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m what system do we adopt that would be completely Islamic while at the
e time, capable of catering for the needs and standards of the modern age.

The only truly Islamic form of government was the one established in
dina by the Prophet (PBUH) himself and which lasted only a few years after
demise. That was 1400 years ago. Never again has that system been revived

re-established anywhere in the world. For such a revival today it would be
essary to evolve a more or less new system. Reputed men of learning, who

also well versed in the Quran should put their heads together and evolve a
able system.

It must be remembered, however, that God the Almighty the All-wise

23 years to complete and perfect His Deen. It would be unwise and futile
us to introduce and establish the system overnight.It must also be borne in
d that it will never do to adopt one of the existing systems of the world and
rimpose it with the principles of Islam. That would only be an adulterated
stem. There is a saying in the Bible, "Never throw out your dirty water
you have got in your clean one". But, adds sage Bernard Shaw "Please
hrow away your dirty water when you have got in the clean one". On
ccount let the two get mixed.
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"Wett thou to follow

The common run of those
On earth, they will lead
Thee away from (he Way

Of God. They follow nothing
But conjecture: they do
Nothing but fje " (6:116)

Where do we go from here,

Since, as shown above, Westerp Democracy.

the best system of
gevernment evolved so far by man, is not at all close to

the political system of
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His and thus set Up peers to AHah. Be not of those who create cleavage in the
Deen and divide themselves into sects, each sect 'being obsessed with its own
view of it". (30:31-32). And agam, "Those who create cleavage in Deen ang
divide themselves into sects (O Messenger of Allah) you have nothing to do
with them".(6:159).

Thus we see that democracy can not function without political parties,
whereas in the Islamic System there is no Place for them. This is another
important aspect that makes the (wo systems incompatible.

V. Universalism .

The Quran says "Mankind was one single nation, and Allah sent
messengers with glad tidings and warniﬁgs and with them He sént the Bock in
Truth to judge between people in matters in which they differed”. The ‘Quran
affirms the unity of mankind and disapproves division of people into superior or
inferior groups on the basis of colour, race, caste, creed or nationality. It relly
us that mankind is but ope cominunity, The first and foremost task of an Islamic
Society is to preserve and enhance this uni'ty. The Quran addresses the believers
as constituting “"the best community that hath been raiseg for. the -benefiz_ of
mankind”.(3:109). And we are reminded of our duties to mankind in these

" words, "And thus we made you an international people that you may Keep an
eye on what mankind does" (2:143). The Muslim Community. the Ummap, i
thus entrusted with the task of lea'd'ing-_u mankind to its goal',f to establish the
‘Deen’, Allan’s system of life for mankind as the best and most "‘sui)_,erior of il

is perhaps the one single factor which has stood in the ,Way‘of the establishmen
of successful functioning of worlg orgamzations like .the League of Nation ung
the United Nations for the benefit of mankng as 4 whole ---- Here thus ;4 sl

another factor which makes the Islamic System incompatible with that v
democracy. : "

‘ CUE UND )
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lie signs for those who are wise. If the Shoora were invested with powers like
the parliament it wouid be ridden with all the ills the Parliament ang its
members are heir to --- namely only those with vesied interests and lots of
wealth at their disposal could become its member. And may be the curse of
horse-trading would also be rampant among them.

Thus we see that even in this essential of the Islamic political system, the
Shoora there is no commonality with the democratic system in which the

IV, Party System.

In the Islamic social order distinction between man and man on the basis
of caste, race, nationality and language is forbidden. According to the Quran
there is only one criterion for the division of mankind .--- ideology. Those who
believe in the fundamental values of the Quran belong to one group. Those who
do not belong to the other: "It is He Who has created all of you, some of you
are non-believers and some of You are believers", (64:2)

The Believers constitute the Ummah which is ope indivisible party.
There can be no other parly among the believers. Another party, as already
Stated above could only be of non-believers. Such a party would consist of those
who reject the constitution which in the Islamic State js based on a firm belief in
the permanent values and injunctions of Allah’s Deep as contained in the Quran,
and cannot therefore be allowed to have a say in the affairs of the government,

There is thus no place for party system in the Constitution of an Islamic State.
Oné-ness of Ummabh is the basic requisite. "0 you who believe! Hold fast, all of
you together the cable of Allah (i.e the way of life Allgh has prescribed for you)
and be not divided among yourselves” (3:103). The presence of political parties
and religious sects within this party is ’Shirk’ (Polytheism —-- Joining gods with
Allah). Says the Quran, "Turn unto Him and be afraid, establish salat (a social
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believe! obey Allah and obey the Rasu/ and those charged with authority among
you", the term ‘obey the Rasul’ means the Rasyl during his life time, the
Caliphs succeeding him and the subsequent heads of truly Islamic States ag
Allah’s agencies for enforcing the Divine Laws. The Quran does not lay down

devoted Believers, At the death of the Ragul it
was this very band of Believers  known s the ’Companions’ who
elected/selected Hazrar Abu Bakar as the first Caliph. (This system continued
till the Caliphate was replaced by hereditary kingship). It was the function of
. the Head of the State to promulgate the permanent mjunctions and values
embodied in the Quran as Fundamental Laws. But it muyst be remembered that
the Quran mainly gives guidelines only and does not always provide ajl the
details that might be Necessary to give a complete practical shape to a particular .
law. This function of promuigating whar may be calied Subsidiary Laws is to be
performed through 'munyaj consultation’. Consuitation was enjoined upon the
Rasui in day to day matters and in affairs of the moment, "Consult them ip
affairs (of moment). Then when you have taken a decision, put thy trust in
Allah (i,e enforce jt wholemheartedly and with firmness") (3:158)

consultation and has left i at the discretion of the Central Authority and the
Ummah, one thing appears 1o be definite.  Unlike the parliament in the
democratic form of government the Islamic Skhooryg is Consultative and advisory.
Its advice is not binding. This view is strengthened from a close study of the
above quoted verse --.. "Consult them. Then when you have taken a
decision...... .. ". And to quote the oft repeated words of the Quran Herein
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Democracy where sovereigniy lies in the people who have the authority to
make, alter or annul any or all laws simply by a majority vote.

I1. Sovereignty in Practice.

God, however, is the Absolute, the Transcendental Reality. How can we
obey him if we cannot contact him? The answer is, by observing his Laws as
given in the Quran. This is why the Rasul was asked to declare "Shall I seek
other than Allah for Judge when He it is Who hath revealed unto you this Book
fully explained". (6:115).

Again, "Follow the revelation given unto you from your Rabb and
follow not as friends and protectors other than Him". (7:3)

At another place it is stated. "We have sent down to thee the Book in
truth that you might establish the rule between men, as guided by Allah".
(4:105)

Sura Baqra which comprises a gist of nearly all the Quranic subjects
begins, "This is the Book in which there is no ambiguity: in it is guidance for
those who seek the truth and follow the straight path". (2:2)

Thus is established the Quran which contains the *Deen’, the system of
life chosen by Allah for mankind as the basis for the Constitution of the Islamic
State.This vital essential of the Islamic Political System is also completely
antagonistic to the concept of Western Democracy which being completely
secular does not permit religion (Deen) any say in the affairs of the State. In the
Islamic State on the other hand the 'Deen’ is the foundation on which its entire
structure is built: P W s '

ey G B o i

It does not, however, mean that the Islamic State is theocratic in namre.
Far from it. There is no place for priests in a truly Islamic State.

III. The Central Authority and Sheora,

The "Book’ (The Quran) can not rule itself. It needs an agency ----- an
authority to enforce the Laws of Allah. The first agency was chosen by Allah
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the essentials of the Political System of Islam and determine how close or how
far it is, to the modern concept of Western Democracy,

ESSENTIALS OF AN ISLAMIC STATE
I. Sovereignty

The first and fundamentaj essential of an Islamic state is that sovereignty
belongs 10 Allah: "Say: O Muhammad! What has come to me through
revelation is that your sovereign is One God only” (21:108). The same is meant
by the words. There is no God but Allah" ‘

%L i
abl 3} 31 9
It is further explained: "The command is for none but Allah, He has
commanded that you do not accept the subservience of anybody except Him.

That is the straight and balanced way of life, but most men understand not”,
(12:40) ‘

And again, "It is not for any human being unto whom Allah has given
the scripture and wisdom and the Divine Message that he should afterwards
have said to mankind, ’Be subservient 1o me instead of Allah’ " (3:78) -

Thus we see that the very first and fundamental essential of the Political
System of Islam is vehemently opposed 1o the modern concept of Western
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of government, morality also somehow got bracketed with it and became the
private affair of the individual along with religion. The unfortunate resuls was
that man in his political life was left with no stable frame of reference and no
objective standard to guide him. The view of the majority was the only measure
of the rightness of action. The wise utterances of sages like George Bernard
Shaw, " If fifty million people say a foolish thing it would still be a foolish
thing" fell on 50 mitlion foolish ears. Thus the Might of Kings and despots was
inherited by the people and continued to be regarded as right,

Fortunately perhaps, the general trend amongst modern thinkers in the
West now is that it is wrong to accept the majority decision as right in all
circumstances. An objective standard for judging human action is needed. The
Italian patriot Mazzini after praising universal suffrage for guarding people
against forces of destruction £oes on to say that in a people who have no
common beliefs all that democracy can do is to safeguard the interests of the
majority and keep the minority subdued. We can, he adds, be subject to God or
man, one man or more than one. If there be no superior authority over man
what is. there to save us from the subjugation of powerful individuals. Unless we
have some sacred and immutable law which is not man-made, we can have no
standard for discriminating between right and wrong. Without God whosoever
be in authority will be a despot.

But where is one to find such laws. The source will have to be supra-
human --- the jaws given by God Himself. The West had naturally to seek the
help of religion to ascertain such laws. They turned to Christianity, but
Christianity had no laws to give, as it is all other-worldly. The same was the
case with other religions. The West being predominantly Christian consider the
Bible as the final word of God. The Quran which came later is not regarded by
them as a Divinely Revealed Book. So they never looked for the solution there -
~-- at least not in real earnest. In fact it is futile to look for a solution in
religion. The Deen ---System of life prescribed by Allah for mankind and sent
down to us from time to time through His Messengers has been completely
converted by man into so many man-made religions ---- formal customs and
rituals of worship concerned mainly with the life Hereafter and of very little
practical help for life here. No wonder, therefore, that the modern man in
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"Considering politics in terms of actual and not of zrarrac:
theories, it must be ackhowledged that the identification -7 muler
and the ruled, assumed in the theory of the sovereignty of pecgis
is a practical impossibility. The Government is one set of peaple
and the governed another”

A similar view has been cxpressed by another thinker Rene Guenon. in
his book "The Crisis of the Modern World":

"If the word democracy can be defined as the government -7 1he
people by themselves, it eXpresses an absolute impossibijizi ----
the relationship of ruler and the ruled necessitates the iomr
presence of the two terms. There can be no ruled if there weare
not also rulers ---- but the great ability of those who are in
control in the modern world lies in making the people bziieve
that they are governing themselves - It was to creae this
illusion that universal suffrage was invented .

John F Kennedy about choosing between right and the most popuiar
says:

"But this is no real problem, some one will say. Always do what
is right, regardless of whether it is popular. Ignore the pressure,
the temptation, the false compromises. That is an easy answer ---
- but it is easy only for those who do not bear the responsibilities
of elected office".

While pointing out the defects we must not, however, blind ourselves to
the many merits of the democratic system. The democratic form of government
would pass muster in any comparison with Kingship, despotism and theocracy,
(the last being the worst as it exploits the people in the name of God. That is
'why there is no place for priests in "Deen "). It is a bold advance on the earlier
forms. By asserting the equality of all men and enlarging the area of individual
liberty it has rendered remarkabie service to humanity. Coming into exisience
mainly as a reaction to theocracy which gave the Kings their divine right it
assumed a purely secular character. While excluding religion from the purview
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OF Sovereign power of the priest,

Gradua]!y S0me ambitious and powerful patriarch extended his sway
over other tribes and assumed the role of a king. For this he needed an army
and loyal gencrals to keep his hold over a large number of people. As it is not
=asy to keep control for long over all the people through brute force alone there
were rebellions here and there In this predicament he sought an ally.
Fortunately for him a very willing ally was close at hand - the priest. As any
social or political upheaval was fikely to endanger the vested interest of both the
king and the priest it was logical that they form an unholy alliance. The king
bolstered the power of the priest in the religious domain and the priest cloaked
the king with sanctity and awe. This doctrine of the Divine Right of kings which

. prevailed for long was eventually challenged by some great thinkers of the 17th

and 18th century, Finally kingship was divested of its celestial power and the
general will of the people came to be recognized as the ultimate source of
authority. The way was thus paved for the advent of democracy. Democracy is
now generally regarded as the best form of government, [t developed chiefly in
the west but people in Asia and Alfrica also regard it as the las word in politicai
wisdom. Letr us examine its claims carcfully and see how far the praise
showered on it is Jjustified. Democracy has been defined as the government of
the people, by the people, for the people. This implies that in a democratic state
there is no distinction between the ruler and the ruled. People are supposed to
rule themselves, through their elected representatives, from amongst whom are
appointed ministers who actuaily run the government under the overall control
of the Prime Minister (leader of the majority party).

This in brief is democracy. There is.no doubt that this is the best system
man has been able so far to evolve tor himself. The basic concept on which it
rests, namely, thar nobody has the right to rule over another is ideal, but the
point is whether it has achieved the aim it has laid before it. The West has been
a cradle of Democracy. Let us see what the thinkers there have to say about it

In his book "The Crisis of Civilization" Professor Alfred Cobban of
London University says;
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WESTERN DEMOCRACY
- AND |
THE ISLAMIC SYSTI-EE}M OF GOVERNMENT

y
" Rafeeq Ahmad

{Note: Unless specifically mentioned all references are from the Holy Book "Al-Quran® reading
(Chapter (Sura): Verse (ayat)]

Political System of Islam is nowhere close to the concept of Western
democracy as it neither believes in sovereignty of the people nor in the majority
rule. '

Islam admits the rule of none but Allah and Allah alone. It does not
admit the rule of an individual, a group of individuals or even all the people put
together.

Western democracy is clearly not the rule of Allah and is thus basically
far removed from the concept of the political system of Islam. It is (though
perhaps only theoretically) the rule of the people. And not even all the people --
- only 51% of them. The rest can only protest. They have no say in decision
making,

Let us consider in greater detail what Western democracy really is.
Before doing that, however, it ‘would be pertinent to trace briefly the stages in
the history of mankind that ultimately led to the establishment of democtacy.

Anthropology does not support the view that man ever lived a solitary
life like the tiger or the lion. He was weak and defenseless against the ferocious
beasts that roamed about him. He had greater chances of survivaj living in a
group. The groups that were thus formed were actually overgrown families. The
authority exercised by the father passed into the hands of the patriarch who
became the tribal chief. Patriarchal authority and rigid customs which came to
be regarded as sacred, regulated the conduct of the members of the group.
Soon, however, a new authority emerged in the group ----the priest. His
supremacy was founded on his expert knowledge of observance of rituals which
had by then assumed the position of religion in the group. As these rituals based
mainly on superstition became more and more complex the patriarch was forced
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staff. Provision will also be made for canteens, roads and
parks etc.

The technical planning of the Quranic Research Centre has
already been completed (see layout plan attached) and
construction, God wiling, will soon start. As the
establishment of the Quranic Research Centre is in the public .
inferest the Government of Pakistan (Central Board of
Revenue) is being approached for exemption u/s 47(d)(i) of

" the Income Tax Ordinance, 1979. Previously the Society was
granted this exemption vide CBR No. 71(69)ITP/65 dated
06.08.1965 but unfortunately for reasons beyond the control
of the Society, renewal for this exemption was not formalised
and the exemption lapsed.

The construction of the Quranic Research Centre weuld be in
stages. The total approximate cost has been estimated at ten
crore rupees. The first stage wouid require about five crores.
The Society is fully aware that the completion of the project
would require vast resources which at the mement are not
available to it. At the same time it is fully confident that there
is no dearth in our country of genuine philanthropists who
would be eagerly willing to donate generously to a cause
aimed at saving our future generations from utter ruin and
destruction and make them instead flower into a society
which would make this nation a beacon of light and blessing
for humanity.

If you are in agreement with the aims and objectives
of the establishment of the Quranic Research Centre and
Cadet College, then, you are requested to donate generously,
rather very generously. For this purpose the Society has
opened accounts in Habib Bank Ltd. (i) Main Market Branch
Gulberg Lahore (No. 5118-32), and (ii) Tollinton Market
Branch Lahore (No. 2013-01). Cheques/draﬁs should be
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brought Pakistan into existence. We have to build Pakistan
on Quranic Concepts. For this purpose the Quranic
Education Society was formed 27 years eariier with the
approval of the Government of the Punjab (Deed of
agreement No. 142-46 ARL/N dated the 20th January, 1969
Ref. Punjab Gazette dated August 3, 1973 Part 1l pages
- 1670, 1971), and was formally registered with the
Government. Due to certain unfavourable circumnstances the
Society could not give practical shape to its objectives at that
time but efforts continued to be made in that direction. The
difficutties, one by one kept on disappearing and now by the
grace of Allah the land earmarked for the proposed
educational institution has been finally transferred to the
Society and a fresh beginning for the attainment of the
objectives have now been made. It would be pertinent here
to mention that the Quranic Education Society (Regd.) has
no affiliations nor concern with any particular religious sect or
political party. It is based on pure Islamic Foundations with
the object of kindling the true Islamic Concept in the minds of
the youth. '

With this objective in view the Society has embarked upon
the establishment of the “Quranic Research Centre”
alongwith a modern style educational institution. The pattern
of the Centre will be a complex comprising a “Research
Centre” (a post-graduate research institute), a library, an
auditorium, an administrative block and a Cadet College for
Boys {on the pattern of Hasan Abdal Cadet College)
educating students from class 8th to 12th, a fully residential
institution. A separate high school (upto Matric level) each
for boys and gss will also run outside this complex. A
primary schodl is already functioning. In addition there will be
residential accommodation for administrative and teaching



)

problems -- personal, national or international -- in the light of
Quranic Concepts and valyes, As Allama Igbal has putit:

»
S g o i i

“To unlock all worldly doors with the key of Deen
(Permanent Valueg given in the Holy Quran).”

The Islamic Education should enable the Students to solve
every human problem in the light of Quranic Concepts. They
should acquire a clear perception of how Quranic
Knowledge becomes the key that unlocks the doors of
human probiems and unravels all mysteries of life, To seek
for such knowledge, a new approach will have tg bg made,
different from the all-too-familiar ang futile teaching of
Islamiyat in our educational institutions. The correct method
of imparting education is that whatever the subjects of their
Studies, the student should be taught how every branch of
knowledge can be helpful in accomplishing the great plan,
which the Quran has set before us as the purpose of human
existence. This plan aims at harnessing the forces and
résources of nature and then utilising them for the benefit of
all mankind in the light of Quranic Values. With education of
this type, our youth will learn to regulate their individual and
collective lives in accordance with the Permanent Values
revealed by Allah and regard this behaviour as the highest
virtue of man. He will acquire strength and purity of character
which he lacks at present, ' ,

Obviously, for the attainment of this objective it is necessary
to establish an epitome of the Ideology for which this State
was created. Our first architect of Pakistan Sir Sayed Ahmad
Khan, had arrived at a similar conclusion in his own time and
laid the foundations of Aligarh Movement which ultimately
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Quranic Reseatch Centre
and Cadet College

An appeal for Co-operation

Dear Brother /Sister

Salam-0-Rahmat!

1. The future of nations, as we gl know, depends on their
growing and Up-caming generations. it is they who mould
the destinies of their people, for better or for worse. If the
youth is educated on right lines, the nation’s future becomes
bright and free from anxiety and fear.

2. The purpose of our struggle to achieve Pakistan was that we
should be able to conduct our lives in accordance with
Quranic Concepts. Atter achieving Pakistan, our foremost
duty should have been to recast our education system so as
1o bring it in tune with our ideology. But we have been
criminally neglecting this foremost and sacred duty during
the last 45 years. The result is an endless lament on the
directionless manner in which our nation is moving. The only
way out is to arrest this aimiessness and to make definite
arrangements for imparting an objective oriented education
to our youth in conformity with the philosophy of the

iideblogiéal state of Pakistan.

3. The Ideology of Pakistan is based on Quranic Concepts and
' Quranic Evaluation of the personality and achievements of
Rasool-Allah! if the edifice of our educational system is built on
the basis of this Ideology, our youth will find a purpose to live

for and to die for, They will acquire a vision to deliberate on
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