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research organization in evalving banking practices compatible with Islamic ideals of

social and economic life.  The economic system of the West has created almost
nsolubte problems for humanity..  The adoption of western economic theory and
practice will not help us ir achieving vur coal of creating a happy and contented
people.  We must work our destiny in our own way and present to the world an
economic system based on true Islamic cancept of equality of mankind and social
justice

Such an accomplishment, he said. would “he fulfiling our mission as
Muslims.." And this he said after his August 11, 1947, speech.

This essay must end with Yahyva Bakhtiar's word of reproach to the current
crop of the secularists, He was obviously referring to Wali Khan’s antics with the
Qualid’s speech in his “concluding address in Supreme Court.” p.104:

“Not oiiy Mr. Wali Khan but some so-called progressive intellectuals have from time
to time tried to misinterpret these passages and sedulously created the impression that
(the} Quaid-e-Azam believed in secularism and that he had given up the two-nation
theory as soon as Pakistan was won on the basis of the two-nation theorv.”

Needless to say, Bakhtiar cannot be accused of being an “Islamist,” though he is

certainly a man of intellectual probity who would not doctor the meaning of the text
tha* was apparent.

(Courtesy Daily DAWN)
Saturdav, October 3, 1998

of

_ Allama Parwez
and

recorded lectures on Quran
Please contact:

TOLU-E-ISLAM TRUST

25-B:Gulberg 2 Lahore-Pakistau.

Curreént _Account No-
4107-35
Main Gulberg Branch Phone: 5753666 - 5764484
. K Limited Fax: 092-42-5764484
Habib Bank Limited Email: trust@toluislam.com
Lahore Internet: http:/www.toluislam.com
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Construe:: Assemblv. that the minoritics in Pakistan would be treated as our citizens
amd 2o ail the rights and privileges that any other community gets |

From the early days, however, he knew that India was engineernng communal
e o unde Pakistan, To a question if he considered “that Pakistan ang India have
T passed through the worst of the communal trouble.” he answered with conviction:
ClTs now clear beyond doubt that jt was well-planned. well-organized. and well-
directed and the object of it all, it seems Lo me. was to paralyse the new-born Dominjon
Ot Pakistan, which obviously was starting from scratch ™

At the same time, he urged Muslims to sateguard the lives of the minarities.
is the duty of every Muslim as a man of honour - and, what IS more. his religion
eNjons it upoen them that there should be no retaliation or revenge . that we mean 1o
dive [minorities] a fair dea] as our citizens.”

Time and again, he cited tolerance and patience and the rights of the minorities
i the Islamic context In his famous speech of October 20, 1947 in Lahare, he said.
“We have been the victims of g deeplv-laid and well-planned conspiracy, executed with
utter disregard of the elementary principles of honesty, chivalry and honour ™ He asked
them to “take.. Inspiration ang guidance from the Holy Quran fand] the final victory, |
once again say. will be ours.” In summation, he reminded them: “|glam enjoins on
every Afusalmean to give protection to his neighbours and to minorities regardless of
caste and creed ™

The secularists may not like to hear it byr when Wali Khan read secularism in
Jinnah’s speech. he was corrected by Bhutto's attorney-general Yahya Bakhtiar before
the Supreme Court: “Religion, as it is normally understood by non-Muslims, means
practice of sacred rights and observance of certain rituals, The Quaid-e-Azam did not
use the word ‘religion” in the sense of Deen” or [a] code of life. When he said that
religion had nothing to do with the business of the State, the context obviously allowed

this in the former sense only.”

Sometimes when | hear the clatter for secularism, 1 wonder what would have
the Quaid said on the secularists’ attempt to waylay Pakistan of its Islamic destiny. |
am sure he would have sajd the same words with the same emphasis reminiscent of his
Karachi bar Association speech of'January 25, 1948  He said, he could not
“understand a section of the people who deliberately wanted to create nuschief and
made propaganda that the constitution of Pakistan would not be made on the basis of
[the] Shariwr™ The Quaid said, “Tslamic principles today are as applicable to life as
they were | 300 years ago.”

Again. it was to stanch the notion of a secular Pakistan that he chose the
inavgural occasion of the State bank Describing the occasion as symbolic of “the
sovereignty of our state,” he said: “ shali watch with keenness the work of your

—_—




assumption. let me tell you that I shafl not depart from what | said repeatedly with
regard to the minorities. Every time 1 spoke about the minorities 1 meant what 1 said
and what 1 said 1 meant... They will buve their rights and privileges and no doubt along
with it goes the obligation of citizenship...”

This was the time when the minority problem was brewing fast. The refugees
form Central India and East Punjab had begun trekking their way to Pakistan. Mushims
had not seen a calamity of this dimensiun before. There was hardlv a tamily spared of
loss. People mourned their dead. many ill-clag and without household effects. Added
to their personal tragedy were the seant resources of the new state. The environment
was charged with the cries of revenge. A terrible blow as it was to “his” Pakistan, he
wanted to defuse it by making a two-plank move -- assuring minorities of their equal
status on the one hand and asking Muslims to be magnanimous, on the other. “You
may belong to any religion or caste or creed -- that has nothing to do with the business
of the state.” he declared. His hope was that with the passage of time “Hindus would
cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease to he Muslims, not in the religious sense,
because that is the personal faith 1 each individual, but in the political sense as citizens
of the state.”

What does this really mean” First, when it comes to administration of justice,
rights and services, religion is not the criterion. Everybody will get these irrespective
of his faith as a citizen. Second. since the new state has come into being as a
consequence of the Muslim stivings, they must not think they were more equal than the
others. Such thinking on their part will be wrong because in the political sense as
citizens, their religious identity woubl not matter; the state will dispense its services to
all alike.

Needless to say this was an Islamic approach and replicated in a way what “Mithug-i-
Madinah " accomplished in the Propbet’s time. The conclusion derives its support
from his August 14 maugural address to the same Constituent Assembly when Jinnah
himself contextualized his August |1 speech by linking minorities” just treatment to the

Prophet’s Suinicifr.

“It dates back thirteen centurics ago when our Prophet not only by words but
by deeds treated the Jews and Christians. after he had conquered them. with the utmost
tolerance and regard and respect for their faith and belief. The whole history of
Muslims, wherever they ruled, is replete with those human and great principles which
should be followed and practiced.”

Mr. Jinnah elaborated further on subsequent occasions. While responding to a
question from the Reuter’s correspondent on possible peace between Pakistan and
India. he said: ~1 have repeatedly made it clear, especially in my opening speech to the
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e ~ic. social and potitical life in a'way we think best, and in accordance with our
o rdeals

- The secularist’s ¢ itention that Islamic Pakistan is a kind of an interpolation
@ar~=d out in the post-independence era is at best rewriting history in the face of facis

- JDr MWaheed Qureshi has counted 90 speeches made by the Quaid between 1940 and

“H U527 80 which he assured his people that the emerging Pakistan will be an Islamic one

S So what happened on August 11° Did he perform a somersault --- an about-
-l tzce? To say so would amount to Jinnah's character assassination. To think that he
= s conststently a secularist or a liberal in the western tradition. as has been alleged.
. would be equally unfair, an attribution wholly false. And even if he was a hiberal. it was
- 7ot a philosophical sense but within the Istamic tradition -- a matter of approach and
~ot of substance.

After all. he was not a Mudla but an enlightened Muslim, who was aware ot his Islamic
neritage, and who wanted to create a new world of Islam by carrving its tradition to the
present ’

Then what was it that he wanted to convey to the Muslims and non-Muslims
» alike in his August 11, 1947, speech? For an honest evaluation of his speech, three
“hings are important:

> Did he say something similar to it in the pre-1947 era that could contextualize
it?

2> Were there any antecedents to his August 11 speech that made him say so”

2> Did he repeat himself in the same expression which could be construed as

secular?

The first significant statement from Jinnah on minority protection came in 1941
when he said, “Islam stands for Justice, equality, fa'r play, toleration and even
generosity to non-Muslims who may be under our protection.” The second in 1942
when he said their “rights would be fully safeguarded according to the injunctina from
the highest authority, namely, [the] Qur'an, that a minority must be treated Justly and
Treeplay © In1943 he repeated himself while talking to a Hindu delegation: “We will
treat our minorities not only in a manner that a civilized government should treat them
but better because it is an injunction in the Qur’an to treat the minorities so ™

Obviously, in promising to give protection to minorities his context was lslam.
In his July 14, 1947 press conference, while still in New Delhi, he was asked for a brief
statement on the minorities” problem. His reply was candid as well as consistent. “At
present | am only governor-general designate,” said he. “We will assume for a moment
that on August 15, T shall be really the governor-general of Pakistan On that
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disfavoured), or the guestion of a few more Muslim seats in the legislature”? Worrted as i

.‘;w\wnmlii

he was. he viewed the Muslim’s cultural existence under stress and sought to safeguarc
it_for in it he thought was the Muslim integrity and their strength. His March 193¢
sneech in the Lewslative Assembly talked ot it:

“You mnay be the largest number. you may be more advanced; and vou may be
stronger economically... But let me tell you (he was addressing the Hindus)... vou will
never be able to destroy that culture which we have inherited. the Islamic culture. and
that spirit will live. is going to live anc has lived. - You may overpower us. vou may
oppress us: and you can do your worst. But we have come to the conclusion and we
have made a grim resolve that we shall go down. if we have to 2o down. fighting.”

Contrary to the secularists’ notion of religion as a private affair, he believed In
[slam as a civilizational force that can assert itself even in the polyglot social
environment of British India, where Muslims had been marginalized in the post-1857
colonial set-up. This was known to Igbal who could eulogize Jinnah for his Islamic
essence as someone who is “the only Muslim in India today to whom the commumity
has the right to look up for safe cuidance”™ and share with him his belief that “the
enforcement and development of the Thara’s of Islam is impossible in this country
without a free Muslim state or states.”

To think that Jinnah was consistently a secularist or a liberal in the
western tradition, as has been alleged would be unfair, an
attribution wholly false. And even if he was a liberal, it was not in
a philosophical sense but within the [slamic tradition -- a matter of
approach and not of substance.

This discernment of his Istamic character 1s vital to one’s understanding of him.
for it proves that he did not live on a make-believe image but on substance known to
those who knew him. The first witnessing came from Jinnah’s sister. The second from
a man whom Jinnah considered his mentor and friend (Igbal). And the third came from
the people who believed in his dream and joined him to make it happen. Jinnah could
have shielded his thoughts from others but not from those who shared his life. That 1s
why internal witnessing is far more important in measuring a man’s character than the
exterior he projected to outsiders.

Unlike the secularists, he did not believe in the contentless democracy. Nor did
he think the democratic dispensation was an end in itself. In that sense, he was an anti-
democrat. for otherwise he would not have remapped British India.  He knew the
implications of the numbers game, which weighed heavily agamst the Muslims and

would have resulted in “the complete destruction of what is most precious in islam.” §

For him. Pakistan was a must “to develop to irs ‘ullest our spiritual, cultural.
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B 2 A secularnist disowns the divine act of creation. For him or her universe hus
voMeE on its own and is forever. Nor is there anything like revelation {Wahiy or
arophethood

> Even when a secularist allows for God's existence. he may claim himself 1o be
an agnostic, though the (God 80 visualized is stii] inditferent to humans and
creation

> Religion has no business with the state.  Nop can religion be allowed 1o

determine one’s identity, politics. and lawmaking.

Not a single part of the preceding criterion revealed itself in Jinnah’s life of
seventy-two,

late in his life: his sense of Muslimness surfaced when he was hardly sixteen. Fatima,
his sister, was Privy to his religious €ssence. He opted for Lincoln’s Inp 'because, as he
told her, he saw the Prophet’s name engraved on its entrance as among the greatest
lawgivers.  This visual experience tha; he underwent mus; have given him the
intellectual grasp of Islam as the sy, ah (law)-- relevant 1o life beyond rituals and
degmas.

As early as 1911, he got himself identified g one who could articulate not only
his' people’s feelings about Islam but also knew law’s cognate relation with nation
building Addressing the Imperial Privy Council. he criticized the Britigh attempt to
change the Wayf laws: “If 1 May put it in this way, you have cut off ap important limb
of the body of jurisprudence of Islamic law,” said & The wagf. as he perceived it, wag
an extended concept “interwoven with tie religious life, the social life and the basic
principles of economy of the community, and the resylt would be -- and i3 - disruption
of Muhammadrn families.”

His contempt for secularism was evident from his stand on the Speciaf Marriage
Amendment Bi]| (1912) because it sought to amend the Islamic law 10 “suit the times ™
In other words, he did not consider Qurianic injunctions as “medieval” g
“retrogressive” -. terms often used by the secularists. Rather, he believed in treir
transcendence and immutability. The said bilt allowed for inheritance to an apostate in
a Muslim family which, he said, was being proposed despite “an injunction in the Koran
about the forfeiture of inheritance by a Muhammadiy, tn case of apostasy,..”

In 1930s when he had exiled himself to England, his reason for his return to
politics was equally Islamic. He thought, “the Musalmans were in the greatest

danger.” What was this “ greatest danger” that he was referring t0? Were these
economic issues (which he characterized as socialistic and communistic ideas and
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e ace different in substance as well as texture. Nor does Tinnah. while distingwishing
Pafa Trom theocracy, was making a plea for a state spliced from kslam.

So. what is Cowasjee’s problem? probably his minorits consciousness does not
Lt 70m sy rapathize with the Islamic moorings of the Pakistan movement. Second. he is
wlective with facts. That is why, instead of evaluating Tinnan s August 11, 1047,
speach i the context of his other spéeches on the same subject. he tries 10 read a
s .ar Jinnah in that particular speech.

Unfair as it is, there 18 another edge to the problem. If Cowasjee s view is to be
accepted. then one is faced with the problem of teconciling Jinnah's inumerable
catements on lslamic governance for the new state with secular governance as implied
-, Cowasjee. In that case, it can be resolved in the following four ways:

> Jinnah of Pakistan did not make any pledge to Istainic governance.

" 4 finnah used double speak and thus deceived his.people (this would be the
unkindest cut to bm).

> 4 }Jinnah suffered from dementia, forgetting everything he had said prior to 1947,

<> Jinnah was a secularist. '

In either case, Jinnah's image will be badly hurt and history bled.

Judging a man’s character calls-for some objectivity in which the person put on
the spot has to be measured against the evidence stretched over a life span. The
evidence produced has to be configured into a. pattern in which isolated uticrances
made by a person have to be sifted and their meaning sought either in his general
sutlook or related to subsequent utterances on the same subject. Besides, if there are
wo seemingly contradictory strains in a person’s thoughts, then it should be reconciled
10 dissolve the paradox. If it does not, then the trends should be separated and
identified as minor and major wends, In such a situation, the major trends must be
allowed to prevail and accepted.

Most important, it should be seen if the strain being identified 1s consistent Or
not. 1n the latter case, its meaning has to be figured out in the context of his other
statements.  Short of applying ihis criterion, the exercise will be nonacademic, worthy
of contempt.

Likewise, one must know what characterizes a man secularist. Without settling
{his issue, the debate wll degenerate itself into a fandango. 1 think it embraces the
following: :

o 4 A genuine secularist does not believe In a transcendent God as creator,
nourisher, and sovereign.




b,

64

Jinnah, Islam and
Pakistan
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{On the eve of 122nd birthday of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Tolu-e-
Islam is taking the liberty of reproducing below an article of Tarik Jan, which
appeared in Dawn, of Oct3, 1998 for it is close to what Tolu-e-Islam has been
explaining ever since the year 1938]

Ardeshir Cowasjee’s piece on “Not the business of the state”
(Sept 6, 1998) is a “special effect” exercise, a typical case of elite
journalism in which the writer’s mindset gives his own spin to
events and history and thus creates a make-believe reality for the
readers.

_ Worse, he builds his case for a secular Pakistan, on two sources: Jinnah's
speech of August 11, 1947 Currimbhoy Chagla’s 1927 impression of Jinnah as non-
communal and a: “fervent nationalist.”” But the moment he thinks he has made a case it
falls under the weight of history. Caught still in 1927, he forgets that in 1947, Chagla’s
non-communal Jinnah and the “fervent nationalist” succeeded in bringing about a
Mushm state in the name of Islam.

His quoting Jinnah’s broadcast to Australian people is equally problematic
because he (Cowasjee) unwittingly equates Islamic governance with theocracy. The



