mankind. However, if that is how this concept is rationalized, then Allah
ought to have commanded us to stay away from a fly. A fly breeds, eats and
lives on filth. It spreads more germs, sticking to its legs, when it flies from one
place of filth to another, as compared to a pig. The other animal that comes to
a thinking mind is a snake. Nothing more deadly intriguing and venomous in
this world comes to mind, than the snake. lts bite can arrest all our live
processes within minutes. And what would you all think of a rat? But that also
has not been mentioned in the Quran. However, if we care to do a little
research on the past history of a pig, that has been so emphatically forbidden
by God " Stop! Period! Nadal!... for us to eat. We will notice, that in every
known language and culture of this world, even till today, people have
included the words of ‘pig’ or ‘swine' in their list to mean utterly bad or filthy. To
call anyone by this animals’ name is a curse and an abuse. Yet the irony of
fate continues to find the same people enjoying and relishing meals of pork or
ham, Who perhaps just a while ago were calling this same animal filthy. -
Ordinarily in life, we stay away from people, who we consider are bad or avoid
eating anything that we call filthy. Is God not telling humankind to respect our
own opinions?
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the House of Allah. It was a symbolic practical shape, meant to represent the
concept of One God. Bearing the brunt of time, standing in the city of Mecca, it
is the same structure that we today know as Kaa’ba: more refined and
seasoned over the passage of years. It is supposed to be there till doomsday,
when everything, animate or inanimate, will see its end. On that day, mankind
shall see the real manifestation of its concept of One God, therefore Kaa’ba
the symbolic representation of the House of God shall no more be needed.

The circulations we see Muslims making, annually on Hajj and other
occasions around Kaa'ba, are also symbolic. It is symbolically acting out our
thought, of guarding our faith in One God. Kaa'ba is the unquenching thirst of
a Muslim mind to see its Creator visually, in concrete shape and form. This is
absolutely what Dr. Igbal's stunning words mean, that we often hear now
being sung in various shrines of saints and sufis, when he says: '

When we read the Quran, we find in it Aliah telling mankind, that Satan
has been granted freedom till the Judgment Day. Evil or Satan is free to do
whatever it may want, but it can do no harm to the people of Allah. We find in
the Quran, that Allah has promised fo preserve the remains of the pharaoh
Ramesis i, also till Judgment Day. The same Pharaoh of Egypt who joked and
passed sarcastic remarks on the God of Moses™"". Apart from other lessons
that we learn from this episode in human history, we notice God providing us
means, by preserving the mummy of Ramesis II, to appease and satisfy the
human wish to see in concrete shape, the defeat of the concept of Evil. The
Pharaoh of those days we read in history books, as was the custom, when he
died had his slaves and concubines beheaded. In the belief, that everything
belonging to the Pharach in this world, shall also serve his needs in his after
life. Is this not the same custom being practiced today in modern India, though
in @ much more treacherous way, when the wife has to jump into the burning
inferno of the pyre of her deceased husband? A tradition that is called ‘Suttee.’
But we ail know that Hindus today have a democratic or secular form of
government that has nothing to do with the customs of Pharachs of ancient
Egypt. Am | being politically correct?

We were dis¢ussing however, concepts need a concrete form in order
for them'to become a nart of us. We notice, there is always someone praying
in Haram Shareef or House of Allah, twenty-four hours and seven days of the
week, but we have never heard of anyone visiting the Pharaoh’s tomb for
~ prayers. By its very looks it appears dead and haunted. The customs of
Pharaohs were the doings of Evil, and are therefore promised by Allah to keep
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All the angels we find in the Quran, were ordered to prostrate in front of \
Humankind, as the gates to the secrets of this Universe are being opened for !
him. Divine Being brings a transformation and changes this creature into a
higher being, by putting in it a Divine Spark and calls it MAN. Itis this Divine
Spark that made man complete, made him rise above all other Divine
creations and is destined to make him the king of this universe by its Creator.
It is claimed in the Quran that mankind is ashraf ul makhloo’ gaat (the finest of
all God's creations).

This spark in humankind as we know that has Divine contents, forced
our present day scientists to invade the territories of religion in their search for
the missing link in evolution. The constraints of science hamper the scientists’
progress in reaching any decision. Not finding a better word for it in English, let
me say rational faithism, instead of religion. It is only in the regions of rational
faithism, that scientists will ever be able to solve the mystery, in their quest for
the ‘missing link’ in the evolution of mankind. We also may not be able to fully
understand this concept of Divine Spark, that exists in all the three major
Semitic rational faithisms, as God Almighty created man in a different
dimension. Human mind is confined only in the dimensions of space and time,
and it is not free to cross these dimensions, as yet. Though we do read in Dr.
Igbal's “Reconstruction of Religious Thought® that he has made serious
attempts in finding a relationship between time and space.

By now the human being, after crawling on all its four limbs, had learnt
to stand up-and take care of its physical being. Man had not yet been taught
on how to respect this Divine Spark in it, or human soul if that would ease us
in understanding. We do see him being educated by the Creator even in the
initial stages of life. For example, Messenger Noah™"" we find in the Quran
teaches Man, besides other lessons that we learn from this episode, on how io
make shelter for himself in order to survive the disasters of nature. From time
to time, other Messengers of God, taught Man on how to survive in a clan or
tribe. Then as his lessons on life progress and advance, we learn that mankind
is being shown by various other Messengers, on how to apply the new rules,
sent by God, in their lives. And how one tribe can overcome the other with little
friction, in the journey of life. i

During the age of Messenger Abraham , we find perhaps for the first
time, how difficult it is for Man to get rid of his adherence to irrational doctrines
and abstract concepts, he adopted through the ages. And how ferocious the
fire can become, when concepts are in conflict. For the first time a Messenger
of God, makes human beings aware that concepts essentially need a concrete
shape, for their survival. Abraham™2! built a geometric structure, a shape that
will rarely resemble any form in the perceptual world around us, and called

PBUH
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By
ABOO B. RANA

[The words that follow in this article are not written to bruise anybody’s sentiments.

It goes without saying, we all in this world are making efforts to seek for new ways

to improve upon the qualities of our life. However, there is likelihood of going

- astray in my thoughts or disagreeing with the prevailing religious views, but I hope
- to be pardoned, as everyone has a right to his/her opinion.
- 1 further want to make it very clear, I do not claim myself of being an authority on

the charismatic Quran, and then I am also gladly willing to leave this title Jor the
last person remaining on this earth. I started the serious study of this Book thirty
-and some odd years ago and I have always tried to read it without any preconceived
ideas .in my mind. Since the Quran is for all future times to come, I refrain myself

~ from thinking hard on those sentences or words that are Jor posterity. For example,
. the Arabic letters  Alif - Laam — Meem and other letters that come before the

starting of each chapter in the Quran. If the reader can keep these few tips in mind,
I am confident that you will benefit from this small essny.| :

Let us turn the pages of human history millions of years back and throw
a passing glance, when human species was still in its infancy. We notice this
species being protected by Mother Nature from mighty dinosaurs and other
wild creatures of mammoth proportions. The adolescent era of this human
being consists in its discovery of fire and its invention of tools. After
overgrowing its gregarious hunting instincts for survival in those remote times,
where we also find this creature eating its own kind as in its cannibal age,
mankind entered its youth. Now we observe humankind, beginning to roam

- the plains of earth in packs, making rules in societies, in order to live its life iri
. more comfort. The time arrives to make humankind aware of its life. It is in
. reference to this moment in human development, that makes Dr. Ighal say in

very dramatic words:
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