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TWO-NATION THEORY

The two-nation theory is often gquestioned and rejected by. the
intellectuals of Pakistan. However, in the DAWN issue of October 16, Kamal
_Azfar wrote in defence of it. This is to be welcomed, but he traced the theory
to Sir Syed Ahmed Khan on the Urdu-Hindi controversy raised by the Hindus
in the United Provinces. This kind of analysis raises a logical question. YWhat if
the Hindus had not raised this controversy, and they had been .
accommodating and understanding towards the Muslims? Would then there |
be no such thing as two-nation theory? :

Let us understand that the theory goes back 1400 years to Muhammad
(PBUH), nay, to Noah or to the very beginning of Human existence. It ‘
identifies Humans on the basis of ideas, concepts, values and a general
worldview, which are willingly opted for, without any semblance of pressure.
Any pressure is a negation of the human free will, on the basis of which he is
considered Supreme of all creation.

The theories today, coined by man, are based on sheer accident of
birth, namely land, race and language. They call it a “nation-State.” It not only
negates free will, but the concept of universalism as well. It has cut
humankind into smaller and smaller divisions, and the further sub-dividing
process is an ongoing phenomenon. If | am not mistaken there are already
180 members of the U.N.O. So man's accidental heritage has triumphed, and
universalism has failed.

Kook koo sk sk koK

(The above passages were sent in the form of “Letters to the Editor” in
DAWN. But they were not printed. Editor) i

e
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SEGCCiZaIoM

Ms. S. Anwar
HEHBHHR R R R U R HRBH YL RA R

From time to time it is discussed in newspaper as to what Secularism entails.
Ultimately, the issue boils down to the very basics—what does “Secularism” really mean.

Historically speaking, it evolved in Europe, defined as “Separation of Church and
State’: in more simplified form it is “Separation of Religion and Politics.” Now, religion as
generally understood is a name given to a phenomenon which blocks revolutions, or for that
matter any change, monopolised as it is by priestcraft, symbolising all that is retrogressive,
obscurantist and irrational. These priests, rabii, pundits, bhikshus, mullahs—call them by any
other name, they all smell just as foul. Why anyone should opt to be a priest is a story by
itself, but one thing is for sure: They are supported morally and financially by the vested
interests, whatever form these vested interests may take in any given time and space. It is
repeatedly the same old story—the story of Pharaoh plus Hamaan combine against Moses (or
Jesus, Abraham, Muhammad). When men like Moses triumph and are loved by the people.
this fatal combine identifies itself with them, speaking in their terminology and dehumanising
the whole process. Then “Service” to humanity becomes “Service™ in the Church, whatever
that way mean. A very clever strategy indeed!

As such, secularism, a non-religious phenomenon is a welcome development.
Anything, but priesthood is welcome. At least it ended the Dark Ages of Europe, brought the
human rational faculties into full play and with freedom to research, humans were ready to
try and try again.

But the faculties on which secularism is based are limited and hence not perfect. The
changes that emerge are no more than the swing of the pendulum, a reaction to a given
system towards another. “King’s Will” swung towards the “General Will”; private ownership
towards nationalisation; again nationalisation towards privatisation; tribalism towards

“humanism. and again humanism towards geographical and racial nationalism, which is a
mere extension of tribalism all over again. If religion caused bloody wars, nation-states
caused two world wars; if religion and the Church caused divisions and hatred, nation-states
have ended up in Auschwitz Concentration camps and atomic bombing of Nagasaki and
Hiroshima. It was well said by a sage that today no one will be provoked to fight back if his
religion is attacked and ridiculed (at least, in the West) but criticise his national identity and
he will be ready to shed rivers of blood very similar to the religious wars of yore.

So what looks like modernity is no more than scientific and technological
development in the world of perceptual knowledge. It is very laudable, but misleading.
because as humans we are still fumbling like little children, but without their innocence. So

what do we do?
kkhhhhh Rk d vk bk nd
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and operative lies in the society through the presentation and discussion of
their research papers based on the Quran. It will bring to light the problems
involved in the deteriorating politico-educational enterprise for leading
towards national integration, balanced development of human self and finally
suggesting ways and means to improve and develop such a national system
of education for this purpose. The scholars present in this Seminar of the
Tolu-e-Islam will seek, I fervently hope, neither pomp, nor advantage; and
they will look forward to no reward save their obeisance to Allah SWT. This is
my wish, my desire, my longing, and a few words to reflect. This is the
MESSAGE at this occasion.

dedkkdkkkkdkdkdkhihdhkk

(This MESSACGE was sent to us by the author at the November
Convention. It could not be printed partly because of the pressure
on space and partly because it was received rather late. However,

the MESSAGE, being Quranic, is eternal, so it goes into print at
the earliest opportunity. £diton

~ CORRECTION AND APOLOGY

Idara Tolu-e-Islam regrets the incorrect reference of the matrimonial
address published on page 44 of Tolu-e-Islam Magazine of December
2000. This error has caused profound distress to Mr. Farhat and his
family. Idara sincerely apologises for this grave mistake.

The correct reference of the address is as follows.

If out of Pakistan,
CONTACT MR. M.RIAZ C/0 M.M. FARHAT
76 Park Rd., liford Essex, |G| ISF England.
E-mail: Magbool.farhat@virgin.net

If in Pakistan,
MR. M.RIAZ C/0 IDARA TOLU-E-ISLAM

25-B, Gulberg Il, Lahore- Pakistan.
E-mail: Idara@toluislam.com
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of thinking. While the second relies for s Zevelopment on aggressive
competition. A Pakistani Institute of Higher Learning par excellence
ought to be -free from the vices of both the types; while it should be a
beneficiary of the scientific achievements of the West, it should not be
immersed in conflict and competition but should utilize them for the benefit of
mankind in accordance with the Laws of God as revealed by Him engrafting
harmony, concurrence, consonance and concord with the changing nature of
the time, place and circumstances. This makes these Institutions today
accept this as a challenge of the newly storming knowledge in the present
and the future both.

But along with that this must be known that evolutionary changes take
place in the outer universe automatically, according to the Divine Plan, and
by stages, each involving thousands and thousands of years to accomplish.
This is cosmic process. It is only by taking a long term view that we can
perceive the trend of a world process. But in case of man this process works
in the light of the Divine Guidance, revealed in the Holy Qur'an. Man (and
here we mean man not travelling in the light of Divine Guidance) when
pressed by circumstances to modify any existing state of affairs, adopts a
course which he thinks the best, works on it strenuously day in and day out,
but finds at the end that the course adopted was wrong. He abandons it and
embarks upon another course. This he has to repeat time and again. Even
when he reaches his destination, the labour involved and the time spent is
not commensurate with results achieved ---- the span of human life is so
short and the distance to be travelled so lengthy ----. This process of 'trial
and error' is another form of Cosmic Process. Man has, however, not been
left in wilderness to find his way out, unaided by a Divine Guidance. If he
adopts the course suggested by it straightaway, not only is he protected
against pilfalls but the time taken to reach the goal also shrinks from cosmic
reckoning to human calendar. In this way Allah's plan and programme is
put into action in this world of man through the agency of man himself. This
necessitates over-hauling our present education system.

These stark facts in view impelled the writer as Professor teaching in
the University to gush forth these few lines for the Internet and Tolu-e-Islam
tyros to pause and reflect over these lines. These tyros hopefully will pool
their resources at the Seminar Reference is to “Sectarianism & Quran”. (dated
November 05, 2000) for not only exchanging their views but also laying down
together the guidelines of the discipline of education for eliminating friction,
and curbing fissiparous tendencies, gut-wrenching hate, rampant corruption
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If we work in line with the teachings of the Quran, provide information
to the potential users, then the flow of this information, like water, will
ultimately find its own level in the minds of the potential users of the spatio-
temporal world because the most magnificent is the only fittest to survive:
"The negative forces, as a result of conflict between truth and
falsehood, pass away like scum and that which is beneficial for the
mankind remains on the earth” (Al-Qur'an, 13:17) and the system of the
universe is a clear proof to show that Allah’s plan is to produce positive
results. Anything that does not produce such results is eliminated and
replaced by another capable of producing constructive results. (Al-
Qur'an, 14:19) Fa hal minn muddakarin (Al-Qur'an, 54:15) but is there
any that remembreth? -

A thing to ponder over is that when a whole culture matures -as
Islamic Culture did after the Muslims became settled in their various domains
-the Quranic Teachings give birth to that most precious and most delicate and
most fragile and most dear of all institutions an entity -where students are
made to develop a deep insight for formulating the right solutions to
difficulties and problems confronting them, where psychological change inside
human beings as considered necessity by the Holy Qur'an, is made absolutely
necessary to bring about an external revolution and hence this is the stance
where victory is won not in miles but in inches, and ultimately knowledge is
not mistaken for wisdom ---- because knowledge helps the people make a

'living' and wisdom helps make a life.

In Pakistan, the vision of Islam is the life blood of its people and the
very business of its various institutions -and universities in particular. But
this vision has been beclouded in modern time by another vision, the vision of
the West. That alien vision came to us through many intricacies, clandestine
mechanisms and colonial magogical approaches, and continues to be
stormed afflicting us with mental confusion and practical chaos.

We should know that the scientific outlook has sunk deep into the
modern man during the third quarter of the second millennium and the
modern man now speaks the language of science. It is only because we have
two types of education imparting institutions functioning in the world
particularly the Western. The first is the upholder of the acquisition and
development of science with full freedom of expression and thought. The
second lays greater emphasis on science and technology (S & T) with
maximization of experimentation in these fields. Again the first type opposes
commitment in thought to any control point of view and sees in it stagnation
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EDUCATION, PAKISTAN AND PROCESS OF CHANGE:

A MESSAGE

By
Prof. Dr. Manzoor-ul-Haque
University of Sindh
Hyderabad, Pakistan

Education for What?

To conquer the forces and resources of nature by the acquisition of
adequate knowledge through a well-balanced, elaborate and all-embracing
system of education; and to harness human potential and then to utilize
external forces in subservience to the Qur'anic values for the benefit of all the
mankind. This provides us identity, self-discipline and academic pursuits - all
of the highest excellence but our difficulty, without any conspicuous
flamboyant grandiloquent style and scintillating phrase, is that we overpower
the forces of nature without being able to overwhelm the forces which lie
within ourselves.

The outer world is true image of the man's inner self. As long as there
is no change in its own inner self, there can be no change in its outer world
either: the CHANGE in the outer world is the prototype of the CHANGE in
the inner world. Unfortunately, we try to change the society without first
changing the inner self. This places us in a ludicrous situation. The Qur'an
considers the psychological change inside human beings absolutely necessary
to bring about an external revolution (Al Qur'an, 13:11): Nothing can
change outside human life, unless totally transformed from within is the
rudimentary Qur'anic approach.

: But when a nation stops thinking and searching, words and concepts
lose their meaning. This process of semantics distorts our vision and world
view; we lose the art and awareness of connecting words and concepts and
various institutions we live by and consequently we continue to wade through
the mire of glaring contradiction smug in self-deception. EDUCATION per se
is such a construct today - not in Pakistan alone but also in the entire globe.
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“When the government enforced this law of rajim, it did not say there was any
secularism in it. It says secularism is against Islam. For everything, they say ‘It is
Islamic.’ M '

“Since the majority of people in Pakistan accept these laws [figa] as Islamic, the
government says they should be accepted as Islamic. The court has said it is not
a question of majority or minority. Even if one Muslim proves this is against the
Quran, it becomes against the Quran. Those who challenged this law in the
Shariat court have proved it is against the Quran. That is why the law must be

repealed.
“A state can be called Islamic only if it acts according to the Quran. If some higher

court says that laws accepted by the majority of the people in this country are Islamic
laws, then does this law promulgated by the government become Islamic? If the
appeal is successful it will become the law of the land. But it will not be an Islamic
law.” : ‘ ;
Nobody has yet been stoned to death in Pakistan, though there have been
floggings aplenty, and President Zia hints that it will never come to that. But as
the ageing, ailing Parwez points out, “That is strange, because if this is an
Islamic state and these are Islamic laws, they must be enforced — whatever the

consequences.”
.. A quotation by Hazrat Ali, the Fourth Caliph, son-in-law of the Holy

Prophet, it said:
An unlslamic government may last awhile, but tyranny cannot endure.

F R R

DARS-E-QURAN (IN URDU)
BAZM TOLU-E-ISLAM MANCHESTER (U.K)
EVERY FRIDAY FROM 8PM - 9PM
AT

33 ST. GEORGES ROAD, FALLOWFIELD

MANCHESTER, M14 6SX
DARS-E-QURAN AUDIO AND VIDEO TAPES (URDU) AND
ALL THE PUBLICATIONS BY ALLAMA PARWEZ '
ARE AVAILABLE IN OUR LIBRARY FOR LENDING.

PLEASE CONTACT:- MR. MEHFOOZ (0161 286 5496)
OR MR. R.QURESHI:- TEL & FAX NO. (01565 8303278)
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“Islam is not a religion. It is a code of life, a system of living. Islam is about the
nation of the community: It presupposes the existence of a state.

“What is the authority? It may be the Shariat court, it may be the President of
Pakistan, it may be a common man. If we define that, half the problem is solved.
If there is one common authority, it does not matter what the Shariat court says
is Islamic, or what [ say is Islamic. Have you asked this question of the
President?

“Thinking based on common sense is very near the Islamic laws. The authoriry is the
Quran. It is the only authority: immutable. When one accepts that, one becomes a
Muslim. and one remains a Muslim for as long as one accepts it. It is not a question of
this view or that view.

“Even in secular laws, when we say something is ‘legal’ we mean ‘It is according
to this or that law.” That law must exist. It presupposes the existence of some law
which is acceptable to all the parties. So when we talk about Islam — whether in
India or Singapore or Pakistan, whether it is an ordinary Muslim or a head of
state or a ‘divine mullah’ — we must say: ‘This is the authority.” And the only
authority for being Islamic is the Quran.

"It is a perfect authority. No addition or subtraction can be made because. according
to the Quran. Allah said it is complete. Nothing against it can constitute an authority
for being Islamic. What is not there is not Islam. The Quran says that even the
Prophet had not the authority to make any change; the Prophet himself says in the
Quran, ‘I am not authorized to make any changes.’

“Some people accept authorities other than the Quran. They accept the
Traditions of the Prophet, which 1 call history. Then there is figa
[jurisprudence]. Some jurists, about 1,000 years back, constituted certain laws.
They are man-made laws, and the state enforced them at that time as the laws of
government. They are not Quranic. Whatever in those laws is according to the
Quran we can accept as Islamic because they are according to the Quran. If a
non-Muslim state makes a law which is according to the Quran, we will say,
‘That law is according to the Quran.” If a Muslim state makes a law which is
against the Quran, we will not accept it as Islamic.

“No state in the world aceepts the Quran as the final and only authority: they all
accept these jurists’ laws, figa, or the Traditions attributed to the Holy Prophet
— history! Yet it is possible to have an Islamic state. The Quran is there.
Unchanged, immutable, in the same form in which, according to our belief, it
was revealed by God, given by the Prophet to the people. Not a single comma
thercin has been changed.

“The Quran has definitely given the punishment for zinnah [illegal sexual
intercourse|: only stripes [lashes]. It is ¢/early given. Rajim is not Quranic.
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An Interview With G.A. Parwez

On Islamic Authority and Rajim
By Michael O’Neill

(This interview with G.A. Parwez was published in 1981 in the December |
edition of Asiaweek.

In the interview Parwez sahib clarifies and emphasizes that the only and
final authority in Islam is the Quran, and in this light it ought to be
regarded as a common authority among Islamic communities and states. It
is an interview with many clear-cut and fascinating observations. Editor.)

L

...The most controversial specific instance of misdirected “Islamisation”
concerns rgjim, the punishment of stoning to death for illicit sexual intercourse.
As part of his Islamisation program, Zia, by President’s Order 3 of 1979. amended the
Constitution to set up Shariat, or religious, benches in Pakistan’s four provincial high
courts. Designated justices were both high court judges and members of the Shariat
benches until March 1981, when the functions were separated. There is now a federal
Shariat court, the provincial versions having been abolished.

Six months ago the Shariat court ruled that the government’s 1979 law of rajint —
stoning to death for offences such as adultery — was not Quranic law and was
therefore unlslamic. The Zia Administration is appealing that verdict on the
ground that the judges, as the President told Asiaweek, “didn’t do their
homework.” Zia, in short, believes that the punishment is Islamic. It is a
confusion that in recent months has exercised Muslim minds from West Asia to
Southeast Asia, and to get to the bottom of it, Asiaweek’s O’Neill last week
visited Parwez, 78, in his book-lined study in Lahore. This is what Chaudhri
Ghulam Ahmad Parwez said:

“The first thing to know, when you call a thing Islamic, is: What is the authority
for it? When we say ‘This is constitutional,” there is an authority for it — the
Constitution. It presupposes the existence of a constitution that forms an
authority to say what is constitutional and what is not.”

“There must be a common authority for all Muslims. When they call themselves
Muslims it means they accept Islam, and if there is one common authority for
Islam, then that must be the common authority by which all Muslims decide
whether something is Islamic or not — whether it is the law of rajim or some
other laws or rules of the state. '
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